
USS OGDEN (LPD-5) 
F P O  SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

From: Commanding Officer, USS OGDEN (LPD-51 
To: ,Director of Naval History (OP-09B9) , Washington 

Navy Yard, Washington, DC 20390 

Subj: Command History for Calendar Year 1975; submission 
of 

R;?'f : (a) OPNAVINST 5750.128 
# 

Encl: (1) Chronology for Calendar Year 1975 
(2) Basic Narrative 
(3) Documentary Annexes 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through 
(31 are submitted herewith. 

Copy to: 
COMNAVSURFPAC 
COMPHIBRON THREE 
CHINFO 



JANUARY . 
v c i  #EI BERTP 8 1 ~ 5 ,  NAVSTb, SAN DIEGO, CALIF-. 

.FEBRUARY '-w P I E R  #8 BERTH  GIN^, NAVSTA, SAN CIEGO, C A L I F .  

MARCH 
I S T - ~ T H  P I E R  #e  BERTH EI NS, N A V S T A ,  SAN D I EGG, CALIF. 
~ T H - I ~ T H  U/W CORONA03 RCS 3PERAT I ONS 
1 4 ~ 9 - 3 1 S T  P l E R  #4 BERTH 4, NAVSTA, SAN DIEG3,  C A L I F .  

APR l L 
I S T -  I ~ T H  P l E R  #4 BERTH I;, NAVSTA, SAN D l E S 3 ,  C A L I F .  
1 4 ~ ~ - 1  QTH CAMP PENDLETON OPAREA 

T H - Z ~ T H  P I E R  / ~ j  N A V S T A ,  S P N  D I EGC, C,ALIF. 
TH-3gTH CAMP PENDLETON ;?AREA 

MAY - 
1 ST-5TH CAMP PENDLETON C?AREA 
~ T H - ~ T H  P lER "J" NAS, NORTH I S .  SAN D l  EGO, C A L I F .  
~ T H - I ~ T H  P I E R  #3 NAVSTA, SAN DIZGC, C A L I F .  
I ? T H - 2 @ T H  P l E R  #2 SEAL BEACH, C A L I F .  
2OTH-31ST P I E R  #2 LCNG BEACH, C A L I F .  

JUNE 
7 

I S T - ~ T H  P I E R  #2 LONG BEACH, C A L I F .  
~ T H - ~ T H  ANCHGRED CAMP PENOLETON, C 4 L I F .  
7TH-3gTH MOORED STBD, S I D E  TO USS TH3MASTON, ? I  ER :;4 

, NAVSTA, SAN D l fGO,  CALIF, 
3nTH , QUAYV$ALL P I E > ,  N4VST4, S.D. C A L I F .  

JULY 
m - 3 ~ ~  BERTH 6 2 ~ 6 ,  QUAYWALL P IER,  NAVSTA, S.D. C A L I F .  
3RD-7TH U/W ENROUTE PORTLAND, SREGON 
7TH-31ST P I E R  #2, WILLAMETTE I R 3 N  'i STEEL G O .  PORTLAND, ORE. 

AUGUST 
-D P I E R  #2, WILLAMETTE IRON 2- STEEL CO. PgRTLAND, 3RE. 
3RD-29TH DRYDOCK #2 StfJAN I SLAND, PORTLANE, OP.EG3N 
29TH-;?ST P l E R  #2, K I  LLAUETTE IRON k STEEL C3. PLRTLAND, OaEe 

SEPTEMBER 
? S f - 3 m  P l E R  #2, W I  LLP.METTE I R 3 h  3: STEEL CO. PORTLAND, ORE. 

OCTOBER 
1 S T - 3 1 S T  PIEQ #2, W ILLAMETTE I R O h  'c STEEL CO. PGRTLAND, 2RE. 

d ,  
NOVEMBER 
1ST-?TH P I E R  #2,  \'dl LLAMETTE IRON 2 STEEL C'3. PORTLAND, 3REe 
qTH-1STH DRYDOCK $2 S4AW ISLAND, c iRTLAND,  CREGOX 
1 ~ T H - ~ ~ T H  P lER 82, W l  LLAVETTE I R ( 3 N  "; S T E f L  C3. DORTLAND, ORE. 

DECEMBER 
1 S T - f i l S T  P i  ER 74'2, W !  LLAMETTE IRON .c STErL  C O .  PCSTLAND, ORE. 



USS OGDEN (LPD-5) 
1975 

Narrat ive History f o r  t h e  USS OGDEN (LPD-5) f o r  t h e  year 1975 

COMMANDED BY: 

W.F. SAUBERS, Captain, U.S. NAVY 

HOMEPORT : 

Saii Diego, Cal i fornia  (1 Jan. 1975-3 J u l y  1975) 
Portland, Oregon ( 7  Ju ly  1975-31 Dec. 1975) 

ASSIGNED TO: 

Amphibious Squadron THREE 

MISSION : 

The mission of USS OGDEN (LPD-5) is  t o  t r anspor t  and land t roops  and t h e i r  
e s s e n t i a l  equipment and supplies by means of embarked landing c r a f t ,  amphibious 
vehic les  and he l i cop te r  l i f t .  

NARRATIVE : 

From 1 January through 5 March 1975, OGDEN was moored a t  U .S. Naval Sta t ion,  
San Diego, Cal i fornia .  Most of t h i s  period was devoted t o  rout ine  maintenance 
and preparat ions f o r  t h e  sh ip ' s  overhaul. During t h i s  time of upkeep, t h e  ship  
experienced INSURV, type commander maintenance and numerous inspections.  

On 5 March OGDEN got  underway f o r  operat ions i n  southern Cal i fornia  operat ing 
a reas .  Routine shiphandling and amphibious evolutions were s t r essed  during t h i s  
underway period as t h e  sh ip  had not been t o  sea i n  over th ree  months. A b u r i a l  
a t  sea service  was conducted f o r  two former members of t h e  Naval Service. On 14 
March OGDEN returned t o  U.S. Naval S ta t ion  San Diego and remained moored t o  p i e r  
4 f o r  t h e  rest of t h e  month conducting upkeep. 

OGDEN spent t h e  first two weeks of Apr i l  i n  por t  making preparat ions f o r  
Operation B e l l  Buster. On 14 Apri l  t h e  sh ip  got  underway with u n i t s  from Heli- 
copter  Squadron 12 and Mine Countermeasures Unit,  Detachment Bravo. OGDEN operated 
i n  t h e  Camp Pendleton a rea  u n t i l  the  18th  of Apr i l  prac t ic ing mine countermeasures 
f o r  the  forthcoming exercise.  Another b u r i a l  a t  sea  was held during t h i s  period 
using a he l i cop te r  t o  dispense t h e  cremated remains a f t e r  conducting memorial 
services .  On 18 Apri l  t h e  s h i p  re turned t o  U.S. Naval S ta t ion  San Diego where she 
moored t o  p i e r  3 .  OGDEN departed f o r  Operation Be l l  Buster on 28 Apri l  and pro- 
ceeded t o  Camp Pendleton as t h e  main nnit--'Ein$he advanced operat ing area .  The 
sh ip  conducted mine countermeasures u n t i l  4 May when the  main body of t h e  exerc ise  
t a s k  fo rce  a r r i v e d  i n  the  area  and conducted the  amphibious a s s a u l t  on t h e  Camp 
Pendleton beach. 

OGDEN returned t o  San Diego on 5 May and o f f  loaded embarked u n i t s  a t  p i e r  
"Jt1, NAS North Island.  On 6 May t h e  sh ip  moved t o  p i e r  3 a t  t h e  Naval Sta t ion.  



Routine upkeep was continued u n t i l  19  May when the  ship  got underway f o r  a shor t  
repa i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  Long Beach Naval Shipyard. The ship  made a b r ie f  s top a t  
Seal Beach Ammunition Depot t o  off  load ammunition p r io r  t o  mooring the  following 
day a t  the  shipyard. On 20 May a t  1720, HMS PERTH (D-38) coll ided with OGDEN a t  
p i e r  2, berth 23, Long Beach Naval Shipyard. The incident occurred a s  PERTH 
attempted t o  moor afiead of OGDEN a t  the  pier .  Damage t o  OGDEN and PERTH was l i g h t  
with a minimal cosmetic scra tch on OGDEN'S a f t e r  por t  catwalk. On 23 May OGDEN 
received a repor t  of a bomb th r ea t  agains t  t he  ship  a t  0524. The ship was immed- 
i a t e l y  evacuated and searched with negative r e su l t s .  Breakfast was p a r t i a l l y  
served on the  p i e r  pending t he  outcome of the  search and a t  0645 the  ship  was re- 
manned without f u r the r  incident.  

OGDEN got underway fo r  San Diego on 6 June, returning t o  .S. Naval Stat ion,  
San Diego the  following day where she moored outboard of USS 8 MASTON a t  p i e r  4. 
OGDEN spent the  rest of the  month i n  por t  making preparations f o r  t r ans i t i ng  t o  
Portland, Oregon, t he  s i t e  of her forthcoming overhaul. From 16 t o  20 June OGDEN 
received a command inspection by Commander Amphibious Squadron Three, Captain 
M.J. Twite and h i s  s t a f f  with sa t i s fac tory  r e su l t s .  On 30 June OGDEN moved t o  p i e r  
6 i n  order t o  load vehicles through the  s tern .  

Vehicles, s to res  and personal property were loaded on board during t he  first 
two days of July  and on the  morning of the  th i rd ,  OGDEN got underway f o r  Portland. 
The t r a n s i t  was i n  the  nature of an extended dependents cruise  a s  the  ship  had 
obtained permission t o  take 48 dependents (including some pe t s )  on the  voyage t o  
Oregon. The ship  continued steaming north along t he  California coast i n  i dea l  
weather and a l l  hands and guests par t ic ipated i n  a picnic on the  f l i g h t  deck t o  
celebrate  t he  nat ion 's  199th birthday. A t  0500, 7 July,  t he  specia l  sea and anchor 
d e t a i l  was s e t  t o  cross the  bar p r i o r  t o  navigating the  Columbia River t o  Portland. 
After 12 hours of t r a n s i t  up the  r i ve r ,  OGDEN moored a t  Williamette Iron and S tee l  
Company i n  the  Williamette River i n  downtown Portland Oregon. The following day, 
the  ac t ing  maypr, Connie McCready o f f i c i a l l y  greeted the  ship  and presented the  
crew with a bouquet of roses  from "the City of Roses". OGDEN immediately went i n t o  
f u l l  swing i n  the  overhaul with the  crew moving aboard a personnel barge and most 
of the  s t o r e s  off loaded from the ship. The remainder of July  was completed with- 
out fu r ther  incident.  

The month of August saw OGDEN continuing her overhaul, moving i n to  drydock 
number two a t  Swan Island from August 3rd t o  the  29th. 

September was a routine molith with the  only notable event being t he  departure 
of USS HASSAYAMPA (AO-145) from the  a rea  which made Commanding Officer,  OGDEN, 
SOPA Portland. 

OGDEN continued t o  make s a t i s f ac to ry  progress during the  month of October a s  
the  overhaul continued. On 10 October the  ship  received a bomb th r ea t  and the  
ship  and the  personnel barge were evacuated. A tkif.ough search revealed no bomb 
and the  ship  was remanned without fu r ther  incident u n t i l  20 October when another 
bomb th r ea t  was received. This t h r ea t  a l s o  proved fa l se .  The l oca l  FBI reported 
t h a t  bomb t h r e a t s  t o  ships and i ndus t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were a common occurrence i n  
the  Portland area. 



On 3 November, crewmember Fireman Ralph CHAjCRA was killed in an automobile 
accident in Portland. On 9 November OGDEN again moved to drydock number 2 at 
Swan Island for her final period in the dock, The drydocking went smoothly and 
OGDEN returned to Will-ette Iron and Steel on 15 November. 

December was dedicated to the final push to complete the overhaul. Tragedy 
again came to OGDEN when the ship was notified of the death of FA Robert Wayne 
BROWN due to injuries sustained in a fall in Reno, Nevada. By the end of the month 
most of the work on the installation of a contaminated holding tank sewage/drain- 
age system was finished and a complete modernization of the mess decks and the 
galley was finished allowing the crew to move back on board. Most of the new 
electronics equipment had been installed, including a satellite communications 
system and the boilers had achieved satisfactory light off. The crew was able to 
take a brief respite over the holiday period before the final three weeks of 
overhaul to come in January 1976, 


