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From: Commanding Officer, USS HONOLULU (SSN 718)

To: Director of Naval History (OP-08BH), Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, D. C. 20374-0571
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Encl!: (1) Command History
1. Per reference (a), enclosure (1) covering calendar year 1988
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The ship started the year 1989 on her second Western
Pacific deployment. Almost immediately upon leaving Pear|
Harbor, the ship received notification of a schedule change
that would put her at sea for the entire month of January
performing a classified mission instead of the original plan
of a direct transit and upkeep in Yokosuka, Japan. Upon
arrival in Japan on 29 January, the ship commenced a hectic
and demanding 10 day upkeep prior to leaving on PACSUBASWEX
89~-2, a two week underway time which tested the effects of
ocean eddies and currents on sound propagation.

Upon completion of the ASWEX, the ship pulled into
Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines for another upkeep
period and some much deserved |iberty. The crew enjoyed the
sights and sounds the friendly population had to offer, and
several assisted in a COMSEVENTHFLT public affairs office
request to help paint a local village school. The ship
eagerly departed Subic Bay on 9 March bound for the
designated liberty port of Hong Kong.

Upon completion of the submerged and 10 hour surface
transit into Hong Kong harbor and tying up to the USNS Sioux
(which provided mooring and some hotel services), the crew
was given five days of liberty in this bustiing metropolis.
Many took advantage of the China Fleet Club's exchange and
did some serious shopping for everything from oriental rugs
to fine china to tailor made clothing. Everyone agreed that
this was the best stop of the entire deployment.

From Hong Kong, the ship was scheduled to proceed to
Chinhae, Korea for a two week pre-operation upkeep moored
outboard the USS Proteus (AS-19); however the schedule was
again changed and HONOLULU was sent on another classified
mission. This reduced our upkeep time from 13 days down to
just 5. The frantic pace of the resulting upkeep was hindered
somewhat by the remote location of the tender, making it
difficult to get unavailable repair parts to the ship.
Nevertheless, crew members took advantage of the few off hours
they had to explore the areas around Chinhae and Pusan,
enjoying the local color and flavor, though it was not
thought of as highly as other ports we had visited.

The ship departed Korea the day of their Naval
Academy’'s graduation, May 4th, and transited up to Yokosuka,
Japan to load the TB-23 thin-line towed sonar array. From
Yokosuka, Honolulu left for her designated two month long
classified Special Operation.

Upon completion of a very successful cruise, the ship
pulled into the territory of Guam on 14 June for a post-
operation upkeep, again with the Proteus. This six day
upkeep was hectic but fruitful, making several minor repairs
and preparing the boat for her upcoming Operation Reactor
Safeguards Exam (ORSE) as well as her arrival back to Pearl
Harbor. It also provided the crew some relaxation and much
needed time off the ship.



Bidding a fond farewell to the Proteus and Guam, the
ship left and began a grueling workup of drills and
evolutions in preparation for the ORSE, scheduled to take
place upon return to Pear| Harbor on June 27th. The exam
went well, with no grades of less than Average. The
triumphant return to port was June 28th, with wives and
families onhand to greet the officers and crew.

The return to Pearl| Harbor also commenced an informal

standdown period for the crew that lasted until late July,
when the ship officially started its workup for the upcoming
Naval Technical Proficiency Inspection (NTPI). During this
time, the ship fine tuned its records and ability to perform

various weapons related evolutions. The effort expended
resulted in one of the finest inspections ever, with grades
Outstanding in every area.

Almost immediately following the completion of the
NTP!, the ship was informed that it would be departing on its
scheduled Northern Pacific deployment a week early, to leave
on September 9. The preparations for this two month long
trip went into a fever pitch, and the ship successfully left
on schedule to perform its classified mission.

Upon the return to Pearl Harbor on 30 October, the crew
stood down for the remainder of the week, then got underway
again to support Fleet Training Group services with some
surface ships, and the week following to provide services to
a Squadron One ship during their Tactical Readiness Exam. It
was during this week that Honolulu got notification they were
to be the ship Congressman Les Aspin, Chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee would ride from Lahaina, Maui to
Pear ! Harbor during his tour of the islands.

When the ship pulled back in to port on 17 November, an
all out effort was made to get the ship ready for the VIP
tour, which would also include COMSUBPAC (RADM Colley) and
COMSUBRON SEVEN (CAPT Boyer). The ship was painted both
inside and out, and on the morning of 25 November the ship
got underway to pick up the Admiral and Congressman. The
tour included demonstrating to Rep. Aspin many of the
capabilities of a 688-class submarine in a variety of
environments as well as showing him the layout of the ship.

After dropping the Congressman and Admiral off, the
ship went back to sea to provide services to surface
combatants and pulled back into port the 30th of November
whereupon it got ready to enter dry dock on the 1st of
December remove some of the installed ballast in order to
allow a new battery to be installed onboard.

The remainder of the December was spent in drydock,
having Pear| Harbor Naval Shipyard remove some 50 tons of
iron ballast from the main ballast tanks, as well as work on
the AN/BQA-8 hydrophone system and replacement of the AN/BQQ-
5 hull array hydrophones. The time also provided the crew
much needed inport time to get reaquainted with family and
friends after a year that saw an operating tempo of close to
80% and some 100,000 miles steamed.



