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1!SS PlJNgER COFMAPTD HISTORY 

TlSS DENVER began he r  ex i s t ence  f n  February 1964 when her  k e e l  was l a i d  
i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington, by Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construction Companv. 
The t h i r d  sh ip  of the f l e e t  t o  bear  her name. D m R  was launched on 23 
January 1965. 9FNFTEB was commissioned on 26 October 1968, being chr is tened 
hy her sponsom, Vrs. Jahn Love, wife of the governor of Colorado. 

Commanded by Captain J. I,. K.4UTH, D E W R  is one of the newer CFD c l a s s  
vesse ls . .  and r ep resen t s  the  a l l -purnose '  concept of t h e  modern anphibious 
:Pavy. m.ile previous amphibious task  fo rces  had c a r r i e d  troops i n  one type 
of sh ip ,  cargo i n  another ,  and assault c r a f t  and tanks i n  ve t  a t h i r d ,  DEWRR 
is  easily capable of t ranspor t ing  a l l  t h i s  n fx tu re  of men and equipment 
simultaneously. She has the  addf t iona l  advantage of being a b l e  to  opera te  
tndependently o r  with a t a s k  force .  thereby encompassin3 a t r u l y  al l-purpose 
mission, 

The t P D ' s .  known i n  f u l l  as 4mphibious Transpurt Dock Ships ,  have heen 
named a f t e r  American c i t i e s ,  t h e  namesakes of which were explorers and 
developers of America. ITSS DFWVER (LPT-9) i e  570 feet long and has a molded 
breadth of 89 f e e t .  She displaces 16,550 tons and is  capable of car ry ing 
nearly 1OOO t roops i n  add i t ion  t o  he r  crew. H e r  twin screws can d r ive  nEWER 
a t  a speed i n  excess of twentp knots,  and he r  armament is comprised of four  
twin 3 /50 r ap id - f i r e  mounts. Flag-configured,  she present lv  serves as t h e  
comand sh ip  of Commander h p h i b i o u s  Sqraadron SEVEN. 

Following h e r  comnissioning i n  1968, DTXVm proceeded t o  the Puaet Sound 
Yavah Shippard i n  Rremerton, Washington, f o r  a t h r e e  month o u t f i t t i n g  per iod ,  
a f t e r  t ~ h i c h  she  steamed t o  her hmepor t  of tong Reach, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  a r r i v i n p  
i n  J&nuarp 1968. Februarv marked t h e  b e ~ i n n i n a  of DCNVEF.'s i n i t i a l  four--wuek 
underway t r a i n i n g ,  which was followed hy a two-week amphibious t r a i n i n g  period. 
I n  A p r i l  she  nrade a voyage t o  Acapulco, Fiexico, for rest and I-elarcation and 
\!exican h o s p i t a l i t y ,  a f t e r  which t h e  Off icers  and nen pot hack to  work once 
again,  and 7EhVER commenced her  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Long Beach Uaval Shipyard, where 
she underwent her post-shakedown a v a i l a b i l i t y .  Departing homeport e a r l y  i n  
October 1969, she proceeded t o  San Diego, Cal i fo rn ia ,  f o r  in ter im re f reshe r  
t r a i n i n g  and f u r t \ e r  amphibious t r a in ing .  Rer return t o  Long Beach took place 
i n  the  end of Yovmber, and she remained t h e r e  u n t i l  the end of the pear. 

Harking hack over the  year  1069, her  records r evea l  seve ra l  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  which include the consumption of over 2 112 mil l ion  aallons of 
f u e l  o i l ,  while atearning a t o t a l  of w e r  9800 mfles during 49 days of underway 
operat ions.  ?'at t o  be overlooked a r e  t h e  nea r ly  150r) rounds of  3' /50 amnunitton 
and over 58,000 rounds of amall arms f i re  expended i n  conjunction with D E N V m ' s  
underway t r a in ing .  The c m u n i c a t i o n s  department also provided its share  of 
s t a t i s t i c s ,  having logged a t o t a l  of almost 6q00 massaEes handled dur ing  the  
year. 
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The primary n ies ion  of DENVER is t o  conduct amphibious warfare. and 
t h e  proper coordinat ion of t h e  A i r  and ?eck departments i n  t u r n  is  c e r t a i n l y  
v i t a l  t o  t?-te success of such a mission. .% t o t a l  of 849 a i r c r a f t  were 
successful ly  launched d u r i n ~  t h e  year ,  while t h e  fue l ing  crews pumped near ly  
15,000 gal lons  of JP5 i n t o  t h e  he l i cop te r s  of the  imany A r m y ,  13avv, and Yarine 
a i r c r a f t  which were serviced aboard during f l i g h t  operat ions.  Tl~rough t h e  
cooperation and hard work denonstrated by the  neck Department, Combat Cargo, 
and Air Q f f i c e r s ,  DEWEY enbarked and debarked 240'0 t roops ,  4400 pounds of 
cargo, n ine  mules . a dozen jeeps and t en  t r a i l e r s .  The neck Department a l s o  
proved i t s e l f  h iahly  capable during the  high speed launching of LVT's as well  
as perfec t inp  t h e  t i n i n g  and s k i l l c d  seamanship necessary i n  well--deck and o the r  
arnphfbious operat ions.  

DENVER'S Supply nepartment cont r ibuted  mate r i a l ly  t o  the y e a r ' s  successful  
record of opera t ions ,  having been instrumental  i n  roqu i s i t ion inp  and procuring 
the  numerous p a r t s ,  ma te r i a l s  and s t o r e s  so v i t a l  t o  t h e  sh ip .  The morale and 
s p i r i t  of t h e  c r e w  e i g d . f i c a n t l v  r e f l e c t  the  performance af Stipplp i n  t h a t  the 
general  ness, wardroom, s h i p ' s  s t o r e s ,  barher  shops, candy s t o r e ,  and vend in^ 
machines a l l  depend upon the  Supply nepartment f o r  t h e i r  proper opera t ion .  The 
s h i p ' s  stores mana~ed t o  sel l  over one hundred thousand i n  merchandise t o  the 
crew. In add i t ion ,  and last but not  l e a s t ,  there is the welcome semt--monthly 
pavdav t h a t  must he conducted eat\ time with no mistakes i n  accountabi l i tv .  

Each department on t h e  sh ip  is  of course dependent. upon e v e n  other .  How 
e f f i c i e n t l y  could she  opera te  f o r  example v i thou t  the Fxecut i t~e  Department t o  
provide t h e  personnel f o r  the o t h e r  departments? Inasmuch as DTQWER was s l i g h t l y  
overmanned during the pear, she  served a l s o  i n  the  capacity of a " t r a in inp  
cen te r  a f l o a t  f o r  mang men who have s i n c e  augmentad t h e  crews of seve ra l  o the r  
ships and u n i t s  of the  nmnhibious force.  PEhVETl's r e e n l i s t n e r ~ t  rate has  been 
highly  s a t i s f a c t o q  and i n  recent  rnontha has s h m  an increase .  

Fducational f a c i l i t i e s  were =ply u t i l i z e d  by the crew. wjith many individual  
l?cAFI courses having been ordered through t h e  Tducational Services Off icer  during 
t h e  extended in-port  periods.  Tight and adu l t  school courses were read i ly  a v a i l a l ~ l e  
and attended by severa l  of the  crew i n  the   con^ Beach area.  The advancement i n  
r a t i n g  program 'la8 a l s o  been cons ia ten t lv  high. 

i 
Also contr ibut ing  t h e i r  sha re  of t h e  workload, and the s t a t i s t i c s ,  were t h e  1 

menhere of t h e  Yedical Departeent. A t o t a l  o f  2403presc r ip t i ana  were issued and I 
over 3700 immunizations given. narkroom personnel processed a s fgn i f fcan t  
number of X-ravs. and a t o t a l  of 891 l a b  tests were performed. The Yedical 
Off icer  and 1:is team t r ea ted  only six i n -pa t i en t s ,  hut almost 40n0 s i c k  c a l l  
v i s i t o r s .  

I 

I n  charge of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  program aboard DENVER i a  the! sh ip ' s  Chaplain, 
who performed the ship 's  f i r s t  baptism on 4 May 1.949. Baptized was Donald 
Scot t  FTarl~ar, t en  months o ld ,  t h e  son of 7992 and Yrs.  Qonald I,. Parker. 
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The first year follovin~ a ship's commissioning is often a trying one 
in many respects. A ship, just as an9 other large otganizatlon. requiree 
considerable time and practfce in order to settle into an effective and 
efficient operating routine. In spite of shipboard procedures being fairly 
standardized throughout the Navy, each ship, neve~:theless. experiences her 
own set of difficulties and peculiarities. DENVER encountered her sbre  of 
minor problems, but on the other hand, achieved quite an enviable number of 
awards and commendations an well, even though she was but a newcomer to the 
fleet. 

DEiWP.RTs Supply Department received the Blue E '  for supply excellence, I 
while also achieving an average grade of 97Z during the annual supplv 
tnspection ----the highest ever recorded by a PI+I[BPA.C ahip. Paving s h m  1 
superiority of messing facflities afloat, she was also awarded 'runner up 
in the Type Cornandarts Yey Award competition. Her Air Department was 
awarded the Yellow E" for Aviation Excellence after having received 1 
outstanding grades in all inspections held over an entire 18 month period. I 
The final refresher trajnin~ average was 997. This was the htghest known 
grade ever awarded a Pacific Fleet Air Department. 9ENVER was recamnended 
for, and later received, the Amphibious Assualt Award for excc?llence in 
amphibious operations. ?eck. +@rations, Communications, Air and Navigstion 
!lepartnents plaved a big role leading to t t ~ l s  achievement. 

While DEPnfER's ffirst vear as a ves~el of the fleet was a successful 
one, certain adversities were encountered, and a number of valuable lessons 
were learned from them. Supply realized, quite soon, the need for accurate 
inventories durinp outfitting: certain equipment for which the ship had 
an allowance was not initially on hand. Only through the diligence and 
resourcefulnesra of the Supply Department was the necessary equipment 
obtained. It was also learned that the medical facilities ont~oard, while 
adequate for t~andling a small number of casualties at one time, were not 
capable of coping with mass casualties. 

Tnstalled equipment proved to he the source of several recurring 
problems, such as the forward and after electro-11yciraulic ammunition hoist 
drives which were werheating and repeatedly breaking down, and the 
eunf ire control system ?4XS6, whtch required eonstarit attention. Several 
broken or leaking hydraulic lines in the boat-and--aircraft crane had to 
be replaced by the Fngineering Pepnrtrnent, and the 85-pound package 
conveyor guides were frequently inoperable. 

Yajor conversions and modifications were accomplished to correct sme of 
TIEWER'S equipment problems. A motor rewind shop was installed for up to 
125 horsepower electric notors* and a closed circuit television systan was 
installed t\roughout the ship, which now eexltcs a dual purpose. The crew 
enjoys the educational and recreational programs which are presented whenever 
practicable. while the system additionally functions during important 
evolutions as a monitor for both flight deck activity and well deck boat 
operations. The activities taking place In these sections of the ship can now 
be monitored continuously from the bridge while information is simultaneously 
relayed from TIFWERts Cornfiat Information Canter to the nfficer-Of--The-.rfeck on 
the bridge. 
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Additional equiprncnt instsl larim Included the pathfinder radav, mounted 
on the bri.dpt, and a prohs fueling fac i l i ty  placed at  the re fus l ing  stntione 
for >andling both JPS and Qw-y Spec ia l  Fuel n i l .  

,411 in a l l ,  the first year of aperationa proved t o  he on* of new ehallen~e 
snc! aff learning for 3ENVEP and her crew. Thoee d i f f i c u r i t i e ~  which were 
overcotne, the leeaons wiaich were learned, the henrtcsehes and hard work, and the 
revaxd~ that  were raallzier! are perhaps now just history. 4btd yet a l l  that  
took place, nevertheleas cannot help but serve as a guidel ine far her in t l n e  
to cor~e. '?KIsTS! can most aseuredlv look back with pride at her accomplishants 
..... and can look farrrard as well, with carer anticipation, t o  the challenaas 
of tlm future. 


