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A. (C) Command composition and organiza t ion :  

Mission: AAW and ASW with secondary mission a r e a s  i n  ASUW, ELW and CCC. 

Commander: CDR A.T. CHURCH 111, USN, 

Home Port :  Char les ton ,  South Carol ina 

A i r c r a f t :  Embarked one SH-60B LAMPS MK I11 h e l i c o p t e r  from HSL 42 Det 4 

B. (C) Chronology o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  events :  

4 Jan - Brief  f u e l  s t o p ,  Mina Raysut, Oman 
7 Jan  - T r a n s i t  S t r a i t s  of  Hormuz 
8-12 Jan - Por t  v i s i t  Manama, Bahrain 
22-24 Jan  - Por t  v i s i t  Manama, Bahrain 
25 Jan - CINCUSCENCOM, General Schwarzkopf, and COMIDEASTFOR, Rear Admiral 

Less ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  
29-30 Jan - Ney Award s e m i - f i n a l i s t  i n spec t ion  
7-10 Feb - Tender a v a i l a b i l i t y  a longs ide  USS A C A D I A  (AD 42) 
25-27 Feb - P o r t  v i s i t ,  Manama, Bahrain 
11 Mar - EMC ttChuckw S a n t e l e r ,  DE WERT1s l a s t  Plankowner, d e p a r t s  t h e  s h i p  
12-15 Mar - P o r t  V i s i t  Dammarn, Saudi Arabia 
21-27 Mar Tender a v a i l a b i l i t y  a longs ide  USS PUGET SOUND (AD 38) 
24 Mar - U.S. Ambassador t o  Bahrain,  Mr. Sam Zakhem, v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  
28 Mar - Aviat ion Mid-Deployment Corrosion In spec t ion  
7 Apr - COMIDEASTFOR, Rear Admiral Fogarty,  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  
11-15 Apr - Por t  v i s i t  Manama, Bahrain 
19 Apr - Br ie f  f u e l  s t o p  J a b e l  A l i ,  United Arab Emirates 
24-26 Apr - Por t  v i s i t  Manama, Bahrain 
27 Apr - Turnover wi th  USS UNDERWOOD (FFG 36) 
1 May - Br ie f  f u e l  s t o p  Mina Raysut, Oman 

- Departed Arabin Gulf wi th  USS OvBANNON (DD 987) and USS HAWES (FFG 
53) .  CO USS DE WERT (FFG 45) OTC f o r  Westward T r a n s i t  

9 May - T r a n s i t  Suez Cane1 
- Chop t o  CINCUSNAVEUR 

16-18 May - Por t  V i s i t  Rota,  Spain 
19-23 May - P o r t  V i s i t  Lisbon, Por tuga l  
23 May - Chop t o  CINCLANTFLT 
25 May - Br ie f  f u e l  s t o p  Ponta Delgada, Azores 
31 May-2 Jun - Por t  V i s i t  Bermuda 
2-5 Jun - Tiger  Cru ise  
5 Jun-6Jul - Pos t  deployment s tand  down, Char les ton ,  South Caro l ina  
11-14 J u l  - CORTRAMID 
15-19 J u l  - Por t  v i s i t  Glouces te r ,  Massachusetts 
21 J u l  - Combat Systems Assessment 
27 Jul-2 Aug - Pre DSRA IMAV Mayport, F lo r ida  
2 Aug - Commence 5 month DSRA; A t l a n t i c  Drydock and Marine, J acksonv i l l e ,  

F lo r ida  
10 Oct - EMAT I1 
18 Oct - COMCRUDESGRU TWO, RADM Paulsen, v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  
16-17 Nov - Navywide Safe ty  Standown 



4-8 Dec - EMAT I11 
19-20 Dec - Light-Off Examination 
28-31 Dec - Sea T r i a l s  

C. (C) The year  1989 began i n  t h e  Red Sea and a t  General Q u a r t e r s  f o r  DE 
WERT. The s h i p  was heading f o r  Mina Raysut, Oman f o r  a b r i e f  f u e l  s t o p  under 
t h e  t a c t i c a l  command of COMDESRON FOURTEEN, Captain C o l l i n s ,  embarked i n  USS 
O'BANNON (DD 987).  USS O'BANNON (DD 9871, USS DE WERT (FFG 451, AND USS HAWES 
(FFG 53)  were t r a n s i t i n g  i n  formation t o  t h e  Arab Gulf t o  begin a Middle Eas t  
Force deployment. Detaching from t h e  formation on t h e  2nd, DE WERT proceeded 
independent ly  and a r r i v e d  a t  Mina Raysut on 4 January. Ge t t i ng  underway a few 
hours  l a t e r ,  t h e  s h i p  t r a n s i t e d  t h e  S t r a i t s  of Hormuz on 7 January and a r r i v e d  
a t  Mina Sulman, Bahrain on t h e  8 th .  DE WERT moored outboard of USS DOYLE (FFG 
39)  and began t h e  t r a n s f e r  of  Middle Eas t  Force tu rnover  m a t e r i a l ,  and t h e  
b r i e f s  on a r e a  ope ra t i ons .  Representa t ives  of t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  Support 
Un i t ,  (ASU) Bahrain v i s i t e d  t h e  same day and b r i e f e d  t h e i r  coun te rpa r t s .  On 9 
January a s t a f f  cont ingent  from t h e  Commander, J o i n t  Task Force Middle Eas t  
(CJTFME) b r i e f e d  t h e  s h i p  and t h a t  same a f t e rnoon  t h e  s h i p  g o t  underway t o  
s h i f t  b e r t h s .  On 11 January DE WERT anchored a t  S i t r a h  Anchorage and g o t  
underway on t h e  12th f o r  t h e  Northern Pe r s i an  Gulf (NPG) Operat ions Area. 

(S)  On 13 January t h e  s h i p  r e l i e v e d  t h e  USS REID (FFG 30) on s t a t i o n  a s  
Golf S i e r r a  One (GSI). DE WERT1s primary missions on t h i s  s t a t i o n  were t o  
provide support  f o r  t h e  Mobile Support Barge, HERCULES (MSB), and t o  he lp  
e s c o r t  United S t a t e s  f lagged merchants a s  p a r t  of  t h e  ongoing ope ra t i on  
EARNEST WILL. On 14 January,  Army h e l i c o p t e r s  07 and 08 f lew aboard f o r  
b r i e f i n g s  on a i r  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  a r ea .  On 16 January a n  awards ceremony was 
he ld  and 17 DE WERT s a i l o r s  were au thor ized  t o  wear i n s i g n i a  o f  t h e  next  
h igher  paygrade. On 20 January t h e  s h i p  went a longs ide  HERCULES t o  t a k e  on 
f u e l  and f r e s h  water and provide MSB personnel  wi th  s h i p ' s  s t o r e ,  ba rbe r ,  
p o s t a l ,  and d i sbu r s ing  s e r v i c e s .  The s h i p  turned over  wi th  R E I D  on t h e  21s t  
and moored a t  b e r t h  9 Mina Sulman, Bahrain on t h e  22nd f o r  a two day p o r t  
v i s i t .  DE WERT g o t  underway on t h e  24th f o r  NPG and r e l i e v e d  REID t h a t  same 
evening. On 25 January t h e  Commander-in-Chief, United S t a t e s  Cen t r a l  Command, 
General Schwarzkopf, v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  a long  wi th  t h e  Commander Middle Eas t  
Force,  Rear Admiral Less.  On 29 and 30 January DE WERT rece ived  Semi - f ina l i s t  
e v a l u a t i o n  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  Captain Edward F. Ney Memorial Award program. 

(S)  On 5 February DE WERT moored a t  Mina Sulman, Bahrain outboard of USS 
LA SALLE (AGF 3 ) .  Deputy Commander J o i n t  Task Force Middle E a s t ,  BGen Nuber, 
toured  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  On 7 February DE WERT b r i e f l y  g o t  underway 
f o r  S i t r a h  Anchorage and t i e d  up a longs ide  USS ACADIA (AD 42) f o r  a scheduled 
7-day Tender A v a i l a b i l i t y .  On 9 February an  awards ceremony was he ld  on t h e  
f l i g h t  deck. The monthly l o g i s t i c s  swing by t h e  USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4) 
began l a t e  on t h e  9 t h  and l a s t e d  wel l  i n t o  t h e  morning of  t h e  10th.  It 
occurred a t  anchorage v i a  barge. An unexpected schedule  change c u t  s h o r t  t h e  
Tender A v a i l a b i l i t y  and DE WERT go t  underway on t h e  a f te rnoon of 10 February 
f o r  NPG. Forced t o  r e t u r n  t o  S i t r a h  Anchorage on 11 February due t o  a 
ca sua l ty  t o  t h e  MK 13 missile launcher ,  t h e  s h i p  qu ick ly  f i x e d  t h e  problem, 
g o t  underway l a t e  on t h e  evening of  t h e  12 th ,  and r e l i e v e d  HAWES on 13 
February. DE WERT moored a longs ide  HERCULES on 18 February f o r  water and f u e l  
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and provided s e r v i c e s  t o  MSB personne l .  On 20 February a sma l l  VERTREP 
occur red  w i t h  USS PEORIA (LST 1183) which brought t h e  s h i p  milk and f r e s h  
vege t ab l e s .  DE WERTts LAMPS h e l i c o p t e r  was used f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r .  On 22 
February 21 DE WERT crew members t r a v e l l e d  by t u g  t o  HERCULES and viewed t h e  
US0 show "Kissee Darnel1 Reviewm. The s h i p  tu rned  over  w i th  HAWES on 24 
February and dur ing  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  S i t r a h  Anchorage conducted a freedom of  
nav iga t i on  e x e r c i s e .  On 25 February DE WERT anchored a t  S i t r a h  f o r  a s h o r t  
p o r t  v i s i t  and g o t  underway once a g a i n  on 27 February t o  r e l i e v e  HAWES i n  
NPG . 

(S)  On 2 March DE WERT anchored i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of HERCULES f o r  some 
eng inee r ing  maintenance and g o t  underway l a t e r  t h a t  same a f te rnoon .  On 4 
March t h e  s h i p  moored a longs ide  HERCULES t o  r e c e i v e  f u e l  and f r e s h  wate r  and 
provide personnel  s e r v i c e s .  Holiday r o u t i n e  was observed on 5 March i n  
observance of t h e  deployment half-way day and a f l i g h t  deck p i c n i c  and s k e e t  
shoot  were he ld .  On 8 March t h e  s h i p  VERTREPtd w i t h  WHITE PLAINS du r ing  i ts 
monthly l o g i s t i c  swing through t h e  Arabian Gulf and on 10 March DE WERT 
endured a shamal,  o r  d u s t  s torm,  w i th  v i s i b i l i t y  nea r  ze ro  f o r  n e a r l y  24 
hours .  On t h e  11 th  t h e  s h i p  once a g a i n  moored a longs ide  HERCULES and 
t r a n s f e r r e d  EMC "Chuckn S a n t e l e r ,  DE WERTts l a s t  o f f i c i a l  plankowner, f o r  
h e l i c o p t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  Bahrain.  EMC S a n t e l e r  had been aboard DE WERT 
f o r  more t han  6 yea r s .  La t e r  t h a t  day t h e  s h i p  t u rned  over  GS-1 d u t i e s  t o  
HAWES and a r r i v e d  i n  Dammam, Saudi  Arabia on t h e  12th f o r  a 3 day p o r t  v i s i t  
f i l l e d  w i th  o f f i c i a l  c a l l s ,  formal  r e c e p t i o n s ,  and v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  even ts .  On 
15 March DE WERT g o t  underway from Dammam and proceeded t o  Kuwait f o r  f u e l  a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  hos t  n a t i o n  program, bu t  t h i s  even t  had t o  be cance l l ed  due t o  
problems o b t a i n i n g  d ip loma t i c  c l ea r ance .  For t h e  nex t  f i v e  days DE WERT 
SERVED AS GS-1 i n  NPG. On 20 March DE WERT anchored nea r  HERCULES t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  p a i n t i n g  t h e  s i d e s ,  he ld  a C a p t a i n ' s  C a l l  and awards ceremony, and 
t u rned  over  wi th  HAWES be fo re  proceeding t o  S i t r a h  Anchorage where t h e  s h i p  
moored a longs ide  USS PUGET SOUND (AD 38) f o r  a scheduled 7 day Tender 
A v a i l a b i l i t y  on t h e  21s t .  On 24 March DE WERT hosted M r .  Sam Zakhem, t h e  
United S t a t e s  Ambassador t o  Bahrain f o r  lunch  and a t o u r  o f  t h e  s h i p .  E a r l i e r  
t h a t  day DE WERT and PUGET SOUND were fo r ced  t o  s h i f t  anchorages  due t o  t h e  
l i m i t e d  maneuverab i l i ty  of an  a r r i v i n g  deep d r a f t  merchant v e s s e l .  The Tender 
A v a i l a b i l i t y  concluded on t h e  27 th  and DE WERT b r i e f l y  go t  underway f o r  
anchorage a t  S i t r a h .  On 28 March a COMFAIRMED i n s p e c t i o n  team a r r i v e d  f o r  a 
mid-deployment a u d i t  o f  a i r c r a f t  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  s p e c i a l  maintenance 
programs, and s h i p  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  La te r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  DE WERT a g a i n  
g o t  underway f o r  NPG and assumed d u t i e s  a s  GS-1. 

(S)  On Apr i l  3rd DE WERT anchored near  HERCULES t o  work on c l ean ing  t h e  
s i d e s .  On 5 Apr i l  t h e  s h i p  moored a longs ide  HERCULES f o r  f u e l  and f r e s h  water  
and t o  provide personne l  s e r v i c e s  t o  MSB personne l .  On 7 Apr i l  t h e  new 
Commander Middle Eas t  Force ,  Rear Admiral Fogar ty ,  f l ew aboard f o r  a b r i e f i n g ,  
lunch ,  and a t o u r  of t h e  sh ip .  The t u g  STRIKER met t h e  s h i p  l a t e r  t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  wi th  mi lk ,  FFV, and newly r e p o r t i n g  personnel .  On t h e  l o t h ,  DE WERT 
aga in  anchored i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  HERCULES and go t  underway l a t e  t h a t  evening 
f o r  Bahrain.  DE WERT a r r i v e d  a t  S i t r a h  anchorage on t h e  morning of  t h e  11th 
and moored outboard o f  USS GRIDLEY (CG 21) i n  a t h r e e  s h i p  n e s t  w i t h  PUGET 
SOUND, f o r  work and t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  on t h e  MK 13 m i s s i l e  l auncher  and t h e  



gas  t u r b i n e  engines .  On 12 Apr i l  t h e  s h i p  b r i e f l y  g o t  underway t o  go p i e r s i d e  
a t  Mina Sulman. Word was rece ived  later  t h a t  day t h a t  HSL 42 had been awarded 
t h e i r  second consecut ive  CMO Annual Safe ty  Award. DE WERT go t  underway on t h e  
15th f o r  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  and Southern Pe r s i an  Gulf.  On 16 Apr i l  DE 
WERT observed t h e  Sov ie t  anchorage. On t h e  17th t h e  s h i p ,  a long  wi th  OIBANNON 
and USS JOHN YOUNG (DD 9731, conducted an EARNEST WILL mission through t h e  
S t r a i t s  of  Hormuz. Returning through t h e  S t r a i t s  on t h e  18 th ,  DE WERT 
esco r t ed  USNS SPICA f o r  i ts  Apr i l  l o g i s t i c s  swing through t h e  Gulf.  A 
VERTREP was conducted t h a t  a f te rnoon.  On 19 Apr i l  t h e  s h i p  moored a t  J a b e l  
A l i ,  United Arab Emirates  f o r  a few hours  t o  t a k e  on f u e l  and observed t h e  
Sov ie t  anchorage l a t e r  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  On 21 Apr i l  t h e  s h i p ,  a long  wi th  JOHN 
YOUNG e sco r t ed  SPICA and PUGET SOUND back through t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  Hormuz and 
conducted a quick h i g h l i n e  t r a n s f e r  w i th  SPICA f o r  a needed p a r t .  On t h e  22nd 
DE WERT conducted another  EARNEST WILL mission e s c o r t i n g  2 merchants as they  
en t e r ed  t h e  Gulf .  That same day t h e  s h i p  rece ived  a malfunct ioning Army 
h e l i c o p t e r  from OIBANNON and s e t  a course f o r  HERCULES i n  NPG f o r  a t r a n s f e r .  
On 23 Apr i l  an Awards Ceremony was he ld  on t h e  f l i g h t  deck and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
was exchanged f o r  one i n  good working o rde r  from HERCULES. On 24 Apr i l  DE 
WERT anchored a t  S i t r a h  f o r  i ts  l a s t  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Bahrain t h i s  deployment. 
That same af te rnoon a shamal passed through,  n e a r l y  breaking loose  a barge 
t i e d  t o  t h e  s h i p .  S l i g h t  damage occurred t o  t h e  h u l l ,  but  it was soon f i x e d  
and t h e  r ap id  a c t i o n s  of  t h e  crew prevented any s e r i o u s  damage. DE WERT g o t  
underway on t h e  26 th ,  anchored on t h e  morning of  t h e  27th and rece ived  USS 
UNDERWOOD (FFG 36) a longs ide  t o  p o r t  f o r  tu rnover .  DE WERT t r a n s i t e d  t h e  
S t r a i t s  of  Hormuz wi th  HAWES and USS PAUL FOSTER (DD 964) on 28 Apr i l .  
T ra in ing  e x e r c i s e s  w i th  t h e  USS RANGER ( C V  61) Bat t legroup  i n  t h e  Gulf o f  Oman 
occurred on 29 Apr i l .  

(S )  On May 1 s t  DE WERT and HAWES Moored a t  Mina Raysut,  Oman f o r  a b r i e f  
f u e l  s t o p  and go t  underway l a t e r  t h a t  same day beginning t h e  l ong  t r a n s i t  back 
t o  Char les ton  i n  company wi th  HAWES and OIBANNON. CDR A.T. CHURCH 111 served 
a s  Task Group Commander f o r  t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s  of t h e  MEF 1-89 Westward T r a n s i t  
Group. On May 8 t h  t h e  group anchored a t  Po r t  Suez, Egypt and g o t  underway on 
t h e  9 t h  t o  t r a n s i t  t h e  Suez Canal. Late  on t h e  9 t h  and on t h e  10th t r a i n i n g  
e x e r c i s e s  took p lace  wi th  t h e  USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (CVN 71) Bat t legroup  i n  
t h e  Eas t e rn  Mediterranean. Also on t h e  10th t h e  s h i p  conducted an  underway 
replenishment  wi th  t h e  USNS JOSHUA HUMPHRIES and rece ived  f r e s h  f r u i t s  and 
vege t ab l e s  a s  wel l .  On May 12th t h e  group rendezvoused wi th  t h e  USNS RIGEL 
dur ing  i ts  monthly l o g i s t i c s  cyc l e .  The 13th began wi th  a VERTREP v i a  CH 53 
h e l i c o p t e r  from Naples which brought c r i t i c a l l y  needed s p a r e  p a r t s .  DE WERT 
rendezvoused l a t e r  t h a t  day wi th  USNS J O H N  LENTHAL and rece ived  over t h r e e  
weeks of back mail .  On t h e  14th t h e  s h i p  VERTREP1d wi th  HAWES and OIBANNON, 
g i v i n g  them mail  rece ived  t h e  previous day. On May 16th t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s  
moored a t  t h e  Naval S t a t i o n  Rota,  Spain f o r  a two day p o r t  v i s i t .  Ge t t i ng  
underway on t h e  18 th ,  a l l  t h r e e  s h i p s  moored a t  Lisbon, Por tuga l  on t h e  19th 
f o r  a four  day p o r t  v i s i t .  Leaving Por tuga l  on t h e  23rd,  t h e  s h i p s  b r i e f l y  
moored a t  Ponta Delgada, Azores on t h e  25th f o r  f u e l  before  cont inu ing  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  t r a n s i t .  A l l  t h r e e  s h i p s  conducted mutual t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  next  f i v e  
days before  mooring a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Annex Bermuda on t h e  31s t  f o r  a two 
day p o r t  v i s i t .  
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(U) Ge t t i ng  underway from Bermuda on June 2nd, DE WERT picked up i ts  
Tiger  Cru ise  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h a t  same af te rnoon and headed f o r  Charleston.  
Various demonstrat ions and d r i l l s  were conducted f o r  t h e  T ige r s  before  t h e  
s h i p s  pu l l ed  i n t o  Char les ton  on June 5 t h  and began a  month long stand-down 
period.  On t h e  19th a  week long  Diese l  In spec t ion  began and on t h e  26 th ,  t h e  
s h i p  rece ived  f i v e  midshipmen f o r  approximately t h r e e  weeks o f  shipboard 
t r a i n i n g .  

( u )  On Ju ly  4 th  a  Boy Scout Troop from C e n t e r v i l l e ,  V i rg in i a  toured  t h e  
s h i p  and on J u l y  5 t h  DE WERT s h i f t e d  b e r t h s  t o  p i e r  Z. The stand-down per iod  
ended on J u l y  6 th .  The Command he ld  i ts  semi-annual phys i ca l  f i t n e s s  tes t  on 
J u l y  6 t h  and 7 t h  and hosted approximately s i x t y  r e s e r v i s t s  from t h e  USS 
FAHRION (FFG 22) over t h e  weekend o f  t h e  8 t h  and 9 th .  A F a s t  Cru ise  was he ld  
on t h e  7 t h  and t h e  s h i p  g o t  underway on J u l y  10th f o r  t h e  V i rg in i a  Capes 
Operat ions Area. On J u l y  11th DE WERT rendezvoused wi th  t h e  USS NICHOLSON (DD 
9821, USS TAYLOR (FFG 501, and USS SCOTT (DDG 995) and f o r  t h e  next  t h r e e  days 
hosted d i f f e r e n t  groups of Second Class Midshipmen f o r  t r a i n i n g .  On t h e  
evening of t h e  13th t h e  s h i p  UNREPtd wi th  USNS HENRY J .  KAISER. On J u l y  14 DE 
WERT s e t  a  course  f o r  Glouces te r ,  Massachusetts and anchored t h e r e  t h e  next  
morning f o r  a  fou r  day p o r t  v i s i t .  The v i s i t  included cont inuous t o u r s  of  t h e  
s h i p  i nc lud ing  a  group from DE WERT Avenue i n  Taunton, Massachuset ts ,  t h e  
hometown of  t h e  s h i p ' s  namesake. The s h i p  g o t  underway on t h e  19th and 
a r r i v e d  i n  Char les ton  on t h e  morning of  t h e  21s t  t o  embark e v a l u a t o r s  f o r  t h e  
Combat Systems Assessment. After a  succes s fu l  eva lua t ion ,  t h e  s h i p  moored i n  
Char les ton  t h a t  same evening. DE WERT aga in  g o t  underway on J u l y  23rd f o r  t h e  
Char les ton  Weapons S t a t i o n  f o r  off- load i n  p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
overhaul  per iod.  On t h e  25th t h e  s h i p  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  Naval S t a t i o n  and then 
g o t  underway on t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  t h e  26th f o r  t h e  Mayport, F l o r i d a  Naval 
S t a t i o n ,  a r r i v i n g  the  morning of t h e  27th.  A pre-overhaul maintenance 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  began t h a t  same day and t h e  crew began t h e  off- load of  a l l  
m a t e r i a l  i nc lud ing  a l l  on board r e p a i r  p a r t s  f o r  an  I n t e g r a t e d  L o g i s t i c s  
Overhaul. 

( C )  On 2 August DE WERT g o t  underway f o r  A t l a n t i c  Drydock and a r r i v e d  
l a t e r  t h a t  same a f t e rnoon  f o r  a  f i v e  month overhaul .  Major a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
s h i p  dur ing  t h i s  yard per iod included t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  SQQ 89 sonar  s u i t e  
which s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i nc reased  t h e  s h i p ' s  ASW c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  and made it a more 
s t a b l e  s e a  going platform.  On August 2nd t h e  s h i p ' s  g a l l e y  was shu t  down and 
t h e  crew placed on commuted r a t i o n s  t o  purchase t h e i r  own meals whi le  work was 
being accomplished i n  t h e  g a l l e y .  On August 4 th  t h e  crew moved o f f  of t h e  
s h i p  and on t o  a  b e r t h i n g  barge. DE WERT came o u t  o f  t h e  water and en t e r ed  
t h e  drydock on August 8 t h .  A combined personnel  i n spec t ion  and awards 
ceremony took p l ace  on August 25th. 

( U )  On September 6 t h  t h e  overhaul  25% conference was he ld .  The s h i p  took 
advantage of  t h e  extended time i n  p o r t  by sending a  l a r g e  po r t i on  of t h e  crew 
t o  s h o r t  schools  and team t r a i n e r s .  Addi t iona l ly ,  DE WERT was a key 
p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  Mayport a r e a  navy s p o r t s  compet i t ions.  Teams i n  
bowling, s o f t b a l l ,  and b a s k e t b a l l  were a l l  major f o r c e s  i n  league p lay .  On 
September 20th t h e  be r th ing  barge was evacuated and a l l  personnel  s e n t  t o  t h e  
Mayport Naval S t a t i o n  BEQ i n  p repa ra t i on  f o r  Hurricane Hugo. On September 
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21s t  t h o s e  crewmembers w i th  f a m i l i e s  i n  Cha r l e s ton ,  South Caro l ina  were 
a l lowed t o  t r a v e l  home t o  be w i th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  Char les ton  t u rned  o u t  t o  be 
where Hurr icane Hugo a c t u a l l y  made l a n d f a l l  and t h e  homes and proper ty  o f  
s e v e r a l  crewmembers were s e v e r e l y  damaged. 

(U) On October 6 t h  a combination personnel  i n s p e c t i o n  and awards ceremony 
took p l ace  on t h e  b e r t h i n g  barge.  On October 10 th  t h e  EMAT I1 Team a r r i v e d  t o  
h e l p  t h e  s h i p  prepare  f o r  t h e  Ligh t  Of f  Exam a t  t h e  end of  overhaul .  On 
October 12th t h e  overhaul  50% conference took p l ace  and on October 13 th  DE 
WERT undocked and moved t o  t h e  s e a  wall a t  t h e  sh ipya rd .  Both Commodore 
Lewis, Commander Des t royer  Squadron SIX, and Rear Admiral Paulson,  Commander 
Cru i s e r  Destroyer  Group Two, v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on October 18th.  On October 
19 th  s e v e r a l  crewmembers p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  J a c k s o n v i l l e  a r e a  'Beach Sweep 
89' e f f o r t  by p i ck ing  up t r a s h  a long  a l a r g e  s e c t i o n  of  beach. The s h i p  was 
r e f u e l e d  on 23 and 24 October and Combat Systems T e s t i n g  began on 25 October.  

(U) On November 4 th  DE WERT wrapped up i t ' s  annual  Combined Fede ra l  
Campaign w i t h  a r a f f l e  and achieved 126% of  i t t s  a s s igned  goa l .  On November 
15 th  t h e  Wives Support  Group r a i s e d  $510.00 f o r  "My S i s t e r ' s  Housen a s h e l t e r  
f o r  abused and b a t t e r e d  wives and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  On November 16 th  t h e  s h i p  
began a two day Navy wide S a f e t y  Stand Down i n  response t o  s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  Navy 
s a f e t y - r e l a t e d  acc iden t s .  The s h i p ' s  g a l l e y  reopened on November 17th and t h e  
crew moved back aboard t h e  s h i p  on November 20th.  On November 22nd a 
personne l  i n s p e c t i o n  was he ld  and LCDR Sprague, t h e  P rospec t i ve  Execut ive 
O f f i c e r  a r r i v e d  on t h e  27th.  

(U) On 4 December t h e  EMAT I11 Team a r r i v e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  s h i p  prepare  f o r  
t h e  Ligh t  Off Exam. DE WERT sponsored a Chris tmas p a r t y  on 9 December i n  
Cha r l e s ton ,  South Caro l ina  f o r  crewmembers and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  An Avia t ion  
Technica l  Assist V i s i t  occurred 12-15 December and DE WERT s u c c e s s f u l l y  passed 
t h e  Ligh t  o f f  Exam on 18 and 19 December. A F a s t  Cru ise  took p l ace  on 21 
December and t h e  backload of  r e p a i r  p a r t s  from t h e  I n t e g r a t e d  L o g i s t i c s  
Overhaul warehouse began t h a t  same day. Many ,crewmembers depar ted  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  ho l i day  l e a v e  pe r iod  21-27 December. Sea t r i a l s  took  p l ace  28-31 
December and t h e  s h i p  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  Mayport, F l o r i d a  Naval S t a t i o n  t o  begin 
a t h r e e  week maintenance a v a i l a b i l i t y .  OS1 P h i l o  Spinney was s e l e c t e d  a s  DE 
WERTIS S a i l o r  o f  t h e  Year. 


