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USS GERMANTOWN (LSD 42) 
COMMAND HISTORY ~ 

1 JANUARY 1987 - 31 DECE~BER 1987 

I. COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

a. Mission - The mission of USS GERMANTOWN 1s t o  launch and support assault 
landing c r a f t  and helicopters during amphibious operations against hos t i l e  
shores. GERMANTOWN i s  the f i r s t  ship i n  the Paqi f ic  Fleet t o  carry the new 
Landing Craft  A i r  Cushion (LCAC) and was, during 1987, the f i r s t  U. S. Navy ship 
t o  deploy wi th  an LCAC detachment. The LCAC i s  an attack hovercraft wi th  the 
a b i l i t y  t o  del iver a 60 ton payload t o  hos t i l e  $hores over 40 knots. U t i l i z i n g  
t h i s  new c ra f t ,  GERMANTOWN can carry out an amphibious r a i d  or  assault over a 
much wider range o f  beaches than previously accessible by conventional landing 
c ra f t .  

b. Ship's Characterist ics 

Length ................................................. 609 feet, 7 inches 
Beam..............................................................84 feet 
Draft...................................................l9 feet, 2 inches 
Well Deck.............................................440 feet by 50 feet 
Ship's Company ..................... 24 Officers, 19 CPO1s and 372 Enl isted 
Embarked Troops.. ................ .25 Officers, 13 SNCO's and 362 Enl isted 
Combat Systems ..........................,...... A N - 4 9  A i r  Search Radar 

AN/SPS-67 Surface Search Radar 
I LN-66 Surface Navigation Radar 

AN/SLQ-$2 Electronic Countermeasures Set 
Phalanx Close-in Weapon System 

Propulsion .............................. Four Colt-Pielst ick PC2.5V 
16 Cylinder Diesel Engines 

Two shafts wi th  Control lable Pi tch Propellers (CPP) 
Four 1300 KW Ship's Service Diesel Generators 

Bui ld  by Lockheed Shipbuilding Company, Seattle, Washington 

Homeported i n  San Diego, Cal i fornia,  USS GERMANTOWN i s  named fo r  the 
h i s t o r i c  Pennsylvania d i s t r i c t  o f  Germantown. Now a res ident ia l  section o f  
Philadelphia, Germantown was founded i n  1683 and was the s i t e  o f  an important 
b a t t l e  o f  the American War fo r  Independence fought on October 4, 1777 between 
the forces o f  General George Washington and Gengral S i r  Will iam Howe. 

The name Germantown has been borne by on4 previous U. S. Navy ship, a 
sloop o f  war (1847-1864) which performed s ign i f i can t  service during the war with 
Mexico i n  the Home Squadron under Commodore  att thew Calbraith Perry. 

c. Organizational Structure - GERMANTOWN i s  the f i r s t  LSD 41 class ship i n  
the Pac i f i c  Fleet under the operational and administrative orqanization o f  
Commander, Naval Surface ~ o r c e ,  U. S. Pac i f i c  Fleet and commander, Amphibious 
Group THREE. While i n  CONUS, GERMANTOWN1s Immediate Superior i n  Command was 
Commander, Amphibious Squadron SEVEN, the Readiness Squadron Commander fo r  West 
Coast LSDs, LSTs and LKAs. While deployed t o  the Western Paci f ic ,  18 June - 18 
December, GERMANTOWN was under the immediate cohmand o f  Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron FIVE, one o f  three deploying West coast t a c t i c a l  squadrons. 

Encl (1) 



d.. Units Under Operational/Administrative Qontrol: 

ACU 5 Det Alpha 
SBU 12 Det Delta 
Various USMC un i ts  o f  13th MAU 

e. Commanding Of f icer  - Commander Edward M4rvin Kline, Jr. was USS 
GERMANTOWN1s Commanding Of f icer  throughout 1987, He attended the University o f  
Idaho graduating i n  1967 wi th  a Bachelor o f  Sci$nce degree i n  mathematics. Upon 
graduation he received h i s  commission through t l je NROTC program. 

Commander K l ine 's  f i r s t  tours o f  duty incluqed Combat Information Center 
Officer for the USS BRISTER (DER 327) and Boat Qroup Commander aboard the USS 
NAVARRO (LPA 215). Attending the Naval Postgraquate School i n  Monterey, 
Cal i forn ia during 1970 and 1971, CDR Kl ine recejved a Master o f  Science degree 
i n  Oceanography upon graduation i n  March 1971. ~ 

Following t ra in ing  a t  the Naval Destroyer ~ E h o o l  i n  Newport, Rhode Island, 
CDR Kl ine was assigned as Operations Of f icer  ofUSS TURNER JOY (DD 951) a f t e r  
which he took command o f  USS HITCHITI (ATF 103) f rom September 1975 u n t i l  August 
1977. 

After serving as the Senior S ta f f  Of f icer  fbr  Surface Operations fo r  the 
Commander Canadian Maritime Forces, Pac i f i c  i n  p ic to r ia ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia, CDR 
Kl ine served as Executive Off icer,  USS FORT FIS~$ER (LSD 40) and then was 
assigned as Operations Of f icer  f o r  Commander ~m4hibiou.s Squadron THREE p r i o r  t o  
being assigned as Commanding Off icer,  USS GERMANTOWN (LSD 42). After 
commissioning USS GERMANTOWN i n  February 1986, $DR Kl ine served as her f i r s t  
Commanding Off icer.  

CDR Kl ine has been awarded the Navy commendation Medal with gold s ta r  i n  
l i e u  o f  a second award as we l l  as several campaign and service awards. He i s  
married t o  the former Linda McHenry o f  Springfi$ld, I l l i n o i s .  The K l ine ls  have 
two children, Tamrah and Christopher. 

I I. CHRONOLOGY 

1-4 Jan 
5-9 Jan 
10-11 Jan 
12-16 Jan 
17-20 Jan 
21-22 Jan 
23-25 Jan 
26-30 Jan 
31 Jan - 1 Feb 
2-6 Feb 
7-9 Feb 
10-13 Feb 
14-16 Feb 
17-21 Feb 
22 Feb - 8 Mar 
9-12 Mar 
13-15 Mar 

Leave/Upkeep Period San Diego 
ISE fo r  ECC D r i l l s  
Inpor t  San Diego 
ISE fo r  ECC D r i l l s  
Inpor t  San Diego 
OPPE 
Inpor t  San Diego 
Refresher Training 
Inpor t  San Diego 
Refresher Training 
Inpor t  San Diego 
LCAC Operations 
Inpor t  San Diego 
LCAC Operations 
Inpor t  San Diego Upkeep 
ISE SSRNM 
Inpor t  San Diego 



16-20 Mar - 
21-22 Mar 
23-27 Mar 
28 Mar - 6 Apr 
7-17 Apr 
18-20 Apr 
21 Apr - 3 May 
4-6 May 
7 May 
8-17 May 
18 May 
19 May - 10 Jun 
11 Jun 
12-17 Jun 
18 Jun - 8 Ju l  
9-10 Ju l  
10 J u l  
11-13 J u l  
14-15 J u l  
16 Ju l  - 10 Aug 
11-14 Aug 
15-18 A u ~  
19 Aug 
19-21 A u ~  
22-26 A u ~  
25 Aug 
26 Aug 
27 Aug - 6 Sep 
28 Aug 
31 Aug 
7-10 Sep 
11-16 Sep 
17-22 Sep 
23-26 Sep 
27 Sep - 2 Oct 
3-15 Oct 
16-18 Oct 
19-20 Oct 
21-23 Oct 
24-26 Oct 
26 Oct 
27 Oct - 6 NOV 
7-9 NOV 
10-11 NOV 
11 Nov 
12 Nov 
12-13 NOV 
14-19 NOV 
20-22 NOV 
23 Nov 
24 Nov - 8 Dec 
9-10 Dec 
11-17 Dec 
18-31 Dec 

Amphibious Refresher Training ~ 
Inpor t  San Diego 
Amphibious Refresher Training 
Inpor t  San Diego Upkeep 
LCAC Operations OT I11 B 
Inpor t  San Diego 
Kernel Usher 87-3 
Inpor t  San Diego 
CSRT 
Inpor t  San Diego Upkeep 
Ammo Transfer 
Pre Overseas Movement 
Dependents' Cruise 
Pre Overseas Movement 
Transitex 87-20 
Port V i s i t  Buckner Bay Okinawa 
LCAC Demo Buckner Bay 
Group S a i l  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines 
Landex/Raidex Subic Bay 
Upkeep Subic Bay 
Enroute Pattaya Beach, Thailaqd 
Port V i s i t  Pattaya Beach, ~ha4land 
LCAC Demo Sattahip, Thailand 
Group S a i l  Singapore 
Inpor t  Singapore Upkeep 
LCAC Demo Singapore 
NEY Award Phase 1 Evaluation, singapore 
Group S a i l  Fremantle, Australta 
LCAC Demo Lemut, Malaysia 
"Crossing the Linem 
Anchor Fremantle, Austral ia ~ 
Val iant Usher 87-3 
Port V i s i t  Fremantle, Australta 
Group S a i l  Lon~boc S t r a i t s  
Group S a i l  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines 
Inpor t  Subic Bay Upkeep 
Group S a i l  Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
Anchor Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
Enroute Pohang, Korea 
Inpor t  Pohang, Korea 
LCAC Demo Pohang, Korea (VIP ? i s i t )  
Valiant B l i t z  88-1 
Inpor t  Pusan, Korea 
Group S a i l  Buckner Bay, Okinaua 
Marine Corps Birthday Celebration 
Offload Buckner Bay 
Group S a i l  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines 
Inpor t  Subic Bay 
Exercise Balikatan, Subic Bay 
Inpor t  Subic Bay 
Transit t o  Pearl Harbor, HI  
Inpor t  Pearl Harbor, H I  (Embark Tigers) 
Transit t o  San Diego (Tiger Cruise) 
Inpor t  San Diego Upkeep/Leave 



111. NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

GERMANTOWN began 1987 a f t e r  the holiday leaye period wi th  two weeks o f  
extensive ISE/ECC periods i n  preparation for OP&. Af ter  a highly successful 
OPPE, GERMANTOWN began Refresher Training. During the leave and upkeep period 
i n  December and January, GERMANTOWN conducted aself-observed t ra in ing  readiness 
evaluation (TRE) . This, plus selected t ra in ing  assistance from FTG instructors,  
prepared GERMANTOWN fo r  t raining. GERMANTOWN emerged from Refresher Training 
wi th  an overa l l  grade o f  wOutstandingN and the d i s t i nc t i on  o f  being c lass i f ied  
as a "Starw performer by COMFLETRAGRU. I n  the middle of February, GERMANTOWN 
started extensive workups wi th  LCACs o f f  the Southern Cal i forn ia coast i n  
preparation fo r  A p r i l  Operational Tests. Running the Ship Sel f  Radiated Noise 
Measurement (SSRNM) Range o f f  San Clemente Is land was useful  f o r  establishing 
class data and improving future LSD 41 class hul ls .  Two weeks o f  Amphibious 
Refresher Training were intensive but t i r i n g  weeks, conducting wet we l l  and AAV 
operations, alongside handling, LCU marriage and helo operations. Again 
GERMANTOWN stood out despite a r e l a t i v e l y  inexpqrienced but dedicated crew. 
Operational tes ts  (Phase 11) f o r  LCACs i n  mid Ahr i l  were extensive, but again 
allowed GERMANTOWN t o  re f i ne  her 1 A  LCAC Team arjd work closely wi th  her future 
deployment LCAC crews. The natural  fo l low on t~ that  t ra in ing  was Exercise 
Kernel Usher 87-3 o f f  Camp Pendleton and San Diqgo. The exercise was 
GERMANTOWN1s f i r s t  opportunity t o  par t i c ipa te  i h  an Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) 
l e v e l  exercise wi th  COMPHIBRON FIVE, USS TRIPOLI, USS DULUTH, USS DURHAM and USS 
FREDERICK. The exercise was a large success and ve r i f i ed  the ARG1s readiness 
fo r  underway. The l a s t  major hurdle before POM was CSRT where the electronics 
and weapons su i te  on board were inspected and groomed. 

The pre-deployment Dependents Cruise fo r  sa i lo rs  I , Marines and embarked 
detachments1 wives, fami l ies and fr iends was very we l l  received. Over 600 
c i v i l i a n s  embarked for a day o f  demonstrations (including an LCAC recovery) and 
tours. 

GERMANTOWN1s f i r s t  overseas deployment was hot only operationally 
s ign i f i can t  but was h i s to r i c ,  marking many new f i r s t s :  

- F i r s t  LSD 41 class t o  deploy t o  the Westepn Pac i f i c  

- F i r s t  deployment o f  an LCAC detachment 

- F i r s t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of a hovercraft i n  a j o i n t  and combined exercise 

- F i r s t  LCAC amphibious landing on a foreign shore 

- F i r s t  launching o f  advance forces from over the horizon a t  high speed t o  
an unprotected, unmarked beach 

- F i r s t  high speed non-helo MEDEVAC o f  simulated personnel casualt ies 

- F i r s t  amphibious landing a t  a beach protected by a bar r ie r  ree f  

Throughout GERMANTOWN and her three LCAC detachment demonstrated t h e i r  overa l l  
contr ibut ion t o  ARG mission accomplishment and 4mphibious operations 
f l e x i b i l i t y .  Par t ic ipat ing i n  s i x  major WESTPAC exercises i n  f i v e  d i f f e ren t  
countries proved her readiness and f l e x i b i l i t y .  For her superior performance i n  



the area o f  t a c t i c a l  development, GERMANTOWN waq awarded the COMPHIBRON FIVE 
Tact ica l  Development Award. 

The fol lowing major inspections were also aacomplished during the 
deployment. 

- ISIC Engineering Readiness Assessment - above average (the highest 
adjective grade attainable) 

- Aviation Cer t i f icat ion/Aviat ion Readiness Evaluation - passed 
sa t is fac tor i l y ,  ce r t i f y i ng  GERMANTOWN1s capabilsty t o  conduct helo operations 

- NEY Competition - Supply Food Service Insgection which eventually l e d  t o  
GERMANTOWN f in ish ing  3rd place Navy wide fo r  superior food service operation. 

On the return from deployment, GERMANTOWN embarked 102 "Tigersw, male guests 
and re la t i ves  o f  crewmembers fo r  the t r a n s i t  f r ~ m  Hawaii t o  San Diego. The 
f i n a l  days o f  December were spent i n  a holiday leave and upkeep status wi th  
fami l ies and friends. 

For her superior performance i n  1987 and prqfessionalism across the spectrum 
o f  competitive categories, USS GERMANTOWN was sdlected as a COMNAVSURFPAC 
Bat t le  'El winner i n  her f i r s t  ever competitive cyc le  and won departmental 
awards i n  Engineering, Damage Control, Gunnery 4nd Assault Boat Coxswain. 



USS GERMANTOWN (LSD 42) 
COMMAND HISTORY 

1 JANUARY 1988 - 31 DECE#BER 1988 

I. COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

a. Mission - The mission of USS GERMANTOWN i s  t o  launch and support assault 
landing c r a f t  and helicopters during amphibious operations against hos t i l e  
shores. GERMANTOWN i s  the f i r s t  ship i n  the Pac i f i c  Fleet t o  carry the new 
Landing Craft A i r  Cushion (LCAC) and was, during 1987, the f i r s t  U. S. Navy ship 
t o  deploy wi th  an LCAC detachment. The LCAC i s  an attack hovercraft wi th  the 
a b i l i t y  t o  del iver  a 60 ton payload t o  hos t i l e  shores over 40 knots. U t i l i z i n g  
t h i s  new c ra f t ,  GERMANTOWN can carry out an amptjibious r a i d  or  assault over a 
much wider range o f  beaches than previously accessible by conventional landing 
c ra f t .  

b. Ship's Characterist ics 

Length ................................................. 609 feet, 7 inches 
Beam..............................................................84 feet 
Draft...................................................l9 feet, 2 inches 
Well Deck.............................................440 feet by 50 feet 
Ship's Company ..................... 24 Officers, 19 CPO's and 372 Enl isted 
Embarked Troops ................... 25 Officers, 13 SNCO's and 362 Enl isted 
Combat Systems ................................. A N - 4 9  A i r  Search Radar 

AN/SPS-67 Surface Search Radar 
AN/SPS-64 Surface Navigation Radar 

AN/SLQ-32 Electronic Countermeasures Set 
Phalanx Close-in Weapon System 
NIXIE Torpedo Deception System 

Propulsion ..................................... Four Colt-Pielst ick PC2.5V 
16 Cylinder Diesel Engines 

Two shafts with Control lable P i tch  Propellers (CPP) 
Four 1300 KW Ship's Service Diesel Generators 

~ u i #  by Lockheed Shipbuilding Company, Seattle, Washington 

Homeported i n  San Diego, California, USS GERMANTOWN i s  named fo r  the 
h i s t o r i c  Pennsylvania d i s t r i c t  o f  Germantown. Now a res ident ia l  section o f  
Philadelphia, Germantown was founded i n  1683 and was the s i t e  o f  an important 
b a t t l e  o f  the American War f o r  Independence fought on October 4, 1777 between 
the forces o f  General George Washington and General S i r  Will iam Howe. 

The name Germantown has been borne by on& previous U. S. Navy ship, a 
sloop o f  war (1847-1864) which performed s ign i f i can t  service during the war wi th  
Mexico i n  the Home Squadron under Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry. 

c. Organizational Structure - GERMANTOWN i s  the f i r s t  LSD 41 class ship i n  
the Pac i f i c  Fleet under the operational and administrative organization o f  
Commander, Naval Surface Force, U. S. Pac i f i c  Fleet and Commander, Amphibious 
Group THREE. While i n  CONUS, GERMANTOWN1s Immediate Superior i n  Command was 
Commander, Amphibious Squadron SEVEN, the Readiness Squadron Commander fo r  West 
Coast LSDs, LSTs and LKAs. 

Encl (2) 



d. Units Under Operational/Administrative Control: 

None 

e. Commanding Of f icer  - Commander Edward Marvin Kline, Jr. was USS 
GERMANTOWN1s Commanding Off icer u n t i l  12 May 1988, when he was rel ieved by 
Commander T. Michael Wittkamp during ceremonies i n  San Diego. Commander 
Wittkamp served as Commanding Off icer for the remainder o f  1988. He received 
h i s  commission i n  June 1970 upon graduation from the U. S. Naval Academy. 

Following h i s  f i r s t  tour o f  duty as Chief Engineer i n  USS FORCE (MSO 445) he 
was assigned t o  the precommissioning crew o f  US9 ROBERT E. PEARY (FF 1073) as 
F i r s t  Lieutenant and Communications Off icer.  Upon completion o f  the Department 
Head Course a t  the Naval Destroyer School i n  July 1976, he served as Operations 
Of f icer  i n  USS HOLLISTER (DD 788). Commander Wittkamp then served as F i r s t  
Lieutenant i n  USS JUNEAU (LPD 10) from A p r i l  1978 t o  June 1980 which was 
followed by a tour a t  Navy Recruit ing Command Hqadquarters as Director 
Management Systems Division. Commander Wittkamp served as Executive Of f icer  i n  
USS FORT FISHER (LSD 40) from June 1982 t o  February 1984. Following a tour i n  
the Of f ice o f  the Chief o f  Naval Operations as an Action Of f icer  i n  the 
Strategy, Plans and Pol icy Div is ion (W-60), Commander Wittkamp attended the 
National War College where he graduated i n  June 1987. 

Commander Wittkamp has been awarded the Navy Commendation Medal wi th  two 
gold s tars and the Navy Achievement Medal. I n  addit ion he i s  authorized t o  wear 
the Navy Unit  Commendation, Navy 'El, Humanitarian Service Medal and various 
u n i t  and campaign awards. 

Commander Wittkamp i s  married t o  the former Mary Ann Wolaver o f  New Orleans, 
LA. The Wittkampls who current ly  reside i n  San Diego, have two chi ldren Michael 
Louis and Jennifer Lynne. 

11. CHRONOLOGY 

1-18 Jan 
19-24 Jan 
25-31 Jan 
1-12 Feb 
13 Feb - 13 Mar 
14-19 Mar 
20-21 Mar 
21-25 Mar 
25 Mar - 4 Apr 
4-9 Apr 
9-11 Apr 
11-12 Apr 
12-19 Apr 
19-22 Apr 
22-26 Apr 
26-29 Apr 
29 Apr - 16 May 
12 May 
16 May - 18 J u l  
18-23 J u l  

Leave and Upkeep Period San Diego 
ISE f o r  ECC SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
Exercise Kernel B l i t z  88-1 
Upkeep San Diego 
ISE LCAC Operations SOCAL 
Inpor t  San Diego 
ISE, ECC1s, DLQ I s SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
ISE, ECC, FLT OPS SOCAL 
Inpor t  San Diego 
ISE fo r  ECC SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
OPPRE SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
ISE SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
Change o f  Command 
PMA San Diego 
Deperm San Diego 



24-25 J u l  
25-30 J u l  
31 J u l  - 2 A u ~  
2-4 Aug 
4-9 A u ~  
9-13 A u ~  
13-21 A u ~  
22-27 A u ~  
27-29 A u ~  
29 Aug - 2 Sep 
3-11 Sep 
12-17 Sep 
17-19 Sep 
19-24 Sep 
25 Sep - 17 Oct 
3-7 Oct 
15 Oct 
18-31 Oct 
1-8 NOV 
4 Nov 
8-10 NOV 
10-15 NOV 
16-22 NOV 
22-28 NOV 
28 Nov - 2 Dec 
3-6 Dec 
6-31 Dec 

Inpor t  San Diego 
ISE f o r  DLQ1s SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
TRE San Diego 
Inpor t  San Diego 
Ammo Onload Seal Beach CA 
Upkeep San Diego 
IRFT SOCAL 
Inpor t  San Diego 
IRFT SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
PRFT SOCAL 
Inpor t  San Diego 
PRFT SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
CSRT 
SECNAV V i s i t  
Exercise Kernel Usher 
Upkeep San Diego 
3-M Inspection 
ISE f o r  ECC's SOCAL 
Inpor t  San Diego 
Kernel Usher - 1B SOCAL 
Upkeep San Diego 
MTT, IERA SOCAL 
Inpor t  San Diego 
POM San Diego 

111. NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

GERMANTOWN began 1988 af ter  a holiday leave period conducting Engineering 
Casualty Control (ECC) d r i l l s  i n  January i n  the Southern Cal i fornia Operations 
Area (SOCAL). I n  the month o f  February fol lowing ECC d r i l l s  GERMANTOWN 
part ic ipated i n  Exercise Kernel B l i t z  88-1 o f f  of San Clemente Is land and Camp 
Pendleton. GERMANTOWN operated wi th  USS DURHAM, USS TRIPOLI, USS DULUTH, USS 
OKINAWA and USS FREDERICK i n  exercises tha t  were we l l  planned and executed. 
After Kernel B l i t z  and various underway and t ra in ing  periods, GERMANTOWN was 
tested f o r  her engineering capabi l i t ies.  I n  A p r i l  OPPRE was conducted wi th  
pr ide and professionalism by the sh ip 's  engineering department wi th  an overa l l  
passing score. I n  the month of May GERMANTOWN marked i t s  f i r s t  change o f  
command i n  which Commander E. M. Kl ine was rel ieved by Commander T. M. Wittkamp 
during ceremonies a t  Naval Stat ion San Diego. Among the many distinguished 
guests were Commodore Terry, Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN and Rear 
Admiral Donovan Commander Amphibious Group THREE who was the pr inc ip le  speaker. 
A week a f te r  the change o f  command, GERMANTOWN entered a maintenance 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  which was contracted wi th  Southwest Marine a t  Naval Station, San 
Diego. This a v a i l a b i l i t y  concluded i n  July as GERMANTOWN prepared fo r  TRE, 
REFTRA and PHIBREFTRA i n  August and September. As usual GERMANTOWN swept a l l  
evolutions with nothing less than outstanding grades. Because o f  her 
outstanding t ra in ing  and overa l l  readiness, GERMANTOWN f inished REFTRA two days 
early, an event which was unprecedented i n  NAVSURFPAC. After these t ra in ing  
periods, GERMANTOWN began an upkeep period which included a v i s i t  by the 
Secretary o f  the Navy, Will iam Bal l .  Secretary B a l l ' s  comments were very 
complimentary and he promised another v i s i t  i n  the near future fo r  a personal 



t a l k  wi th  GERMANTOWN sai lors.  
- . . _  

I n  October GERMANTOWN par t ic ipated i n  Exercise Kernel Usher the second major 
amphibious exercise o f  1988 on the West Coast o f  the United States. Kernel 
Usher was unique i n  tha t  i t  included an exercise that  practiced the withdrawal 
o f  American c i t i zens  from v o l a t i l e  s i tuat ions overseas. GERMANTOWN was there t o  
help i n  any way possible t o  include medical treatment and berthing o f  evacuees. 
Following Kernel Usher GERMANTOWN prepared fo r  various inspections tha t  were 
required before WESTPAC deployment i n  January of 1989. These inspections 
included CSRT, MTT and a major 3-M Inspection. GERMANTOWN ended 1988 wi th  a Pre 
Overseas Movement leave and upkeep period. A much deserved res t  was reward 
enough fo r  the crew's outstanding performance during 1988. 


