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1972 

The Amphibious A s s a u l t  Sh ip  USS DENVER (LPD-9) began t h e  I 
1972 Calendar  y e a r  moored s t a r b o a r d - s i d e  t o  P i e r  Number S i x ,  t 
I n d i a  Bas in ,  i n  Sasebo, Japan.  DENVER, a  member of  Amphibious 1 
Squadron FfVE, homeported i n  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  w a s  i n  a 
deployed s t a t u s  and a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  SEVENTH 
F l e e t .  A t  0855 on 4 January ,  DENVER g o t  underway t o  t r a n s i t  t o  I 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa i n  company wi th  t h e  USS MOBILE (LICA-115). 
The t r a n s i t  was r o u t i n e  w i th  t h e  excep t ion  of  one i n c i d e n t  where 1 
DENVER manned h e r  motor whaleboat  and c a l l e d  away F l i q h t  Q u a r t e r s  I 

when the MOBILE had a man overboard.  The man w a s  recovered  by I 
I 

MOBILE. DENVER moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  New Navy P i e r ,  White 
Beach, Buckner Bay, Okinawa, a t  1325 on 5 January ,  remaining i n  I 

p o r t  on ly  long  enough t o  o f f l o a d  f o u r  CH-46 and load  t h r e e  CH-53 , 
h e l i c o p t e r s .  A f t e r  complet ing f u e l i n g ,  o f f l o a d i n g  CH-46 Detach- : 
ment and l o a d i n g  CH-53's, DENVER cont inued  on h e r  way indepen- 
d e n t l y ,  g e t t i n g  underway f o r  Subic  Bay, Republic o f  t h e  P h i l l i -  
p i n e s  a t  1814 on t h e  same day. An i n t e n s i v e  schedule  o f  d r i l l s  

I and e x e r c i s e s  t h a t  had been se t  up f o r  t h e  t r a n s i t  w a s  i n t e r -  
r u p t e d  when, a t  0810 on 7 January ,  t h e  Japanese  merchant ca rgo  
v e s s e l  HITAKA mRU was s i g h t e d  a t  l a t i t u d e  17 deg rees  4 3  minutes  
n o r t h ,  l o n g i t u d e  120 deg rees  02.5 minutes  east. The HITAKA MARU 
was f l y i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Distress C a l l  S ign "NC" and t h e  
DENVER commenced manuevering c l o s e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  I n  heavy 
s e a s ,  t h e  DENVER s tood  by t o  a s s i s t  as t h e  HITAKA MARU s i g n a l l e d  
t h a t  she  was e n r o u t e  t o  Lingayan Gulf w i t h  a cargo  of  l o g s  when 
she developed a heavy l i s t .  A f t e r  j e t t i s o n n i n g  h e r  c a r g o ,  t h e  
merchant w a s  a b l e  t o  con t inue  on h e r  own and t h e  DENVER resumed 
h e r  t r a n s i t .  DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic  Bay on 7 January,  mooring 
p o r t  s i d e  to  Alava Wharf P i e r ,  Be r th s  1 and 2 a t  0030. DENVER 
f u e l e d  and r e c e i v e d  stores through t h e  remainder of t h e  day.  A t  
0815 on 8 January ,  DENVER g o t  underway independent ly  f o r  Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Okinawa on LO January ,  mooring 
s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  U. S. Navy P i e r ,  Buckner Bay, White Beach, 
Okinawa, a t  1503,  t o  o f f l o a d  t h e  331s t  Marine Amphibious Element. 
The s h i p  w a s  underway a g a i n  t h e  n e x t  day a t  0758, bound f o r  
Numazu, Japan.  DENVER completed the t r a n s i t  on 1 3  Janua ry ,  and 
remained i n  ?7xnazu only long  enough 50 em3ark BLT l/c for transf2r 
t o  Okinawa. Shz d i d  n o t  inoor or anchor, b u t  ra ther  ballasted 
down and launched l and ing  c r a f t .  DENVER t h e n  s tood  o u t  o f  p o r t  
and t r a n s i t e d  to Buckner Bay. Var ious  e x e r c i s e s  and d r i l l s  were 
conducted i n  t r a n s i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  General  Q u a r t e r s ,  Gunnery Exer- 
cises, and v a r i o u s  Damage Con t ro l  E x e r c i s e s .  DENVER s t o o d  i n t o  
Buckner Bay on 15 January .  She b a l l a s t e d  down o f f  P i e r  "Bravo" 
for l aunching  and recovery  o f  l and ing  c r a f t  and t o  o f f l o a d  
BLT 1 / 4 .  When t h e  w e l l  deck o p e r a t i o n s  were completed,  DENVER 
s tood  o u t  o f  t h e  ha rbo r  and t r a n s i t e d  t o  Subic  Bay. While en- 



r o u t e ,  an  awards ceremony and Captain's Personnel Inspectian w a s  
conducted a t  0745 on 17 January. 

DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay on 17 January and moored S ta r -  
board s i d e  t o  b e r t h s  3 and 4 a t  Marine Terminal P i e r ,  U, S. 
Naval Supply Center ,  Subic Bay a t  1313. A f t e r  completion of 
loading,  DENVER s h i f t e d  b e r t h s  once more, t h i s  t i m e  mooring 
s t a rboard  s i d e  t o  Berths  A-2 and A-3, Alava Wharf, a t  1616 on 
18 January.  A f t e r  r ep len i sh ing  h e r  supp l i e s  and g r a n t i n g  t h e  
crew some well-earned l i b e r t y ,  DENVER g o t  underway independently 
f o r  Danang, Republic of V i e t  Nam on 22  January a t  0800. Gunnery 
Exerc ises  and General Q u a r t e r s  were conducted t h a t  same morning. 

DENVER en te red  t h e  War Zone on 23 January a t  1703, DENVER 
a r r i v e d  i n  Danang on 24 January and moorea s t a rboard  s i d e  t o  
U. S. Army P i e r  (South) a t  0828. Af te r  loading  cargo,  DENVER 
g o t  underway f o r  Cam Ranh Bay, Republic of V i e t  Nam t h e  same 
day a t  1244. DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Cam Ranh Bay on 25 January,  
anchored f o r  approximately four  hours t o  load  cargo ,  and then  
g o t  underway f o r  Vung Tau, Republic of V i e t  Nam a t  1324. While 
en rou te ,  DENVER conducted underway replenishment ,  r e c e i v i n g  
f u e l  from t h e  U S S  ASHTABULA (AO-52). DENVER anchored i n  Vung 
Tau a t  0805 on 25 January.  A t  2120, h e r  cargo loading  mission 
complete, DENVER depar ted  V i e t  Nam t o  begin a t r a n s i t  t o  Subic 
Bay. 

DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay a t  0745 on 29 January and re- 
mained moored t o  Leyte P i e r ,  Cubi Po in t ,  u n t i l  1717 on 30 Jan- 
uary ,  when she g o t  underway f o r  Apra Harbor, Guam. She a r r i v e d  
i n  Guam on 3 February a t  1757 and moored s t a rboard  s i d e  t o  
Berth S-4, Apra Harbor. DENVER was underway f o r  Subic Bay a t  
0759 on 5 February. DENVER s tood i n t o  Subic Bay on t h e  even- 
i n g  of 8-9 February,  conducted w e l l  deck opera t ions  t o  load 
landing  c r a f t ,  and g o t  underway f o r  Vung Tau. DENVER anchored 
i n  Anchorage B-12 i n  Vung Tau on 1 0  February a t  2142. A f t e r  
conducting w e l l  deck opera t ions  t o  o f f l o a d  landing  c r a f t ,  
DENVER g o t  underway t h a t  same evening a t  2231 t o  r e t u r n  t o  Subic 
Bay. DENVER a r r i v e d  on 1 2  February,  mooring s t a rboard  s i d e  t o  
POL Pier, Subic Bay a t  2101. She remained t h e r e  u n t i l  1236 on 
1 3  February when she s h i f t e d  b e r t h s  t o  Anchorage E-19. 

A t  0848 on 1 4  February,  DENVER w a s  underway once more. This  
t i m e  h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  was Keelung, Taiwan. She a r r i v e d  on 16 
February a t  1107, making f a s t  t o  Buoy # 8 ,  Keelung Harbor. While 
i n  Taiwan, t h e  DENVER received a v i s i t  on 18 February from s i x  
f l a g  officers of the Nation31Lst Chinese  Navy. O n  2 1  February 
a t  0920, DENVER go t  underway for Buckner Bay. After a t r a n s i t  
marked by poor v i s i b i l i t y ,  DENVER a r r i v e d  on 22 February a t  0738 
and l e t  go h e r  p o r t  anchor i n  Anchorage Alfa  V i c t o r ,  Buckner Bay, 
Okinawa. La te r  t h a t  day t h e  s h i p  w a s  a b l e  t o  moor t o  P i e r  Bravo. 
On t h e  af te rnoon of  22 February, t h e  Commanding General of the  
3rd Marine Divis ion  v i s i t e d  t h e  DENVER. Elements of B a t t a l i o n  
Landing Team 3/9 were embarked f o r  t r a n s p o r t  t o  Numazu, Japan. 
A t  0701 on 2 3  February, DENVER g o t  underway f o r  Numazu w i t h  a 
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stop in the vicinity of Chin Wan, Okinawa to load tanks. At 
1116 on 23 February, DENVER rendezvoused with USS MOBILE (LKA-115) 
and USS TUSCALOOSA (LST-1187) in formation with CO, DENVER as 
OTC and CTG 76.5. After conducting various exercises, the Task 
Group transited to Numazu without incident. TUSCALOOSA was 
detached from the formation at 0400 on 25 February to proceed 
independently. DENVER anchored off Numazu Training Area at 0820 
on 25 February offloaded BLT 3/9 and loaded BLT 2/9 using landing 
craft. DENVER was underway again the same day at 2110, bound 
for Buckner Bay with the MOBILE accompanying her. DENVER anchored 
in Anchorage Alfa Victor on the morning of 28 February and later 
shifted to starboard side to New Navy Pier, Buckner Bay, at 1436. 
On 2, 3, and 4 March DENVER conducted high speed LVT launches 
and provided training services for various Marine units in the 
vicinity of Buckner Bay. After loading BLT 1/9, DENVER got 
underway for Subic Bay at 1740 on 6 March. Transiting in for- 
mation with the MOBILE Bad TUSCALOOSA, the formation conducted 
helicopter operations and formation "leapfrog" drills while 
enroute. After conducting amphibious landing exercises, DENVER 
moored port side to Pier Alava Seven and ~ight at 1600 on 10 
March. 

DENVER remained in Subic Bay for ten days for upkeep. During 
this period she was in a "cold iron" status and the crew was able 
to take leave. After conducting local amphibious operations with 
MOBILE and TUSCALOOSA and embarked units, DENVER got underway for 
Hong Kong with the formation on 21 March at 1258. Upon arrival, 
DENVER moored to Buoy # 2  at 0953 on 23 March. 

DENVER stayed in Hong Kong until 30 March. At 1015 that date 
she got underway for Buckner Bay in formatfon with MOBILE and 
TUSCALOOSA. The OTC was DENVER'S Commanding Officer. The for- 
mation replenished from the USS ASHTABULA on 1 April off the coast 
of Viet Nam. On 3 April DENVER in company with MOBILE and 
TUSCALOOSA departed Viet Narn waters for Okinawa to pick up re- 
placement equipment and personnel for BLT 1/9. DENVER moored 
starboard side to Pier Bravo, Buckner Bay, at 0807 on 5 April. 
After taking on fuel and welcoming some new replacements, the 
DENVER got underway at 1425 on the same day for operations as 
an element of Amphibious Ready Group Bravo with DENVER'S CO, 
Robert E. Bodamer, as CTG 76.5. DENVER received stores underway 
from the USS VEGA (AF-59) at 1330 on 9 April. After completing 
underway and vertical replenishment, DENVER joined Task Group 
76.4, USS BLUE RIDGE, and USS WESTCHESTER COUNTY in Special 
Operations off the coast of the Republic of Viet Nam. During 
this period, DENVER participated in myriad formation manuevers, 
aircraft exercises, and underway replenishment. At 1209 on 
18 April, DENVER was detached to proceed independently t o  assume 
duties as a combat search and rescue helicopter platform for 
Task Force 77. It was not long before her services were needed. 
At 0958 on 21 April, one of the "Big Mother" helicopters oper- 
ating off DENVER recovered two downed Air Force pilots and re- 
turned them to the ship. DENVER refueled from the ASHTABULA 
on 28 April. On 1 May DENVER'S helicopters responded to a dis- 
tress signal and recovered LT Michael G. Surdyk of VA-94 safely. 
Counting two pilots who were on 23 April and delivered to uss 



STEZRZTT [DLG-311, The DEXVER was i2strumental i n  the recavezy 
of f i v e  downed p i l o t s  while  on SAR s t a t i o n ,  

DENVER was r e l i e v e d  of h e r  SAR d u t i e s  on 25  May 1972 and 
depar ted  f o r  Buckner Bay i n  company wi th  USS MOBILE (LKA-115), 
USS CAYUGA (LST-1186) and USS TUSCALOOSA (LST-1187). DENVER 
moored s t a rboard  s i d e  t o  Eas t  Navy P i e r ,  Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
a t  1830 on 28 May t o  o f f l o a d  BLT 1 / 9 .  A t  0801 on 29 May 1972, 
t h e  DENVER depar ted  Okinawa i n  company wi th  MOBILE and CAYUGA 
f o r  Sasebo, Japan. A t  0910 on 30 May, DENVER moored s t a r b o a r d  
s i d e  t o  Berth India-Six i n  Sasebo. The DENVER commenced a 
two week upkeep per iod ,  making much-needed r e p a i r s  and grant -  
i n g  t h e  crew l i b e r t y  and some annual leave ,  DENVER got under- 
way fo r  Buckner Bay on 15 June a t  1100. A t  1150 on 1 6  June, 
DENVER anchored i n  Anchorage Alfa  Vic tor  a t  Buckner Bay, Oki- 
nawg. DENVER w a s  underway t h e  same a t  1753, steaming indepen- 
d e n t l y  for  Subic Bay. While i n  Okinawa, HMA-369, a Marine 
h e l i c o p t e r  squadron of-AH-1J "Cobra" gunships,  was embarked. 
DENVER-arriyed i n  Subic Bay on 1 8  June, mooring s ta~board side 
t o  Mabasan har f  a t  1715. While i n  Subic Bay, D3blVE.R loaded 1 ammunition o r  t h e  Cobras and rece ived  onboard 161 men f o r  - 
t r a n s p o r t  to1 s h i p s  and u n i t s  which were i n  t h e  Gulf of   onk kin. 
DENVER go t  u derway o n - t h e  evening of  18 June a t  2257 and 
en te red  t h e  ombat zone on 20 June. Af te r  completing t h e  t r a n s -  
f e r  of perso n e l ,  DENVER continued t o  t h e  vicinity of Elon La  
o f f  t h e  coas E of  North Vie t  Nam, a r r i v i n g  on 22 June, 

une u n t i l  26 J u l y  DENVER conducted the extremely 
d r evo lu t ionary  "MARHUK" ope ra t ions ,  The purpose 

of t h e s e  opekat ions was t o  i n t e r d i c t  North Vietnamese smal l  
c r a f t  which btternpted t o  break t h e  United S t a t e s '  blockade of 
North Vietnaqn's harbors .  The Cobra gunships enjoyed remark- 
able  success  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  restrict t h e  North Vietnamese 
a t tempt  t o  rk-supply by sea .  The DENVER a l s o  proved t h a t  t h e  
flag-configuTed LPD can handle a v a r i e t y  of new and d i f f e r e n t  
missions captpbly. 

DENVER l d f t  t h e  war zone on 26 J u l y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Subic Bay, 
a r r i v i n g  on $8  J u l y  a t  1 2 4 2 ,  and mooring por t  side t o  Berths  
7 and 8 Alav Wnarf. Af te r  debarking HMA-369 and being r e l i e v e d  
of h e r  SEVEN H F l e e t  d u t i e s  by t h e  USS CLEVELAND (LPD-II), 
DENVER l e f t  ubic  Bay a t  0821 on 2 Auqust t o  begin h e r  t r a n s i t  
back t o  t h e  q n i t e d  S t a t e s .  DENVER stopped i n  P e a r l  Harbor en- 
r o u t e  t o  CON S ,  mooring s t a rboard  s i d e  t o  Berth B-12 a t  0952 
on 1 2  DENVER s tayed i n  P e a r l  Harbor only  long enough 

2;) bs insp3cte:Z by cust?;ns azd ag r i~cPF ;cz~  ~ f f i -  
c i a l s ,  and oqfioad c a r p  t h a t  was embarked in Subic Bay. At 
1837 t h e  sarny day, DENVER g o t  underway f o r  her  homeport of San 
Diego. Af te r  an uneventful  t r a n s i t ,  DENVER moored port; s i d e  t o  
P i e r  3 ,  ~ e r t d  6 (South) i n  San Diego a t  1006 on 18 August. 

I 
Upon h e r  r e t u r n ,  DENVER en te red  a post-deployment s tand-  

down period.  ' On 1 September a t  1531, t h e  USS MOUNT VERNON 
moored outboakd of t h e  DELVER. On 5 September the MOUNT VERNON 



got uzdarway at G 7 S 8  and the U3S &!CSILE took hsr place t k s  
same day, mooring outboard the DENVER at 1126. MOBILE had 
a fire onboard in the early morning hours of 11 September 
and DENVER called away her Rescue and Assistance Team to 
assist. After the fire was extinguished, DENVER provided 
berthing and messing for some of the crew members of the 
MOBILE who had been displaced by the fire. 

After the stand-down leave period was completed DENVER 
entered upkeep, remaining in San Diego at hhe Naval Station. 
On 4 October, DENVER shifted berths to North Island Naval 
Air Station, mooring starboard side to Berth Oscar Papa. 
DENVER was the scene of the Change of Command ceremony for 
Commander Amphibious Operations Support Command, Pacific on 
6 October. Rear Admiral Arthur W. Price assumed command, 
relieving Rear Admiral John B. Davis. 

DENVER next got underway at 1224 on 10 October to transit 
to the vicinity of Hunter-Liggett Military Reservation in 
order to participate in PHIBLEX 5-72. During this operation, 
which lasted until 27 October, DENVER was the flagship of 
Rear Admiral Price, Chief Observer of the exercise. While 
DENVER served mainly as a platform for observer's helicopters, 
she also participated intimately in the exercise. The oper- 
ation, which was a test of the Shipboard Mobile Loqistics 
System, concluded successfully on 27 October when the DENVER 
returned to San Diego and the Admiral disembarked. DENVER 
moored at 1330 at Berth 61N6, Pier S i x ,  U. S. Naval Station, 
San Diego. 

At 1255 on 31 October, DENVER got underway for a short 
"turn araund" trip to Seal Beach for the purpose of off- 
loading munition in preparation for regular shipyard over- 
haul. At 0736 on 1 November, DENVER moored starboard side to 
the Ammunition Pier, Seal Beach, California. After completing 
the off-load, DENVER was underway at 1225. DENVER returned 
to San Diego the same day, mooring starboard side to Pier Six, 
Berth 61, at the Naval Station, at 1855. DEWER was in an . . 
upkeep status until 6 November. From 6-8 November, the 3oard 
of Inspection and Survey conducted the regular INSURV inspec- 
tion onboard DENVER. After the INSURV inspection was completed, 
DENVER remained in San Diego in an upkeep status. On 1 Dec- 
ember, R e a r  Admiral Arthur W. Price came aboard DENVER to act 
as Presenting Officer in an Awards Ceremony for DEWER person- 
nel. DENVER remained at the Naval Station, San Diego, to usher 
in th2  New Yzar. 




