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USS GARY (FFG 51) 
I 

COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION. 

U S S  GARY, t h e  namesake of c o n g r e s s i o n a l  Medal of Honor 
r e c i p i e n t  CDR Donald Arthur Gary, i s  t h e  f o r t y - f i f t h  s h i p  of t h e  
Ol ive r  Hazard Per ry  (FFG-7) class of guided m i s s i l e  f r i g a t e s .  
The mission of The ~ighting Frigate is  t o  provide a n t i - a i r ,  a n t i -  
su r face ,  and anti-submarine p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  merchant and m i l i t a r y  
convoys, carrier and l o g i s t i c s  b a t t l e  groups, and amphibious t a s k  
f o r c e s ,  o p e r a t i n g  ei ther independent ly o r  as p a r t  of a s u r f a c e  
a c t i o n  g roup .  She w a s  b u i l t  by Todd p a c i f i c  Shipyards 
co rpora t ion ,  Los Angeles, ~ a l i f o r n i a .  H e r  k e e l  w a s  l a id  on 18 
D e c e m b e r  1982, she was c h r i s t e n e d  on 19 November 1983, and was 
commissioned 17 November 1984. 

The commanding O f f i c e r  h a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  performance and wel fare  
of t h e  s h i p  and h e r  crew. Second i n  command, t h e  ~ x e c u t i v e  
O f f i c e r  implements p o l i c i e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  as a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
s h i p  and h e r  miss ion .  Each Department H e a d  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  
Commanding o f f i c e r  v i a  t h e  ~ x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  . 

USS GARY i s  under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  command of Commander, 
Destroyer Squadron TWO THREE, home ported i n  san Diego, CA. 

OPERATIONAL CC.. .ANDER 

USS GARY w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  from DESTROYER SQUADRON THIRTY THREE t o  
DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY THREE on 01 October 1995. 

SHIP'S ORGANIZATION, 1995 

CQMMANDING : CDR E d w a r d .  J. Rogers I11 ( 6 t h  commanding 
Of f i ce r  ) 
Relieved by CDR Cary J. ~ i t h o n  
( 7 th  Commanding o f f i c e r  ) 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER: CDIt Thomas H. .,Myers 

DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION 

OPERATIONS: LT Steven Gardner 

NAVIGATOR / ON ~ i v i s i o n  

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER / OC ~ i v i s i o n  

FIRST LIEUTENANT / ~ i r s t  Divis ion 
Encl (1) 



COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER OFFICER 

COMBAT SYSTEMS : L T  G r e g o r y  W i l l i s  

D i v i s i o n  

ANTI-SUBMARINE: WARFARE OFFICER / CA D i v i s i o n  

ORDNANCE OFFICER / CW D i v i s i o n  

ELECTRONIC MATERIALS OFFICER / CE D i v i s i o n  

ENGINEERING: L T  D o n  Geidel 
~ e l e i v e d  by L T  John G o s e b r i n k  

MAIN PROPULSION ASSISTANT / M D i v i s i o n  

DAMAGE CONTROL ASSISTANT / R ~ i v i s i . o n  

ELECTRICAL OFFICER / E ~ i v i s i o n  

AUXILIARIES OFFICER / A D i v i s i o n  

SUPPORT : LT James  riel 

STOREKEEPERS / S-1 ~ i v i s i o n  

FOOD SERVICES / S-2 ~ i v i s i o n  

DISBURSING OFFICER / S-3 ~ i v i s i o n  

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT / X ~ i v i s i o n  

MASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER OF THE COMMAND: 

BMCM (SW) ~ i c h a e l  Fu l ton  
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USS GARY (FFG 51) 
COKMAND HISTORY 1995 
CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY 

U/W SOCAL 

I P T  SAN DIEGO 

COMMENCED S12 AVAILABILITY 
COMMENCED ENGINEERING READINESS REVIEW (ERR) 

COMPLETED ERR 

CoMMENCED TSTA I1 (INPORT) 

U/W S E A L  - TSTA I1 
EMBARKED HSL 4 3  DET 3 

IPT SAN DIEGO 

u/W ENR PUERTO VALLARTA -- TSTA I1 

I P T  PUERTO VALLARTA 

COMPLETED COMMUNITY RELATIONS PROJECT AT CASA HOGAR 

u/W ENR SAN DIEGO - TSTA I1 

HSL 4 3  DET 3 FLY-OFF 
I P T  SAN DIEGO 

COMMENCED CRUISE M I S S I L E  TACTICAL QUALIFICATION 

COMPLETED CRUISE M I S S I L E  TACTICAL QUALIFICATION 

COMMENCED INPORT F E P  

u/W SOCAL - F E P  

COMPLETED F E P  
I P T  SRN DIEGO 

EXERCISE KERNEL BLITZ 95 PRE- S A I L  CONFERENCE 

u/W SOCAL - KERNEL B L I T Z  
HSL 4 3  DET 3 FLY-ON 

I P T  SEAL BEACH - AMMUNITION ONLOAD 
U/W SOCAL - KERNEL B L I T Z '  

KERNEL BLITZ M I S S I L E  EXERCISE 



0 6  APR 

0 7  APR 

1 2  APR 

1 4  APR 

18 APR 

2 1  APR 

0 5  MAY 

0 8  MAY 

1 2  MAY 

15 MAY 

19 MAY 

2 3  MAY 

2 6  MAY 

3 0  MAY 

0 4  JUN 

0 6  JUN 

13 JUN 

1 4  JUN 

COMPLETED EXERCISE KERNEL BLITZ 
DLQ'S FOR HSL 4 1  

I P T  SAN DIEGO 

DOCKED I N  STEADFAST (AFDM 1 4 )  

GARY GOLF TOURNAMENT 

MEFEX PHASE I 

UN-DOCKED FROM STEADFAST 
U/W SOCAL - SEA TRIALS 
I P T  SAN DIEGO 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 
CDR CARY J. HITHON RELIEVED CDR EDWARD 3. ROGERS I11 AS 
COMMANDING OFFICER 

U/W SOCAL - r n F E X  PHASE I1 

END MEFEX PHASE I1 / COMMENCE JTFEX 9 5  

PLANE GUARD DUTY - USS NIMITZ (CVN 6 8 )  

D L Q ~ S  - HSL 4 1  
END JTFEX 95 
COMMENCE TRANSIT TO NORPAC FOR OR0 SEA PHASE 95-1 

COMMENCE OR0 SEA PHASE 9 5 - 1  

END OR0 SEA PHASE 95-1 
INPORT VICTORIA, B R I T I S H  COLUMBIA 

U/W ENROUTE SEA= 
INPORT SEATTLE 

U/W ENROUTE SEAL BEACH 
COMMENCED IERA 

HSL 4 3  FLY-OFF 
COMPLETED IERA 

I P T  SEAL BEACH FOR WEAPONS ONLOAD 
U/W ENROUTE SAN DIEGO 
IPT SAN DIEGO 

COMMENCED CSRR 

U/W SOCAL - SSRNM 

I P T  SAN DIEGO 
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16 JUN 

19 JUN 

26 JUL 

27 JUL 

31 J U L  

01 AUG 

06 AUG 

07 AUG 

08 AUG 

24 AUG 

25 AUG 

30 AUG 

31 AUG 

04 SEP 

12 SEP 

13 SEP 

19 S E P  

23 SEP 

25 SEP 

26 SEP 

27 SEP 

08 OCT 

COMPLETED CSRR 

COMMENCED SURFACE L I N E  WEEK 1995 

FAST CRUISE ( I P T  SAN DIEGO) 

U/W SOCAL - FAMILY DAY CRUISE 
I P T  SAN DIEGO 

U/W - COMMENCE WESTPAC 1995-1996 
C O m N C E D  MEFEX PBASE I11 
HSL 43 DET 3 FLY-ON 

CONDUCTED BURIAL AT SEA 

MISSILEX - BARKING SANDS M I S S I L E  RANGE, HAWAII 

I P T  PEARL HARBOR 

U/W ENROUTE SINGAPORE 

CROSSED THE EQUATOR 

I P T  SINGAPORE 

U/W ENROUTE PKURET , THAILAND 

I P T  PHUKET, THAILAND 

U/W ENROUTE BAHRAIN 

STRAIT OF HORMUZ TRANSIT 

I P T  BAHRAIN - TURNOVER W/ USS INGRAHAM 

U/W - ESCORT ARG IS0 OPEZIATION EAGER MAC33 

COMMENCED EXERCISE INDIGO DESERT 
ESCORT MPF MV LOUIS J HAIJGE , JR 
SUFFERED CABLEWAY F I R E  I N  NR 2 SSDG ENCLOSURE. HEAVY 
ELECTRICAL DAMAGE RESULTS. SUPPORT PROVIDED BY USS 
TEMPEST, USS CYCLONE, USS HARRY W H I L L ,  QATAR1 COAST 
GUARD. 

ENROUTE BAfIRAIN - UNDER TOW FROM USNS CATAWBA 

IPT BAHRAIN - COMMENCED REPAIRS TO NR 2 SSDG ENCLOSURE 

COMMENCED EXERCISE NEON FALCON - BAHRAIN 
CONDUCTED DAMAGE CONTROL TRAINING/DEMo FOR BAHRAIN 
AMIRI NAVY 
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2 0  OCT 

2 8  OCT 

0 3  NOV 

1 0  NOV 

1 2  NOV 

13 NOV 

15 NOV 

1 7  NOV 

2 8  NOV 

0 4  DEC 

0 6  DEC 

0 9  DEC 

12 DEC 

1 6  DEC 

18 DEC 

1 9  DEC 

20 DEC 

2 3  DEC 

2 8  DEC 

3 0  DEC 

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY V I S I T S  

UNDERWAY - CENTRAL ARABIAN GULF 
MPS MODLOC PROTECTION S H I P  

REPAIRS TO NR 2 SSDG AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT COMPLETE 

INPORT BAHRAIN 

UNDERWAY ENROUTE DOHA, QATAR 

INPORT DOHA , QATAR 

RECEPTION HELD ONBOARD FOR US CONSUL GENERAL AND GUESTS 

UNDERWAY ENROUTE CENTRAL ARABIAN GULF 
MPS MODLOC PROTECTION S H I P  

CONDUCTED GOOD ORDER AND D I S C I P L I N E  STANDOWN 

INPORT RAS AL KHAIMAH (MIINA SAQR),  UNITED AF!AB EMIRATES 

CROWN PRINCE OF RAS AL KHAIMAH V I S I T S  

UNDERWAY ENROUTE CENTRAL ARABIAN GULF 
MPS ESCORT S H I P  

MPS MODLOC PATROL 

INPORT BAHRAIN 

CONDUCTED TURNOVER WITH USS REUBEN JAMES (FFG 5 7 )  

UNDERWAY ENROWTE PHATTAYA , THAILAND 

STRAIT OF HORMUZ TRANSIT 

OUTCHOP F I F T H  FLEET / INCHOP SEVENTH FLEET 

STRAIT OF MALACCA TRANSIT' 

ANCHORED PHATTAYA, THAILAND 
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USS GARY (FFG 51) 
COMMAND HISTORY 1995 
HIS TORI CAL NARRATIVE 

USS GARY s t a r t e d  t h e  new year with tremendous confidence.  The 

l a t t e r  por t ion  of 1994 saw he r  success fu l ly  c l e a r  s e v e r a l  major 

hurdles  i n  t h e  inter-deployment cycle ,  leaving  only  a few more t o  

complete i n  t h e  s i x  months remaining p r i o r  t o  t h e  deployment. 

January was a busy month. The crew re turned  from a two-week 

holiday stand-down and immediately commenced a r e p a i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

and t h e  ~ n g i n e e r i n g  ~ e a d i n e s s  Review. Both involved major e f f o r t s  

on t h e  p a r t  of a l l  hands, br inging  t h e  s h i p ' s  ma te r i a l  r ead iness  

t o  peak cond i t ion  f o r  t h e  tough schedule ahead. 

February brought t h e  completion of t h e  r e p a i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

and t h e  Engineering ~ e a d i n e s s  ~ e v i e w  with t h e  commencement of t h e  

To ta l  s h i p ' s    raining ~ v a i l a b i l i t y  (TSTA) c l o s e  on i t s  heels .  The 

f i r s t  week of TSTA w a s  conducted i n p o r t  San Diego. The next 

por t ion  was completed during t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  and from one of GARY1 s 

f a v o r i t e  p o r t s  - Puerto Va l l a r t a ,  Mexico. Two weeks of i n t e n s e  

t r a i n i n g  were broken-up by a long weekend i n  t h e  sunny r e s o r t  
town. 

while i n  Puerto V a l l a r t a ,  most of t h e  crew simply enjoyed t h e  

weather and a break from t h e  busy underway rou t ine .  There w a s  much 

t o  see and do - spor t - f i sh ing  and beach v o l l e y b a l l  w e r e  f a v o r i t e s .  

Many of s h i p ' s  company a l s o  spent  some of t h e i r  hard-earned 

l i b e r t y  working a t  a l o c a l  orphanage which f i r s t  b e n e f i t t e d  from 

GARY'S e f f o r t s  dur ing  l a s t  year1 s v i s i t .  The Casa Hogar Home 

received a new c l o t h e s  dryer  a s  w e l l  as b icycles ,  c lo th ing ,  and 

t o y s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  hand-delivered by GARY crewmen who 

spent  t h e  rest of t h e  day hard a t  work performing genera l  r e p a i r  

and clean-up around t h e  home. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  t i m e ,  t h e  crew 
donated over four-hundred d o l l a r s  by "passing t h e  hat"  p r i o r  t o  

Encl ( 3 )  



a r r i v a l .  T h i s  money was dona ted  t o  t h e  home and would go t o  . 
purchase  some needed s u p p l i e s .  

# 

The v i s i t  t o  P u e r t o  V a l l a r t a  was a welcome r e s p i t e ,  b u t  a f t e r  
p u t t i n g  t o  s e a ,  t h e  h e c t i c  pace  o f  TSTA I1 w a s  upon t h e  s h i p  

a g a i n .  GARY performed a s  e x p e c t e d  and by t h e  t i m e  s h e  a r r i v e d  back 

i n  San ~ i e g o ,  s h e  was e v a l u a t e d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  a l l  a r e a s .  A s  a  
r e s u l t  of  t h i s ,  GARY sk ipped  t h e  TSTA I11 phase  which most s h i p s  

must comple te  and made p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  proceed d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

f i n a l  o b s t a c l e  - t h e  ~ i n a l  ~ v a l u a t i - o n  p e r i o d  (FEP) ,  schedu led  f o r  

mid- arch. 

The i n t e r i m  t i m e  was j u s t  as busy.  The second week i n  March 

b rough t  a n o t h e r  t es t  t o  GARY'S c r e w .  The c r u i s e  Missile ~ a c t i c a l  

~ u a l i f i c a t i o n  (CMTQ) began on 6 March and w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

comple ted  i n  j u s t  two d a y s .  GARY'S Harpoon missile teams showed 

t h e i r  mettle - t h e y  were e v a l u a t e d  by t h e  A f l o a t    raining Group as 

o n e  of t h e  f i n e s t  teams i n  t h e  f l e e k .  

The v e r y  n e x t  week GARY1s  F i n a l    valuation P e r i o d  began - one 

d a y  i n  p o r t ,  two more a t  sea. T h i s  phase  w a s  t h e  f i n a l  i n  G A R Y 1 s  

pre-deployment c y c l e ,  and t h e  crew a g a i n  brought  o u t s t a n d i n g  s k i l l  

and f l a w l e s s  equipment t o  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e l d .   his proved n o t  

s u r p r i s i n g l y  t o  be a  winning combina t ion  a s  GARY1 s FEP w a s  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  comple ted  i n  j u s t  t h r e e  d a y s  v i c e  t h e  f i v e  days  

normal ly  r e q u i r e d .  

With a l l  r e q u i r e d  i n s p e c t i o n s  and e v a l u a t i o n s  now o u t  of  t h e  

way, GARY c o n c e n t r a t e d  on f i n e - t u n i n g  equipment and s k i l l s  and 
making h e r s e l f  t r u l y  b a t t l e - r e a d y .  The f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do 

t h i s  w a s  n o t  f a r  away as K e r n e l  B l i t z  '95 commenced on t h e  

t h i r t i e t h  of  March. 

Kerne l  ~ l i t z  was t h e  major  e x e r c i s e  f o r  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  

s u r f a c e ,  a i r ,  and Marine f o r c e s  i n  1995. The e x e r c i s e  invo lved  

many complex phases  r e v o l v i n g  around a  l a r g e - s c a l e  amphibious 

Encl  ( 3 )  



l a n d i n g  a t  o c e a n s i d e ,  ~ a l i f o r n i a .  GARY was i n v o l v e d  a s  p a r t  of a  

t h r e e - s h i p  S u r f a c e  Ac t ion  Group a l o n g  w i t h  U S S  CURTIS WILBUR (DDG 

54)  and USS  JOHN YOUNG ( D D  9 7 3 ) .  The SAG s p e n t  t h r e e  days  i n  

i n t e n s e  an t i - submar ine  w a r f a r e  e x e r c i s e s ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o s e c u t i n g  

s u b - s u r f a c e  t h r e a t s  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  a i r  assets from carriers 

and a i r - s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The crown j e w e l  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  w a s  a c o o r d i n a t e d  a n t i - a i r  

d e f e n s e  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  SAG p r o v i d i n g  a r e a  d e f e n s e  a t  sea i n  

tandem w i t h  Marine a i r - d e f e n s e  b a t t a l i o n s  a s h o r e .  Many w a t c h f u l  

e y e s  from t h e  Navy and c i v i l i a n  wor ld  watched as e i g h t  s e p a r a t e  

t h r e a t  p r o f i l e s  were p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  a i r - d e f e n s e  g roup  - w i t h  a l l  

e i g h t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e a t e d .  GARY played  h e r  r o l e  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  - 
engag ing  two t h r e a t  a i r c r a f t  and f i r i n g  f o u r  missiles - w i t h  bo th  

engagements u n q u a l i f i e d  s u c c e s s e s .  P r i o r  t o  r e t u r n i n g  t o  p o r t ,  

GARY conducted  n i n e  hours  o f  helo-deck l a n d l i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  f l e e t  replacement  squadron,  HSL 4 1 .  

A proud s h i p  sailed i n t o  San Diego on 7  A p r i l  where s h e  would 

spend t h e  n e x t  month c o m p l e t i n g  r e p a i r s .  For  t h e s e  r e p a i r s ,  GARY 

would v i s i t  f a m i l i a r  t e r r i t o r y .  A f a u l t y  f i n - s t a b i l i z e r  f o r c e d  

GARY t o  dry-dock i n  STEADFAST, (AFDM 1 4 )  f o r  t h e  second t i m e  i n  

less t h a n  a  y e a r .  

The dry-docking w a s  comple ted  on 1 2  A p r i l  and once  o u t  of t h e  

water, r e p a i r s  began immedia te ly .  While i n  dock,  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  

and Combat Systems teams began t h e  f i r s t  phase  o f  MEFEX, working 

w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  f rom USS CURTIS WILBUR (DDG 54) and USS 

HARRY W .  HILL (DD 986) w i t h  whom GARY would be o p e r a t i n g  

e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  months t o  come. 

A t a l e n t e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  depar tment  brought  s w i f t  comple t ion  t o  

r e p a i r s  on  t h e  f i n - s t a b i l i z e r ,  and on 2 1  A p r i l  GARY un-docked from 

STEADFAST and proceeded d i r e c t l y  t o  sea f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  t e s t i n g .  

A l l  r e p a i r s  proved t o  be e f f e c t i v e ,  and t h a t  e v e n i n g  GARY moored 
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a t  Naval s t a t i o n  San Diego. p r e p a r a t i o n s  had a l r e a d y  begun f o r  t h e  

n e x t  b i g  e v e n t  - Change of  Command. 

On 5 May, Commander Cary J. Hi thon r e l i e v e d  c a p t a i n  Edward J. 

Rogers  I I I as G W Y r  s s e v e n t h  ~omman.ding o f f i c e r  . Commander Hithon 

came t o  GARY a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  W a r  C o l l e g e .  H e  

p r e v i o u s l y  commanded U S S  ENGAGE (MSO 433) and U S S  ILLUSIVE (MSO 

4 4 8 ) .  C a p t a i n  Rogers  moved on t o  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  NATO ~ i l i t a r y  

Committee i n  B r u s s e l s ,  Belgium. 

Commander Hi thon had l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  g e t  a feel  f o r  h i s  new 

command b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  GARY underway. On 8 May, GARY commenced one 

of  t h e  l o n g e s t  non-deployment underway p e r i o d s  i n  h e r  h i s t o r y .  I t  

began w i t h  MEFEX Phase  11, where GARY and h e r  deployment mates, 

U S S  CURTIS WILBUR (DDG 5 4 )  and U S S  HARRY W .  HILL (DD 9 8 6 ) ,  w e r e  

p u t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p a c e s  by COMDESRON 31 i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  

o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Arab ian  Gul f .  The week w a s  ac t ion-packed  

f e a t u r i n g  gunnery, board ing  and maneuvering e x e r c i s e s .  Every 

a s p e c t  o f  G A R Y r s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  tested, and a g a i n  s h e  proved 

h e r s e l f  r e a d y  i n  e v e r y  area. 

~ m m e d i a t e l y  upon comple t ion  of MEFEX, GARY, CURTIS WILBUR, 

and HARRY W. HILL w e r e  p l a c e d  under command of  COMPHIBRON 7 f o r  

JTFEX, a l a r g e - s c a l e  e x e r c i s e  i n v o l v i n g  n o t  o n l y  G A R Y r s  t h r e e - s h i p  

S u r f a c e  Ac t ion  Group, b u t  a l s o  an  amphibious l a n d i n g  f o r c e  w i t h  an  

Marine ~ x p e d i t i o n a r y  U n i t ,  and o t h e r  a i r ,  s u r f a c e ,  and s u b s u r f a c e  

assets. An i n c r e d i b l y  demanding e x e r c i s e ,  GARY e x c e l l e d  i n  t h e  

demanding environment  of m u l t i - r o l e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a c t i n g  as w a r f a r e  

commander f o r  s e v e r a l  key a r e a s ,  and c o n d u c t i n g  s u r f  a c e  and 

s u b s u r f a c e  a c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  as board ing  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Upon t h e  comple t ion  of  JTFEX, GARY w a s  d e t a c h e d  and headed 

n o r t h  t o  a c t  as a h o s t i l e  f o r c e  opposing c a n a d i a n  s h i p s  f o r  OR0  

SEA PHASE 95-1. GARY, USS S I D E S  ( F F G  1 4 )  and USS SALT LAKE CITY 

( S S N  7 2 4 )  w e r e  matched a g a i n s t  HMCS CALGARY, HMCS ANNAPOLIS, and 

HMCS KOOTENAY f o r  f o u r  d a y s  of  b a t t l e  e x e r c i s e s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  of 
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v i c t o r i a  I s l a n d .   gain, t h e  s h i p s  f l e x e d  a l l  areas and GARY 

enjoyed g r e a t  success  throughout  t h e  e x e r c i s e .  A f t e r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  
# weeks a t  sea, t h e  crew looked forward t o  some t ime ashore..  

v i c t o r i a  provided a r e l axed  atmosphere and some i n t e r e s t i n g  

s i g h t s ,  and a g r a t e f u l  crew enjoyed it a l l .  

Seattle w a s  t h e  nex t  s t o p  f o r  GARY. A b e a u t i f u l  t r a n s i t  

th rough  t h e  s t r a i t  of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound brought GARY t o  

Seattle i n  t i m e  t o  a l l ow t h e  crew some more l i b e r t y  be fo re  t h e  

t r a n s i t  sou th .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  some s igh t - see ing  i n  S e a t t l e ,  GARY 

welcomed aboard a team from Destroyer  Squadron 33 who would 

conduct an  ~ n g i n e e r i n g  ~ e a d i n e s s  Assesment ( IERA)  on GARY'S 

t r a n s i t  sou th  t o  Seal Beach. 

The IERA went smoothly, as the! eng inee r ing  department had 

t h e i r  moment i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  a f t e r  being behind t h e  scenes  i n  t h e  

prev ious  week's e x e r c i s e s .  Programs and o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  a l l  graded 

s a t i s i f a c t o r y ,  and t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  team debarked once t h e  s h i p  

a r r i v e d  a t  Seal Beach Naval Weapons' s t a t i o n  t o  complete h e r  pre-  

deployment weapons loadout .  

Loadout completed, GARY headed sou th  t o  see San ~ i e g o  aga in ,  

n e a r l y  a month a f t e r  s h e  had l e f t .  The upcoming deployment was 

only  seven weeks away, and t h e  crew looked forward t o  g e t t i n g  as 

m--uch t i m e  w i th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  as p o s s i b l e  be fo re  t h e  s h i p  depar ted  

again .  

On June 6 th ,  a comprehensive review of t h e  material and 

o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  s h i p s  combat systems s u i t e  began. 

Ca l l ed  t h e  Combat Systems ~ e a d i n e s s  Review (CSRR) ,  it would g ive  a 

hard look a t  t h e  s h i p s  war f igh t ing  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  a key even t  

cons ide r ing  t h e  upcoming deployment. The underway p o r t i o n  w a s  

conducted on 13-14 June and inc luded  t h e  Sh ip ' s  Self  Radiated 

~ o i s e  Measurement (SSRNM) and an o p e r a t i o n a l  test  of t h e  SLQ- 

32(V)5 system. 

Gary was back i n p o r t  on 1 4  June and t h e  CSRR w a s  completed on 

16  June.  1 9  June brought about an event  which concen t r a t ed  more on 

Encl  ( 3 )  



t h e  morale o f  men r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of  equipment .  Sur f  ace 
~ i n e  Week 1995 began and t h e  G A R Y ' S  c o m p e t i t o r s  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  show 

t h e i r  mettle. Competing i n  j u s t  a b u t  e v e r y  e v e n t ,  GARY h e l d  i t s  

own w i t h  F i r s t  P l a c e  f i n i s h e s  i n  V o l l e y b a l l  and P h y s i c a l  

E x c e l l e n c e ,  and Seconds i n  Footba1:L and t h e  10k Run. Everyone had 

a g r e a t  t i m e  - it w a s  a welcome b r e a k  from t h e  h e c t i c  pace  o f  p re -  

deployment  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  The n e x t  e v e n t  t o  commence w a s  t h e  p re -  

deployment  stand-down, a t i m e  where most o f  t h e  crew had t h e  

chance  t o  t a k e  some l e a v e  and  spend some t i m e  a t  home w i t h  f a m i l y  

and f r i e n d s .  

The standown ended 2 4  J u l y ,  and o n  t h e  2 6 t h  a F a s t  C r u i s e  w a s  

conduc ted  a t  Naval s t a t i o n  San Diego t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  s h i p  f o r  t h e  

underway t i m e  t o  come a f t e r  hav ing  been  i n p o r t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  

weeks. 

The 2 7 t h  b rough t  a b o u t  t h e  s h i p ' s  pre-deployment sea-trials.  

Advantage was t a k e n  o f  t h i s  underway t i m e ,  however, as t h e  s h i p  

combined it w i t h  a ~ a m i l y  Day c r u i s e ,  a l l o w i n g  l o v e d  o n e s  of  

GARY'S c rew t o  g e t  a taste of  what l i f e  a t  sea i s  l i k e .  Fami ly  and 

f r i e n d s  e x p e r i e n c e d  some o p e r a t i o n s  a t  sea, and e n j o y e d  a f l i g h t -  

deck  cookou t  d u r i n g  t h e  day  underway. GARY p u l l e d  back i n  t o  Naval 

S t a t i o n ,  San ~ i e g o  t h a t  e v e n i n g  where s h e  would s t a y  u n t i l  t h e  

deployment  commenced f o u r  d a y s  l a te r .  

~ u l y  3 1 s t  marked a day  a l l  had looked  f o r w a r d  t o  w i t h  mixed 

e m o t i o n s .  ~ a m i l y  and  f r i e n d s  would be  missed ,  b u t  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  

o f  a s ix-month o p e r a t i o n a l  phase  was becoming e v i d e n t  as w e l l .  A 

t e a r y  f a r e w e l l  w a s  g i v e n  a t  p i e r  4 where GARY s l i p p e d  h e r  moor ings  

a t  t e n  a.m. and began h e r  s ix-month jou rney .  No t i m e  w a s  g i v e n  f o r  

r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  morning as t h e  f a s t - p a c e d  s c h e d u l e  o f  MEFEX 

Phase  I11 began j u s t  o u t s i d e  of San. Diego Harbor .  The week-long 

t r a n s i t  t o  P e a r l  H a r h r  would f e a t u r e  ship-maneuvering,  h e l o  

o p e r a t i o n s  and  underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t s .  A ~ u r i a l  a t  Sea w a s  

conduc ted  on 0 1  August f o r  some s h i p m a t e s  and t h e i r  loved-ones .  

The t r a n s i t  conc luded  w i t h  a s u ~ c e s ~ s f u l  ~ i s s i l e  ~ x e r c i s e  a t  t h e  

Bark ing  s a n d s  M i s s i l e  Range on 06 A.ugust and by morning o f  07 

Augus t ,  t h e  s h i p  w a s  moored i n  P e a r l  Harbor. 
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A f t e r  a b r i e f  s t o p  i n  P e a r l  Harbor  f o r  f u e l  and  some 

a d d i t i o n a l  o p e r a t i o n s  b r i e f i n g s ,  t l h e  s h i p  w a s  underway a g a i n ,  

bound f o r  s i n g a p o r e  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  t r u e  " l i b e r t y  p o r t "  o f  t h e  

deployment .  Dur ing  t h e  t r a n s i t ,  t h e  t h r e e - s h i p  s u r f a c e  a c t i o n  

g r o u p  honed t h e i r  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  

c o n d u c t i n g  v a r i o u s  d r i l l s  and  t r a i n i n g  packages  on a  d a i l y  basis. 

On 2 4  Augus t ,  t h e  s h i p  w a s  welcomed i n t o  King  N e p t u n e ' s  realm, 

c r o s s i n g  t h e  e q u a t o r  and  c l e a n s i n g  many u n - i n i t i a t e d  l rpo l lywogsf l  

who emerged as  s h e l l - b a c k s .  

s i n g a p o r e  r o s e  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n  o n  25 Augus t ,  and  a f t e r  t h e  

s h i p  d ropped  a n c h o r ,  it p roved  t o  be a n  e x c i t i n g  p o r t  f o r  a sea- 

weary  c rew,  who e n j o y e d  i t s  s i g h t s  and s o u n d s  u n t i l  30 Augus t .  

Underway f rom s i n g a p o r e  o n  30 Augus t ,  it t o o k  o n l y  o n e  d a y  t o  

reach t h e  n e x t  p o r t  o f  P h u k e t ,  T h a i l a n d .  Again ,  t h e  t h r e e - s h i p  

g r o u p  anchored  o u t  a n d  t h e  c r e w  streamed a s h o r e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  b e a c h e s  and  r e l a x  i n  t h e  s u n .  The s h i p  r ema ined  i n  

P h u k e t  u n t i l  4 September .  

On 4 September ,  GARY a n d  h e r  crompanions weighed  anchor  and  

began inaking way f o r  t h e  A r a b i a n  G u l f .  The t r a i n i n g  amongst t h e  

s h i p s  c o n t i n u e d ,  and  a l l  were  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  s t rai ts  of  Hormuz 

t r a n s i t  which t o o k  p l a c e  o n  1 2  September .  Now i n  t h e  G u l f ,  t h e  

s h i p  s a i l e d  f o r  o n e  more d a y  t o  r e a c h  B a h r a i n ,  where  t h e  t u r n o v e r  

f o r  d u t i s s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  would b e g i n  with t h e  U S S  INGRAHAM (FFG 

6 1 )  

The t u r n o v e r  i n  I ah rain t o o k  p l a c e  u n t i l  19 September ,  on 

which day GARY p r o c e e d e d  t o  sea t o  e s c o r t  t h e  Amphibious R e a d i n e s s  

Group c o n s i s t i n g  o f  U S S  NEW ORLEANS, (LPH ) ,  USS COMSTOCK (LSD 4 5 ) ,  

U S S  PIOUNT VERNON (LSD 39 ) , AND U S S  JUNEAU (LPD 11 ) t o  Kuwait  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  o p e r a t i o n  E a g e r  Mace. The e s c o r t  o p e r a t i o n s  t o o k  

seve r .31  days and  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  s h i p  t o  t h e  balmy a i r  a n d  w a t e r s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  N o r t h e r n  ~ r a b i a n  Gulf f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

Af te l -  a his s h o r t  o p e r a t i o n ,  GARY p r o c e e d e d  s o u t h  a g a i n ,  headed f o r  

Qatar  and  E x e r c i s e  I n d i g o  Desert 95-2 .  
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The f i r s t  event  of t h e  e x e r c i s e  w a s  t h e  e s c o r t  of MV Corporal 
I ~ o u i s  J Hauge JR, a ~ a r i t i m e  Pre-Posi t ioning Force (MPF) ?hip 

which would provide t h e  equipment r equ i red  f o r  t h e  ground por t ion  

of t h e  exe rc i se .  GARY and t h e  other' surf  ace p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  

e x e r c i s e ,  USS HARRY W HILL (DD 9861, USS CYCLONE (PC I ) ,  and USS 

TEMPEST (PC 2), proceeded south thr:ough t h e  gulf i n  t h e i r  e s c o r t  

r o l e .  The e x e r c i s e  began on t h e  late n igh t  of 2 4  September, when 

t h e  group engaged Qa ta r i  p a t r o l  boa t s  i n  a n igh t ,  long-range 

su r face  engagement. The e s c o r t i n g  American Forces defea ted  t h e i r  

Q a t a r i  coun te rpa r t s  and successfulYy c l e a r e d  t h e  way f o r  t h e  MV 

HAUGE t o  proceed i n t o  Q a t a r i w a t e r s .  

The morning of 2 5  September wcmld b r ing  more excitement than  

most people could imagine. The s h i p  had completed e s c o r t  d u t i e s  

and t h e  MV HAUGE, HARRY W HILL, CYCLONE, and TEMPEST had a l l  

proceeded i n t o  por t  when d i s a s t e r  s t r u c k  t h e  GARY. 

Late  i n  t h e  morning, t h e  crew w a s  preparing t o  e n t e r  Doha, 

Qatar f o r  t h e  i n p o r t  por t ion  of Exerc ise  Indigo D e s e r t ,  when t h e  

s h i p  su f fe red  a f i r e  i n  t h e  number two s h i p ' s  Service D i e s e l  

Generator (SSDG) Enclosure. The f i r e  f l a shed  quickly and soon t h e  

s h i p  set General Quarters  i n  order  t o  b e t t e r  combat t h e  blaze.  The 

f i r e  was a stubborn one, and i n i t i a l l y  it defea ted  GARYrs 

i p s t a l l e d  f i r e - f i g h t i n g  systems, f o r c i n g  f i r e - p a r t i e s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

space and f i g h t  t h e  f i r e  wi th  w a t e r  and foam. The f i r e  resisted 

a l l  means of extinguishment, and c o n s i s t e n t l y  re-f lashed with t h e  

i n t e n s e  heat  fo rc ing  t h e  f i r e - p a r t i e s  t o  evacuate  t h e  space 

s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  ~ s s i s t a n c e  was c a l l e d  f o r  and a r r ived  quickly,  with 

USS CYCLONE and USS TEMPEST g e t t i n g  underway on s h o r t  no t i ce  from 

Doha and USS HARRY W HILL providing an a s s i s t a n c e  team which 

a r r i v e d  on v e s s e l s  of t h e  Qatari Coast Guard. By t h e  t i m e  

a s s i s t a n c e  a r r i v e d  however, GARY f i r e - p a r t i e s  had ext inguished t h e  

blaze and w e r e  proceeding with overhaul of t h e  f i r e .  
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P h y s i c a l l y  exhausted,  t h e  s p i r i t s  of t h e  crew remained high 

and soon v i t a l  g a l l e y  and b e r t h i n g  e l e c t r i c i t y  w a s  r e s t o r e d .  The 
f i r e  had begun i n  and burned a v i t a l  cableway running through t h e  

SSDG Enclosure ,  and had des t royed  numerous v i t a l  c a b l e s  which 

provided power t o  and from e q u i p n e i ~ t  a l l  over  t h e  s h i p .   his meant 

t h a t  GARY could  no t  aga in  g e t  underway under her  own power. Ea r ly  

i n  t h e  morning on 26 September, USWS CATAWBA a r r i v e d  t o  r i g  a  tow 

and b r i n g  GARY back t o   ahr rain where  t h e  damage could  be assessed  

and r e p a i r s  completed. 

GARY and CATAWBA proceeded i n t o  Bahrain on 2 7  September, and 

once t i ed  up, GARY begain a  long  phase of t roub le shoo t ing  and 

r e p a i r .  w h i l e  t h e  equipment may no t  have keen i n  t o p  shape, t h e  

crew kep t  busy i n  a v a r i e t y  of areas. The e x t r a  i n p o r t  t i m e  w a s  

t aken  advantage of by a l l  depar tments ,  a l l  of whom took  t h e  t i m e  

t o  g e t  t h e i r  spaces  and personnel  i n  t o p  o p e r a t i n g  cond i t i on .  

The  world o u t s i d e  GARY d i d  no t  s t a n d  s t i l l  whi le  her  r e p a i r s  

w e r e  conducted, however, and she  became involved i n  s e v e r a l  

a d d i t i o n a l  commitments. Exe rc i se  Neon Falcon began w i t h  Bahrain on 

8 October,  and GARY w a s  a p l aye r  conduct ing Damage Cont ro l  and 

Search  and Rescue Tra in ing  f o r  t h e  Bahrain A m i r i  Navy (BAN) . I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  GARY became t h e  hos t  s h i p  f o r  t h i r t y  m e m b e r s  of t h e  BAN 

who took  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  themselves  w i t h  t h e  sh ip ,  

as  t h e  BAN would be purchasing a P e r r y  C l a s s  FFG and br ing ing  it 

home e a r l y  i n  1997. Seve ra l  m e m b e r s  of GARY'S wardroom w e r e  tapped 

t o  f i l l  r o l e s  around t h e  reg ion .  T h r e e  o f f i c e r s  s tood  watch i n  t h e  

communications c e n t e r  f o r  Exe rc i se  Neon Falcon,  coo rd ina t ing  t h e  

at-sea p o r t i o n s  of t h e  e x e r c i s e  from t h e  shore .  One o f f i c e r  w a s  

d i spa t ched  back t o  Qatar t o  act as t h e  Naval ~ i a s i o n  o f f i c e r  f o r  

t h e  Combined ~ o i n t  Task Force conduct ing t h e  l and  p o r t i o n  of 

Exe rc i se  Ind igo  D e s e r t .  Also detached t o  suppor t  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of 

~ x e r c i s e  1ndigo D e s e r t  w a s  HSL 4 3  D e t  3 ,  suppor t ing  t h e  ~ a r i n e  

Corps miss ion wi th  both SH 6 0 B  h e l i c o p t e r s .  
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Support  from sho re  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Bahrain  w a s  e x c e l l e n t ;  and 

teamed w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  work from t h e  crew, GARYf s r e p a i r s  

p rogressed  a t  a s t eady  pace. On 20 October, t h e  ~ o n o r a b l e l ~ o h n  

Dal ton,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Navy, a r r i v e d  f o r  a v i s i t .  In h i s  b r i e f  

t i m e  on board, he p r a i s e d  t h e  c r e w  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  combatt ing 

t h e  d i f f i c u l t  f i r e .  

GARY w a s  a b l e  t o  work some d i f f i c u l t  r e p a i r  i s s u e s  and w a s  

underway a g a i n  on 2 8  October.  A f t e r  a day of equipment t e s t i n g ,  

t h e  r e p a i r s  w e r e  determined t o  be s u c c e s s f u l ,  o n l y  a few minor 

i t e m s  remained t o  make t h e  equipment f u l l  o p e r a t i o n a l .  GARY w a s  

once a g a i n  miss ion capable .  No t ime  w a s  spared  as HSL 43 D e t  3 

f l e w  aboard t h a t  a f te rnoon ,  anxious  t o  begin o p e r a t i o n s  aboard 

s h i p  a g a i n  a f t e r  a month ashore .  GARY r e l e i v e d  USS FIFE a s  t h e  MPS 

MODLOC P r o t e c t i o n  s h i p  on 29  October,  and w a s  soon a g a i n  immersed 

i n  Arabian Gulf o p e r a t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  of  a c r e w  who f o r  t h e  

p a s t  month had been looking  forward t o  doing t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  

region.  

On 3 November, GARY'S c r e w  completed a l l  r e p a i r s  t o  NR 2 

SSDG, cleared t h e  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t ,  and f i n a l l y  p u t  t h e  f i r e  and 

i t s  associated damage behind them. GARY executed d u t i e s  as t h e  MPS 

MODLOC P r o t e c t i o n  s h i p  u n t i l  10 November when she proceeded back 

i n t o  Bahrain f o r  a b r i e f  v i s i t .  

A f t e r  a two days  i n   ahr rain, GARY headed sou th ,  aga in  bound 

f o r  Qatar and t h e  p o r t  of  Doha. Ar r iv ing  on 13 November, t h e  c r e w  

q u i c k l y  l ea rned  how f r i e n d l y  t h e  l o c a l  e x p a t r i a t e  community i s  i n  

Doha as many w e r e  hos ted  t o  d i n n e r  and t o u r s  by Americans working 

and l i v i n g  i n  t h e  ~ a t a r i  C a p i t a l .  GARY q u i c k l y  r e t u r n e d  t h e  

h o s p i t a l i t y  by h o s t i n g  a r e c e p t i o n  onboard f o r  t h e  American Consul 

General  and h i s  g u e s t s .  On 17 November, GARY bid f a r e w e l l  t o  new 

f r i e n d s  i n  Doha and proceeded back 'to t h e  C e n t r a l  Arabian Gulf t o  

a g a i n  perform d u t i e s  a s  t h e  MPS MODLOC P r o t e c t i o n  s h i p .  
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The next  p o r t  of c a l l  w a s  R a s  A 1  Khaimah i n  t h e  U n i t e d - ~ r a b  

E m i r a t e s  on 4 D e c e m b e r .  A p o r t  r a r e l y  v i s i t e d  by U . S .  s h i p s ,  t h e  
I crew enjoyed some of  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  nuances o f f e r e d  by an.Arab c i t y  

n o t  g r e a t l y  i n f luenced  by Western c u l t u r e .  For t h o s e  who found 
t h i s  a b i t  on t h e  d u l l  side, d a i l y  bus t r i p s  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  Dubai 

whe re  a l l  cou ld  expe r i ence  t h e  w i d e  range of goods and s e r v i c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  very  modern c i t y .  While i n  R a s  A 1  ~ h a i m a h ,  t h e  

Crown p r i n c e  of t h e    mi rate w a s  hos ted  t o  lunch aboard and 

r e t u r n e d  t h e  f a v o r  by i n v i t i n g  t h e  Captain  and m e m b e r s  of t h e  

wardroom t o  a l o c a l  f o o t b a l l  match. A l l  i n  a l l ,  it w a s  an 

e x c e l l e n t  p o r t  v i s i t .  GARY depa r t ed  R a s  A 1  Khaimah on 9 December 

t o  conduct h e r  las t  scheduled o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Gulf be fo re  

d e p a r t i n g  f o r  home. 

These o p e r a t i o n s  inc luded  e s c o r t  of MPS s h i p s  t o  and from 

Jebel A l i  i n  t h e  Uni ted A r a b  E m i r a t e s ,  and concluded,  

a p p r o p r i a t e l y  enough, w i th  du ty  as MPS MODLOC P r o t e c t i o n  sh ip .  On 

16  December, GARY a r r i v e d  i n  ~ a h r a i - n  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  t i m e  of t h e  

deployment. some f i n a l  equipment o f f  load  and tu rnove r  w i t h  t h e  

o f f i c e r s  and crew of t h e  USS  REUBEN' JAMES (FFG 57) marked t h e  

completion of GARYf s ~ i d d l e  E a s t  Force commitments f o r  1995. A l l  

t h a t  w a s  l e f t  now w a s  t h e  t r i p  home. 

The t r i p  home began on 19 December, when GARY and USS HARRY W 

.HILL depar ted  Bahrain heading f o r  home. The s h i p s  passed through 

t h e  S t r a i t  of Hormuz f o r  t h e  f i n a l  t h e  of t h e  deployment on 2 0  

December, and t r a n s f e r r e d  0pera t ion .a l  Cont ro l  from Commander F i f t h  

F l e e t  t o  Commander Seventh F l e e t  on 2 3  December. 

Christmas a t  sea brought about  some s t r o n g  emotions,  bu t  t h e  

s e p a r a t i o n  from f r i e n d s  and f ami ly  w a s  m a d  a l i t t l e  more bearable 

by t h e  comraderie of shipmates,  and t h e  thought  of being home i n  

j u s t  over  one month. The f i n a l  p o r t  v i s i t  of  t h e  year  began on 30 

December when GARY and HARRY W HILL a r r i v e d  i n  Pha t taya ,  Thai land 

f o r  a few days  of r e l a x a t i o n  and t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  New Year. 
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I t  had been a busy, cha l leng i :ng ,  and p roduc t i ve  yea r  f o r  t h e  

GARY and h e r  crew. Though t h e  yea r  had drawn t o  a c l o s e ,  GARY w a s  

s t i l l  a  ways from home, and d e s p i t e  a l l  t h a t  had happened, t h e  

t hough t  of  be ing  home a g a i n  w a s  foremost  i n  everyonef  s mind. 
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USS GARY (FFG-51) 
FREEDOMS FOREMOST GUARDIAN I 

BY EWC(SW) (SEL) R.T. KEARNS 

USS Gary, named after the WWII Congressional Medal of Honor 
recipient CDR Donald Arthur Gary was built by Todd Pacific 
Shipyards Corporation, Los Angeles, California. Her keel was 
laid on 18 December 1982, she was christened on 19 November 1983 
and commissioned 17 November 1984. She is the forty-fifth ship 
of the Oliver Hazard Perry (FFG-7) class guided missile frigates. 
The "Fighting Frigates" mission is as it always has been, to 
provide a multi-mission AAW, ASW, and ASUW capability to 
independent, convoy, amphibious, and battle group operations. 

These facts and many more can easily be attained through the 
simple research of historical files. What cannot be so easily 
appreciated is the outstanding manner in which Gary and her crew 
have not only persevered but excelled throughout her history. 

1200 annual HELO deck operatio'ns, REFTRE, OPPE, TSTA, READIEX, 
INSURV, RIMPAC, COMPTUEX, inspections, certifications, operations 
and a multitude of evaluations are but a few of the evolutions 
which comprise Gary's annual history. Through out this high 
tempo existence Gary and her crew have managed to set the 

- 

standard for others to follow. Through training, pride and 
professionalism Gary has seen her way through 9 Western Pacific 
Deployments, rescued civilians in the wake of a volcano, 
represented the United States in ,two Persian Gulf Wars and 
battled a fire which threatened her life. Though these actions 
and the many more to follow, the IJSS Gary has engraved her name 
in history as "FREEDOM'S FOREMOST GUARDIAN". 


