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04 MAY 1972

From: Commanding Officer, USS DENVER (LPD9)

To: Director of Naval History (OP-09B9), Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, D.C. 20390

Subj: Command History; submission of (U)

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12 (Series)

Encl: (1) 1971 Command History of USS DENVER (LPD9)
(2) Documentary Annex (Copies of significant messages)

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) and (2)
are submitted.

Copy to:
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COMPHIBRON FIVE
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The Amphiblous Assault ip USS DENVER (LPD-9) began the
1971 Calendar year as a member of Amphibious Squadron SEVEN
homeported in Long Beach, California. DENVER was the flagship
of the squadron and flew the Commodore's Pennant from 1 January
to 10 January while moored to Berth 124 of Pier "E" at the
Long Beach Naval Station. At 0900 on 10 January, Commander
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN's Pennant was shifted to the USS
CAYUGA (LST-1186) as DENVER got underway for the Southern
California operations areas, and four days of battle profi-
ciency and operational readiness exercises in company with
the USS DURHAM (LKA-114). A host of drills were run by the
two ships, including underway replenishment, man overboard,
engineering efficiency tests, battle problems, gunshoots and
various shiphandling exercises to test the seaworthiness of
the ships and their crews. With exercises completed the two
ships returned to the Long Beach Naval Station mooring at Pier
"E" the evening of 14 January with DENVER occupying Berth 124.

DENVER remained inport the next seventeen (17) days, con-
ducting various fire and casualty drills to maintain readiness,
and was underway the morning of 1 February for another four-
day series of operational efficiency exercises in the Southern
California operation areas (OPAREAS) 3703 and 3704. Added to
this exercise period were underway replenishment practice ap-
proaches on the USS PASSUMPSIC (A0O-107) and night shiphandling
drills. DENVER again moored starboard side to Berth 124, Pier
"E" upon completion of exercises the evening of 4 February,
and remained there until 23 February.

On 8 February, the USS PASSUMPSIC (A0-107) moored outboard
of DENVER since 4 February, got underway and the USS CAYUGA
(LST-1186) moored to DENVER's port side.

At 0612, 9 February, DENVER experienced an earth tremor
with no damaging effects to the ship or the crew. The tremor
was part of a major earthquake experienced in the Los Angeles
area.

DENVER was underway for Explosive Anchorage #2, San Pedro
Bay the morning of 23 February where the onloading of 3" 50
caliber ammunition was commenced by YFN 178. Loading was com-
pleted by 1500 and DENVER was moored to Berth 124 Pier "E" of
the Naval Station by 1600. 25 February marked the beginning
of what was commonly called "the first turnaround." DENVER
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was independently enroute to Subic Bay, Republic of the
Philippines in accordance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY-
SIX Op Order 322-71. The code name given the operation was
Keystone Robin (Charlie) and in essence, was a redeployment
of forces from the Republic of Vietnam. The transit of the
Pacific was long, but uneventful. DENVER entered the San
Bernardino Straits the morning of 13 March and was moored
starboard side to berth #2, Alava Pier extension, U.S. NAVSTA,
Subic Bay by 2130. Captain John KAUTH, Commanding Officer of
the DENVER was the Senior Officer Present Afloat .

DENVER was underway again the morning of 14 March enroute
to Hong Kong. The transit was interrupted by the S.0.S. of a
Chinese merchant vessel, the WING HING. DENVER proceeded with
all due speed to the reported disaster position to search for
survivors. DENVER began a search pattern off Luzon Island
which eventually resulted in visual with an empty lifeboat at
19 33.0' N, 117 36.0' E. DENVER maneuvered for the best
position, then ballasted down, lowered her stern gate and
brought the lifeboat into the well deck. After de-ballasting,
DENVER was again underway in search of survivors. A lifeboat
without survivors was sighted at 1700, but it was quickly
followed by visual contact of another lifeboat with an appar-
ent survivor. DENVER maneuvered, then lowered the motor whale-
boat to attempt rescue. Rescue was accomplished and the life-
boat of the survivor was also taken aboard. DENVER then re-
turned to pick up the empty liferaft previously sighted at
19 34' N, 116 51.5' E.

17 March dawned with the DENVER continuing the search
for survivors 45 miles south of Pratas Reef. With orders to
end the search, DENVER continued her transit of the South China
Sea and moored to Buoy #1, Hong Kong Harbor at 2000 that evening.
The ship's company enjoyed the British Crown Colony until 23
March when DENVER sailed for Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam.

DENVER moored starboard side to Deep Water Pier #1 of
the Naval Support Facility, Da Nang, shortly after noon, 24
March, and commenced loading 229 Marine troops and 186 vehicles
for transfer to the United States in accordance with the Keystone
Robin (Charlie) OP-Order. Loading continued throughout the
night with DENVER underway for Naha, Okinawa before dawn on
25 March.

DENVER arrived in Okinawa, via the South China Sea, the
morning of 28 March. Twenty-one USMC CH-46 Helicopters (co-
cooned) were loaded from Pier 5 onto DENVER's flight deck for
transit to CONUS and DENVER was underway for Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii the morning of 29 March.
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DENVER ré%éhs Péarl Harbor the morning of 9 April and
moored starboard side to Berth K-10 at the Naval Supply Center
where one S-2 aircraft was loaded prior to the trip home.
DENVER departed the Hawaiian Islands on 10 April enroute to
San Diego to offload personnel and equipment. The transit
was interspersed with various drills to insure the operational
readiness of DENVER's personnel.

Shortly after noon on 15 April, DENVER moored starboard
side to Berth "O", North Island Pier and commenced the off-
load of the CH-46's and S-2. The offload took less than one
hour and DENVER was underway again for Berth 81, Pier 8 of
the San Diego Naval Station, mooring at 1400. The offload
of personnel and vehicles began immediately upon arrival.

On the morning of 16 April, DENVER sailed for her homeport
of Long Beach, mooring to Berth 152 of Pier 15 in mid-
afternoon and remained there until 30 April. The first
turnaround was ended.

On 30 April DENVER shifted to Berth 8, Pier 9 on a
cold plant and moored there until 11 May when she got under-
way for Berth 124, Pier "E", where she picked up a group of
distinguished visitors. Shortly thereafter, she was under-
way for the local OP-areas where she would show her versa-
tility as an Amphibious Assault Ship. The demonstration ended
in the late afternoon and DENVER returned to Berth 124, Pier
"E" by 1800.

14 May marked the beginning of the "second turnaround"
or Keystone Oriole (Alfa) to redeploy forces then in Vietnam
in accordance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SIX OP-Order
323-71. DENVER was underway independently for Subic Bay,
Republic of the Philippines, conducting various drills and
exercises to sharpen the efficiency of personnel and techniques.
Arriving in Subic Bay the morning of 30 May, DENVER stayed
only long enough to fuel at Leyte: Pier and was underway the
same afternoon for Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam.

As DENVER steamed into Da Nang harbor the morning of
1 June, she was met by the prospective commanding officer,
Captain Robert E. BODAMER, USN, who boarded from the pilot
boat. DENVER moored starboard side to Pier 2 where she
loaded 218 personnel and 194 vehicles, getting underway
again that evening for Hong Kong.

The ship reached Hong Kong on 3 June, mooring first to
mooring buoy #2 in Hong Kong Harbor, and then shifting to
mooring buoy A-35 in Kowloon Bay on 4 June, remaining there
until 9 June, when she slipped her mooring cable and departed
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for Okinawa. Howe g&& “E0: R's departure from
Hong Kong, Captain OfflClally relieved Captain John
KAUTH, USN, of his respon51b111ty as Commanding Officer and
assumed the role of DENVER's new "Skipper." On the morning
of 11 June, DENVER moored starboard side to the New Navy
Pier, Buckner Bay, Okinawa to refuel and replenlsh in pre-
paration for the trip home. At 2300 that evening she was
underway for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

DENVER arrived in Pearl Harbor on 20 June and stayed long
enough to refuel and pass the U.S. Customs inspection. She
was moored to Berth Ml & 2 of the Naval Supply Center for only
six hours before she was underway for San Diego and home. She
moored port side to Berth 81, Pier 8, San Diego Naval Station
the afternoon of 25 June and remained there until 29 June.

On that day, DENVER participated in burial-at-sea of the remains
of four retired members of the U.S. Naval Service. With the
flag at half-mast, she gave them to the sea in a solemn cere-
mony and then sailed for Seal Beach where she moored star-
board side to Pier 5 the morning of 30 June and commenced the
pre-deployment loading of ammunition. DENVER was underway
for San Diego that afternoon and moored port side to Berth
56, Pier 5 where she remained until 12 July, when she shifted
to mooring Buoys 26 and 27 in North San Diego Harbor. On 1
July DENVER officially changed homeports from Long Beach to
San Diego becoming a unit of Amphibious Squadron FIVE.

On 13 July she began intensive periods of interim re-
fresher training. Except for a brief period from 16 to 19
July, when moored to Buoys 26 and 27 in San Diego Harbor,
DENVER was underway in the Southern California operation
areas conducting many exercises, battle problems, and ship-
handling drills under the watchful eyes of evaluators from
the Fleet Training Group. It was a period to test the pro-
ficiency of DENVER as she readied herself for deployment.
Refresher Training ended with DENVER mooring starboard side
to Berth 82, Pier 8, San Diego Naval Station on 23 July.

On the morning of 2 August DENVER was underway in com-
pany with the USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10), USS SCHENECTADY (LST-1185),
USS ANCHORAGE (LSD-36), USS MOBILE (LKA-115), USS BENICIA
(PG-96), and the USS DOUGLAS (PG-100) on an exercise which
tested every facet of amphibious operations. Its title was
RESMAULEX (Reserve Marine Amphibious Unit Exercise) and in-
cluded landing Reserve Marine Units by surface and air as-
sault, anti-submarine warfare drills, antiaircraft and surface
defense exercises, electronic warfare problems, communications
drills, underway replenishments, shore bombardment, boat and
helicopter control drills and even the towing of the USS
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DOUGLAS (PG-100) by DENVER. The exercise was conducted in the
Southern California operation areas and centered around the area
off Camp Pendleton. On 4 August, DENVER, in what was a first
for her and her class of ship, refueled the USS DOUGLAS (PG-100)
while underway at 16 knots. Flight operations and landing
exercises continued for two more days, ending with DENVER
moored ‘Btarbeard:side.toBerth:82; Pier 8. The USS MOBILE
(LKA-115) moored outboard shortly thereafter. DENVER remained
alongside Pier 8 until her Dependents' Cruise on 21 September.
After a full day with friends and loved ones, DENVER returned
to Berth 45, Pier 4, U.S. Naval Station San Diego.

In preparation for her deployment to the Western Pacific,
DENVER underwent numerous inspections to determine her ability
to handle any contingency. On 9 and 10 August, DENVER under-
went a rigorous Nuclear Technical Proficiency Inspection (NTPI)
to test her techniques and expertise in handling nuclear weapons.
In the Engineering field, DENVER had a Boiler Inspection on
16 August and a 3-M (Material, Maintenance, and Management)
Inspection on 12 September. To round off the pre-deployment
inspections, DENVER underwent a Nuclear Weapons Acceptance
Inspection (NWAI) on 23 August and an Administrative Inspection
on 30 August. With all inspections completed and passed,
DENVER was ready to sail for the Western Pacific.

DENVER left San Diego on 1 October as a unit of Task Unit
10.8.1 participating in a convoy exercise in accordance with
Commander First Fleet Quarterly Emplyment Schedule. DENVER
sailed with the following units embarked: Assault Craft Unit
One, Detachment BRAVO, Team ONE; Beachmaster Unit ONE, Detach-
ment DELTA; Tactical Air Control Squadron ELEVEN, Detachment
BRAVO; and Underwater Demolition Team, Western Pacific, Detach-
ment BRAVO. Planned resistance to the sailing of the convoy
by local anti-war groups failed to materialize as the Coast
Guard kept the harbor clear of small craft. DENVER led the
formation of other ships of Amphibious Squadron FIVE, arriving
in Pearl Harbor on 6 October and mooring starboard side to
Berth K-8, U.S. Naval Supply Center.

DENVER was underway 8 October for Yokosuka, Japan with
the USS MOBILE (LKA-115) and USS SCHENECTADY (LST-1185) in
accordance with Commander Amphibious Squadron FIVE OPORD
303-71. The three ships comprised TE 16.8.1.2 with the
Commanding Officer of DENVER being CTE 16.8.1.2. The task
element sailled into the SEVENTH Fleet area of responsibility
on 17 October and became Task Unit 76.9.4. DENVER moored
starboard side to Berth 12, Piedmont Pier, U.S. Fleet Activ-
ities, Yokosuka on 18 October. Captain Robert E. BODAMER,
USN, Commanding Officer of DENVER, relieved as Commander Task
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Group 76.5 and Commander of Amphlblous Ready Group BRAVO that
same day. DENVER shifted berths on a cold plant on 20 October,
to Berth 3 and remained there until getting underway as a unit
of Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO. Beach Jumper . Unit ONE,
Detachment BRAVO, Team 12 joined the DENVER as an attached
unit on 18 October and sailed with her when she departed
Yokosuka on 26 October.

DENVER was underway with the USS MOBILE (LKA-115) on
that day enroute to Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam. Commanding
Officer, USS DENVER (LPD-9) was Commander Task Group 76.5
which included DENVER, MOBILE, AND SCHENECTADY. DENVER arrived
at Da Nang on 31 October and anchored in Anchorage 17. DENVER
was underway the same afternoon and received underway replen-
ishment and refueling from the USS SAN JOSE (AFS-7) and the
USS KANSAS CITY (AOE-3), respectively, that evening and set
course for Singapore. Enroute to Slngapore the DENVER dipped
below the equator at longitude 106° 15' E and the crew was
initiated into the Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of
the Deep. The ceremony took place on the 4th of November.
On 5 November, DENVER anchored in Singapore Harbor where she
provdided boating service to the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65)
which arrived on 6 November and remained until 16 November.
On that morning DENVER got underway and sailed for Subic Bay,
Republic of the Philippines, arriving on 20 November and
mooring starboard side to ALAVA Pier extension. The visit
was short as DENVER was underway the following day for Buckner
Bay, Okinawa in company with MOBILE and TUSCALOOSA. The group
steamed into Buckner Bay in the early hours of 24 November
with DENVER occupying Anchorage "AV" until she move pier-side
at 0630, where she commenced loading Battalion Landing Team
THREE, NINTH Marine Regiment of the THIRD Marine Division
(BLT 3/9). Loading was completed late that evening and DENVER
returned to Anchorage "AV". DENVER was underway for Chin Wan,
Okinawa the morning of 25 November. Flight operations and
wet well operations were conducted throughout the day. DENVER
anchored in Buckner Bay again that evening and was underway
for Subic Bay on 26 November. The arrival of the ARG on 29
November commenced a three day intensive training period in
all phases of amphibious operations. Special emphasis was
placed on wet net training for the battalion and coordination
of boat and helicopter control to produce an effective landing.
A rehearsal landing on 30 November, implementing surface
assault craft was followed by the final landing on 1 December.
Upon completion of the backloading of the battalion, DENVER
was underway for Berths 7 and 8 of ALAVA Pier extension where
she moored at 1500 on 1 December and began an upkeep period
which lasted until 11 December.




and anchored in Anchorage "AV" on 14 December. Underway again
on 15 December, DENVER provided two days of training services
for Marine LVT's (Amphibious Assault Tractors). High speed
LVT launches were held daily in the local operating areas,
particularly Ora Wan, and then DENVER would return to her
anchorage in Buckner Bay to spend the night. The high speed
LVT launches concluded 18 December, and DENVER proceeded to
Buckner Bay where she moored starboard side to the New Navy
Pier later that afternoon. The offload of BLT 3/9 took place
on 20-21 December and DENVER remained pierside until Christmas
Eve, when she sailed for Sasebo, Japan. Embarked aboard were
four (4) CH-46D helicopters from HMM-164 and a reinforced
rifle company which comprised a MAE (Marine Amphibious Element).
Extensive flight operations were conducted during the transit
to Sasebo. DENVER arrived in Sasebo on 27 December and moored
starboard side to Berth 6, INDIA Basin, where she ushered in
the New Year.




USS DENVER (LPD-9)
NAME

Captain Herbert W. CARR
Commander Charles H. SASSONE
LCDR Dalton L. ION

LCDR Kenneth B. ABEL

LT Robert G. HODSON

LT Glen S. CUMMINS

LT Paul M. HOFFMAN

LT Anthony S. VADOPALAS

LT Wilbur E. HOFFMANN, Jr.
LT Thomas P. SHEEHAN, MC
LTJG Michael J. VIZIO

LTJG James H. BATEMAN

LTJG James L. ROBINSON
LTJG Jim W. HYDEN

LTJG Robert F.MUHLHAUSER,Jr.
LTJG Kenneth D. STONE

ENS Carleton H.ENDEMANN,Jr.
ENS Charles S. GARLAND

ENS Gary L. GUTJAHR

ENS Brian R. RICHEY

ENS John S. ROBINSON

ENS Dennis K. SULLIVAN

ENS Ralph G. TOBELMANN
CW02 Finley F. DEMOSS

CW02 William H. SEDGWICK
WOl Larry L. BOLDING

TITLE

FCommanding Officer

Executive Officer
Operations Officer
Chaplain

First Lieutenant
Engineering Officer
Air Officer
Navigator

Supply Officer
Medical Officer
Weapons Officer

CIC Officer

A/C Fuels Officer
Communications Officer
Disbursing Officer

Assistant Supply Officer

Ships Boatswain
Watch-Division Officer
MPA

Repair Assistant
Watch-Division Officer
Personnel Officer
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The following officers were attached to the pre-commissioning detail of

Assistant Communications Officer

DCA-Ballasting Officer
EMO
Electrical Officer




13th Navel District Headquarters

Public Affairs Office

Seattle, Washington 96115

LA3-0550, Ext. 245

CQMMISSIONING CEREMONY

AMPHIBIOUS.TRANSPORT DOCK USS DENVER (LPD-9)

TIME AND DATE

PLACE

FRINCIPAL SPEAKER

KEEL LAID
LAUNCHED

SPONSCR

MATRON OF HONOR

BUILT BY

2:30 p.m. (about) Oct. 26, 1968

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard
Bremerton, !ashington

Honorabls Tom Currigan
Mayor of Denver, Colorado

Feb, 7, 1964
Jan, 23, 1965

Mrs. John A, Love, wife of the Governor
State of Colorado

. Mrs., Daniel J. Evans, wife of the Governor
State of Washington

Lockheed Shipbuilding and Drydock Co.
Seattle, '/ashington




e s W T A 0 Ay i M —— W W

13th Naval Dis rict Headquarters
Public Affairs Office

Seattle, Washingicn 98115
LA3-0550, Ext. <45

UNITED STATES SHIP DENVIR

VITAL STATISTICS

I'ength Overallc.-onoo-s-qu‘oooooooo..cacooancoo.ooﬁsl feed

Beam.ﬂ."...“.4.!‘(\‘..40..‘.0..4'...l..l.l....'l"sz} feet

Displace}nent'.I..'..L‘O.....‘.'.Oﬁﬂﬂ‘.ﬂ.'.l“"’.tll7)lfo tons (Full Iload)

Draft (Nav]"gational)"’....0.".....l’ﬂ......“..‘zz feet

Speedoo'c-ooooQoooocooooacooooonuo.--onoooaoonooo‘in excess of 20 knots
Propulsion....'....O...'”f'..‘.....'.ﬂ‘.........ﬂ24,coo SHP
A’-‘mﬂment.............-...-........-...FOUI‘ twin ?".' 5GC caliber guns

Amphibious Capabilities o0 300000 sneN e Command ard Control Facilities
Assauit Lending Craft
Heavy Lift and/or Armed Helicopters
Marine Battalion Landing Team
with Necessary cargo and heavy
equipment support,






