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1980 COMMAND HISTORY FOR USS MEMPHIS (SSN691) 

The year 1980 opened w i t h  USS MEMPHIS (SSN691) i n  an upkeep pe r i od  w i t h  t h e  
submarine tender USS EMORY S. LAND (AS39) a t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a .  Underway 7 
January MEMPHIS prov ided ASW serv ices  t o  USS DAHLGREN (DDG-43) i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
Capes opera t ing  areas u n t i l  9 January. A f t e r  a sho r t  t r a n s i t  t o  t he  
Jacksonv i l l e  opera t ing  area, MEMPHIS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a t  sea exerc ises f rom 11-14 
January w i t h  USS PATTERSON (FF1061), USS SARATOGA (CV-60), USS NEOSHO (AO-143), 
and o the r  var ious f l e e t  h e l i c o p t e r  and f i x e d  wing a i r c r a f t .  Upon complet ion of 
t h e  week long ASW exercises, MEMPHIS re tu rned t o  i t s  homeport, Nor fo lk ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  t o  begin an upkeep a longside USS EMORY S. LAND (AS39). On 13 
February, MEMPHIS go t  underway t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  two major naval anti-submarine 
war fare (ASW) exerc ises.  From 14 February t o  22 February, MEMPHIS p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  an a l l  U.S. Navy a n t i  submarine war fare exerc ise  e n t i t l e d  ASWEX 1-80. On 22 
February, MEMPHIS a r r i v e d  i n  F o r t  Lauderdale, F l o r i d a  f o r  a t h ree  day p o r t  
v i s i t .  The crew enjoyed t h e  warm F l o r i d a  weather and beaches. On 25 February, 
MEMPHIS began p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a NATO A1 1 iance ant i-submarine war fa re ls imu la ted  
convoy exercise-SAFEPASS 1-80. On 9 March MEMPHIS re tu rned  t o  homeport f o r  a 
tender  ass is ted  a v a i l a b i l i t y  which cont inued throughout t he  remainder o f  March 
and i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  A p r i l .  On 15 March Commander James W. D A V I S  r e l i e v e d  
Commander G. Dennis HICKS as Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS MEMPHIS (SSN691). 
Approximately 200 people, i n c l u d i n g  a de legat ion  from t h e  c i t y  o f  Memphis, 
Tennessee, tu rned ou t  t o  witness CDR DAVIS become MEMPHIS' second Commanding 
O f f i c e r .  On 7 A p r i l ,  MEMPHIS proceeded t o  t h e  AUTEC weapons range f o r  MK-48 
torpedo f i r i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Upon successful  complet ion o f  t he  MK-48 torpedo 
f i r i n g  exerc ises range, MEMPHIS t r a n s i t e d  t o  Annapolis, Maryland, t h e  home o f  
t h e  Uni ted States Naval Academy. During t h e  pe r i od  18-20 A p r i l ,  almost 1300 
midshipmen, f a c u l t y ,  and s t a f f  members toured MEMPHIS. This  p o r t  v i s i t  was 
arranged t o  p rov ide  t h e  Naval Academy Midshipmen w i t h  a f i r s t  hand look a t  t h e  
new 688 Class nuclear  powered f a s t  a t tack  submarine as we l l  as t h e  career, 
educat ional ,  and advancement oppo r tun i t i es  o f  nuc lear  t r a i n e d  o f f i c e r s .  The 
shor t ,  surfaced t r a n s i t  down t h e  Chesapeake Bay from Annapol is t o  No r fo l k  was 
h i g h l i g h t e d  by a Dependent's Day Cruise. Almost 120 f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  o f  
MEMPHIS crewmen p a r i t i c p a t e d .  MEMPHIS a r r i v e d  back i n  No r fo l k  on 22 A p r i l  and 
commenced a week o f  i n p o r t  type t r a i n i n g .  On 28 A p r i l  a two week upkeep, 
supported by USS EMORY S. LAND (AS39) was commenced. On 22 May MEMPHIS was 
underway and t r a n s i t e d  t o  Por t  Canaveral, F l o r i d a  f o r  a b r i e f  p o r t  v i s i t .  On 28 
May, s i x  Prospect ive Commanding O f f i c e r s  (PCO) and t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r  boarded 
MEMPHIS t o  begin a two week pe r i od  o f  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  AUTEC weapons 
range i n  support  o f  PC0 operat ions and educat ion. Fo l low ing  PC0 operat ions, 
MEMPHIS proceeded t o  t h e  sound range a t  TOTO, Exuma Sound B.W.I. Next s top was 
New London, Connect icut where MEMPHIS used t h e  drydocking f a c i l i t i e s  t o  c lean 
and preserve t h e  h u l l  and per form o ther  maintenance. Leaving New London on t h e  
morning o f  25 June, MEMPHIS t r a n s i t e d  t o  No r fo l k  prepar ing f o r  t he  Operat ional  
Reactor Safeguards Examination (ORSE). Upon a r r i v a l  Nor fo lk ,  MEMPHIS embarked 
t h e  ORSE team and t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Capes opera t ing  areas. A f t e r  two 
days o f  i n t e n s i v e  inspec t ion ,  MEMPHIS re tu rned t o  homeport f o r  t h e  remainder o f  
Ju ly .  The month o f  J u l y  was spent i n  upkeep w i t h  tender support  provided by USS 
EMORY S. LAND (AS39). On 2 August, MEMPHIS t r a n s i t  t o  U.S. Naval Submarine Base 
New London, Groton, Connect icut t o  at tend the  week long re f reshe r  t r a i n i n g  
program a t  t h e  U.S. Naval Submarine School. During t h e  p e r i o d  9-15 August, 
MEMPHIS completed pre-overseas movement workup (POM) tri a1 s. Aboard MEMPHIS, 
dur ing  t h e  exerc ises w i t h  USS BLUEFISH (SSN675), was Captain J.W. KOENIG, t h e  
Commander o f  Submarine Squadron EIGHT. A f t e r  t h e  POM workup period, MEMPHIS 
spent 15-25 August i n p o r t  making prepara t ion  t o  deploy. USS L.Y. SPEAR (AS36) 
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supp l ied  tender serv ices  as requ i red .  The POM c e r t i f i c a t i o n  exerc ises were 
conducted on 25-29 August w i t h  USS SEA DEVIL (SSN664) p rov id ing  serv ices.  Upon 
complet ion o f  t he  POM c e r t i f i c a t i o n  exercises, MEMPHIS re tu rned  t o  Nor fo lk .  On 
9 September MEMPHIS l e f t  No r fo l k  t o  begin her second extended overseas 
deployment. The i n i t i a l  t r a n s i t  was t o  the  Mediterranean Sea. A f t e r  spending 
approximately two weeks on s t a t i o n  i n  t he  Mediterranean, MEMPHIS a r r i v e d  a t  
Naples, I t a l y  f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t .  On 8 October MEMPHIS proceeded back t o  var ious 
Mediterranean Sea ASW Operat ing areas. The nex t  two weeks were spent i n  ASW 
exercises. On 20 October, MEMPHIS was tasked t o  the  Ind ian  Ocean under 
opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  o f  Commander Task Force SEVEN-FOUR. A f t e r  t he  long t r a n s i t ,  
which inc luded t h e  Shel lback ceremony as the  equator was crossed, MEMPHIS 
a r r i v e d  i n  Diego Garcia, B r i t i s h  I nd ian  Ocean T e r r i t o r y ,  t o  commence an upkeep 
a longside USS EMORY S. LAND (AS39). Fol lowing successful sea t r a i  1s on 7 
December, MEMPHIS departed Diego Garcia. From 7 December u n t i l  t he  end o f  t h e  
year MEMPHIS conducted ASW operat ions i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean i n  support o f  t h e  U.S. 
c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  groups. 
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