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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

12 Jun 92 
F'rcan: Comnanding Officer, 1JSS GARY (FFG 51) 
To: Director of Naval History ((IP-O9BH), Washington Navy Yard, 

Washinqton, D.C. 20374-0571 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST5750.12E 

Encl: (1) Cornnand History for  1991 
(2)  Welcme Aboard Pamphlet 
( 3 )  CO's Photograph and Biography 
( 4 )  Ship's Photograph 
(5 )  Ship's Newspaper (GARYTIMES) 
(6 Familygram 
(7 )  Selected Kudo Wssages 

1. In accordance w i t h  reference ( a ) ,  enclosures (1) through (7 )  are forwarded. 



Hcnneported in Long Beach, CAI 1JSS GARY (FFG 51 is the forty-f ifth ship of 
the Oliver Hazard Perry (FFG 7) class of guided missile frigates. Her primary 
mission is to provide anti-air, anti-submarine and anti-surface protection for 
military and merchant convoys, anphibious task forces, and underway logistics 
groups. 

The (hmmnding Officer has the ultirrate authority, responsibility and 
accountability for the performance of the ship and her crew. The Executive 
Officer , as second-in-ccmmnd, is responsilble for the implementation of Navy 
policies and regulations as applicable to the ship. Each Department Head reports 
to the Ccaromanding Officer via the Executive Officer. 

rJSS GARY is under the administrative ccmmnd of CaraMnder, Destroyer 
Squadron NINE, which is also homported in Long Beach, CA. 

cOMMlWDING : CDR Ronald E. Ratcliff (4th Canmanding Officer) 

ExECXJT.IVE OFFICER: XDR Edward J. Gilmore 
Relieved by LCDR Kevin R. Cheezum 

SHIP'S CONTROL: LT Jams S. Mbodson 

ASSISTANT NAVIGATOR / SC-1 Division 
COMMIJNICATIONS OFFICER / SC-2 Division 
FIRST LIEUTENANT / SC-3 Division 
EXECIJTIVE ASSISTANT / X Division 

EMBAT SYSTEMS: LT John A. Severino 
Relieved by LT Rob Thornlaw 

COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER OFFICER / CS-1 Division 
ANTI-SIBMARINE WARFARE OFFICES / CS-2 Division 
ORDNANCE OFFICER / CS-3 Division 
ELECTJ3ONIC MATERIALS OFFICER / CS-4 Division 

ENGINEERING : LT Richard A. Dumas 
Relieved by LT R. Douglas Buchy 

MAIN PROPULSION ASSISTANT / E-1 Division 
DAMAGE CONTROL ASSISTANT / E-2 Division 
IiLECTRICAL llFFICER / E-3 Division 

S~JPPLY : LT Dean A, Bosnak 
Relieved by LT Bryce D, Berg 

STO-PERS / S-1 Division 
MX>D SERVICES / S-2 Division 



DISBURSING OFFICER / S-3 Division 

SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER OF THE COMMAND: 
QMCS(SW) James A. Lackett 
Relieved by XS(SW) Toldd Munger 

1991 AIR DETIYsMaJP 

OFFICER-IN-CNARGE: UDR Dan Gamrick 

OPERATIONS OFFICER 
ADMINISTRATrvE OFFICER 
MAINTENANCE OFFICER 
TACTICS OFFICER 
Maintenance and aircrew personnel 

Light Antisulmarine Helicopter Squadron (HSL) 45 Detachrent FOJR was 
d k e d  for the 1991 Arabian Gulf deployment. The detachment embarked on 28 May 
and was onboard until 25 November. They operated two SH-GOB Seahawk helicopters, 
designated bnewolf 53 and bnewolf 54. The detachment was cmprised of six 
pilots, three aircrewmen and eleven enlisted mintenance technicians. 

The primary mission of the air detachment was to support Arabian Gulf 
surveillance and anti-mine operations, with a secondary emphasis on logistics 
support. The aircraft effectively and capably extended the "eyes" of the ship, 
through utilization of the LAMPS SRQ-4 data link. They patrolled areas in the 
vicinity of the battlegroup on the lookout for mines and other shipping, using 
RADAR, ESM and visual observation to correlate contacts. 



1 Jan New Year's Day 

4 Jan TGTJ Assessment, NTCC Long Beach 

7-11 Jan Engineering M'R' Phase I1 

8 Jan Underway f r m  NAVSTA Long Beach; EKX Drills 

9 Jan ECC Drills 

10 Jan E;CX: and Main Space Fire  D r i l l s ;  Moor P i e r  16 NAVSTA Long Beach 

12-13 Jan Training Readiness Evaluation 

14-18 Jan Combat Systems Groom 

1 4  Jan TJnderway from NAVSTA Long Beach; Vibration Analysis; M o o r 
NAVSHIPSYSENGSTA Port Hueneme CA 

15 Jan Battery Alignments 

16 Jan Frocking Ceremony 

18 Jan Underway f r o m  NAVSHIPSYSENGSTA Port Hueneme; 76m Gun Shoot; Moor 
NAVSTA Lnng Beach 

20 Jan Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 

22-25 Jan 3M Assist V i s i t  

23 Jan-1 Feb COMDESRON N I N E  Rtbarked 

26 Jan V i s i t  Ship 

29 Jan TJnderway from NAVSTA Long Beach; Wlrial a t  Sea 

30 Jan Moor NAVSTA Long Beach 

11-22 Feb Interim Refresher Training 

13 Feb Precision Anchoring 

15 Feb Moor t o  a Buoy 

18 Feb President's Day 

19 Feb Precision Anchoring 

22 Feb Outchop; Moor NAVSTA Long Beach 



26 Feb-1 Mar HARPON Tactical Qualification 

26 Feb DC Olympics 

27 Feb Mass Conflagration Drill 

28 Feb Environmental Health Survey 

4-14 Mar Restricted Availability 

5 Mar CCMDESRON NINE Engineering Review 

11 Mar EMDESRON NINE Engineering Cold Check Review 

13 Mar COMDESRON NINE Training Certification; Los Coyotes School Visit 

15 Mar-10 Apr Battlegroup Foxtrot Training 

15 Mar Underway from NAVSTA long Beach; Amrrmnition On-load NAVWEPSTA Seal 
Beach CA 

17 Mar Moor Pier 3 NAVSTA San Diego 

18-21 Mar Engineering Ml"r Phase I11 

19 Mar Ilnderway from NAVSTA San Diego 

21 Mar RAS with USNS NAVASOTA; Rendezvous with Battlegroup Foxtrot 

25 Mar MISSLEX/GIJNM 

28 Mar Safety Standdown 

31 Mar Easter Sunday 

2 Apr RAS with USS ROANOKE; Highline 'kansfer 

3 APr ECC Drills 

4 Apr Moor NAVSTA Long Beach 

11-15 Apr Quick Fix Installation 

15-18 Apr Operational Propulsion Plant Examination 

17 Apr IJnderway from NAVSTA Long Beach 

18 Apr Moor Pier 16 NAVSTA Long Beach 

19 Apr Personnel Inspection and Awards Ceremony 

21-23 Apr CMTQT HAR- Certification 

22-24 Apr Ship's Safety Survey; Hazardous Materials Review 



22 Apr Amunition On-load NAVWEPSTA Seal Beach CA 

23-26 Apr CMQT HARPON Tactical Qualification 

23 Apr NAVSTJRFGRTJ Long Beach Chaplain's Visit 

25 Apr CMS Assist Visit 

26 Apr Captain's Call and Awards Ceremony; GARY Awarded Silver Anchor 
Retention Excellence 

29 Apr-5 May READIEX 91-28 

29 Apr TJnderway fran NAVSTA Long Beach 

30 Apr-2 May Battlegroup Foxtrot Evaluation 

4 May RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

9 May Moor NAVSTA Long Beach 

10-21 May Planning for Overseas Movement (m) 

13-15 May CNJQT Certification 

18 May Torrance Armed Forces Day Parade; Dependent's Day Cruise 

20-24 May CSRT 

25 May Ship's Picnic 

28 May Deployed as part of Battlegroup Foxtrot; HSL 45 DET 4 Fly-on 

29 May CIWS and Small Arms PACFIRE 

30 May Aviation Safety Standdown 

31 May-1 Jun ECC and Main Space Fire Drills 

2 Jun RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

4 Jun 76m PACFIRE 

5-6 Jixi ErZ2 D r L l i s  

8-9 Jun ECC Drills 

10 Jun RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

11 Jun Inchop to CClMSEVEMCHFLT 

for 

13 Jun RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

16 Jun RAS with USS RC)ANC)KE 



17-21 Jun OPERATION FIERY VIGIL 

17 Jun Moor NAVSTA Subic Bay RP 

18 Jun Enroute fo r  Cebu RP with 314 civi l ians,  24 dogs and 7 ca t s  

19 Jun Enroute fo r  NAVSTA Subic Bay RP; RAS with USNS HASSAYAMPA 

20 Jun Mewolf  53 car r ies  out search and rescue (SARI mission t o  evacuate 
heat stroke victim £ram MV OCEAN WIZARD 

21 Jun Enroute fo r  Cebu RP with 288 civi l ians,  3 dogs and 1 cat 

22 Jun mroute  fo r  Singapore 

24 Jun RAS with IJSS N I G A R A  FALLS 

26-30 Jun Anchored, Singapore 

30 Jun 

1-6 Jul 

6-12 J u l  

7 Jul 

8-9 J u l  

10 Jul 

12 J u l  

13 J u l  

15 J u l  

15-22 J u l  

mroute f o r  Penang, Malaysia; Transit of S t r a i t s  of Malacca 

Moored Penang, Malaysia 

W a n  Ocean Transit  

RAS with IES FtOANOKE 

DC Drills 

RAS w i t h  1JSS ROANOKE 

Receipt of Stinger Missile D m  from IJSS STEIN 

RAS with TJSS ROANOKE; Transit  of S t r a i t s  of Hormuz 

Moor Mina Sulman, Bahrain 

Tender Availability w i t h  IJSS SAMUEL G.XPERS 

22-23 J u l  Northern Arabian Gulf 

23-24 Jul DC D r i l l s  

24 J u l  RAS with USS ROANOKE 

24-29 J u l  Central Arabian Gulf 

28 J u l  RAS with lJSS ROANOKE 

30 Jul-3 Aug Southern Arabian Gulf 

31 J u l  Escorted TJSNS PECOS through S t r a i t s  of Hormuz 

1 Aug RAS with USNS P m S ;  Escorted USNS AND= J. HIGGINS through S t r a i t s  



of Homuz 

2 Aug Escorted TJSS PYRC) through Straits of Hormuz 

3-5 Aug Inprt Mina Sulman, Bahrain 

5-9 Aug Central Arabian Gulf 

6 Aug RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

7 Aus DC Drills 

9 Aug RAS with IJSS ROANOKE; VEWREP with USS WHITE PLAINS 

10-13 Aug Inprt Al Jubayl, Saudi Arabia 

13-14 Aug Saudi PASSEX 

13 Aug Towing Exercise 

15-22 Aug Central Arabian Gulf 

15 Aug RAS with TJSS PYRC) 

18 Aug DC Drills 

19 Aug RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

20-21 Aug Ekmbing Runs with CVW-11 

23-24Aug GTJTJ?EXN 

25 Aug RAS with USS ROANOKE 

25-28 Aug Inport Mina Sulman, Bahrain 

28 Aug-4 Sep Central Arabian Gulf 

28 Aug 76m PACFIRF: 

29 Aug RAS with rEs ROANOKE 

29-31 Aug ECC Drills 

3 s e ~  76mn PACFIRE 

5-12 Sep Tender Availability with lJSS L. Y. SPEAR 

12-13 Sep Central Arabian Gulf 

12 Sep ECC and DC Drills 

13 Sep ECC Drills 



14-17 Sep Inport Doha, Qatar 

17 Sep Southern Arabian Gulf; RAS with IJSS mANOKE 

18-22 Sep I n p r t  Abu Dhabi , TJAE 

22 Sep Southern Arabian Gulf 

23-25 Sep GULFEX V 

24 Sep Opposed RAS with RFA BAY LEAF 

26-27 Sep Central Arabian Gulf 

26 Sep DC Dri l l s  

28-30 Sep Inport Mina Sulman, Bahrain 

30 S e p l  Oct Bahraini PASSM 

2-5 Oct Inport A 1  Jubayl, Saudi Arabia 

5-6 Oct Saudi PASSEX 

6 O c t  RAS with USNS PECOS 

7 Oct Central Arabian Gulf 

8 Oct 76m and -11 Arms PACFIRE 

8-11 Oct Inport Mina Sulman, Bahrain 

11 O c t  Southern Arabian Gulf; DC Drills 

12 Oct Transit  of S t r a i t s  of H o m z  

13 Oct Gulf of Onan; Full  Power and Econany Tr i a l s  

14 Oct Northern Arabian Sea; MX: D r i l l s  

15-21 Oct Indian Ocean Transit  

15 Oct RAS with USS ROANOKE 

17 Oct Inchop t o  COM!3EVENTHFLT 

19 Oct RAS and VERTREe with IJSS ROANOKE 

21 c)ct EKX: Dri l l s  

22 Oct Transit  of S t r a i t s  of Malacca 

23 Oct Singaporean PASSEX 



24-25 kt South China Sea 

24 RAS with USS ROANOKE 

25 Oct DC D r i l l s  

26 Oct Moor to a Buoy 

26-31 Oct Inport NAVSTA Subic Bay, RP 

31 Oct South China Sea 

1-5 Nov Inport Hong Kong 

6-25 Nov Pacific Ocean Transit 

8-9 Nav ABNJALM 

11 Nov RAS with TJSS ROANOKE 

13 Nov Inchop t o  CGMTHIRDFLT 

15 Nov Leap Frogs; RAS with IJSS ROANOKE; ECC Drills 

18 Nov FW with 1JSS ROANOKE 

20 Nov ECC D r i l l s  

22 Nov FW with rJSS ROANOKE 

25 Nov Moor P i e r  7 NAVSTA Long Beach 

25 Nov-31 Dec Holiday Leave and 1Jpkeep Period 

2 Dec "Dead Stick" Move t o  Pier 16 NAVSTA Long Beach 

11-13 Dec Physical Readiness Test 

16 Dec Awards Ceremony 

18-20 Dec Physical Readiness Test 

25 Dec Christmas 

31 Dec New Year' s Eve 



U S  GARY (FFG 511 
CYBMANl HISmRY 1991 

The calm before the Storm 

1991 began quietly for  TJSS GARY ( F K  51.1, with her crew enjoying the l a s t  
few days of a holiday leave and upkeep pericd. But world events made it clear  
that t h i s  quiet  would not l a s t .  A few mnths previously, I raqi  forces had 
occupied Kuwait, and the  1Jnited Nations positi.on was clear:  the Iraqis would have 
t o  go. A s  GARY began workups and evaluations f o r  her upcoming deployment, every 
man realized that t h i s  time, it just might be fo r  the real thing. 

This underlying sense of urgency was clear  i n  the performance of GARY and 
her crew during Engineering and Dmge  Control training evaluations i n  the f i r s t  
two weeks of the new year. Both the Propulsion Examining Board and the Fleet 
Training Group vis i ted  GARY, and pronourlced her material and personnel 
preparations fo r  deployment on track and proceeding nicely. With these milestones 
m e t ,  GARY moved t o  NAVSHIPSYSJ3NGSTA Fort  Hueneme for  battery alignments and 
groaning of her Ccanbat Systems suite.  

r)n 15 January, while a t  Port Hueneme, GARY learned of the start of 
Operation Desert Storm. She reacted quickly t o  the possibi l i ty  of action on the 
hane front,  stationing extra a m d  watches t o  protect the ship and crew against 
t e r r o r i s t  attack. Fortunately, t h i s  precaution was never needed, and, on 18 
January, a f t e r  test ing the performance of her 7 6 m  gun mount a t  sea, GARY 
returned t o  NAVSTA Long Beach t o  learn of the cease-fire and the sweeping TJnited 
Nations victory. 

Refreshed, reanned, ready 

After a f ina l  few weeks of furious preparation, GARY moved to San Diego on 
11 February fo r  Interim Refresher Training. Conducted by the Fleet Training 
Group, REFTRA is an intensive, all-hands , evolution i n  which l i t e r a l l y  every area 
of seagoing and warfighting s k i l l  is evaluated, upgraded and reevaluated. By its 
conclusion on 22 February, it was clear tha t  GARY was ready t o  rejoin the f lee t .  

A short Restricted Availability with SIMA Long Beach and intensive review 
aE En,-inssrily i)ep.nmmt records and preparations by OESRON NINE occupied the 
f i r s t  half of March. On the 15th, GARY moved t o  NAvWEPSTA Seal Beach for  a 
canplete weapons onload, and then proceeded (In t o  San Diego, where she embarked 
PEB examiners for  a f ina l  four-day engineering training v i s i t .  

The ship then joined the newly-formed Battlegroup Foxtrot for  several weeks 
of workups designed t o  integrate the  individual units in to  a single team. GARY 
took advantage of the period to test her gun (and missile munts,  and to continue 
training the  engineers i n  watchstanding and casualty control. On 4 @rill The 
ship returned t o  NAVSTA Long Beach. 

On 15 April, the examiners from PEE3 returned for  the Operational Propulsion 
Plant Examination (OWE), an intensive review of all aspects of the  ship ' s 
engineering materials and personnel. By it.s conclusion on 18 April, GARY'S 
Engineering Department was cer t i f ied  as ready i n  a l l  respects t o  deploy. 



Tne focus then shif ted t o  Cclmbat Systcms, a s  the sh ip ' s  HARPOON missile 
launching and control systems were tested and cert i f ied.  On 26 A p r i l ,  GARY 
c q l e t e d  HARPOON Tactical Qualification w i t h  flying colors. Later tha t  day, 
COMDESRON N I N E  vis i ted the ship and awarded GARY the  Silver Anchor for  retention 
excellence, reminding a l l  hands that i n  sp i t e  of the arduous workups she had 
participated in ,  many sa i lors  had never been more proud than they were on GARY. 

Only one hoop remained for  GARY and her crew: the Battlegroup Foxtrot 
Evaluation. This was conducted from 30 April t o  2 May i n  the waters off southern 
California. For the f i r s t  time, GARY was joined in action by a l l  the marhers of 
the battlegroup, including the Navy's newest carrier, TJSS ABRAHAM LItKl3ZN. 

On 9 May, GARY returned t o  NAVSTA Long Beach and began a brief Planning fo r  
Overseas Movanent (KM) period, allowing the crew a few days t o  put the i r  houses 
i n  order before the deployment. Combat Systems evaluations continued during FQJI, 
and concluded with s u c c e s s f u l c ~ l e t i o n  of the Combat Systems Readiness T e s t  on 
24 May. After one l a s t  all-hands event, a ship 's  picnic on 25 May, GARY was 
ready. 

F i re  i n  the  sky 

Early on the morning of 28 May, with hundreds of relatives,  friends and 
well-wishers looking on, GARY l e f t  b n g  e a c h  and headed south t o  join the 
battlegroup. On the way, she was m e t  by lonewolf 53 and 54, the Seahawk 
helicopters thatwould effectively extendGARY1s range throughout the deploymnt. 
Once united, the group turned w e s t .  During the t r ans i t  of the Pacific, GARY 
continued t o  t r a in  and d r i l l  heavily, in preparation fo r  entering the Arabian 
Gulf, still o f f i c i a l ly  a w a r  zone. By mid-June, the crew was ready for  a break: 
l iber ty  i n  Subic Bay. 

But Mother Nature had other plans. Just  days before the ship was due t o  
arr ive in the  Philippines, Mount Pinatubo, a volcano which had l a in  dormant for  
over four hundred years, erupted mre violently than ever before. TJ. S. 
f a c i l i t i e s  near the volcano, l ike  Clark Air Force Base, w e r e  damaged beyond use 
i n  a matter of hours. Forty miles away, the  area surrounding Subic Bay Naval Base 
was subjected t o  a downpour of ash, which quickly accurnulatedto a thickness of 
up t o  s i x  inches. 

There was more disaster  t o  came. A few days a f t e r  the eruption, monsoon 
rains compunded the problem, soaking the  ash which was covering every structure 
within a hundred miles of Mount Pinatubo. The added weight of the  rainwater 
proved too much for  all  but the strongest 'buildings, and hundreds of houses, 
shops, clubs, warehouses and repair f a c i l i t i e s  collapsed overnight. By 17 June, 
the decision was made to  evacuate a l l  TJ. S. dependents £ran the area. Battlegrmp 
Foxtrot joined Operation Fiery Vigil. 

Women and children f i r s t  

USS GARY, an Oliver Hazard Perry class fr igate,  was b u i l t  t o  acanmdate up 
to  210 men. Her junior crewma l ive  i n  three berthing ccqarhrtents, each with 60 
racks. Her galley works around the clock t o  have meals ready on t h ,  and her two 
d i s t i l l i n g  plants produce enough fresh water t o  allow each man one short shower 
a day. TJnder normal circumstances, these various elements work together t o  ensure 
that each man has just  what he needs, no more and no less. 



Fiery Vigil tested the c r e w ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  adapt t o  extremzly unusual 
circumstances. In two day-long t r ips ,  GARY evacuated a t o t a l  of 602 civi l ians,  
27 dogs, and 8 cats ,  plus luggage, from Subic t o  Cebu. Berthing fo r  the guests 
was provided by moving the crew out of two of the i r  berthing -ts, and 
by mving both of the Seahawks out of the i r  hangars onto the f l i g h t  deck. Meals 
were served a h s t  continually, and water rationing allowed the d i s t i l l i n g  plants 
t o  keep up with the suddenly doubled demand. The sh ip ' s  band set up topside and 
played w e l l  in to  the  night during each t r i p ,  giving the evacuees a chance t o  take 
t h e i r  minds off the  homes they had been forced t o  leave. 

Just  when a routine of so r t s  had been established fo r  GARY and her c rew,  
a new cc~nplication merged. During her return t o  Subic af ter the  f i r s t  evacuation 
run, GARY received an emergency radio message from the Merchant V e s s e l  OCEAN 
WIZARD, steaming several hundred miles t o  the northwest. One of her crewmen was 
suffering from heat stroke and required innnediate medical attention. Although low 
on fuel from the high-speed run t o  Cebu, GARY began another high-speed run toward 
OCEAN WIZARD, t o  close the range for  her helo. After several hours, the ship was 
close enough t o  dispatch Lonewolf 53, who mnpleted the daring nighttime search 
and rescue mission by safely evacuating the seaman t o  Subic Bay. GARY then 
returned t o  Subic Bay herself,  and calmly picked up a second group of evacuees. 
By the conclusion of Operation Fiery Vigil, elements f rom Battlegroup Foxtrot and 
other uni ts  had removed over 8000 c iv i l ians  from harm's way. 

Paradise found 

After 26 s t ra ight  days without mil o r  l iberty,  the c r e w  was ready fo r  a 
well-deserved break. O r  two. So, on 26 June, GARY anchored i n  Singapore harbor 
for  four days. The c r e w  wasted no t i m e  i n  taking as  much of the  local scenery and 
color a s  the  time would allow, returning t o  the ship each night t o  cmpare notes 
and me plans fo r  the  next day. On 30 June, GARY l e f t  Singapore and transited 
the treacherous S t r a i t s  of Malacca, the world's busiest shipping channel. The 
crossing, done a t  night and during almost continuous rain squalls, l e f t  the crew 
exhausted. Fortunately, the morning of 1 July brought r e l i e f ,  a s  the  skies 
cleared and GARY m r e d  on the island of Penang, Malaysia. 

Penang, a resor t  popular among vis i tors  from Australia, New Zealand and 
Europe, as w e l l  a s  throughout Southeast Asia, proved to be just the  t i cke t  fo r  
GARY and her crew.  Nearby beaches featured spectacular sunsets and affordable 
hotels, along w i t h  a nightl i fe  that never seemed to end. Parasailing and water 
skiing were offered fo r  those not content t o  merely watch, and tours and 
incredible shopping bargains rounded out the  v i s i t .  There was even a country-and- 
western danoe club which featured a huge Fourth of July celebration for  the  crew. 

Back t o  business 

Thoroughly recharged, GARY l e f t  Malaysia on 6 July and rejoined Battlegroup 
Foxtrot for  the  t r ans i t  of the  Indian Ooean. Wily  damage control drills helped 
to bring the crew back up to speed, and prepare the  rrren for Arabian Gulf 
operations. On 12 July, GARY set Condition l A ,  a level of enhanced m i n g  and 
readiness, and enteredthe S t r a i t s  of HO~IIUZ, o f f i c i a l ly  joining Operation Desert 
Storm. 

The ship proceeded to Mim Sulman, Bahrain, the  hub of U. S. Navy 
operations in the  gulf, for  a week-long avai labi l i ty  with TJSS SMJEL GXBIPERS. 



After her TAV, GARY participated in various operations in the Northern and 
Central Arabian Gulf during the rest of the month of July. 

On 30 July, GARY stepped back into her old role as escort, moving to the 
Southern Arabian Gulf and setting Condition :LA to escort TJSNS PECOS, IJSNS ANDREW 
J. HIGGINS and USS PYRO through the Straits of Hormuz. After a brief stop in 
Bahrain, she then returned to the Central Arabian Gulf. 

On 10 August, the ship moored at Al J~lbayl, Saudi Arabia, only 150 miles 
£ran the Kuwaiti border, to workup for a joint exercise with Saudi Naval forces. 
The exercise, conducted on 13 and 14 AUCJUS~, included a hazardous towing 
demonstration, executed flawlessly by GARY and her Saudi counterpart. Also in 
August, GARY participated in GrJLFEX IV, with units from several allied nations. 

Showing the flag 

September found GARY back in Bahrain, this time for an availability with 
the subrine tender IJSS L. Y. SPEAR. Following this, the ship entered the port 
of Doha, Qatar, for a rare U. S. diplanatic visit. The highlight of the trip was 
a reception for the TJ. S. Ambassador, hosted by GARY, during which former 
hea-ight boxing champion Muhanumd Ali made a surprise appearance. 

On 17 September, GARY left Doha and proceeded to Abu Dhabi in the TJnited 
Arab Emirates for a four-day visit. By far the most Western of the Middle East 
nations, Abu Dhabi provided awelccnne change of scenery forthe crew, as well as 
a chance for GARY to show the colors. 

GARY closed out the month of September with a return to Bahrain for joint 
exercises with the Bahraini Navy, and then returned to Al Jubayl on 2 October for 
a second visit and a repeat of the previous joint TJ. S.-Saudi exercise. A final 
stop in Bahrain from 8 to 11 October closed out GARY'S tour in the gulf. On 12 
October, she set Condition 1A for the last t k  and exited the Straits of Hormuz . 
Eastbound and down 

GARY paused for several days in the Gulf of Oman while the various elements 
of Battlegroup Foxtrot gathered for the return voyage. Taking advantage of the 
opportunity, she completed her Full Power and Econcmy Engineering Trials. Then, 
on 15 October, the battlegroup turned east and began the transit of the Indian 
Ocean. 

On 22 October, the group entered a colum formation and crossed through the 
Straits of Malacca. TJpn exiting the strr3itsr GARY joined units £ram the 
Singaporean Navy for a day of joint exercises. She then entered the South China 
Sea d wntinu& to tiat: west. 

From 26 to 30 October, GARY was again in Subic Bay, the Philippines. In 
spite of the months that had passed, the effects of the eruption of Mount 
Pinatubo were still quite apparent. As a result, much of the area surrounding the 
base remained off-limits. Still, the crew took advantage of what amenities 
remained in this, their first real liberty port in mnths. 

GARY folloied her visit to Subic with a trip to Hong Kong, a first for many 
of her sailors. Shopping, tours and nightlife, along with side trips to the 



Portuguese colony of Macau and t o  the People's Republic of China, made the v i s i t  
a memorable one for  a l l  hands. 

After Hong Kong, GARY continued westward, participating along the way i n  
ANMJALEX with elements of the Japanese Naval  Self-Defense Force. A number of 
typhoons i n  the Western Pacific made for  several days of extrerne pitching and 
rolling, and reminded crewmen tha t  not everyone had the i r  sealegs yet, even a f t e r  
f ive  mnths a t  sea! 

Hoane for  the holidays 

The t r a n s i t  of the Pacific Wean continued without incident and, on 25 
Novedxr, GARY made landfal l  w i t h  the sighting of the California coast. Just  
a f t e r  sunrise, the tw SH-60B Seahawk helicopters of HSL 43 DET. 4 flew off for  
Naval A i r  Station North Island. The Long Beach-bound elements of Battlegroup 
Foxtrot, f r iga tes  GARY and INGRAHAM and o i l e r  ROANOKE, formed a column w i t h  GARY 
i n  the lead. 

A s  the ship neared the Naval Station, banners could be seen wlcoming the 
group. Sailboats and tugs with water cannons shooting skyward escorted GARY t o  
Pier 7, where, once again, hundreds of relatives,  friends and well-wishers 
watched the ship move, t h i s  t i n e  toward horrre. Thanksgiving and Christmas with 
their loved ones still t o  be looked forward to, the crew closed out the year with 
a well-deserved holiday leave period. 


