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1. In accordance with refe 



CCP4MAND HISTCRY 1972 

TABIE OF COms 

11. BASIC NARRATIVE 

A* RESm OF COMMAND 
B. OFBRATIONS 
C. SPECIAL TOPICS 



(.mmRTD HISTORY 

10 - 13 Jsnuary Type training df C a q  Pendleton 

17 - 20 January Type training o$f VACAPeS 

16 March 

25 April 

11 - 20 May 

21 MPy 

12 June 

1 August 

23 August 

25 Septeniber 

Departed for Opc+rations with Caribbean Ready 
Group as a unit of Amphibious Squadron TWO 

W h i l e  conductin$ alongside drills, USS SHHEVEPORT 
(LPD-U) collidqd with USS NASHVILIE (-13) 
causing damage 40 starboard side and starboard 
catwalk of NASHVIIIZIE 

NASHVILIE retuqha t o  Norfolk fo r  upkeep period 
and repairs t o  Starboard side 

Departed Norfolk fo r  operations w i t h  Caribbean 
bnrphibious ReadJr Group 

Joint Axphibioulb Operations in VERITAS V with 
Braailian units aff Vieq-8, Puerto Rico 

Joint  Araphibiouq Opelation8 i n  VENUS I1 with 
Venezuelan unit$ off Viequea, Puerto Rico 

Amphibious Oper4ttions during EXOTIC DAETCER V 

Returned t o  Nortolk for  upkeep and preparations 
fo r  NATRONWlPT 

Captain D. F. m I G I U J J .  USN was relieved by 
Captain T. H. lnePMX3IiE as  Coawanding Officer 
of N A S H V U  

Underway with U$S SHIGXEPORT f o r  NATRONLANT 1972 

Returned t o  Nor$olk fo r  upltsep and t o  make 
preparat ionr f ot. QFER&TION FIGGASUS 

Departed Norfolk for  A t h a s ,  Greece on OSRATION 
mASus 

Returned t o  ETortolk f o r  have and upkeep period 
Subsequently m$tched berths t o  Naval Amphibious 
Barn, Li t t l e  Cdek on 10 October. 



3 Novembe* N A S I V I U E  transtorred t o  Amphibious Squadron 
SIX 

13 - 18 Novs~nber Type training o$f Onalou Beach and VAClLPES 
OPARlU with hpbibiour Squadron TWO 

20 November COMPIIIBROW SIX gaptoin D. M. mm, UW 
broke his penndt on NASHVIZIIE: 

18 November - Returned t o  NAB Li t t le  Creek for leave and 
31 December upkeep period 



BASIC 1JARRbTIVE 



The USS NQSHVIIU (LW-13) was c ded from 1 Jcunurrg 1972 t o  
9 June 1972 by Captain D. F. M I L L I ( I A N 3  . On return from duty with 
CCHPHIBRON TWO aa a unit of the Caribbean Amphibious Ready Group, Captain 
T o  Ho REPLOG=, US?, relieved Captain D. $'. H I I U G 4 . N  on 9 June 1972 just 
pr ior  t o  departing f o r  N A T R W T  72. Captain REPLtXLE retained comm d 
of I A S H V I U S  f o r  the remainder of c a l m  

Through the greater part of 1972, a unit of 
Amphibious Squadron TWO commanded by Captkin F. F. PALMER, US?. 
On 3 November 1972 the ship was tranrferr+d t o  Amphibious Squadron SIX 
cosrm~nded by Captain Do Mason WEZLS, USN. 

Throughout calendar year 1972 HASW E has proven the importance 
and ve r sa t i l i ty  of the LPD type ship t o  t s Amphibiou8 Force and Navy. 

The year began with operationa with hibious Squadron TWO a s  an 
elellaent of the Caribbean Amphibious Ready Group, Together Cith US Marine 
prsonnel  the ship conducted t a c t i c a l  t r a b h g  and amphibious training in 
Panam and Vieques, Puerto Rico, Sejsral landings -re canducted a t  
Vieques with lUHVEIZ8r primary function the underway launch of LVTle. 
Two joint efforts,  VERITAS V and VEXUS IIp conducted with Braailian and 
Veneauslan units  mapectively, shawbd anding coordination between 
Naval and Marine units with obvious c cative disadvantage a, i n  highly 
complex amphibious operations. EXOTIC IU$KZ3R V climaxed the Ready 
Group'@ ac t iv i t i e s   at^ NASHVILW returned t o  homeport t o  prepare f o r  
NATFZCNUNT 1972, 

On 12 June 1972, :l.after Captain T. H. REPUK;lS asswaed command, 
UHVILIE departed Norfolk with the USS S$IREVEPORT (LPD-U) f o r  NATROHUNT 
1972, shipboard training f o r  US Naval AC Y Midshipmsn. The daily 
schedae included engineering, C I C  and sh phandling drills while t ransi t ing 
the Atlantic enroute t o  the l ibe r ty  port8 of Hamburg, Germany; Portsmouth, 
England; and Bmst, France, 

NASHVILLE returned t o  lorfolk on Awst 1, 1972 t o  make preparations 
for  0PE;RBTIOEJ PEGASUS. An unprecedented /3ruise by any standard, PEGASUS 
proved one more facet  of the LPD'r verrat l i t y t  the safe and comfortable 
transport of 151 w-n and children toge e r  with the i r  automobUes, 
household goo&, and pets t o  Athens, Gree $ e, t h e i r  new homeport. Ths 
passengers were dependents of the men of mSRO1P 12, the f i r s t  b s t r o y e r  
squadron t o  be honeported i n  the 24editerr+mean in the CNO1s p i lo t  program. 
For the cruise the ship prepared a playgrpund on the f l i g h t  deck, a 
kame1 i n  the helo hanger, a nursery in tbe Captainls cabin, fenced a l l  
liferails w i t h  safety wim and even proviWd the pet dogs uith their own 
firs hydrant, OPERATION FWASJS am t o  8 successful conclusion in Athens 
as a l l  passengers, pets and household goow arrived safely after an 
enjoyable and interesting voyage f o r  pasamgers and crew al ike,  



NASRcrILLE returned t o  Norfolk on Sepfembsr 25, 1972 and subsequently 
shif ted berths t o  the Naval Amphibious Bade, L i t t l e  Creek for  a period of 
upkeep. 

1972 was an indication of the bright f u t u r e  ahead f o r  the LPD type 
ships. Underway launches of LVT1s, boat 4perations, troop tranaport, 
helo operations f o r  ver t ica l  envelopment, shipboard t raining and a veri table  
*cruise liner", are functions which show $he wide apectrum of operatiaslrl 
poss ib i l i t ie r  available with the  landing transport dock. 

I. During Januargr 1972 NBSHVIIU c le ted  th engineering conversion 
f r o m  NSFO t o  Naval D i s t i l l a t e .  Results o ? the change have been favorable 
t o  the material condition of the engineering plant and the morale of *Bm 
Division. 

2, OPERATION PEGASUS was not only a f i r a t  in  the  dmphibioua Form but 
a Navy first, The challenge of changing 4 warship in to  comfortable, safe 
transportation f o r  151 dependentr was met by ship's company inngination, 
resourcefulness and mostly, thoughtfulnesis. 

Safety was paramount and accomplishe~ by the w e  of safety w i n  around 
all weather deckrs and l i f e r a i l s .  *Courtegy guardem were placed near a11 
ladders t o  a id  small children and anyone eot  used t o  negotiating the  climb 
o r  descent. 

Accomdatione were also a major cons$deration. The ship provided 
adequate and comfortable accomodations fop dl passengers due t o  
NASHVILLE'S many staff and troop quarterst Food services s t r ived t o  
prepare only the best and even added an e$egsnt touch wlth a bouqwt of 
p las t ic  flowerr on every table. Through $he far-sighted e f fo r t s  of the 
Supply Departnmnt no incidental need was ~verloolced; the ship' s store 
was stocked with a complete l ine  of famil products from pacif iers  t o  
disposable diapers, while diaper pails,  c 1: ibs, washing basins and even 
ironing boards were provided. In additiop, the ship offered a nursery, 
kennel, laundry service, playground and p+ivate sunning area f o r  the 
ladies. Nightly entertainment was provid+d on the f l i g h t  deck by 
NASHVmla nRock* and 'Countrg and WestewR bands. 

P]&aASUS was a success d w  t o  plonn , proparatiom, administration 
and more importantly the counthss  ourteaiea the laen of NASHVILLE 
extended daily t o  t h e i r  guestso 


