
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728) 
FLEET POST OFFICE 

SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 98799-2099 
5750 
Ser B1 72/ 175 
16 May 90 

From: Comnanding O f f i c e r ,  USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728)(8UE) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H i s t o r y ,  Washington Navy Yard (OP-O9BH) 

Subj: OOMUAN) HISTORY 

Ref: (a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12E 

Encl :  (1 )  C m n d  H i s t o r y  and Nar ra t i ve  
(2 )  Welcome Aboard pamphlet f o r  USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728)(BLUE) 
(3)  Welcome Aboard pamphlet f o r  USS FLORIDA (SSRN 728)(GYXD) 

1. Per reference (a ) ,  enclosures (1)  through (3)  a re  forwarded. 

By d i r e c t i o n  



1. Comnand Composition and Organizat ion. The s h i p ' s  miss ion i s  t o  remain 
submerged and undetected and serve as a s t r a t e g i c  nuclear de ter rent .  The 
s h i p ' s  parent comnand i s  Submarine Squadron 17 and the sh ip  i s  homeported a t  
Naval Submarine Base, Bangor, WA. Two crews, Blue and Gold, a l t e r n a t e  manning 
of the sh ip  on approximately 95 day cyc les .  When not manning the ship,  the 
"off-crew" i s  under the admin i s t ra t i ve  comnand o f  Submarine Group 9. The Blue 
Crew i s  commanded by CAPT L y l e  D. Meier ,  and the Gold Crew by CAPT Kent V. L. 
MacNe i I I . 

Encl (1) 



2. Chronology: 

1 JAN 

22 JAN 

10 FEB 

13 FEE 

07 MAR 

03 APR 

04 APR 

07 APR 

10 APR 

1 1  APR 

13 APR 

14 APR 

01-04 MAY 

08 MAY 

09 MAY 

12 MAY 

15-16 MAY 

17 MAY 

10 JUN 

14 JUL 

FLORIDA i s  a t  sea and manned by the Gold Crew on Pa t ro l  18. 

FLORIDA re tu rns  t o  Bangor, WA t o  f a c i l i t a t e  repa i r s  
fo l l ow ing  a casua l ty  on the Emergency D iese l .  

Conducted an Operat ional Reactor Safeguards Examination 
which was awarded a grade o f  Average. 

Completed Pa t ro l  18. Comnenced R e f i t  19. 

Blue crew r e l i e v e d  the Gold crew. 

Underway fo r  Pa t ro l  19. 

Ar r i ved  Pearl Harbor, HI t o  prepare fo r  Torpedo 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P ro f i c iency .  

Underway fo r  a NK-48 Torpedo C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P ro f i c iency .  

A r r i ved  Pearl Harbor, HI .  TCP delayed due t o  poor weather. 

Underway fo r  VIP Cruise w i t h  members o f  the Defense Science 
Board embarked. 

A r r i ved  Pearl  Harbor. A f t e r  a shor t  s tay ,  departed t o  
conduct Torpedo C e r t i f i c a t i o n  Pro f ic iency .  

A r r i ved  Pearl  Harbor. 

Underway t o  resume Pa t ro l  19. 

Conducted a Tac t i ca l  Readiness Examination. Blue Crew 
evaluated as Exce l len t  - highest  grade i n  Submarine Group 9 
i n  past three years. 

Comnenced Underway Mate r ia l  lnspect ion (LMI) by the 
Washington DC Submarine Board o f  lnspect ion and Survey. 

FLORIDA a r r i v e s  i n  Bangor, WA ending Pa t ro l  19. 

Uvll completed. Corrmenced R e f i t  20. 

Conducted a Navy Technical P ro f i c iency  Inspect ion. FLORIDA 
Blue achieved Outstanding i n  twelve o f  t h i r t e e n  evaluated 
areas. 

Gold crew r e l i e v e s  Blue crew. 

FLORIDA underway fo r  Pa t ro l  20. 

FLORIDA a r r i v e s  a t  Pearl  Harbor, HI t o  prepare fo r  Tac t i ca l  
Readiness Eva luat ion  and Torpedo C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P ro f i c iency .  



2. Chronology (cont): 

16-17 JUL Conducted Tactical Readiness Evaluation and M<-48 Torpedo 
Certification Proficiency. Awarded a grade of Above 
Aver age. 

24 JUL 
16 AUG 

21 A m  

12 SEP 

28 SEP 

26 NOV 

29 NOV 

27 DEC 

Returned to Pearl Harbor for port visit. 

Underway to complete Patrol 20. 
Completed Patrol 20. Comnenced Refit 21. 

Conducted Navy Technical Proficiency Inspection. No 
significant deficiencies noted. 

Blue crew relives Gold crew. 

Underway for Patrol 21. 

Participated in PACEX 89, conducted a SSBN Continuity of 
Operations (SCOOP) exercise at Cold Bay, AK. 

FLORIDA awarded the Submarine Squadron Seventeen Battle 
Efficiency 'E' for Fiscal Year 1989. First TRIDENT to earn 
consecutive Battle "E's". 

FLORIDA (BLUE) awarded the Submarine Squadron Seventeen 
Anti-Submarine Warfare 'A' and Strategic Weapons System 'S' 
for Fiscal Year 1989. 

Conducted Operational Reactor Safeguards Examination. 
Awarded a grade of Average. 

Completed Patrol 21. Conmenced Refit 22. 

Gold crew relieves Blue crew. 

Underway for Patrol 22. 



3. Narrat ive:  

The New Year a r r i ved  w i t h  the FLORIDA underway. A casualty t o  the sh ip ' s  
emergency diesel necessitated the re turn  t o  Bangor on 22 JAN for  repairs.  
FLORIDA returned t o  sea fo l lowing repa i rs  and completed Patrol  18. An 
Operational Reactor Safeguards Examination (ORSE) was conducted and FLORIDA 
(GDLD) was awarded a grade of  Average. 

FLORIDA Blue crew re l ieved the Gold crew on 13 February. CAPT L.  D. Meier 
assuning comnand of  the FLORIDA for  the f i r s t  time. Departing Bangor for  
Patrol  19 fo l lowing a Re f i t  of 50,000 man-hours, FLORIDA proceeded to  Hawaii 
for  a Mk-48 Torpedo Prof ic iency C e r t i f i c a t i o n  (TCP). Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Hawaii, 
Mk-48 exercise torpedoes were loaded and preparations were completed for  the 
TCP. The i n i t i a l  attempt a t  the exercise torpedo f i r i n g s  was cancelled due to  
inclement weather which precluded the torpedo recovery vessel frorn safe ly  
recovering the torpedoes. Returning t o  Hawaii, FLORIDA then prepared for  a 
v i s i t  by members of the Defense Science Board. Underway w i t h  the Defense 
Science Board embarked, FLORIDA conducted a one day VIP cruise.  FLORIDA was 
comnended by the r i de rs  for  the crew's enthusiasm and professional ism during 
the conduct of the cru ise.  A f te r  disembarking the VIP's, FLORIDA returned to  
the torpedo range t o  resume the TCP. The TCP was conducted w i t h  a record of 
f i v e  h i t s  out of  seven exercise torpedoes f i r ed .  Fol lowing the re turn  to  
Hawaii ta reload Mk-48 torpedoes, FLORIDA returned to  Patrol  19, and 
preparations for  the upcoming Tact ica l  Readiness Examination (TRE). 

P r io r  to  re turn ing to  Bangor, and completing Patrol  19, FLORIDA (BLUE) 
conducted a TRE. The ship and crew conducted themselves w i t h  p r i de  and 
professionalism. The teamwork and t r a i n i ng  conducted resul ted w i t h  a h igh ly  
successful evaluat ion and a grade of Excel lent  making FLORIDA BLUE the second 
TRIDENT crew to  achieve t h i s  grade and the f i r s t  i n  over three years. 
Fol lowing completion of the TRE, FLORIDA was host to  a LMI. Conducted i n  two 
par ts ,  an underway por t ion ,  and an i n  por t  por t ion,  extensive tes t ing ,  tear 
down, and inspection of the equipment and machinery of the ship was conducted. 

On 15 May the Blue crew was re l ieved by the Gold crew. R e f i t  20 was i n  
f u l l  swing w i t h  a t y p i c a l l y  arduous amount of work t o  be accomplished p r i o r  to  
se t t i ng  s a i l  fo r  Patrol  20. A l l  to ld ,  over 50,000 man-hours was expended by 
Tr ident  R e f i t  F a c i l i t y  on t h i s  r e f i t .  

Underway on 10 June for  Patrol  20, FLORIDA was again headed for  Hawaii and a 
TCP and a TRE. FLORIDA (GOLD) continued the superb record of the FLORIDA by 
being awarded a grade of Above Average. Fol lowing a por t  v i s i t  i n  Pearl 
Harbor, FLORIDA returned t o  sea and completed Patrol  20, but not before an end 
of pa t ro l  Navy Technical Prof ic iency Inspection. No s i gn i f i can t  def ic ienc ies  
were noted by the inspection team. 

The Blue crew then re l ieved the Gold crew on 21 August and proceeded 
through r e f i t  21. Th is  arduous r e f i t  consisted of  50,000 man-hours of TRF 
work, and an Ion Exchanger/Purif icat ion Media replacement. This was 
accomplished during the per iod of time that  i s  a l l o t t e d  for  a normal r e f i t ,  
and not w i t h  add i t iona l  time as i s  comnon for  t h i s  magnitude of work. 

Underway on time for  Patrol  21, FLORIDA was scheduled to  play a part  i n  
PACEX 89 i n  September. With the USS W E E  i n  Cold Bay, Alaska, FLORIDA 



3. Narra t ive  ( con t l :  

was tasked to  moor alongside and to  take on stores i n  a proof of concept 
operation of  the forward replenishment of Tr ident  submarines. Though FLORIDA 
successful ly  completed the t r ans i t  t o  the s i t e ,  poor weather, and l im i ted  
assistance from the ava i lab le  tug boats prevented FLORIDA from mooring 
alongside the MCKEE. The exercise i s  considered a success, however, as stores 
and personnel were able t o  be t ransferred between the MCKEE and FLORIDA using 
the tug boats as f e r r i es .  

On 1 October, FLORIDA was awarded the second consecutive Submarine Squadron 
Seventeen B a t t l e  E f f i c iency  "EM for F isca l  Year 1989.  This achievement i s  
accented by the fac t  that both crews s t r i v i n g  for  excellence together 
succeeded i n  maintaining the record of FLORIDA as the f ines t  boat i n  the 
squadron. This i s  the f i r s t  time that  a boat i n  Squadron Seventeen has 
repeated as the rec ip ien t  of  the B a t t l e  "E". FLORIDA (BLUE) was awarded the 
St ra teg ic  Weapon System IS' and the Anti-Submarine Warfare 'A' for  Submarine 
Squadron Seventeen for F isca l  Year 1989.  Coming o f f  of pa t ro l ,  FLORIDA 
conducted a ORSE which resu l ted i n  a grade of average. 

On 29 November the Gold crew re l ieved the Blue crew. Completing r e f i t  22 
w i t h  50,000 man-hours of work, FLORIDA departed on Patrol  22 on 27 December 
1989.  


