
L 

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI (SSN705) 

FPO NEW YORK, N Y 09566 

SSN705:DTP:whd 

DECM;;;; mt' 

5750 
-- ~ e r  e5- Y+ 

( U n c l a s s i f i e d  Upon Removal o f  Enc losure ( 1 ) )  13 MAR 1984 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 (SSN705) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H i s t o r y  (ATTN: OP 09B~U) 

Subj: Command H i s t o r y  

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl :  (1) Command H i s t o r y  o f  USS CITY OF COR~PUS CHRIST1 (SSN 705) 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e fe rence  (a ) ,  enc losure  ( I ) ,  Command H i s t o r y  f o r  USS CITY 
OF CORPUS CHRIST1 (SSN 705) i s  submit ted. 



COMMAND HISTORY OF USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 (SSN 705) 

The keel o f  Corpus C h r i s t i  (SSN 705) was l a i d  on 5 September 1979 a t  E l e c t r i c  
Boat Shipyard, Groton, C t .  I n i t i a l  manning o f  the ship occurred on 12 January 
1981. The Prospect ive Commanding O f f i c e r  was GDR Wi l l i am A. OWENS and the 
Execut ive O f f i c e r  was LCDR Michael G. RIEGEL. 

CORPUS CHRIST1 was launched and chr is tened 25 A p r i l  1981. The s h i p ' s  sponsor 
was the Honorable L i l l a  B u r t  Cummings TOWER. Also a t tend ing  the launch were; 
Senator John G. TOWER, Secretary o f  the Navy John LEHMAN, and Luther  B. JONES, 
Mayor o f  the C i t y  o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas. 

CDR OWENS was r e l i e v e d  as Prospect ive Commanding O f f i c e r  by CDR Winford G. 
ELLIS on 28 August 1981. 

On 10 May 1982 the r e l i g i o u s  controversy suirroundi ng the name "CORPUS 
CHRISTI" ( l a t i n  f o r  Body of C h r i s t )  r e s u l t e d  i n  President  Ronald REAGAN d i r e c t i n g  
a change o f  the s h i p ' s  name t o  "CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 ." 

On 17 September 1982 the sh ip  was placed i n  service, and on 5 October 1982 
CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 commenced her i n i t i a l  sea t r i a l s .  On 21 November 1982 
CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 (SSN 705) was de l i ve red  t o  the U. S. Navy, almost a month 
ahead o f  o r i g i n a l  schedule. The sh ip  was assigned as a u n i t  o f  Submarine 
Squadron TWO, homeported i n  Groton, Connecticut. 

USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 was commissioned on 8 January 1983 a t  the Naval 
Submarine Base, New London. The commissioning ceremony was attended by Admiral 
James D. WATKINS, Chief  o f  Naval Operations; Adp i ra l  Wesley L. MCDONALD, 
Commander i n  Chief,  U. S. A t l a n t i c  F lee t ;  Vice Admiral Steven A. WHITE, Commander 
Submarine Force, U. S. A t l a n t i c  F lee t ;  Rear Admiral H. L. YOUNG, Supervisor o f  
Sh ipbu i ld ing  Groton; the Honorable L i l l a  B u r t  Cummings TOWER, ships sponsor; the 
Honorable Luther  G. JONES, Mayor o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas and a delegat ion o f  
s i x t y  c i t i z e n s  o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas. Senatpr TOWER was the p r i n c i p a l  speaker 
a t  the commissioning ceremony. 

Fol  1 owing commissioning USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 conducted shakedown 
operat ions which inc luded three weeks o f  Weapons System Acceptance T r i a l s  a t  
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico and S t  Croix,  U.S. V i r g i n  Is lands. 

From 16 t o  22 March 1983, USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 conducted a p o r t  v i s i t  
t o  her namesake c i t y ,  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas. During t h i s  6 day h igh l y  successful  
v i s i t ,  approximately s i x teen  thousand c i t i z e n s  of Corpus C h r i s t i  , Texas toured 
the ship. The support and enthusiasm o f  the people o f  Corpus C h r i s t i  cou ld  only  
be described as absol u t e l y  outstanding. 

The sh ip ' s  f i r s t  Operat ional Reactor Safeguards Exami na t ion  was conducted 
26-27 March 1983 dur ing  the r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  from Corpus C h r i s t i  t o  Groton, 
Connecticut. 



On 13 A p r i l ,  1983 Captain Winford G. ELLIS was r e l i e v e d  as Commanding O f f i c e r  
by CDR Frank L. BOWMAN. Two days l a t e r  the  sh ip  entered E l e c t r i c  Boat  Shipyard 
fo r  Post Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  (PSA). During PSA the s h i p  received major 
mod i f i ca t i ons  t o  the weapons sys tems t o  support employment o f  the  Tomahawk Cruise 
M iss i l e .  PSA was completed on 16 August 1983, approximately two weeks ahead o f  . 
schedul e. 

USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRIST1 underwent s i x  major sh ip  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s / i n s p e c t i o n s  
dur ing  the per iod  from end o f  PSA through December 1983. These inspect ions /  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  included: Sonar C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  C~ombat Systems C e r t i f i c a t i o n  T r i a l s ,  
Harpoon C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  Tomahawk Cruise M i s s i l e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  Annual Supply Ma te r i a l  
Inspect ion  and MK 48 Torpedo C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  The grades received by the ship f o r  a l l  o f  
these inspect ions  were "outstanding" o r  "excel l e n t u  and the inspect ions  were f requent ly  
commented on as "The Bes t  the Inspector  had ever seen." During t h i s  same per iod  the 
ship a l s o  received the  Commander Submarine Squadron TWO Gold Anchor Award nomination, 
NEY Award Nomination and was awarded the COMSUBRON TWO Engineering "E" f o r  f i s c a l  year 
1983. 

The sh ip  conducted her second Operat ional Reactor Safeguards Examination 
dur ing  the per iod  26-29 January 1984 and was evaluated as e x c e l l e n t  o v e r a l l  by the 
cINCLANTFLT Nuclear Propuls ion Examining Board. 

On 1 February 1984 the sh ip  commenced Pre-overseas Movement (POM) period, i n  
p repara t ion  f o r  the f i r s t  extensive overseas deployment, a seven month 
deployment, t o  commence i n  l a t e r  March 1984 t o  t he  Ind ian  Ocean, 


