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USS PONCE (LPD 15) 

COMMAND HISTORY 

With t h e  r inging i n  of t h e  new year,PONCE, t h e  Proud Lion, ga l l an t ly  

rests upon her  blocks while i n  drydock a t  Sun Shipbuilding and Drydock 

Company, Chester,  Pennsylvania, braving t h e  snow and winds of a winter 

b l izzard .  Half of t h e  crew a r e  enjoying a holiday leave  period while 

a d e t a i l  from t h e  duty sec t ion  shovels a path from APL 45, t o  t h e  

dining h a l l .  

On 14 January PONCE was moved out of drydock t o  P ie r  TWO a t  Sun 

Ship u n t i l  19 Apri l  when she was once again moved t o  drydock u n t i l  she 

was moved back t o  P ie r  TWO on 2 May. 

On 26 May PONCE received f u e l  and lit f i r e s  i n  Number TWO Boiler  

on 1 4  June. Beginning on 8 September PONCE had a t h r e e  day f a s t  c r u i s e  

i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of Sea T r i a l s  t h e  following week. A t  1256 hours on 

14 September PONCE was underway down t h e  Delaware River f o r  sea T r i a l s .  

It had been almost 14 months s ince  PONCE's a r r i v a l  a t  Sun Shipbuilding 

and t h e  f i v e  hour sea  and anchor d e t a i l  was a welcome r e l i e f  from a 

reaary depressing shipyard. On 15  September PONCE returned t o  Sun Ship 

f o r  fu r the r  r e p a i r s  and on 27 September she once again was underway f o r  

sea  t r i a l s  re turning t o  Sun Ship on 29 September. On 5 October PONCE 

l e f t  Sun Shipbuilding and Drydock Company and ar r ived a t  t h e  Amphibious 

Base, L i t t l e  Creek, VA on 6 October. A period of upkeep followed and on 

3 November PQNCE moved t o  Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Va t o  r e f u e l .  



On 15 November PONCE anchored and took on ammunition, l a t e r  t h a t  n ight  

she weighed anchor and s e t  s a i l  f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba a r r i v i n g  the re  

on the-morning of 22 November. From 23 November u n t i l  12 December 

PONCE conducted re f resher  t r a i n i n g  d a i l y ,  except f o r  a two day v i s i t  

t o  Montego Bay, Jamaica on 1 and 2 December. On 12 December PONCE had 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  completed t r a i n i n g  and weighed anchor and set s a i l  f o r  

St .  Thomas, Virgin Is lands  and ar r ived the re  on t h e  morning of 14 Dec- 

ember. After  t h r e e  days of exce l l en t  l i b e r t y  PONCE weighed anchor on 

t h e  morning of 17 November and proceeded t o  NOB Norfolk. 

On 21 December PONCE arr ived a t  NOB Norfolk and was moored the re  u n t i l  

t h e  years end. 
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