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I. COBWiND C-ITI- AND ORGANIZATI~ 

A. Ships Mission: 

USS NASHVILLE (LPD 13), an Amphibious Transport Dock, is the 
thirteenth ship of her class. It combines the capabilities of the 
Amphibious Dock Landing Ship (LSD) and the Helicopter Assualt Ship (LPH) 
into one unit. NASHVILLE'S primary mission is to transport Marines by 
helicopter and amphibious craft, and provide support to the assault for 
an extended period of time. NASHVILLE can embark up to 1,465 Navy and 
Marine Corps officers and enlisted personnel and all the equipment 
required to make the Marines ready for combat upon arrival in an 
objective area. Using her vast array of electronics equipment, the 
Amphibious Squadron or Group Commander can coordinate and control all 
the air, sea, and ground forces whose support is necessary to ensure the 
success of an amphibious operation. 

B. Ship's Insignia: 

The insignia of USS NASHVILLE is centered about the thirteen stars 
which represent the thirteen original colonies. The stars also allude 
to NASHVILLE as the thirteenth ship of her class of amphibious assualt 
ships in the United States Navy. Surrounding the blue field and white 
stars is the gold compass rose from the Seal of the Metropolitan 
Government of the City of Nashville, Tennessee. This symbolizes the 
link between the ship and her namesake city. 

Flanking the compass are the traditional emblems of the Navy and 
Marine Corps. Emblazoned on the banner is the motto taken from General 
Nash's dying words on the battlefield at Germantown: "From the first 
dawn of the Revolution, I have ever been on the side of liberty and my 
country." During the Revolutionary War, Brigadier General Francis Nash, 
Continental Army, gave his life for their independence. 



C. Organizational Structure: US9 NASHVILLE (LPD 13) 

Captain J.C. Van Slyke, Jr., Commanding Officer: Dec 84 
Commander T.R. Morrison, Executive Officer: Nov 85 
Lieutenant Commander B. Kuhse, Air Officer: until Oct 86 
Lieutenant D. Pyle, Air Officer: Oct 86 
Lieutenant M. Brown, Operations Officer: until Dec 86 
Lieutenant E.S. Clark, Operations Officer: Dec 86 
Lieutenant S.W. Thompson, Supply Officer: Dec 85 
Lieutenant J. Ordemann, Engineering Officer: Dec 85 
Lieutenant M. Fair, First Lieutenant: Sep 85 

COMPHIBGRU TWO: RADM W.M. Fogarty 
COMPHIBRON FOUR: Captain J.M. Quarterlnan 
COMPHIBRON TWELVE: Captain H.L. Phillips, Jr. 

D. Name of Commander: 
Captain James C. Van Slyke, Jr., USN, 358-30-3002/1110 

E. Ship's Homeport: 
Norfolk, Virginia 



DATE 

04-09 JAN 

08-10 JAN 

11-28 JAN 

14-16 JAN 

29 JAN THRU 
21 FEB 

27-28 FEB 

03 MAR 

12 MAR 

13 MAR 

13 MAR 

24 MAR 

26 MAR 

28 MAR 

03-28 MAR 

04 APR 

09 APR 

16-17 APR 

SIGNIFICA1OT EVENTS 

Conducted Bas ic  Engineering/Damage Cont ro l  Casual ty 
Cont ro l  Exerc ises  (BECCE/BDCE) f o r  upcoming OPPE. 

Underway f o r  f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  and s h i p ' s  TACAN f l i g h t  
check earn ing  complete c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

Continued with B E C C E ~ D C E  Training.  

Successfu l ly  completed an  ammunition onload i n  Yorktown, 
VA a t  t h e  Weapon S t a t i o n .  

P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Mardi Gras Celebra t ion  a t  New Orleans, 
LA, as Naval Support Ship. R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  included t h e  
housing of a l l  NJROTC Midshipman a t t ached  f o r  t h e  
f e s t i v i t i e s .  During t h i s  per iod ,  an Engineering Mobile 
Training Team was embarked f o r  a l l  underway per iods  t o  
enhance a l l  t r a i n i n g  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  OPPE. 

Success fu l ly  completed an  Opera t iona l  Propulsion P l a n t  
Examination wi th  an o v e r a l l  f ind ing  of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Conducted an Explosive Sa fe ty  Review onboard. 

Held Seamanship Olympics onboard. 

V i s i t e d  by Nuclear Weapons A s s i s t  Team. 

Held Damage Cont ro l  Olympics onboard. 

Completed an Ordnance Handling Sa fe ty  A s s i s t  Team 
(OHSAT) v i s i t .  

RADM Fogarty,  Commander Amphibious Group TWO v i s i t .  

Success fu l ly  completed a Command Rel ig ious  Program 
Inspec t ion  with an o v e r a l l  f ind ing  of outs tanding.  

IMAV succes s fu l ly  completed by SIMA Norfolk, VA. 

Successfu l ly  he ld  a NAVSAFECEN Safe ty  A s s i s t  v i s i t .  

Successfu l ly  completed a n  ammunition and explos ives  
onload a t  Yorktown Naval Weapons S ta t ion .  

A Supply Management Inspec t ion  (SMI) was succes s fu l ly  
completed onboard with an o v e r a l l  grade of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  



18. APR THRU 
18 J U N  

28 APR THRU 
20 MAY 

02 MAY 

04 MAY 

28 MAY 

03-05 JUN 

04-06 JUN 

08 JUN 

06-10 JUN 

11 J U N  

23 J U N  THRU 
08 JUL 

09-11 JUL 

14-21 JUL 

29 JUL 

31  JUL 

31  JUL 

Successfu l ly  conducted SNAP I1 Implementation Program 

Successfu l ly  completed a Command S e c u r i t y  Inspec t ion  wi th  
an o v e r a l l  f i nd ing  of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Departed Norfolk Naval S t a t i o n ,  VA, f o r  Ocean Venture 
'86 (Note 2. of Nar ra t ive ) .  

NASHVILLE completed an e x c e l l e n t  underway replenishment 
evo lu t ion  wi th  USNS WACAMAW. 

NASHVILLE t r a n s f e r r e d  fuel /personnel  to USS AVENGER v i a  
UNREP and HI-Line Transfer .  

Conducted a personnel  i n spec t ion  i n  conjunct ion  wi th  an 
awards ceremony on the  f l i g h t  deck. 

Completed the Command Inspec t ion  he ld  by COMPHIBRON 
TWELVE, with an o v e r a l l  grade of ou ts tanding .  

Successfu l ly  completed a Co l l ec t ion ,  Holding, and 
Transfer  System Improvement Program. 

Successfu l ly  completed Elevator  Improvement Program. 

Conducted s h i p ' s  p i c n i c  a t  NAB, L i t t l e  Creek, VA. 

Successfu l ly  completed Tra in ing  Readiness Evaluat ion 
(TRE) f o r  Amphibious Refresher Training.  

The f i n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  t h e  Navy Rel ie f  Drive were 
c o l l e c t e d  t h i s  day with a grand t o t a l  of $7,278,70. A 
42 pe rcen t  i n c r e a s e  from t h e  1985 d r ive .  

P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Naval Review '86 i n  New 
York Harbor i n  honor of S t a t u e  of L i b e r t y ' s  100th 
b i r thday  ce l eb ra t ion .  Acted a s  Flag Ship  f o r  RADM Young 
and h i s  I N R  86 s t a f f .  Hosted v i s i t  by Sec re t a ry  of t he  
Navy, M r .  John F. Lehman. 

Conducted a Conveyor Improvement Program onboard. 

Successfu l ly  completed Amphibious Refresher Tra in ing  wi th  
a f i n a l  o v e r a l l  score of  98 pe rcen t  f o r  20 graded 
exe rc i se s .  

Successfu l ly  he ld  NAVSEA TECH Library  V i s i t .  

Successfu l ly  completed a Communication Readiness A s s i s t  
V i s i t .  

Completed Legal Aid A s s i s t  V i s i t  onboard wi th  o v e r a l l  
f i nd ing  of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  



07 AUG 

12 AUG THRU 
20 OCT 

29 AUG 

19 SEP 

03 OCT 

09 OCT 

13 OCT 

15 OCT 

17 OCT 

23 OCT THRU 
19 NW 

27 OCT THRU 
06 NW 

03-04 NOV 

03-05 NW 

03-06 NOV 

09-14 NW 

10 NW 

12-14 NOV 

18 NOV 

24-25 NOV 

24-25 NOV 

25 NOV 

Successfu l ly  conducted Cosmic Control  P o i n t  Inspec t ion  
with an o v e r a l l  f ind ing  of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Northern Weddingnold Guard '86. 

Awarded the  Royal Order of t he  Blue Nose on t h i s  da te .  

Conducted underway replenishment wi th  USS PLATTE. 

Nominated f o r  TOP GATOR (Amphibious Excel lence)  Award 
(Note 3. o f  Nar ra t ive ) .  

Conducted underway replenishment  wi th  USS PLATTE. 

Conducted underway replenishment  wi th  USS PLATTE. 

Conducted underway replenishment wi th  USS PLATTE. 

Conducted underway replenishment wi th  USS PLATTE. 

IMAV s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed by SIMA Norfolk, VA. 

Combat System Readiness Review completed by MOTU TWO. 

Awarded t h e  B a t t l e  "En Ef f i c i ency  Ribbon f o r  per iod  of  3 1  
March 1985 t h r u  30 September 1986 (Note 1. of  Nar ra t ive ) .  

Completed a Phys i ca l  S e ~ c u r i t y  A s s i s t  V i s i t .  

Completed a 3-M A s s i s t  V i s i t  onboard t h i s  da t e .  

Completed an Environmental Heal th Survey t h i s  da t e .  

Auxi l ia ry  Systems Readiness Review conducted t h i s  per iod.  

LT D. Py le  r e l i e v e d  LCDR Khuse as A i r  Of f i ce r  t h i s  day. 

Ordnance Handling and Sa fe ty  A s s i s t  Team v i s i t e d  fo r  
inspec t ion .  

The Commander, Naval Surface  Force A t l a n t i c  v i s i t e d  
NASHVILLE. 

Completed a Nuclear Weapons A s s i s t  Team V i s i t  wi th an end 
r e s u l t  of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

The s h i p ' s  3-M Inspec t ion  was he ld  onboard wi th  a f i n a l  
grade of 89 percent .  

Aviat ion Readiness Evaluat ion Inspec t ion  was completed 
with grade of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  



03-16 DEC MARG 2-87 Blue/Green Water work-ups conducted during t h i s  
period. 

17-31 DEC Upkeep period/Leave period. 

29 DEC LT E.S. Clark re l i eved  LT M. Brown a s  Operations Of f i cer .  

9 JAN 87 Awarded COMNAVSURFLANT Amphibious Warfare Excel lence 
Award ("Top Gatorm) for  1985-86 competitive year. 



Note 1. Battle .Ern: I n  November of 1986, a f t e r  t h e  completion of an 
e ighteen  month B a t t l e  E f f i c i ency  Competit ive Cycle, NASHVILLE was 
awarded t h e  B a t t l e  E f f i c i ency  "Em a s  t h e  b e s t  s h i p  of t he  c l a s s  i n  
Amphibious Squadron TWELVE. She a l s o  rece ived  Departmental Awards f o r  
Amphibious War f a r e ,  Communications, E lec t ron ic  Warfare, and Damage 
Control.  These awards s i g n i f y  the  profess iona l i sm and ded ica t ion  of t h e  
crew of USS NASHVILLE proving once again,  she is ready t o  serve .  

Note 2. OCBM VElWURB '86: Ocean Venture '86 was designed t o  t e s t  t h e  
command and c o n t r o l  of assigned forces ,  t o  show t h e i r  a b i l i t y  of r ap id  
deployment and employment, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of r e s e r v e  t roops  
i n t o  a c t i v e  d a i l y  u n i t s .  The exe rc i se  took p lace  i n  the United S t a t e s ,  
t he  A t l a n t i c  Ocean, and the Caribbean. RADM Ted C. S t e e l e ,  USN, 
Commander, U.S. Forces Caribbean, was t h e  o f f i c e r  conducting the  
e x e r c i s e .  The e x e r c i s e  was des igna ted  t o  demonstrate t he  c a p a b i l i t y  of  
the  United S t a t e s  t o  p r o j e c t  m i l i t a r y  power, when necessary t o  p r o t e c t  
our n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  by suppor t ing  our f r i e n d l y  neighbors i n  t h e  
Caribbean. Ocean Venture '86 included a l l  a s p e c t s  of a modern warfare  
s c e n a r i o  inc luding  Naval B a t t l e  Group Operat ions ; j o i n t  U. S . Air Force, 
Navy, and Marine Corps A i r  Operat ions;  Navy/Marine Amphibious 
Operations; Army Airborne, A i r  Assaul t  and I n f a n t r y  Ground Operation; 
and S p e c i a l  Operat ion Forces i n  suppor t  of Conventional Forces.  More 
than 20,000 Mi l i t a ry /C iv i l i an  Personnel  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

Note 3. c X X 4 m v S m  Warfare Exce+lence Award: Commencing with t h e  
1985-86 B a t t l e  "En competi t ive cyc l e ,  COMNAVSURFLANT sponsored an 
amphibious warfare  award recognizing the  s h i p  which had exce l l ed  i n  
Amphibious Warfare, known a s  t h e  Aaphibious Warfare Excel lence Award 
(Top Gator ) .  NASHVILLE was nominated by COMPHIBRON TWELVE t o  r ece ive  
the  Top Gator Award wi th in  the  s h i p  c l a s s  ca tegory  which inc ludes  LHA, 
LPH, LPD, AGF and LHD-1 c l a s s  sh ips .  NASHVILLE was nominated f o r  t h e  
fol lowing accomplishments: 

Superb performance i n  a l l  a r e a s  dur ing  MARG 1-85, Ocean Venture 86 
and Northern Wedding 86. 

Profess iona l i sm i n  meeting a l l  t a sk ings  and demonstrated s t anda rds  
of m i l i t a r y  smartness.  

F lawless ly  executed COMPHIBRON TWBLVE Change of  Command. 
Exhibi ted supe r io r  performance dur ing  Mardi Gras 86 and 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Naval Review 86. 
Bravo Zulu f o r  excep t iona l  Amphibious Refresher Tra in ing  

performance. 
Along wi th  the  many h i g h l i g h t s  i n  t h i s  Command Hi s to ry  and t h e  above 

mentioned accomplishments, NASHVILLE was presented t h e  TOP GATOR Award 
f o r  competi t ive year  1985-86, f o r  having demonstrated t h e  most supe r io r  
and sus t a ined  performance i n  Amphibious Warfare Excellence. 



N. STATISTICAL DATA 

1. Burned 3,138,689 gallons of F-76 Fuel Oil during calendar year 1986. 

2. Delivered 61,613 gallons of JP-5 Aviation Fuel during calendar year 
1986. 

Monthly issue was as follows: 

January: 670 Gallons July: 5717 Gallons 
February: 3951 Gallons August: 3716 Gallons 
March: 60 Gallons September: 7839 Gallons 
April: 620 Gallons October : 2344 Gallons 
May: 16,722 Gallons November: 525 Gallons 
June: 2566 Gallons December: 16,883 Gallons 

3. During calendar year 1986, the fodlowing ammunition was expended to 
maintain NASHVILLE'S Operational Readiness. 

12 Gauge Shotgun Ammo 
.22 Cal Ammo 
7.62 MM Ammo 
.45 Cal Ammo 
.50 Cal Machine Gun Ammo 
20 MM CIWS Ammo 
3" 50 Cal: BL&P 
3" 50 Cal: HE-PD 
5.125 In Chaff 
Marine Location Markers 
3" 50 ELEC/Percussion Primers 

92 RDS 
450 RDS 

1497 RDS 
1778 RDS 
1600 RDS 
2156 RDS 
71 RDS 
15 RDS 
16 RDS 
4 MKR 

183 PMR 

4. Number of underway replenishments totaled: 8 

UNREP Receiving fuel: 6 
UNREP Transferring fuel: 1 
UNREP Transferring personnel: 1 


