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COMMAND HISTORY, 1976 

USS TARAWA (LHA-1) 

Tarawa, scene of a bloody 76-hour b a t t l e  f o r  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  a t o l l  
opening the  path t o  t h e  Centra l  P a c i f i c ' s  G i l b e r t  and Mariana I s l ands  
during World War 11, is one of t h e  proudest testaments t o  v a l o r  i n  U.S. 
Marine Corps h is tory .  

When the fu ry  of combat was f i n a l l y  s t i l l e d  over t i n y ,  Betio (south- 
western-most of 47 i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  a t o l l )  on November 23, 1943, t h e  awful 
p r i c e  of v ic tory  became c l e a r  - 1020 Marines k i l l e d ,  2296 wounded. Only 
146 of the  4836 Japanese defenders of t h e  i s l and  remained. ' 

This  was the  f i r s t  storming of an a t o l l  by American forces.  And 
t h i s  b a t t l e  is appropr ia te ly  commemorated f o r  a l l  t ime i n  t h e  naming 
of t h e  USS TARAWA (LHA-I), t h e  f i r s t  of f i v e  generhl  purpose amphibious 
a s s a u l t  ships b u i l t  f o r  t h e  U.S. Navy by t h e  I n g a l l s  Shipbuilding d iv i s ion  
of L i t t o n  Indust r ies  i n  Pascagoula, Missis s i p p  i. 

The TARAWA was commissioned on 29 May 1976 a t  I n g a l l s  Shipbuilding, 
Pascagoula, Mississippi .  Her f i r s t  Captain was Captain James H. MORRIS, 
USN. The mayor of t h e  TARAWA's sponsoring c i t y ,  t h e  Honorable Tom MOODY, 
Columbus, Ohio, was present .  P r inc ipa l  speaker at  t h e  ceremonies was 
General Sanuel H. JASKILKA, USMC, AssistanttCommandant of t h e  Marine Corps. 
Also present  was t h e  Honorable John C. STENNIS, Senator from Miss iss ippi ,  
The Ship 's  Sponsor was M r s .  Audrey B. CUSHMAN, wife of t h e  former Commandant 
of t h e  Marine Corps. 

Before leaving Pascagoula, command of t h e  TARAWA was changed. Captain 
George A .  CHURCH, USN, relieved Captain ' z c s  H. YnRRTS on 2 J u l y  1976. 
Captain MORRIS was immediately promoted t o  Rear Admiral. 

On 7 July 1976 t h e  TARAWA l e f t  Pascagoula and s e t  course f o r  Panama. 
She a r r i v e d  13 Ju ly  and began prepara t ions  f o r  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  Panama 
Canal. Many prepara t ions  had t o  be completed p r i o r  t o  t h e  canal  t r a n s i t  
inc luding the  fo ld ing of t h e  s tarboard  f l i g h t  deck c a t  walk. 

TARAWA was one of t h e  aarges t  warships t o  t r a n s i t  t h e  Panama Canal 
when she  passed through t h e  locks  on 16 J u l y  1976. The t r a n s i t  took about 
t e n  hours with over 500 v i s i t o r s  aboard TARAWA f o r  t h e  t r i p .  

Af te r  Panama, t h e  TARAWA v i s i t e d  Acapulco, Mexico, where t h e  crew 
enjoyed the  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s .  I n  add i t ion ,  senior  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  
Mexican Navy were shown TARAWA's c a p a b i l i t i e s  during a s h o r t  demonstration 
c r u i s e .  

TARAWA arr ived a t  her  home por t  of San Diego on 6 August 1976. A 
h e a r t y  welcome was extended by r e l a t i v e s , f r i e n d s  and d i g n i t a r i e s .  
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TARAWA concluded the year by undergoing qualif ication t r i a l s ,  
standardization t e s t s ,  and shakedown training i n  Southern California 
waters. 
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USS TARAWA 

FACT SHEET 

TARAWA was commissioned on 29 May 1976, 

TARAWA is  820 f e e t  long,  20 s t o r i e s  high and has a f u l l  displacement 
of 39,300 tons. 

H e r  f l i g h t  deck is near ly  t h e  l eng th  of t h r e e  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d s ,  

She has a beam of 106 f e e t  -- four  f e e t  narrower than t h e  Panama 
Canal lock chambers, 

Her journey from Pascagoula, MS, through t h e  Panama Canal and on 
t o  her homeport of San Diego, CA was over 4500 m i l e s ,  

She t r a n s i t t e d  t h e  Panama Canal on 16 Ju ly  1976 -- It took 1 0  hours 
and 10 minutes. 

H e r  tallest mast, 221 f e e t  above t h e  keel ,  is too t a l l  t o  permit the  
ship t o  pass  under t h e  Brooklyn Bridge, Ship des igners  solved t h e  
problem f o r  Brooklyn f a n s  by equipping TARAWA with a t i l t a b l e  mast 
which, when folded,  c u t s  t h e  length  of t h e  mast by 18 f e e t .  

A s  TARAWA began her t r a n s i t  through t h e  Canal she came within a 
m i l e  of where Chistopher Columbus docked h i s  ship ,  Santa Maria, i n  
1502. To undertand t h e  comparison of t h e  LHA-1 and t h e  s i z e  of 
Columbus' f l a g s h i p ,  he could have had a f l e e t  of 27 Santa Marias 
and a l l  would f i t  on t h e  deck of TARAWA without touching one another. , 

TARAWA w i l l  be powered by only two b o i l e r s  -- but they ' r e  the l a r g e s t  
ever manufacturedfin t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  of-any 
i n  current  Navy service .  They w i l l  genera te  400 tons of steam per 
hour and develop 140,000 horsepower, o r  t h e  equivalent  of about 700 
automobiles -- i f  a l l  t h a t  energy were converted t o  e l e c t r i c a l  power 
it could supply a c i t y  of about 160,000 population. 

The ship  is  equipped wi th  1200 tons  of air-condit ioning -- enough t o  
cool many of t h e  equipment a reas  a s  w e l l  a s  the  crew. This means 
i n  o ther  words, air-condit ioning systems s u f f i c i e n t  t o  environmentally 
control  an p f f i c e  bui ld ing of 800,000 square f e e t .  

J u s t  i n  case t h e  Marines ge t  too comfortable, t h e  TARAWA is a l s o  
equipped with a s p e c i a l  5000 square foo t  troop t r a i n i n g  and acclima- 
t i z a t i o n  room where landing fo rces  can be "exercised" i n  a control led  
environment simulat ing t h a t  on which they w i l l  land. 
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USS TARAWA 

FACT SHEET 

The I n t e r i o r  Voice Communication System, o r  IVCS, includes 558 d i a l  
phones and 132 n e t  phones t i e d  i n t o  two switching cen te r s  (equipped-. 
with emergency switchover c a p a b i l i t i e s ) .  

The Closed C i r c u i t  TV System, o r  CCTV, i s  used f o r :  (1) su rve i l l ance  
of s e n s i t i v e  spaces (nine cameras, e i g h t  monitors, two video recorders) ;  
(2) b r i e f i n g s  ( f i v e  cameras, 14 monitors, 1 4  audio s t a t i o n s )  ; and (3) 
entertainment and traixiing purposes -- f o r  which t h e r e  a r e  48 rece ive rs ,  
120 ou t l e t s ,  and a complete TV s tud io  with 16mm f i lm,  s l i d e  d i sp lay ,  
and video recorder  equipment. 

TARAWA has a b a l l a s t  system big  enough t o  hold 12,000 tons of sea 
water, a  f u e l  t r a n s f e r  system capable of t r a n s f e r r i n g  360,000 ga l lons  
of o i l  per hour, a  v i r t u a l l y  100 percent  do-it-yourself i n d u s t r i a l  
r e p a i r  c a p a b i l i t y  (among t h e  sh ip ' s  1400 compartments a r e  50 mechanical 
and e l e c t r i c a l  shops), and a po l lu t ion  preventionlabatement system 
which includes t h r e e  sewage treatment p lants .  

., 

30 he l i cop te r s  can be c a r r i e d  on TAWA. ~ r a n s f e r  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  gram- 
t h e  hangar deck t o  thee£ 1 i g h t d e c k a n T e X c ~ m p l i s h e d  i n  1% hours.  - - -- 

The laundry a r e a  has f i v e  washers, four  dryers  and t h e  team i s  capable 
of cleaning 3000 pounds of c l o t h e s  per  day. 

TARAWA's mess deck d i v i s i o n  c a r r i e s  over $400,000 worth of provisions.  

Medical and den ta l  f a c i l i t i e s  aboard LHA-1 a r e  capable of providing 
in tens ive  medical c a r e  t o  300 c a s u a l t i e s .  The medical f a c i l i t i e s  
aboard TARAWA include four  emergency opera t ing rooms, t h r e e  den ta l  
operating rooms, two X-ray rooms, a  blood bank, l abora to r ies ,  
pharmacy and post-operat ive,  recupera t ion and i s o l a t i o n  wards. This 
i s  equivalent  t o  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  you might f i n d  i n  a town of 5000-6000 
people. 

F i r s t  ship' b u i l t  wi th  a humanitarian mission i n  mind. Whether i t ' s  
a typhoon i n  t h e  Republic of t h e  Phi l ippines ,  earthquakes i n  Nicaragua 
o r  a  hurricane along a U . S .  coas t ,  t h e  LHA w i l l  have t h e  capaci ty  of 
providing t r anspor ta t ion ,  food, water,  c lo th ing,  s h e l t e r ,  medical c a r e  
and communications t o  v ic t ims  of d i s a s t e r s .  
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USS TARAWA 
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TARAWA is t h e  l a rges t  ship made by man on ' land then launched a s  a 
completed hu l l .  

The longitudinal  conveyor is  comprtsed of 1 9  sect ions ,  The forward 
12 sections have a speed of 60 f e e t  per  minute -? t he  remaining 
seven sect ions  have a speed of 90 f e e t  per  minute, 

On the  island,  t he  monorail system picks  up p a l l e t s  from the  conveyor 
f o r  loading i n  t h e  boats. The monorail system w i l l  de l iver  10 p a l l e t s  
per minute during boat loading cyc le  with a sustained del ivery r a t e  of 
8% p a l l e t s  per minute. The average cyc le  time per individual  monorail 
ca r  between pick up and loading point  is 2% minutes. 

Average cycle time f o r  cargo e leva tors  between pick up and del ivery 
i s  88 seconds. 

LHA-1 has f i v e  (5) cargo e levators .  

LHA-1 has two a i r c r a f t  elevators--one located a t  por t  deck edge-- 
t he  other center  l i n e  a f t .  

Average cycle time is  90 seconds from hangar deck t o  f l i g h t  deck-- 
off  load--and back t o  hangar deck. 

LHA-1 can ca r ry  approximately 2600 pallets--each could carry  2000- 
3000 Ibs. 

The pa l l e t  t ransport& c a r r i e s  four  (4) p a l l e t s  a t  one time--travels 
a t  a speed of 10  m i l e s  per hour leveled deck--three (3) miles per 
hour on ramps. 

Normal load cycle t i m e  i s  735 minutes--cycle i s  from th i rd  deck up 
t o  f l i g h t  deck and back t o  the  t h i r d  deck. 

There is  30,000 square f e e t  of veh i c l e  storage space aboard LHA-1. 

Hangar deck has 18,519 square f e e t .  

Well deck has 18,565 square feet - - that ' s  78 f e e t  wide and 268 f e e t  long. 
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USS TARAWA 

FACT SHEET 

* The LHA combines t h e  f e a t u r e s  of f o u r  ships--the amphibious a s s a u l t  . 
sh ip  (LPH), t h e  amphibious t r anspor t  dock (LPD), t h e  amphibious 
cargo ship  (LKA), and t h e  landing s h i p  dock (LSD), 

* TARAWA is  designed t o  embark, ,deploy and land elements of Marine 
b a t t a l i o n  landing team i n  an amphibious a s s a u l t  e i t h e r  by he l i cop te r ,  
amphibious t r a c k  veh ic le  o r  landing c r a f t  o r  by a combination of a l l  
three .  

* The LHA c a r r i e s  t h r e e  f i v e  inch r a p i d  f i r e  guns, two point  defense 
surface  m i s s i l e  systems, and six 2Omm machine guns. 

* TARAWA can c a r r y  1903 embarked Marines, 30 he l i cop te r s ,  and her 
crew c o n s i s t s  of 50 o f f i c e r s  and 709 men. 

L 

* Captain George A. CHURCH, (Hometown-Winston-Salem, N.C.) i s  Commanding 
Off icer  of LHA-1. Captain S. Pe te r  HUHN is  Executive Officer .  Both 
present ly  r e s i d e  i n  Coronado, Ca l i fo rn ia .  

* TARAWA,&s< t h e  f i r s t  of five.LHAs. H e r  sister sh ips  w i l l  include: 
SAIPAN, (her CO w i l l  be TARAWA's f i r s t  Executive Off icer ,  Captain 
B i l l  JOHNSTON), BELLEAU WOOD, NASSAU and DANANG. 
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