
- 
USS NASSAU (LHA- 

FPO NEW YORK 09587 IN REPLY REFER TO. 

LHA4/0111:gk 
5700 
Ser  318 

0 4 MAY 1st 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS NASSAU (LHA 4) 
To: D i rec to r  of Naval His tory  (OP-09BH) 

Sub j : Command H i s  to ry  ; submission of 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: (1) Command History of USS NASSAU (LHA 4) f o r  per iod  
1 J a n  - 31 Dec 1980 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  enclos)?~fi( l )  i s  forwarded. 

H. C. ATWOOD, Jr. #W 



COMMAND HISTORY OF USS NASSAU (LHA 4) 1 JAN - 31 DEC 80 

With the  beginning of the  new yea r ,  1980, USS NASSAU (LHA 4)  con- 
t inued shakedownltraining opera t ions  t h a t  commenced fol lowing her  com- 
missioning. During t h e  f i r s t  two weeks i n  January, NASSAU steamed t o  
Andros I s l ands ,  i n  t he  Bahamas, and, on 14 January, conducted s h i p ' s  
equipment accuracy t e s t s  a t  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Underwater Systems Tes t  
Center (AUTEC) Range. This  p a r t i c u l a r  c r u i s e  marked the  f i r s t  time t h a t  
NASSAU had embarked male dependents aboard a s  gues t s  of t he  crew. 
During the  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  t o  homeport, she  accomplished another  major 
mi les tone  i n  h e r  b r i e f  career .  During the  morning and ea r ly  af ternoon 
of 18 January, whi le  steaming through t h e  Onslow Bay Operating Area off  
t he  coas t  of North Caro l ina ,  NASSAU success fu l ly  completed 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  the  ope ra t ion  of t he  AV-8A H a r r i e r  j e t  a i r c r a f t ;  s h e  
became c e r t i f i e d  t o  launch and recover  t he  VSTOL (Ver t i ca l IShor t  t ake  
of f  and landing)  a i r c r a f t .  

The remainder of January w a s  spen t  i n  homeport preparing f o r  F i n a l  
Cont rac t  T r i a l s .  On t h e  29th of January, she  was underway i n  t he  V i r -  
g i n i a  Capes Operating Area f o r  F i n a l  Cont rac t  T r i a l  p repa ra t ions ;  t he  
r ehea r sa l  w a s  shortened by a w in te r  storm t h a t  caused h e r  e a r l y  r e t u r n  
t o  homeport. Following i n t e n s i v e  i n p o r t  p repa ra t ions ,  NASSAU was under- 
way aga in  on 11 February wi th  the  Navy's Board of In spec t ion  and Survey 
onboard f o r  F i n a l  Cont rac t  T r i a l s .  Three i n t e n s i v e  days of tests, d r i l l s  
and demonstrations followed and on 16 February, t h e  T r i a l s  were com- 
p l e t ed .  NASSAU was f u l l y  accepted by the  U.S. Navy and another  major 
mi les tone  had been achieved. 

During the  weekend of 1 March, the  worst  w in te r  storm of t he  cen- 
tury s t r u c k  t h e  Southeas te rn  Vi rg in i a  a rea .  Despi te  over  18 inches of 
snow t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  paralyzed the  Tidewater V i rg in i a  a r ea ,  NASSAU w a s  
b u s i l y  prepar ing  f o r  h e r  next  ope ra t iona l  exerc ise :  CINCLANTFLT LHA 
Caribbean Operat ions,  a 34 day t r a i n i n g  c r u i s e  through the  Caribbean Sea 
and South A t l a n t i c  Ocean i n  response t o  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ' s  dec i s ion  t o  
i n c r e a s e  U.S. Naval v i s i b i l i t y  i n  t h a t  v i t a l  a r e a  of U.S. i n t e r e s t .  On 
the  a f te rnoon of 6 March she  was underway and on t h e  morning of 7 March, 
wh i l e  a t  anchorage a t  Morehead C i ty ,  North Carol ina,  she  embarked per- 
sonnel, equipment, h e l i c o p t e r s  and AV-8A H a r r i e r s  of t he  2nd Marine 
Div is ion  who would sai l  south  wi th  her .  On the  morning of 10 March, 
NASSAU a r r i v e d  i n  h e r  namesake, NASSAU, New Providence I s l and ,  t h e  
Bahamas, and l a t e r  t h a t  morning, Admiral Harry D. Train,  11, U.S. Navy, 
Commander i n  Chief,  U.S. A t l a n t i c  Fleet/Commander i n  Chief ,  A t l a n t i c  
broke h i s  f l a g  aboard; f o r  t he  next  two weeks, NASSAU would se rve  a s  t he  
f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Commander. Following a highly 
succes s fu l  p o r t  v i s i t ,  NASSAU was underway on the  morning of 12 March 
and on 14 March anchored a t  Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 
Depart ing the  16th  of March, she  anchored a t  Ft .  De France, Mart inique 
on 18 March, depa r t ing  on 19 March; on 20 March she  anchored a t  
Bridgetown, Barbados, depa r t ing  during the  evening of 21 March; she  
completed t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t he  c r u i s e  when anchored a t  Kingstown, S t .  
Vincent on 22 March. On the  morning of 23 March, Admiral T r a i n  departed 
NASSAU t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  headquar te rs  i n  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  and Vice 
Admiral John D. Johnson, Jr., U.S. Navy Commander Naval Surface  Force, 
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U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  broke h i s  f l a g  aboard. For the  next  two weeks of 
Caribbean Operat ions NASSAU would s e r v e  a s  the  f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
F l e e t  Sur face  Force Commander. 

On 23 March, NASSAU depar ted  Kingstown and steamed toward the  c o a s t  
of Venezuela, anchoring a t  La Guaira,  Venezuela on 25 March. During the  
f i v e  day v i s i t  t o  t h a t  ocean p o r t  gateway a t  Caracas,  she  was underway 
each af ternoon f o r  a i r  shows and o the r  amphibious demonstrations,  
r e tu rn ing  t o  anchorage each evening. On 29 March she  departed La Guaira 
and a r r i v e d  a t  Colon, Panama on the  a£ ternoon of 1 Apr i l  f o r  h e r  f i n a l  
p o r t  v i s i t  of t he  c r u i s e .  NASSAU depar ted  Colon on 3 A p r i l  f o r  t he  
r e t u r n  t r a n s i t ,  and on t h e  morning of 6 Apr i l ,  whi le  off t he  c o a s t  of 
Key West, F lo r ida ,  Vice Admiral Johnson and h i s  s t a f f  departed v i a  
he l i cop te r .  NASSAU continued steaming homeward, and a r r i v e d  i n  Norfolk 
on the  morning of 9 Apr i l ,  a f t e r  debarking h e r  HC-6 detachment and the  
Marines of t h e  2nd Marine Div is ion  on the  morning of 8 A p r i l  whi le  aga in  
a t  anchorage a t  Morehead Ci ty ,  North Carol ina.  

During each p o r t  v i s i t e d  throughout t he  c r u i s e ,  NASSAU and h e r  
embarked u n i t s  l i t e r a l l y  opened the  doors. A i r  shows i n  each p o r t  
f ea tu red  t h e  AV-8A VSTOL H a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t  as w e l l  a s  demonstrations by 
t h e  CH-46 Sea Knight and CH-53 Sea S t a l l i o n  h e l i c o p t e r s  which were 
aboard. Addi t iona l ly ,  s i n c e  the  m j o r t i t y  of t he  p o r t  v i s i t s  were 
conducted from anchorage, w e l l  deck opera t ions  by amphibious landing 
c r a f t  were ex tens ive ly  u t i l i z e d .  Open house was he ld  i n  every p o r t ,  and 
s t a t i c  d i s p l a y s  of va r ious  Marine Corps weapons systems; from M-60 
tanks,  150mm howitzers  t o  t racked amphibian v e s s e l s  were placed on 
d i sp l ay .  The s h i p ' s  hangar and f l i g h t  decks were ex tens ive ly  decorated 
a s  NASSAU'S two embarked Commanders hosted r ecep t ions  i n  honor of var- 
i ous  high ranking, c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s .  I n  a l l ,  dur ing  the  
seven p o r t  v i s i t s ,  NASSAU and he r  embarked u n i t s  hosted over 20,000 
v i s i t o r s  during o f f i c i a l  r ecep t ions  and s h i p  v i s i t s  open t o  t he  genera l  
publ ic .  The number of people who witnessed he r  air  shows a r e  unknown; 
e s t ima te s  from Santo Domingo a lone  exceeded 30,000 s p e c t a t o r s  viewing 
from the  sho re l ine .  

Not only was NASSAU'S c r u i s e  a d i sp lay  of m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and 
readiness ,  i t  was a good w i l l  tour  a s  w e l l .  The A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Show 
Band was embarked and performed concer t s  i n  each p o r t ,  climaxed by a 
"Ba t t l e  of t h e  Bands" wi th  t h e  Panamanian National  Guard Band i n  Colon. 
Addi t iona l ly ,  the band and the  CINCLANTFLT Marine Honor Guard performed 
an  impressive s u n s e t  parade each evening i n  every por t .  Various NASSAU 
s p o r t i n g  teams accepted cha l lenges  from l o c a l  teams, f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f y i n g  
people-to-people r e l a t i o n s .  Local good w i l l  p r o j e c t s  were accomplished 
i n  each p o r t  a s  vo lunteers  a s s i s t e d  i n  pa in t ing  schools ,  v i s i t i n g  
r e t i r emen t  homes and performed o t h e r  c i v i c  a c t i o n  programs; wh i l e  i n  
p o r t  a t  Panama, NASSAU'S e n t i r e  medical team w a s  t ranspor ted  by h e l i c o p t e r  
t o  the  i n t e r i o r  t o  provide t reatment  and d i agnos t i c  s e r v i c e s  f o r  needy 
people i n  t he  remote v i l l a g e  of Las Cruces. The good w i l l  f o s t e r e d  
between t h e  h o s t  n a t i o n a l s  and crew whi le  i n  a l i b e r t y  s t a t u s  f u r t h e r  
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cemented the r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  were a f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  the  e n t i r e  c r u i s e .  
I n  r ecogn i t i on  of t he  success  of t he  mission,  the  Secre ta ry  of t he  Navy, 
i n  o f f i c i a l l y  commending NASSAU and h e r  crew, s t a t ed :  

11 . . . . .During the  th i r ty- four  day period,  t he  sh ip  steamed over 

6,000 n a u t i c a l  miles ,  v i s i t i n g  seven Caribbean p o r t s  and u t i l i z i n g  
a e r i a l  demonstrations,  s t a t i c  d i sp l ays ,  people-to-people programs, 
genera l  v i s i t i n g ,  c i v i c  a c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  and personal  con tac t s .  
The p o s i t i v e  impressions c r ea t ed  by the  Marine Corps f l i g h t  demon- 
s t r a t i o n s  and s t a t i c  d i sp1ays ; the  goodwill generated by organized 
c i v i c  a c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  band concer t s ,  and s p o r t i n g  events ;  and t h e  
personal  con tac t  by crewmembers on l i b e r t y  a l l  cont r ibu ted  t o  t he  
p r o j e c t i o n  of t he  United s t a t e s '  i n t e r e s t  i n  maintaining m i l i t a r y  
and p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  of the  Caribbean region." 

Af t e r  h e r  r e t u r n  t o  homeport on 9 Apr i l  NASSAU enjoyed a b r i e f  
upkeep period and on 17 A p r i l  was underway aga in  enroute  t o  New York 
City.  She moored on 18 A p r i l  and h e r  crew enjoyed a weekend l i b e r t y  
v i s i t  t o  New York. Depart ing on 21 Apr i l ,  NASSAU anchored a t  t he  explo- 
s i v e s  anchorage i n  Hampton Roads Harbor on 22 Apri l .  While a t  ancho- 
rage, she  off-loaded he r  supply of s h i p ' s  ammunition and LFORM (Landing 
Force Opera t iona l  Reserve Mate r i a l  (Marine supp l i e s  and munitions) and 
re turned  p i e r s i d e  a t  t he  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Norfolk, on 24 Apr i l .  This  
off-load was e f f e c t e d  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  en t e r ing  Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
on 15 May t o  begin  Pos t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  (PSA). 

Upon completion of t h e  LFORM off-load, and upon r e t u r n  t o  homeport, 
NASSAU began ex tens ive  p repa ra t ion  f o r  he r  Pos t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y .  
On 13 May, NASSAU departed the  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Norfolk, and moored a t  t h e  
Naval Fuel  Depot a t  Craney I s l and .  Upon completion of defue l ing ,  she  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth on 15 May and 
commenced he r  t e n  month long Pos t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y .  Scheduled f o r  
completion dur ing  the  Pos t Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  were i n t e n s i v e  modif i- 
c a t i o n  t o  the  sh ip  's propuls ion  p l a n t  and automatic  cargo handl ing 
sys  t e m ;  a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a d d i t i o n a l  of f  i c e  p l ans  f o r  t h e  AIMD department 
were cons t ruc ted  a s  we l l  a s  ex tens ive  upgrading t o  the  s h i p ' s  major 
weapons and computer system. For t he  s h i p ' s  crew, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
monitoring and a s s i s t i n g  i n  t he  modi f ica t ion  p r o j e c t s  being undertaken 
by the  shipyard,  t he  emphasis s h i f t e d  t o  t r a in ing .  For t he  remainder of 
the  ca lendar  yea r ,  over 8800 man-days, t o t a l i n g  i n  excess  of 70,000 
hours ,  of formal schools  t r a i n i n g  were accomplished and documented. 
Addi t iona l ly ,  ex tens ive  on-the-job t r a i n i n g  programs were e f f e c t e d  and 
many crew members performed temporary a d d i t i o n a l  duty aboard va r ious  
deploying u n i t s  of t he  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  

Although the  environment onboard NASSAU changed markedly wi th  h e r  
en t ry  i n t o  the  shipyard,  gene ra l  s i g n i f i c a n t  events  occurred. On the 
15 t h  of J u l y ,  dur ing  ceremonies conducted onboard USS SPARATANBURG 
COUNTY (LST 1192) NASSAU was o f f i c i a l l y  presented the  Mer i tor ious  Uni t  
Commendation f o r  h e r  performance a t  Guantanamo Bay f o r  REINFORCEX 1-79 
t h e  previous year .  On 28 J u l y ,  she ce l eb ra t ed  h e r  f i r s t  yea r  i n  com- 
mission wi th  a ship-wide p i cn ic ,  and, on 9 August, i n  ceremonies he ld  
aboard i n  
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t h e  Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Captain Henry C. Atwood, Jr., U.S. Navy 
r e l i e v e d  Captain William A. Kearns, Jr., U.S. Navy, a s  Commanding Of f i ce r .  
P re sen t  a t  the  ceremony were Vice Admiral John D. Johnson, Jr., U. S. 
Navy Commander Naval Surface  Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  and Rear Admiral 
W.C. Hamm Jr., U.S. Navy, Commander Amphibious Group TWO. Immediately 
fol lowing the  ceremones, Admiral Johnson promoted Captain Kearns t o  t he  
rank of Rear Admiral and he departed the  s h i p  t o  assume h i s  new d u t i e s  
a s  In spec to r  General,  U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  

Following the  ceremonies of t he  summer, NASSAU continued he r  P o s t  
Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  . Other major events  t h a t  occurred dur ing  t h e  
remainder of t he  yea r  was a t h i r t y  day period spen t  i n  dry dock. NASSAU 
success fu l ly  undocked on 22 December and, a s  t h e  yea r  c losed,  was b u s i l y  
prepar ing  f o r  a propuls ion  p l a n t  Light-off Exam, which would be  com- 
p l e t e d  e a r l y  t he  next  year .  
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