
USS NASSAU (LHA-4) 
FPO NEW YORK 09557 IN REPLY REFER TO: 

LHA4/ADG:mfj 
5700 
Ser  280 
14 March 1984 

From: Commanding Of f i ce r ,  USS NASSAU (LHA 4) 
To: Chief of Naval Operat ions (OP-05D2) 

Subj:  Command His tory ;  submissi.on of 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: (1) Command His tory  f o r  USS NASSAU (LHA 4) f o r  per iod  
1 Jan - 31 Dec 1983 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  enc losure  (1) is forwarded. 

/R.  H . JESBEP-G Y 
Copy t 0 : 
Direc to r  of Naval His tory  (OP-09BH) 



COMMAND HISTORY OF USS NASSAU (LHA-4) - 1 JANUARY THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1983 

The onse t  of 1983 s a w  NASSAU e n t e r  t h e  Norfolk Naval Shipyard f o r  a 
Se lec ted  Res t r i c t ed  A v a i l a b i l i t y  (SRA). NASSAU s a i l e d  i n t o  t h e  shipyard on 
Jan. 4 and, f o r  t h e  next  two months, rece ived  modi f ica t ions  t o  major engineering 
and a s s a u l t  systems a long  wi th  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of an improved f i rs t -of-a-kind 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  cen te r .  

NASSAU departed t h e  shipyard and s e t  sa i l  f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on 
March 11 t o  undergo h e r  f i r s t  In t e r im  Refresher  Tra in ing  period.  She l e f t  
Gitmo on A p r i l  2 .  I n  t h e  in t e r im ,  NASSAU'S Engineering Department a t t a i n e d  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Operat ional  Propuls ion  P l a n t  Examination (OPPE); h e r  
f l y i n g  squad, t h e  a t - sea  f i r e - f i g h t i n g  team, scored successes  i n  graded 
e x e r c i s e s  and r e p a i r  p a r t i e s  r a t e d  h igh  i n  damage c o n t r o l  eva lua t ions .  

On t h e  way back t o  Norfolk, coord ina t ion  between NASSAU'S Combat Systems 
and Navigation Departments l e d  t o  Naval Gunfire  Support q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a t  
Vieques, Puer to  Rico. 

NASSAU s o r t i e d  south  from Norfolk on Apr i l  23, heading toward Morehead 
C i ty ,  N.C. ,  t o  commence p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i.n Exerc ise  Sol id  Shie ld  '83. Af te r  
embarking Marines t h e r e ,  NASSAU re tu rned  t o  waters o f f  V i rg in i a  Beach, V a . ,  
t o  conduct r e h e a r s a l  amphibious landings  a t  Camp Lejeune, N.C.  

Phase I1 of So l id  Shie ld  saw NASSAU sub jec t ed  t o  s imulated a t t a c k s  from 
Coast Guard and Navy s h i p s ,  submarines and a s s o r t e d  a i r c r a f t .  NASSAU'S 
br idge ,  combat information c e n t e r  (CIC) and t a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  (TAO) 
coordinated a response. NASSAU launched a n  amphibious a s s a u l t  on t h e  f i r s t  
of May, suppor t ing  Marine landing  fo rces .  Phase I1 ended when NASSAU 
embarked COMPHIBGRU TWO and prepared t o  depa r t  North Carol ina 's  wa te r s  f o r  
Fo r t  Lauderdale,  F la .  

Phase I11 provided a s t e r n  t e s t  f o r  NASSAU'S command and c o n t r o l  systems. 
A s  a whole, So l id  Shie ld  '83 o f f e r e d  NASSAU an oppor tuni ty  t o  conduct some 
e l a b o r a t e  amphibious opera t ions .  

NASSAU s a i l o r s  enjoyed a p o r t  c a l l  i n  Fo r t  Lauderdale from May 6 through 
May 8 en r o u t e  t o  Norfolk. Shor t ly  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  h e r  home p o r t ,  NASSAU 
underwent in -serv ice  in spec t ion .  

I n  mid-July, NASSAU p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Reserve Amphibious Exerc ise  (RES- 
PHIBLEX), a s s i s t i n g  nea r ly  600 Na1.y and Marine Corps Rese rv i s t s  i n  making an  
amphibious a s s a u l t .  NASSAU took p a r t  i n  t h e  Supporting Arms  Exerc ise  
(SACEX) at Vieques I s l and ,  Puerto Rlico, s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  She served as 
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  f o r  SACEX, embarking more than  1,400 Mariner and 
pounding Vieques Range wi th  gunf i r e .  

On t h e  r e t u r n  t o  Norfolk, NASSAU pu l l ed  o f f  a coup when an  0V-10A 
Bronco landed on an  LHA f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  It was t h e  f i r s t  of 31 landings  
and t akeo f f s  completed on NASSAU dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  days of August. 

Captain Ronald H. Jesberg  r e l i e v e d  Captain Thomas J. Johnson as NASSAU'S 
commanding o f f i c e r  on Aug. 10. Captain Jesberg  repor ted  t o  NASSAU from duty 
as commanding o f f i c e r  of USS GUAM (LPH-3) and Captain Johnson l e f t  t o  assume 
cormnand of Amphibious Squadron 12 .  
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Amid much a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  media, NASSAU embarked 180 vehic les  and more 
than 1,000 Army troops on Aug. 20 f o r  t ranspor t  t o  Central  America i n  support 
of Exercise Ahuas Tara (Big Pine) 11. NASSAU debarked t h e  majori ty of s o l d i e r s  
and t h e i r  equipment on Aug. 25 and 26 a t  Puerto Cortes and Puerto C a s t i l l a ,  
Honduras. Several Army LCUs and t h e  remaining s o l d i e r s  were debarked i n  
Colon, Panama, on Aug. 28. 

The t r a n s i t  t o  Honduras marked t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  NASSAU transported Army 
u n i t s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  exercises.  Tn additfon,  NASSAU shouldered the  l a r g e s t  
equipment load she'd ever ca r r i ed .  The 180 vehfc les  took up 33,283 square 
f e e t  with 33 CONEXs taking up 5,000 square f e e t .  Twenty-four UH-60 Black 
Hawk he l i cop te r s  rode NASSAU'S decks along with jeeps,  t rucks ,  water t rucks ,  
and Gamma Goats. 

NASSAU returned t o  Norfolk on Sept. 2 .  

On Nov. 9 ,  NASSAU embarked nearly 1,500 Marines from t h e  28th Marine 
Anphjbious Unit f o r  another t r i p  t o  Honduras. Following rehearsa l  of t h e  
amphibicus operat ion,  NASSAU weighed anchor f o r  t h e  f i n a l  exerc ise  a s s a u l t  
on Nov. 18 a t  Puerto C a s t i l l a ,  Honduras. Boats f i l l e d  with tanks and other  
vehic les  exi ted  NASSAU'S w e l l  deck while t h e  A i r  Department operated 
he l i cop te r s ,  packed with Marines, from sunr i se  u n t i l  dusk. 

I n  l a t e  November, NASSAU received some good news. She was informed t h a t  
she had captured a B a t t l e  Efficiency "EM--the competitive period ending Oct. 
31, 1983--her f i r s t .  Demonstrated excellence i n  t h e  areas  of anti-surface,  
ant -a i r  and e lec t ron ic  warfare; CIC/CC communications; engineering; damage 
control ;  seamanship, communications and AIMD paved t h e  way f o r  NASSAU'S 
honor. 

For NASSAU, t h e  year was wound down a t  t h e  Norfolk Naval Shipyard, 
where the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a  Vulcan Phalanx ant i -miss i le  system promised t o  
enhance t h e  sh ip ' s  combat c a p a b i l i t i e s .  The Phalanx i s  a c lose - in  weapons 
system (CIWS) which s p i t s  out  20mm rounds s o  rapidly  t h a t  a  b a r r i e r  of 
b u l l e t s  in te rcep t  any incoming miss i l e s  o r  a i r c r a f t .  

The yard period a l s o  saw t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  SNAP (Shipboard Non- 
t a c t i c a l  Automated Data Processing) system. The two new, sophis t ica ted  
computers, using d i s c s  ins tead of key punches, w i l l  keep tabs on everything 
from b a s i c  suppl ies  and surface  and av ia t ion  3M t o  payro l l  records. 
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