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1970 CCMHAND TIISTORY OY 
USS DENVER (LPDI)) DECLASSIFIED 

On 1 Janua ry ,  1970, t h e  USS DENVER (LPD.(-9), commanded by Captain Herbert  W .  
C m ,  USN, 001054-10, was moored i n  h e r  homeport, Long Beach Naval S t a t i o n ,  
Long Beach, C a l i f o r n i a .  The f l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander, Amphibious Squadron 
SEVEN spent  most of t h e  month of January prepar ing  f o r  he r  f i r s t  deployment 
t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  

On 5 January,  DENVER got  underway f o r  independent steaming and gunnery exer- 
c i s e s ,  r e t u r n i n g  on 6 January t o  Todd Shipyard, San Pedro, C a l i f o r n i a .  
F in i sh ing  touches were performed t o  i n s u r e  maximum r ead ines s  f o r  t h e  c r u i s e  
ahead. On 27 January, DENVER s h i f t e d  b e r t h s  t o  Long Beach Waval S t a t i o n  and 
embarked Assaul t  C r a f t  TJnit ONE, Detachment BRAVO and 90 v e h i c l e s  and 55 
p a l l e t s  of cargo,  totalzag-210 tons  f o r  Okinawa. 

On 31  January,  DENVER was underway f o r  Okinawa i n  accordance w i t h  Commander, 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN Operat ions Order fi3nlT70. Other u n i t s  j o in ing  f o r  
t h e  t r a n s i t  were t h e  USS ALAMQ CLSD-331, 1TSS ANCHORAGE (LSD-361, and TTSS 
MONTICELLO (LSD-35) . Off i ce r  i n  t a c t i c a l  command was Commander Task TJnit 
16.8.1, Captain B. R .  DODSON: USN, 000765t20, Commander, Amphibious Squadron 
SEVEN, embarked i n  DEMrER. \ 

Underway t r a i n i n g  included a gunshoot on 2 February and a n  underway rep len-  
ishment from t h e  USS KAWISHIWI CAP-146) on 5 February. While t h e  DENVER 
was a longs ide  t h e  p o r t  s i d e  of t h e  KAWISHIWL wi th  two f u e l  r i g s  connected, 
t h e  MONTICELLO made c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  KAWISHIWI wh i l e  approaching h e r  s t a r -  
board s i d e  a t  0908W on 5 February, coord ina tes  25' 28' N ,  157' 19 '  W.  
DENVER executed emergency breakaway procedures and no personnel  of m a t e r i a l  
c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t e d  on DENVER. The KAWISHIWI rece ived  $19,000 damage and 
t h e  MONTICELLO $25,000 b u t  bo th  s h i p s  were l e f t  capable  of ca r ry ing  out  
ass igned  missions and no personnel  were i n j u r e d .  Underway replenishment w a s  
resumed a f t e r  a s h o r t  de lay  and completed without  f u r t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  The 
Commanding Of f i ce r  of t h e  DENVER was d i r e c t e d  t o  conduct a n  informal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  by Commander, Amphibious Squadron SEVEN. 

On 10  February, ALAMO and ANCHORAGE were detached and DENVER proceeded 
independent ly f o r  Okinawa. On 11 February, DENVER passed from t h e  operat-  
i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of Commander, U .  S. F i r s t  F l e e t  t o  t h a t  of Commander, U.  S .  
Seventh F l e e t  and Commander, Amphibious Squadron SEVEN became Commander 
Task Unit  70.0.4. IIEWER moored a t  U .  S. Naval S t a t i o n ,  TJhite Reach, 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa on 16  February t o  o f f l o a d  cargo ,  and debark 12  United 
S t a t e s  Marine Corps e n l i s t e d  men and t a k e  on f u e l .  Upon completion, T)F,WJTR 
was underway on 17 February f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  w i t h  
Commander, Amphibious Squadron SETEN embarked, and a r r i v e d  20 aehruarv  t o  
moor outboard of t h e  TTSS MONTICELLO. 

Captain John L. KAUTH, USN, 0 0 a 5 - 4 0 ,  boarded p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  underway 
from ~ u ' b i c  t o  prepare  t o  r e l i e v e  Captain CARR. A b r i e f i n g  was he ld  aboard 
t h e  USS VANCOUVER on 23 February concerning turnover  of Amphbious Ready 
Group BRAVO. On 24 February, DENVER took PTF-5 i n t o  t h e  w e l l  deok f o r  
o f f l o a d  i n  Da Nang, Republic of V i e t  Nam. and departed Subic.  

An ex tens ive  a n t i - a i r  gi!fnnery e x e r c i s e  was he ld  on 24 February a s  Captain 
KAUTH was f a m i l i a r i z e d  w i t h  t h e  DENVER and a t  1620H on 25 February Captain 
J. L. KAUTH r e l i e v e d  Captain H. W. CARR of command be fo re  t h e  assembled 
crew on t h e  f l i g h t  deck. 



On 26 February, DEW- a r r i y e d  i n  Da Nang and off loaded PTF-5 from t h e  
w e l l  deck, 6 USMC personnel ,  28 USMC v e h i c l e s ,  weighing 69 tons  and 166 
p a l l e t s  of "Pro jec t  Handclasp" m a t e r i a l  weighing 93 tons .  LCU-1622 was 
secured i n  t h e  w e l l  deck f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  Subic and t h e  s h i p  was underway 
f o r  Subic t h e  same day. 

DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay on 28 February, o f f loaded  LCU-1622 and an  8 
man crew and moored outboard of USS JASON (AR-8). On 2 March, Commander, 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN became Commander Task Group 76.6. On 3 March, 
DENVER was underway f o r  Da Nang a s  p a r t  of "Keystone Bluejay" l i f t s  t o  
remove Marines from V i e t  Nam. Over 1434 tons  were loaded,  inc luding  164 
v e h i c l e s ,  t r a i l e r s ,  and t anks ,  dur ing  a 1 3  hour loadout  upon a r r i v a l  on 
5 March. One USMC o f f i c e r  and one USW e n l i s t e d  accompanied t h e  cargo 
when on 5 March t h e  DENVER depar ted  f o r  Okinawa. 

Cargo and passengers  were of f loaded  when nENVER reached Buckner Ray, 
Okinawa and Commander, Amphibious Squadron SEVEN depar ted  on 9 March on 
temporary a d d i t i o n a l  du ty  o r d e r s  t o  Commander, Amphibious Forces,  U.  S. 
Seventh T l e e t .  

DENVER w a s  underway f o r  Da Nang on 10 March. Commander, Amphibious Squadron 
SEVEN re tu rned  t o  h i s  f l a g s h i p  when DTBWER reached Da Nang on 1 3  March. 
Two f u e l  pontoons were loaded f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  DENVER'S next  s t o p  Vung Tau, 
and t h e  DENVER l e f t  Da Nang on t h e  same day. 

DENVER quickly  of f loaded  t h e  two f u e l  pontoons t h e  a f te rnoon of 14 March 
i n  Vung Tau, Republic of V i e t  Nam, and w a s  underway f o r  Singapore, 
expec t ing  t o  a r r i v e  t h e r e  17 March. However, DENVER w a s  d i v e r t e d  by 
o p e r a t i o n a l  committments and t h e  t r i p  was delayed and f i n a l l y  cance l l ed  
wh i l e  t h e  DENVERbwas involved i n  t h e  SS COLUMBIA EAGLE inc iden t .  

Two crew members s e i zed  t h e  COLUMBIA EAGLE by f o r c e  and used a bomb s c a r e  
t o  f o r c e  24 crew members t o  abandon s h i p  us ing  bo th  l i f e b o a t s  aboard. 
The cargo of 3,500-500 pound bombs and 1,225-750 pound bombs, intended 
f o r  u se  by U.  S. A i r  Force  bases  i n  Thai land,  a s soc i a t ed  f u s e s  and i g n i t o r s  
made t h i s  very be l i evab le .  The merchant s h i p  RAPPAHANOCK picked up t h e  
l i f e b o a t s  and crew members and sounded t h e  alarm. DENVER was d ive r t ed  by 
Conmnder, U. S. Naval Forces,  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  t o  a t tempt  i n t e r c e p t  of t h e  
COLUMBIA EAGLE by COMUSNAVPHIL 1507301: March 70. 

The COLUMBIA EAGLE was w i t h i n  t h e  12  m i l e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t  claimed by 
Cambodia be fo re  DENVER could reach  t h e  scene.  A t  a l l  t imes ,  TIENVER w a s  
c a r e f u l  t o  i n s u r e  i t  remained o u t s i d e  claimed Cambodian waters  a s  d i r e c t e d  
by h ighe r  a u t h o r i t y .  DENVER anchored a t  0 9 5 1 ~  on 1 6  March, 15.6 mi l e s  from 
t h e  Cambodian c o a s t  i n  t h e  Gulf of Skam. The U. S. Coast Guard Cu t t e r  
MELLON (CG-717) jo ined  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  w i t h  Commander. Amphibious Squadron 
SEVEN a s  sen io r  o f f i c e r  p re sen t  a f l o a t  embarked i n  t h e  DENVER. 

Two CH-53 h e l i c o p t e r s  were landed on DENVER from bases  i n  V ie t  Nam t o  
a s s i s t  i n  v i s u a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e .  DENVER ac ted  a s  communications r e l a y  
s t a t i o n  between t h e  COLUMBIA EAGLE and va r ious  i n t e r e s t e d  commands and 
s u r f a c e  observa t ion  p la t form f o r  movements of COLUMBIA EAGLE. 



On 17 March, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were detached and DENVER and Commander 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN depar ted  f o r  Singapore passing on scene 
command t o  USCGC MELLON. 

On 18 March, a t  0636H DENVER set course  f o r  a r e t u r n  t o  a p o s i t i o n  
f u r t h e r  o u t s i d e  Cambodian waters .  DENVER'S f l i g h t  deck was considered 
a d e s i r e a b l e  a s s e t  i n  t h e  event  e a r l y  r e l e a s e  of t h e  COLUMBIA EAGLE 
was obtained and i t  should prove d e s i r e a b l e  t o  f l y  t h e  crew members 
a l r eady  rescued a t  sea  back t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  r e j o i n i n g  t h e  COLUMBIA EAGLE. 
A t  2359H on 18 March, DENVER anchored i n  t h e  Gulf of Siam 17.0 mi l e s  
from t h e  coas t  of Cambodia, 10" 1 5 '  N ,  10.3' 28.8' E,  and Commander 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN resumed on scene commander. On 2n March, 
DENYER had a n  underway replenishment w i t h  t h e  USS TOLOVANA (AO-hL.) . 
Af te r  being r e fue l ed  and reprovis ioned ,  DENVER re turned  t o  anchor 1 3  
mi l e s  from t h e  c o a s t  of Cambodia, 10" 15.75 N ,  103? 37.1' E. 

The Cambodian domestic p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  and o u s t e r  of P r ince  Sihanouk 
made r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  matter d i f f i c u l t .  When t h e  two h i - jackers  had 
turned themselves over t o  Cmbodfan a u t h o r i t i e s ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  r e l e a s e  
of t h e  COLUMBIA EAGLE appeared t o  be  a lengbhy prospec t .  With t h e  danger 
removed from t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  DENVER'S presence was no longer  warranted 
and DENVER w a s  detached a t  1403H on 27 March by Commander, U . S . Naval 
Forces,  P h i l i p p i n e s  t o  proceed t o  Da Nang. 

DENVER had a n  underway replenishment from t h e  USS PROCYON (AF-61) and 
took on 27 loads  of s t o r e s  t o t a l i n g  23 tons  on 28 March. 

On 29 March, a s  p a r t  of t h e  planned r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Marine Corps 
m a t e r i a l ,  some 941 t o n s  of bu lk  cargo and 233 v e h i c l e s  were loaded f o r  
t r a n s p o r t  t o  Okinawa. Upon completion of loading and r e f u e l i n g ,  DENVER 
was underway on 30 March f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa. On 1 A p r i l ,  Commander 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN assumed Commander Task Group 76.5. Upon a r r i v a l  
on 2 Apr i l ,  o f f load  commenced. With completion on 3 Apr i l ,  DENVER w a s  
underway f o r  Sasebo, Japan,  and a r r i v e d  on 4 A p r i l  f o r  a n  upkeep period., 

On 15  A p r i l ,  DENVER, SEMINOLE (LKA-104), and USS MONTICELLO (LSD-35) l e f t  
Sasebo f o r  Okinawa t o  load 2nd B a t t a l i o n ,  4 t h  Marines,Rat tal ion Landing 
Team, On 16  A p r i l ,  a r r i v e d  a t  Buckner Bay, CIkinawa and commenced loading 
of Narine b a t t a l i o n  landing team personnel  and equipment aboard s h i p s  of 
Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO. On 20 A p r i l ,  DENVER was enroute  t o  Ora Wan, 
Okinawa i n  company w i t h  MONTICELLO and SEMINOLE t o  t ake  on 11 tracked  
amphibious v e h i c l e s  (LVT's). On completion of loading ,  t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s  
were underway f o r  Subic Bay, Commander Task Group 76.5 a s  o f f i c e r  i n  
t a c t i c a l  command. 

On 22 A p r i l ,  a s u r f a c e  gunnery e x e r c i s e  was car rded  o u t  by t h e  DENVER and 
on 23 A p r i l ,  t h e  11 LVT's were launched i n  Subie Bay whi l e  t h e  DENVER was 
underway a t  5 knots .  Upon mooring, B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 2nd B a t t a l i o n ,  
4 t h  Marines w a s  o f f loaded  from t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s .  DENVER'S s h a r e  cons i s t ed  
of 35 o f f i c e r s  and 669 e n l i s t e d  USMC and 69 v e h i c l e s .  LT COL Michael 3. 
GOTT, USMC, Commanding Of f i ce r  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  landing  team and Counnander 
Task Group 79.4, embarked i n  t h e  DENVER, l e d  t h e  o f f l o a d .  The Marines 
conducted t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  wh i l e  t h e  DENVER prepared f o r  a s e r i e s  of wet 
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w e l l  deck l i f t s .  

On 25 Apr i l ,  DENVER anchored i n  Subic Bay wh i l e  LCM-8's 862 and 864 were 
loaded wi th  t r a i n i n g  ammunition f o r  t h e  Marines.  Upon completion of 
ammunition offload., PTF-3 en tered  t h e  w e l l  deck, was secured f o r  s e a ,  and 
DENVER depar ted  f o r  Da Nang independent ly,  conducting a n  a n t i - a i r  gunnery 
shoot  wh i l e  i n  t h e  Subic ope ra t ions  a r e a .  

On 27 Apr i l ,  en te red  Da Nang Harbor, o f f loaded  PTF-3 and took YFU-67 and 
PTF-11 i n t o  t h e  w e l l  deck f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  Subic and then  underway f o r  Subic 
Bay. DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic and of f loaded  YFU-67 and PTF-11, r e fue l ed ,  
and then  got  underway f o r  Da Nang, cont inuing  scheduled wet w e l l  l i f t s .  
On 1 May, DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Da Nang and took LCU 1628 i n t o  t h e  w e l l  deck and 
go t  underway f o r  Subic.  On 3 May, LCU 1628 was de l ive red  a t ' S u b i c  Naval 
S t a t i o n  and ~)ENVER moored outboard of t h e  PT DEVIANCE. 

DENVER had been ma in ta in ing  a 12n hour r ead ines s  pos tu re  s i n c e  1 Apr i l .  
That is ,  120 hours  from n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  l3ENYER could b e  i n  t h e  a m ~ h i b i o u s  
o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  V i e t  Nam's M i l i t a r v  Region I.  A s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  landing 
team was backloaded, t h e  Amphibious Ready Croup r e a c t i o n  t i m e  was upgraded 
t o  48 hours .  On 6 Flay, t h e  11 LVT's were loaded on t h e  l3ETVrER and a 
s u r f a c e  gunnery shoot  and s h i p  d r i l l s  were he ld  i n  Subic f l e e t  ope ra t ion  
a r e a s .  DENVER re tu rned  t o  anchor i n  Subic Bay and prepared f o r  anlamphibipus 
lhnding exercise -- us ing  Subic Bay t r a i n i n g  a r e a s .  On 6 May, t h e  amphibious 
t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e  was postponed a s  DENVER and Commander Task Group 76.5 
were ordered t o  be  w i t h i n  48 hours  of I Corps T a c t i c a l  Zone, Republic of 
V i e t  Nam, DENVER moored on 7 May t o  complete backloading of Marine 
B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team, then  loaded LVT's and LCM-8's 867, 862, 919, and 
932 on 8 May and depar ted  Subic Bay wi th  MONTICELLO t o  t a k e  s t a t i o n  o f f  
t h e  Vietnamese c o a s t  w i t h i n  75 n a u t i c a l  mi l e s  of 14" 30' N ,  116" 00' E. 

On 9 May, DENVER and MONTICELLO joined formations w i t h  USS TIOGA COUNTY 
(LST-1158), USS WASHTENAW COUNTY (LST-1156), and USS SEMINOLE (LKA-104) 
f o r  t a c t i c a l  maneuvers. Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO r e a c t i o n  t ime was 
downgraded t o  120 hours  t h a t  same day. The Task Group proceeded t o  Subic 
Bay and DENVER moored f o r  upkeep on 10  May. 

On 18  May, DENVER was underway w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  fou r  s h i p s  of Amphibious 
Squadron SEVEN f o r  amphibious t r a i n i n g  and Hong Kong. DENVER a l s o  
obta ined  2 UH-1E h e l i c o p t e r s  and support  detachment as a n  a f t e r - e f f e c t  
of t h e  increased  r ead ines s  pos ture .  

On t h e  way t o  Hong Kong, underway replenishment f o r  f u e l  was he ld  wi th  
t h e  USS TOLOVANA (AO-64) and a n  a n t i - a i r  gunnerv shoot  conducted. Frequent 
u se  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  w a s  made f o r  admin i s t r a t i ve  runs  and suwp1.v a s s i s t a n c e .  

While e n t e r i n g  Hong Kong Parbor ,  t h e  USS WASHTENAN COIJNTY c o l l i d e d  w i t h  
the KOTA SELATAN of Singapore r e g i s t r y  i n  dense fog ,  w i t h  visibility 300-400 
ya rds  a t  08281 on 23 May i n  t h e  inbound tanker  l a n e  of Tathong Channel, 
22" 15 '  53" N ,  144" 14 '  47" E. No personnel  c a s u a l i t i e s  r e s u l t e d  b u t  a 
cons ide rab le  amount of damage t o  t h e  WASHTENAW COUNTY took p lace .  The 
WASHTENAW COUNTY followed t h e  o the r  s h i p s  t o  anchorage i n  Hong Kong Harbor 



once the  por t  was s a t i s f i e d  she  would not  be i n  danger of s inking o r  leaking 
o i l  i n  the  harbor. nENVER s h i p f i t t e r s  gave extensive ass i s t ance  (If) men 
expending 352 man-hours) t o  patching t h e  6 foo t  by 30 foo t  hole  on the  
por t  quar ter  of t h e  WASHTENAW while Commander Task Group 76.5 conducted 
a formal one o f f i c e r  inves t iga t ion .  Upon completion of i n i t i a l  r e p a i r s ,  
WASHTENAW COUNTY, accompanied by TIOGA COUNTY, l&ft f o r  Subic on 29 May 
f o r  add i t iona l  r epaf r s .  DENVER and remaining u n i t s  of Amphibious Squadron 
SEVEN a l s o  l e f t  f o r  Subic i n  company on 29 May and a r r ived  on 31 May. 

On 2 June, DENVER was underway t o  anchor off  of Zambales Beach, Subic Bay, 
f o r  amphibious landing exerc ise  with other members of Task Group 76.5. 
Wet ne t  t r a in ing ,  r ehearsa l  landing, and c r i t i q u e  culminated i n  exerc ise  
a s s a u l t  landing and withdrawal a t  Green Beach, Zambales. Upon completion 
of the  exerc ise ,  DENVER moored t o  a buoy from 4 June u n t i l  DENVER departed 
Subic Bay f o r  Mindoro, Republic of Phi l ippines  on 8 June. The WINDHAM 
COUNTY (LST-1170) and USS DURHAM (LKA-114) joined DENVER on 9 June t o  
conduct operat ions.  DENVER conducted a e r i a l  surveys of Mindoro Beaches 
centered on 13' 20.9' N ,  120' 28.6' E and 13' 28' N,  120' 46' E using 
embarked UH-1E hel icopters .  On 11 June an  underway replenishment was 
conducted with USS CALIENTE (AO-53). Upon completion DENVER proceeded 
independently t o  Subic Bay on 13 June where DENVER moored u n t i l  15  June. 
On 15  JunqDENVER anchored off  Green Beach, Subic Bay, and conducted 
independent ship  exerc ises  and wet ne t  t r a in ing  along with t h e  DURHAM and 
WINDHAM COUNTY. On 16 June, Commander Amphibious Forces, Unkted S t a t -  , 
SEVENTH F l e e t  made an informal v i s i t  t o  Commander Task Group 7 6 . 5  aboard 
t h e  DENVER. On 17 June, DENVER conducted surface  gunnery exerc ises  i n  
Subic operat ions a rea  then returned t o  anchorage near t h e  amphibious 
landing a rea ,  Subic Bay. 

On 18 June, an amphibious landing exerc ise  rehearsa l  was held and t h e  
a c t u a l  a s s a u l t  on 19 June, including LVT operat ions.  On 21 June, DENVER 
moored f o r  off load of marines t o  engage i n  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  i n  Subic a r e a .  
Sfx Phfl ippine naval o f f i c e r s  reported aboard f o r  observation of amphibious 
operat ions a s  DENVER commenced an upkeep period l a s t i n g  u n t i l  underway 
f o r  counterbattery and des t ruc t ive  f i r e  exerc ises  i n  Subic operat ions a rea  
on 27 June. Also on 27 June, Commander Task Gzoup 76.5 s h i f t e d  h i s  broad 
command pennant t o  DURli& General d r i l l s  and exerc ises  continued u n t i l  
anchorhgon 28 June f o r  conduct of rehearsa l  a s s a u l t  with DURHAM, MONTICELLO 
and WINDHAM COUNTY. A t  t h a t  time, Commander Task Group 76.5 s h i f t e d  h i s  
broad command pennant back t o  DENVER. 

On 1 Ju ly ,  DENVER was underway t o  conduct a n t i - a i r  gunnery exerc ises  wi th  
Commander Task Group 76.5 embarked on DURHAM. Nearly 300 rounds were 
f i r e d  a s  6 t a r g e t  s leeves  were shot  down. Exercises continued t h e  
following day. Upon completion of arrtf-afr gunnery exerc ises ,  DENVER 
returned t o  Subic on 2 Ju ly  and moored. On 3 July ,  DENVER and MONTICELLO 
got underway f o r  Manila, Phi l ippine  I s l ands ,  a r r i v i n g  on 4 Ju ly  with 
DENVER p ie r s ide ,  

DENVER was underway f o r  Mindoro f o r  amphibious operat ions on 7 Ju ly  and 
rendezvous was made wi th  DURHAM, WINDHAM COUNTY, and MONTICELLO. Officer  
i n  t a c t i c a l  command was Commander Task Group 76.5 who was flown back 
aboard DENVER a t  1540H. Rehearsal was held on 8 July  and a s s a u l t  on 9 
July .  Upon completion of withdrawal on 10 Ju ly ,  DENVER and Task Group 76.5 



g o t  underway f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and a r r i v e d  a t  
1500H that day and proceeded t o  o f f load  the s u r g i c a l  team resupply  b lock ,  
beachmaster u n i t  detachment, P h i l i p p i n e  Naval obse rve r s ,  and t a c t i c a l  
a i r  c o n t r o l  squadron detachment a s  pre l imfnary  t o  J u l y  15  stand-down of 
Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO t o  f r e e  s h i p s  t o  c a r r y  ou t  l i f t s  scheduled 
f o r  increment I V  of redeployment of Marines i n  V i e t  Nam. Code name f o r  
t h i s  s e r i e s  of l i f t s  was Keystone Robin ( ~ l f a )  s t a r t i n g  9 J u l y .  

On 10  J u l y  a t  2350H, DENVER go t  underway f o r  Okinawa and steamed i n  
formation w i t h  DURHAM and MONTICELLO. DENVER a r r i v e d  a t  Ora Wan Bay 
and of f loaded  11 LVT's on 1 3  J u l y .  The two UH-1E's a l s o  depar ted  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  Futema A i r  S t a t i o n .  Af t e r  t h i s ,  DENVER proceeded p i e r s i d e  a t  White 
Beach Naval S t a t i o n ,  Okinawa t o  complete t h e  o f f load  of 2nd B a t t a l i o n ,  
4 th  Marines B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team. 

A t  15020021 JUL 70, Task Group 76.5 was disbanded and DENVER became a 
u n i t  of Task Group 76.6 f o r  s p e c i a l  ope ra t ions .  .Connnander Amphibious 
Squadron SEVEN assumed duty  a s  Commander Task Group 76.6. On 1 5  J u l y ,  
DENVER was underway independent ly f o r  Keelung, Taiwan, a r r i v i n g  on 16  J u l y ,  
t hen  enroute  t o  D a  Nang on 17  J u l y  v i a  t h e  Formosa S t r a i t s .  

On 20 J u l y ,  DENVER moored i n  na Nang and loaded a v i a t i o n  ground equipment 
of t h e  1st Marine A i r  Wing detachment f o r  Twakuni, Japan. 268 TTWC 
personnel ,  194 v e h i c l e s  weighing 618.4 s h o r t  t ons ,  2n2.R met r i c  t ons  of 
cargo ,  and 54.3 s h o r t  t o n s  of cargo comprised the load .  r)ENVER was under- 
way f o r  Iwakuni t h a t  same nigl i t .  

On 25 J u l y ,  a t  1252 l o c a l  t ime , sh ip ' s  mast caught on overhead c a b l e  s t r e t c h -  
ing  between Tsuwaji Jima and Vuwa Jima a t  p o s i t i o n  33" 59 .I' N, 132" 31.8'  
E, TfLe c a b l e  was l e f t  f n t a c t  but  t h e  s h i p ' s  TACAN antenna was t o r n  o f f ,  
c rashfng  on t h e  s f g n a l  deck,  Some $10,000 damage r e s u l t e d  b u t  no personnel  
c a s u a l t i e s  were sus t a ined .  DENVER a r r i v e d  t h a t  day i n  Iwakuni wi thout  
f u r t h e r  i n c i d e n t  and commenced o f f l o a d  from anchorage. Upon completion. 
DENVER was underway f o r  Yokosuka, Japan on 26 J u l y  t o  have mast r e p a i r s  
made. Commander Task Group 76.6 conducted a formal board of i nqu i ry  i n  
Yokosuka, where DENVER a r r i v e d  on 28 J u l y .  While a t  t h e  U .  S .  Naval S t a t i o n  
t h e r e ,  r e p a i r s  and r e f u e l i n g  were conducted. 

On 2 A u a u t ,  BEWEE was uaderway for S a t  teihipg AT@iland aggived  - - -  
p i e r s i d e  10  August. A l i b e r a l i z e d  l i b e r t y  po l i cy  enabled most of t h e  crew 
t o  v i s i t  Bangkok d e s p i t e  t h e  5 hour round t r ip  bus r ide .  

While i n  S a t t a h i p ,  Rear Admiral JINAWAT, Conmanding Of f i ce r  of S a t t a h i p  
Naval S t a t i o n ,  made a v i s i t  t o  DEIWER on 10  August and Admiral CHERDCHAI, 
Commander i n  Chief Royal Thai F l e e t ,  v i s i t e d  on 11 August. 

DENVER wag underway f o r  Da Nang on 15 August. Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Da Nang on 
18  August, equipment of t h e  1st Marine A i r  Wing detachment and 1st 8" 
Howitzer B a t t a l i o n  detachment was loaded aboard.  263 TTSMC personnel  (66 
f o r  Okinawa, 197 f o r  Iwakuni), 14  p a l l e t s  and 1 Conex Box, and 17.5 TTSMC 
v e h i c l e s  (18 f o r  Okinawa, 107 f o r  Iwakuni),  t o m l i n g  1330 me t r i c  t ons  
and 250 s h o r t  t ons  of cargo f o r  Okinawa/~wakuni were loaded i n  seven hours .  



DECLASSIFIED 
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R was underway f o r  Subic,  a r r i v i n g  2n A u n u s t  t o  
r e f u e l  and exchange four  CH-4hD he los  from na Nang f o r  f o u r  C H - ~ ~ A  helicop- 

- 
t e r s  f o r  r e t u r n  t o  Okinawa. TIENVER was underway 'the same day, a r r i v i n g  
p i e r s i d e  a t  Buckner Bay, Okinawa on 22 August t o  o f f load  m a t e r i a l  a s  
p a r t  of Keystone Robin (Alfa) l i f t s .  On 23 August, DENVER departed f o r  
Iwakuni w i th  remaining cargo .  

DENVER a r r i v e d ,  unloaded, and departed from Iwakuni on 24 August, 
completing h e r  second Keystone Robin (Alfa) l i f t .  Typhoon B i l l i e  
delayed DENVER'S A r r i v a l  i n  Subic u n t i l  28 August. DENVER and PAUL 
REVERE (Commander, Amphibious Forces U .  S.'Sevenkh F l e e t  embarked) 
steamed i n  company from 27 August u n t i l  a r r i v a l  i n  Subic w i t h  Commander 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN i n  t a c t i c a l  command wh i l e  t a c t i c a l  d r i l l s  
were conducted. DENVER anchored i n  Subic Bay on 28 August u n t i l  p i e r  
space was a v a i l a b l e  on 29 August f o r  upkeep. 

Upon completion of f u e l i n g  and b o i l e r  maintenance, DENVER was underway 
4 September t o  commence DENVER'S t h i r d  Keystone Robin (Alfa) l i f t .  
Loading was completed t h e  same day and DENVER depar ted  f o r  Okinawa w i t h  
Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN s h i f t i n g  h i s  broad command pennant 
t o  MONTICELLO p r i o r  t o  DENVER'S g e t t i n g  underway. The load included 
detachment8 of t h e  1st Marine Div is ion  and 1st Marine-Air Wing. 173 USMC 
and 2 USN personnel  embarked f o r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  1 USMC t o  
be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Okinawa, 674 m e t r i c  and 219 s h o r t  t ons  of cargo f o r  
Okinawa, 205 me t r i c  and 102 s h o r t  t ons  of cargo f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
and 114 v e h i c l e s  f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  and 44 f o r  Okinawa comprised t h e  
load.  

On 8 September, Commanding O f f i c e r  of DENVER became a c t i n g  Commander 
Amphibious Squadron SEVEN whi l e  Captain DODSON was on l eave .  La te r  
that day, USS COHOES (ANL-78) r epo r t ed  danger of going dead i n  t h e  water  
due t o  problems w i t h  both  D. C ,  s h f p ' s  s e r v i c e  gene ra to r s .  Commander 
Amphibious Forces U .  S ,  Seventh F l e e t  d i r e c t e d  DENVER t o  render  a s s i s t a n c e  
a s  necessary and DENVER began t h e  d f f f i c u l t  t a s k  of l o e a t i n g  a small s h i p  
i n  rough s e a s .  With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a Navy P3 a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  COHOES was 
loca t ed  a t  0822002 and DENVER s e n t  p a r t s  and t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  over  
by t h e  whaleboat wh i l e  prepar ing  t o  tow i f  necessary i n  p o s i t i o n  23" 08' N ,  
125" 00' E. 

Af t e r  c l ean ing  i n j e c t i o n  system and f u e l  o i l  pump, genera tors  were repor ted  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  a t  0903082 September b u t  speed l i m i t e d  t o  9.5 knots  due t o  
t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  COHOES t o  s t a r t  number one engine.  A wiped main 
bear ing  i n  t h e  a i r  s t a r t i n g  d i s t r i b u t o r  w a s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  through t h e  
supply system nor  could DENVER f a b r i c a t e  i t .  DENWR escor ted  COHOES t o  
White Beach, Okinawa a r r i v i n g  1012002 September without  i n c i d e n t .  Upon 
a r r i v a l ,  COHOES repor t ed  no f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r equ i r ed  from DENVER and 
DENVER proceeded t o  o f f load  m a t e r i a l  and r e f u e l  u n t i l  03452 on t h e  1 7 t h  
of September when she  got  underway f o r  Del Mar, C a l i f o r n i a  and t h e  complet- 
i on  of he r  f i r s t  Western P a c i f i c  deployment. 

On 15  September, Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN broke h i s  broad - ?- . 

command pennant i n  PT DEFIANCE and on 18 September DENVER chopped t o  t h e  
ope ra t iona l  c o n t r o l  of Commander U .  S .  F i r s t  F l e e t .  A t  0720T on 23 



September DENVER a r r i v e d  a t  Del Mar, C a l i f o r n i a  t o  commence o f f load  from 
anchor.  A t  1000T, Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN reembarked i n  
DENVER. On 24 September, DENVER re turned  t o  Long Beach Naval S t a t i o n  
and a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r ecep t ton .  

P repa ra t ions  were quick ly  underway t o  r e p a i r  t h e  wear t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  
machinery imposed by t h e  long c r u i s e .  Bo i l e r  i n spec t ions  on 1 and 2 
October, ammunition o f f l o a d  and de fue l ing  of JP-5 and automotive gaso l ine  
tanks on 7 October were i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  move t o  Bethlehem S t e e l  
Corporat ion Shipyard i n  San Pedro, C a l i f o r n i a  on 9 October. A period 
of r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  followed from 1 2  October t o  31 October so  t h a t  
many systems could be  dismantled,  inspected and r e p a i r e d .  

On 31  October,  DENVER re turned  t o  t h e  U. S. Naval S t a t i o n ,  Long Beach and 
a t  1015, 2  November, Captain John L.  KAUTH, TJSN, r e l i e v e d  Captain R. R.  
DODSON, USN a s  Connnander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN i n  ceremonies aboard 
DENYES. Followfng t h e  ceremonies, t h e  broad comand pennant s h i f t e d  t o  
PT DEFIANCE, 

DENYER engaged i n  fndependent s h i p ' s  e x e r c i s e s  from t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 2 
November u n t i l  6 November inc luding  gunnery e x e r c i s e s  on t h e  3 rd ,  4 t h  
(towed s l e d  shoot  w i t h  USS KOKA (ATA-110), and 5 th .  DENVER re tu rned  t o  
Long Beach on 6 November. 

On 9 November, i n  solemn ceremonies and w i t h  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  honors,  QMC 
James E. BRASWELL, USN (Ret i red)  w a s  bur ied  a t  sea  from t h e  f l i g h t  deck 
of t h e  DENVER whi l e  underway f o r  Del Mar, C a l i f o r n i a .  Upon a r r i v a l ,  LVT 
t r a i n i n g  was he ld  a t  anchor w i t h  Marines from t h e  Del Mar boat  bas in .  

On 10  November, DENVER a r r i v e d  a t  North I s l and  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  San Diego, 
rece ived  e i g h t  sa lvage  pontoons i n  h e r  w e l l  deck f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  Mare I s l and  
and a n  F-4 a i r c r a f t  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a n s f e r  t o  Raytheon Co., Santa Barbara,  
then r e tu rned  t o  p i e r s i d e  Long Beach t o  prepare  f o r  a  dependents ' day 
c r u i s e  t h e  fol lowing day.  DENVER and DURHAM i n  company gave t h e  f a m i l i e s  
of t h e i r  crews a n  impresive demonstrat ion of amphibious ope ra t ions ,  includ-  
ing  a  s imulated amphibious a s s a u l t  on Willow Cove, Santa  Ca ta l ina .  DENVER 
re turned  t o  p o r t  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  

On 12  November, DENVER was underwav f o r  San Franc isco  w i t h  TIIWAM t o  t a k e  
maximum advantage of damage c o n t r o l  and f i r e - f i g h t i n g  schools  a t  Treasu re  
I s l a n d .  On 1 3  November, antenna r a d i a t i o n  t e s t  p a t t e r n s  were run  of f  P t .  
Reyes, n o r t h  of San Franc isco .  Upon completion, t h e  e i g h t  pontoons were 
de l ive red  t o  Navy Shipyard, Mare I s l and  and DEMrER moored a t  T T .  S. Naval 
A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Alemeda. 

On 20 November, DENVER was underway f o r  Long Beach o f f load ing  t h e  F-4A 
by h e l i c o p t e r  p i c k  up o f f  of Goleta P t .  (near Santa  Barbara) and d e l i v e r i n g  
a LCM-6 from Mare I s l and  t o  Long Beach Naval S t a t i o n  upon ar r ival  2 1  
November . 
23 t o  25 November was devoted t o  a  31.1 i n spec t ion  of DENVER and on November 
25 Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN s h i f t e d  h i s  broad command pennant 
from PT DEFIANCE t o  DENVER. Commanding O f f i c e r ,  DENVER became a c t i n g  
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Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN from 2 December t o  5 December wh i l e  
Captain MERR~CK was on ' leave. 

On 4 December, a Commander Amphibious Forces U.  S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  e l e c t r o n i c /  
combat in format ion  c e n t e r  v i s i t l a s s i s t  team v i s i t e d  DENVER t o  conduct a n  
informal  review of o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures  and equipment t r a i n i n g  r ead ines s  
s t a t u s .  

On 5 December, approximately 600 people v i s i t e d  DENVER as p a r t  of t h e  
Long Beach Big Brothers  V i s i t  from 1145-1400. 

On 7 December, Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN s h i f t e d  h i s  broad command 
pennant t o  PT DETIANCE a s  DENVER was underway f o r  amphibious t r a i n i n g  a t  
anchor o f f  Del Mar, r e t u r n i n g  t o  Long Beach on 9 December t o  prepare  f o r  
t h e  American Ordnance Assoc ia t ion  c r u i s e  on 10 December, 

Commander Amphibious Squadron SEVEN s h i f t e d  h i s  pennant back t o  nEhTVER 
f o r  t h e  American Ordnance Assoc ia t ion  c r u i s e .  Hel icopter  ope ra t ions  w i t h  
CH-53 and CH-46 h e l i c o p t e r s  from Marine A i r  Group 5 5 ,  wet w e l l  ope ra t ions  
and mock amphibious a s s a u l t s ,  towed s l e e v e  and s l e d  gunnery shoo t s  proved 
t o  be very  popular w i t h  t h e  400 gues t s .  DENVER re tu rned  t o  Long Beach 
the a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 0 t h  and went i n t o  a maximum l e a v e l l i b e r t y  po l i cy  
wh i l e  p f e r s i d e  t h e  remainder of DecemGer. On 1 8  December a t  0845U, Vice 
Admiral Nels  C .  JOHNSON, Commander h p h i b i o u s  Forces U.  S.  P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  
met aboard DENVER w i t h  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r s  of a l l  amphibious s h i p s  
i n  Long Beach a t  t h e  t i m e .  



Date - 
5 Jan 

14 F e b  
24 F e b  
22 Apr 
1 0  Jun 
17 Jun 
27 Jun 
1 J u l  
2 Ju l  
3 Nov 
4 Nov 
5 Nov 

14 D e c  

AMMUNITION - 1970 

Rounds 

4 
4 

94 
7 1 
4 0 

128 
4 9 

323 
276 
326 
244 
357 

Type 

VTNF 
VTNF 
VTNF 
VTNF 
VTNF 
VTNF 
HC 
VTF 
VTF 
v91F 
VTF 
TTTF 
v m  



Date - 
16 Feb 
20 Feb 
28 Feb 
5 Mar 
9 Mar 

1 3  Mar 
14 Mar 
29 Mar 
2 Apr 
4 Apr 

16 Apr 
27 Apr 
29 Apr 
1 May 
3 May 

10 May 
23 May 
31 Yay 
1 3  Jun 
19 Jun 

2 J u l  
4 J u l  

10  J u l  
1 3  J u l  
1 6  J u l  
20 J u l  
25 J u l  
28 J u l  
10 Aug 
15 Aug 
17 Aug 
22 Aug 
24 Aug 
28 Aug 

6 Sep 
10 Sep 
24 Sep 

5 Nov 
10 Nov 
1 3  Nov 
1 0  Dec 

Por t  - - Ship's -Gompany .& S t a S  Yarines 
Of f i ce r s  ~ n l i k  t ed  Of f i ce r s  En l i s t ed  

Okinawa 3 9 537 
Subic 40 538 
Subic 40 506 
Da Nang 38 5 05 
Okinawa 39 537 
Da Nang 40 517 
Vung Tau 42 517 
D a  Nang 4 2 525 
Okinawa 4 0 525 
Sasebo 4 2 525 
Okinawa 40 525 
Da Nang 42 510 
Subic 42 510 
Da Nang 42 510 
Subic 42 510 
Subic 40 525 
HongKong 40 525 
S U ~ ~ C  4n 525 
S U ~ ~ C  4n 525 
Subic 40 50n 
Subic 42 5 1  0 
Manila 28 440 
Subic 40 480 
Okinawa 40 480 
Keelung 40 48 0 
Da Nang 40 480 
Iwa kuni 40 480 
Yokosuka 40 48 0 
Sat  t ah ip  40' 480 
Da Nang 40 480 
Subic 40 470 
Okinawa 40 47 0 
Iwakuni 40 470 
Subic 4 0 470 
Da Nang 40 47 0 
Okinawa 4 0 470 
Long Beach 38 505 
Long Beach 28 395 
San Diego 31 475 
San Francisco31 398 
Long Beach 26 413 


