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Command H is to ry  f o r  1984 1 
USS GEORGIA (SSBN 729) 

Blue Crew 

USS GEORGIA (SSBN 7291, the  Navy's four th  T r i d e n t  submarine, was 
comnissioned on 11 February 1984 a t  the  Naval Underwater Systems Center, New 
London, Connecticut. Captain Arland W. Kuester, USN, Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
Precomnissioning U n i t  assumed comnand of the  ship and the  Blue Crew. The Chief 
of Naval Operations, Admiral James D. Watkins, USN, attended the  comnissioning 
ceremonies along w i t h  h i s  wi fe,  Mrs. Sh ie la  M. Watkins, the  s h i p ' s  sponsor. 
The p r i n c i p a l  speaker was The Honorable Mack Mat t ing ly ,  Uni ted States Senator 
from Georgia. The Honorable Joe Frank Har r is ,  Governor of Georgia, was a lso  
present. 

Fol  lowing comni ss ioning , Georgia conducted var ious shakedown operat ions 
whi l e  operat ing o u t  o f  Por t  Canaveral , Flor ida .  These inc luded Demonstration 
and Shakedown Operations (DASO). DASO culminated i n  the  successful launch o f  a 
T r i d e n t  I m i s s i l e  on 7 A p r i l .  

During the  shakedown period, USS GEORGIA was p r i v i l e g e d  t o  have aboard 
f o r  t ou rs  the  French M i n i s t e r  o f  Defense and the French CNO. The Blue Crew's 
f i r s t  on-ship per iod  concluded w i t h  the  successful completion o f  a Nuclear 
Weapons Acceptance Inspect ion  on 10 A p r i l  which c e r t i f i e d  the  crew t o  ca r ry  
nuclear  weapons. The crew then successfu l ly  completed i t s  f i r s t  Operat ional 
Reactor Safeguards Exam on 20 Apri  1. 

The Blue Crew was r e l i e v e d  by the  Gold crew on 23 Apr i  1. The m a j o r i t y  
of the  crew then moved t h e i r  f am i l i es  t o  the s h i p ' s  homeport, Bangor, 
Washington. The in tens i ve  6 week t r a i n i n g  per iod  which fo l lowed inc luded an 
extensive l e c t u r e  program, numerous formal schools a t  T r iden t  Tra in ing  Faci li t y  
(TTF), Bangor, and o ther  commands, and var ious team t ra ine rs ,  a lso  a t  TTF. 

Exchange o f  comnand was completed on 28 June i n  New London, Connecticut, 
and the  Blue Crew took the ship back t o  E l e c t r i c  Boat Shipyard, where the  ship 
was b u i l t ,  f o r  Post-Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  (PSA). Th is  per iod was used t o  
c o r r e c t  var ious ma te r ia l  problems and t o  make a number o f  equipment modi f i ca-  
t i o n s  and addi t ions.  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t he  l a t t e r  was the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
the  ANIBQQ-9 Thin L ine  Towed Array System. 

Fol lowing PSA, USS GEORGIA hosted a number o f  d i g n i t a r i e s  from the  State 
of Georgia f o r  an overn ight  c r u i s e  from Savannah, Georgia t o  Por t  Canaveral, 
F l o r i d a  from 31 August t o  1 September. These inc luded United States Senators 
San Nunn and Mack Mat t ing ly ,  Georgia Governor Joe Frank Har r is ,  Uni ted States 
Representat ive from Georgia Lindsay Thomas, and the  Mayor Pro Tem o f  Savannah, 
Leo Center. 

During the  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  shakedown period, the Blue Crew success- 
f u l l y  completed i t s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  employing Mark 48 torpedoes and Mobi le 
Submarine Simulators (MOSS). Exchange o f  comnand t o  the  Gold Crew was then 
completed on 21 September. 

The Blue Crew's f i n a l  o f f - s h i p  t r a i n i n g  per iod  p r i o r  t o  p a t r o l  was con- 
ducted from 22 October t o  21 December 1984 a t  Bangor, Washington. The s k i l l s  
which the  Blue Crew would s h o r t l y  pu t  t o  use on p a t r o l  were sharpened dur ing  
t h i s  time. 


