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From: Commanding Officer, USS KEY WEST (SSN 722)
To: Director of Naval History (OP 0O9HB)

Subj: USS KEY WEST (SSN 722) 1997 COMMAND HISTORY
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12F

Encl: (1) Organization, Chronology, and Narrative
(2) Supporting Documents

1. Per reference (a), enclosures (1) and (2) are forwarded.

G. M. WADZATA



COMMAND HISTORY
USS KEY WEST (SSN 722)
1997
1. Command Composition for USS KEY WEST (SSN 722):
a. Commanding Officer:
CDR George M. Wadzita (1 Jan 97 - Present)
b. Immediate superior in command:
(1) COMSUBRON ONE (1 Jan 97 - 16 Jul 97)
(2) COMSUBRON THREE (17 Jul 97 - 31 Dec 97)
c. Mission: Plan for and when ordered:

- Conduct offensive submarine operations, including
anti-submarine warfare, mining operations, and
other operations as required.

- Conduct anti-submarine warfare in conjunction
with other anti-submarine warfare forces and
other operations as required.

- Conduct offensive strike operations

d. Homeport: Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

Chronology

* 1 January - 6 January
Standdown, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

* 8 January - 16 January
Enroute San Diego

* 16 January - 26 January
FLEETEX with Constellation CVBG

* 26 January - 30 January
S/F Upkeep (San Diego) /Voyage repairs with USS MCKEE

* 1 February - 9 February
S/F Upkeep (San Diego)/Voyage repairs with USS MCKEE
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10 February - 21 February
JTFEX/POMCERT with Constellation CVBG

21 February - 28 February
Enroute Pearl Harbor

01 March - 03 March
Enroute Pearl Harbor

05 March - 16 March
S/F Upkeep

17 March - 31 March
Loadout

07 April
Deploy with Constellation CVBG

11 April
Crossed International Dateline & Equator (Golden
Shellback Ceremony)

29 April - 5 May

Port Visit Perth, Western Australia

Hosted by Naval Base HMAS STIRLING (Host ship HMAS
COLLINS)

Calls on CO HMAS STIRLING, COMSUBRON, Mayor of
Rockingham

VIP Lunch onboard with U.S. Ambassador to Western
Australia, other local dignitaries and officials

10 June - 16 June

- Port Visit Bahrain

- Tour by GEN Peay (CENTCOM), Hon. Kenneth Bacon
(ASD(PA)), Pierside chat with Hon. William
Cohen (SECDEF)

- Briefed VADM Fargo (C5F) on Spec Op

- Day trip to USS Constellation to brief RADM
Schmidt (CTF 50/COMCRUDESGRU ONE) on SPECOP

- Reception onboard HMS WESTMINSTER (FF)

- Dinner at Emir of Bahrain’s Palace
Dinner with VADM Fargo and Commander Canadian
Naval Forces in the Gulf
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30 June - 03 July

Anchored off Muscat, Oman, tied up alongside USS
Thorn (DD), embarked one 1/c & three 2/c

NROTC midshipmen

02 July
Reception at U.S. Embassy, Muscat, Oman

03 July

VIP Cruise for Ambassador to Oman and four cabinet
level members of Royal Oman government, hosted
onboard by VADM Fargo

09 July - 12 July
- Operational Reactor Safeguard Examination (ORSE)
- LCDR Brian T. Vance, USN (PXO) reports onboard

11 July - 12 July
Strait of Malacca surface transit

15 July
Halfway Night festivities

16 July

- CO, NAV ashore in Kuantan, Malaysia for debrief &
Closing Ceremonies for Bi-lateral exercise CARAT
Malaysia. LCDR Galluzzo acting CO, LCDR Vance
acting Navigator

16 July - 26 July
Port Visit Singapore

- CARAT Singapore bilateral exercise planning

- Sports tournament (5 Key West sailors U.S. Navy
in victory over Royal Singapore Navy).

27 July - 29 July
- Underway Phase, CARAT Mercub (Singapore)
- Two Royal Singapore Navy officers onboard

30 July - 03 August
- Inport Singapore
- Debrief/Closing ceremonies for CARAT 97
- Planning for additional CARAT (USW only)

03 August - 04 August
- CARAT Mergate W/2 Singapore Navy ships

Encl (1)



* 04 August - 13 August
Transit with 4 Singapore Navy officers aboard for
submarine indoctrination

* 13 August - 23 August
- Inport Yokosuka, Japan
- Disembark 4 RSN Riders
- Embark 1-2/c midshipmen
- Fuji TV News positive media opportunity
(6PM lead news story)
- Lunch/tour exchange with JDS YUKISHIO (SS 581)
- CBS Fresno & BBC media interviews of crew members

* 25 August - 26 August
~ Inport Okinawa, Japan

* 26 August - 03 September
ASWEX - East China

* 07 September - 12 September
Voyage Repair, Yokosuka, Japan

* 16 September - 18 September
Battle Group Operations in support CONSTELLATION
Battle Group transit to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

* 23 September
Arrive Pearl Harbor

* 24 September - 24 October
Standdown

* 24 November - 31 December
IMF Upkeep (23,000 Man-hours)

3. Narrative.

a. USS KEY WEST (SSN 722) as a member of the USS
CONSTELLATION (CV 64) Battle Group, completed a Western Pacific
deployment.

- b. Participated in several multi-nation naval exercises
during WESTPAC deployment.

c. USS KEY WEST (SSN 722) feature by Fuji News while inport
Yokosuka, Japan. Fuji’s first visit onboard a nuclear powered
submarine.
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d. Awarded the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal for service
in the Arabian Gulf in Operation Southern Watch.
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
’Photograph (Ship - Navy Standard)
Photograph (Arrival in Pearl Harbor)
Welcome Aboard Pamphlet (CDR Wadzita)
USS KEY WEST (SSN 722) Bumper Sticker (1)

USS KEY WEST (SSN 722) Ship’s Crest Sticker (2)
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