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COMMAND HISTORY FOR USS MEMPHIS (SSN 691) FOR 1979 

Upon complet ion of a post  sh ipya rd  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  Newport News S h i p b u i l d i n g  
& Drydock Company, Newport News, VA, MEMPHIS completed shakedown sea t r i a l s  
and r e t u r n e d  t o  N o r f o l k  i n  mid-February. A f t e r  a s h o r t  a t  sea per iod,  t h e  
s h i p  proceeded south t o  t h e  acous t i c  range (AUTEC) f a c i l i t y  a t  Tongue o f  t h e  
Ocean. Enroute t o  AUTEC, MEMPHIS conducted mutual exerc ises  w i t h  USS 
BIRMINGHAM (SSN 695). A t  AUTEC, MEMPHIS success fu l l y  completed MK 48 
to rpedo c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  A f te r  AUTEC, MEMPHIS had a p o r t  c a l l  i n  FT 
Lauderdale, F l o r i d a  f o r  severa l  days i n  p repa ra t i on  f o r  a t e c h n i c a l  
e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  AN/BQS-15 Sonar System. A f te r  a r e t u r n  v i s i t  t o  FT 
Lauderdale t o  debark t e c h n i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  personnel and equipment, MEMPHIS 
proceeded t o  Nor fo l  k. Whi 1 e underway MEMPHIS compl e t e d  a Nuclear Weapons 
Technica l  A s s i s t  e v a l u a t i o n  by Commander Submarine Squadron SIX. The s h i p ' s  
performance d u r i n g  t h i s  Technica l  A s s i s t  was so successfu l  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w  
on requi rement  of a Nuclear  Weapons Acceptance I n s p e c t i o n  was waived. Upon 
a r r i v a l  i n  No r fo l k ,  MEMPHIS commenced an upkeep t h a t  was an ex tens i ve  
p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  upcoming Mediterranean deployment. Th i s  upkeep i nc l uded  
a week o f  drydock a t  N o r f o l k  Naval Shipyard and de-perming o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
s h i p  a t  Craney I s l and ,  V i r g i n i a .  The upkeep ended i n  e a r l y  May and t h e  s h i p  
t r a n s i t e d  t o  New London f o r  a one week pre-deployment t r a i n i n g  per iod. 
These classroom sess ions combined w i t h  t h e  a t  sea t r a i n i n g  proved t o  be an 
e f f e c t i v e  workup f o r  t h e  approaching Pre-Overseas Movement (POM) 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Another a t  sea workup per iod,  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  USS SEA 
DEVIL (SSN 661) f u l l y  prepared t h e  MEMPHIS f o r  i t s  POM C e r t i f i c a t i o n  which 
was completed s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  e a r l y  June w i t h  t h e  USS HAMMERHEAD (SSN 663). 
The s h i p  t hen  h e l d  upkeep which served t o  f i n a l i z e  m a t e r i a l  read iness  f o r  
t h e  deployment and on June 22 l e f t  N o r f o l k  f o r  t h e  Mediterranean. MEMPHIS 
p i cked  up t h e  Opera t iona l  Reactor Safeguards Examinat ion (ORSE) team i n  
G i b r a l t e r  i n  e a r l y  J u l y  and success fu ly  completed her  second ORSE on t h e  way 
t o  La Maddalena, I t a l y .  A f t e r  a b r i e f  p o r t  v i s i t  the re ,  MEMPHIS proceeded 
on a t  sea ope ra t i ons  f o r  t h e  remainder o f  Ju l y .  The beg inn ing  o f  August 
found MEMPHIS pay ing  a p o r t  v i s i t  t o  La Spezia, I t a l y .  The crew enjoyed a 
week o f  r e l a x a t i o n  t h e r e  s i gh t see ing  a t  famous l o c a t i o n s  such as P i s a  and 
Florence. A f t e r  La Spezia, MEMPHIS h e l d  upkeep i n  La Maddalena a long  s i d e  
submarine tender  HOWARD W. GILMORE (AS-16) d u r i n g  t h e  midd le  o f  August. The 
upkeep was i n tense  bu t  was h i g h l i g h t e d  by a v i s i t  f rom t h e  Commander o f  t h e  
U. S. SIXTH F lee t ,  V ice  Admiral  W i l l i a m  N. SMALL. Du r i ng  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
o f  August, MEMPHIS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  NATO f l e e t  e x e r c i s e  Na t i ona l  Week X X V I I ;  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  development o f  submarine employment t a c t i c s .  MEMPHIS 
concluded Nat iona l  Week w i t h  a b r i e f  s top  i n  Augusta Bay, S i c i l y  t o  embark 
t h e  Commander Submarine Group EIGHT, Rear Admiral  Paul D. TOMB f o r  t h e  t h r e e  
day t r a n s i t  t o  MEMPHIS'S nex t  p o r t  c a l l ;  Ashdod, I s r a e l .  MEMPHIS, moored 
a longs ide  USS CARON (DD-970), enjoyed f o u r  days i n  I s r a e l  w i t h  t h e  crew 
t o u r i n g  h i s t o r i c  p laces such as Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Du r i ng  t h e  v i s i t ,  
MEMPHIS a long  w i t h  CARON p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i l m i n g  o f  a CNO Si t -Rep 
concern ing t h e  p o r t  v i s i t .  MEMPHIS depar ted Ashdod on 4 September f o r  
Naples, I t a l y ,  and a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a f t e r  a sho r t  t r a n s i t .  MEMPHIS spent f i v e  
days i n  Naples, w i t h  t h e  crew v i s i t i n g  such places as t h e  r u i n s  o f  Pompei 
and t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Capri. A f t e r  Naples, MEMPHIS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a t  sea 

Enclosure ( 1 )  



opera t ions  and r e t u r n e d  f o r  a one month upkeep i n  La Maddalena, again a long  
s i d e  t h e  GILMORE. MEMPHIS depar ted La Maddalena t h e  l a s t  day o f  October and 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a t  sea opera t ions  be fo re  making a b r i e f  s t op  i n  G i b r a l t a r ,  
a f t e r  which MEMPHIS depar ted t h e  Mediterranean, headed f o r  home. MEMPHIS 
r e t u r n e d  t o  N o r f o l k  and her  new submarine squadron, Squadron EIGHT, on 15 
November and commenced a s tand  down and upkeep w i t h  EMORY S. LAND (AS-39). 
MEMPHIS f i n i s h e d  ou t  1979 moored i n  homeport. MEMPHIS was awarded t h e  
B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  " E "  f o r  Submarine Squadron EIGHT f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  year  1979. 
Department awards a l s o  i nc l uded  t h e  Damage Con t ro l  and Co~vnuni c a t i  on "E "  f o r  
ou ts tand ing  achievement i n  f i s c a l  yea r  1979. 
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