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28 February 1989 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS M I C H I G A N  (SSBN 727) 
To: D i r e c t o r  of  Naval H i s to ry  (OP-OgBH), Washington Navy Yard, Washington, 

DC 20374 

Subj:  FORWARDING OF HISTORY OF THE SHIP 

Ref: (a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl: ( 1 )  Command Composition and Organizat ion 
(2) Chronological  Sequence o f  Events 
(3) Support ing Documents 

1 .  I n  accordance with r e f e r ence  ( a ) ,  enc losures  ( 1 )  through ( 3 )  a r e  forwarded. 

d- S. ROMANO 

By d i r e c t i o n  

Copy to :  
USS MICHIGAN (SSBN 727)(BLUE) 



COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 

1.  Mission. The mission o f  SSBN726 Class  submarines is  t o  provide a s t r a t e g i c  
d e t e r r e n c e  a g a i n s t  h o s t i l e  a t t a c k  by main ta in ing  a cont inuous c a p a b i l i t y  t o  
d e l i v e r  s t r a t e g i c  missile a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  h o s t i l e  t a r g e t s .  I n  o rde r  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h i s  miss ion ,  SSBN726 Class  submarines a r e  designed t o  perform t h e  fo l lowing  
t a s k s  : 

a .  To o p e r a t e  a t  s e a  f o r  extended per iods  a s  a h igh ly  r e l i a b l e ,  su rv ivab le  
d e t e r r e n t  t o  a nuc l ea r  weapon a t t a c k  by a fo re ign  power, and t o  des t roy  land 
t a r g e t s  wi th  s t r a t e g i c ,  nuc l ea r  armed missiles. 

b. To minimize t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  d e t e c t i o n  by any p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t .  

c. To ope ra t e  de fens ive ly  a g a i n s t  submarine and s u r f a c e  s h i p  t h r e a t s  as 
necessary t o  accomplish t h e  mission. 

2. O r ~ a n i z a t i o n .  The USS M I C H I G A N ,  second i n  t h e  T r iden t  Class  of  nuc l ea r  
s t r a t e g i c  b a l l i s t i c  missile submarines,  is commanded by (Gold C r e w )  Captain 
Bernard D. Greeson, and (Blue C r e w )  Captain H. F. Herrera. 

There a r e  p r e s e n t l y  e i g h t  T r iden t  submarines,  a l l  o f  which a r e  ass igned  t o  
Submarine Squadron Seventeen, commanded by Captain M. P. Gray. 
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1988 CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

DATE - 
JAN 88: 

21-22 J A N  88: 

04 FEB 88: 

MAR - MAY 88: 

07-08 MAY 88: 

12 MAY 88: 

JUN - AUG 88: 

07-13 JUL 88: 

13-15 AUG 88: 

16-17 AUG 88: 

i!O AUG 88: 

SEP - NOV 88: 

13-14 NOV 88: 

19-20 NOV 88: 

23 NOV 88: 

DEC 88: 

KEY EVENTS 

GOLD Crew completed Strategic Deterrent Patrol 817. 

GOLD Crew successfully completed an Operational Reactor 
Safeguards Examination w i t h  an overall grade of Average. 

Exchange of Command, Captain H. F. Herrera, Commanding 
Officer (Blue) and crew relieved Captain B. D. Greeson, 
Commanding Officer (Gold) and crew. 

BLUE Crew completed Strategic Deterrent Patrol #18. 

BLUE Crew successfully completed an Operational Reactor 
Safeguards Examination wi th  an overall grade of Above Average. 

Exchange of Command, Captain B. D.  Greeson, Commanding 
Officer (Gold) and crew relieved Captain H. F. Herrera, 
Commanding Officer (Blue) and crew. 

GOLD Crew completed Strategic Deterrent Patrol 119. 

Port V i s i t  t o  Naval A i r  Station, Alameda, California. 

GOLD Crew successfully completed a Tactical Readiness 
Evaluation wi th  an overall grade of Average. 

GOLD Crew sa t i s fac tor i ly  completed a Navy Technical 
Proficiency Inspection (MTPI).  

Exchange of Command, Captain H. F. Herrera, Commanding 
Officer (Blue) and crew relieved Captain B. D. Greeson, 
Commanding Officer (Gold) and crew. 

BLUE Crew completed Strategic Deterrent Patrol #20. 

BLUE Crew successfully completed a Tactical Readiness 
Evaluation w i t h  an overall grade of Above Average. 

BLUE Crew sa t i s fac tor i ly  completed a Navy Technical 
Profi.ciency Inspec tion (NTPI 1. 

Exchange of Command, Captain B. D.  Greeson, Commanding 
Officer (Gold) and crew relieved Captain H. F. Herrera, 
Commanding Officer (Blue) and crew. 

GOLD Crew commenced Strategic Deterrent Patrol #21. 
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USS M I C H I G A N  (SSBN 727) 
HISTORY 

USS MICHIGAN (SSBN 727)  is t h e  second T r i d e n t  Class Nuclear  Submarine t o  be 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  and is t h e  t h i r d  U.S. Warship t o  b e a r  t h e  name o f  t h e  Great Lakes 
State. 

The s h i p ' s  k e e l  was l a i d  on 4 A p r i l  1977 a t  E l e c t r i c  Boat D i v i s i o n  o f  
General  Dynamics C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  Groton,  Connec t icu t .  The submarine was 
c h r i s t e n e d  on 26 A p r i l  1980 by Mrs. Lucian N. Nedzi and commissioned on 18 
September 1982. 

A f t e r  comple t ing  Demonstra t ion and Shakedown O p e r a t i o n s  (DASO)  a t  Cape 
Canaveral  i n  January  1983, MICHIGAN t r a n s i t e d  t h e  Panama Canal and a r r i v e d  a t  
Naval Submarine Base, Bangor, on 16 March 1983. 

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1983, MICHIGAN completed P o s t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.  She subsequen t ly  assumed h e r  major  r o l e  a s  a 
strategic d e t e r r e n t ,  dep loy ing  f o r  h e r  first p a t r o l  i n  August 1983. 

M I C H I G A N ' S  performance t o  d a t e  h a s  been demons t ra ted  by r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  
f a l l o w i n g  awards  : 

USS MICHIGAN (SSBN 727)(GOLD) USS M I C H I G A N  (SSBN 727)(BLUE) 

Engineer ing  "EN 
ASW "A" 
Damage C o n t r o l  "DCW 

FY-84 

Communications "CW 

M e r i t o r i o u s  Uni t  Commendation 
Damage C o n t r o l  "DCW 

B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  "EN 
Engineer ing  "En 
ASW "A" 
S i l v e r  Anchor Award 
Olympic F l a g  Trophy 

Battle E f f i c i e n c y  "EN 
Engineer ing  "EN 

M e r i t o r i o u s  Uni t  Commendation 
Engineer ing  "En 
Strategic Weapons ''Sn 
Communications "Cff 

Battle E f f i c i e n c y  
Supply "En 

Olympic F l a g  Trophy 

S i l v e r  Anchor Award 

Gold Anchor Award 


