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USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

USS CLEVELAND i s  t h e  seven th  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  LPDfs  des igned  t o  
a d d  a  new d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  N a v y ' s  t r o o p  a n d  v e h i c l e  l i f t  
c a p a b i l i t y .  

Des igna ted  an Amphibious T r a n s p o r t  Dock, t h e  new v e s s e l  i s  a  
d i r e c t  descendant  o f  t h e  Land ing  S h i p  Dock (LSD) o f  WORLD WAR 
TWO. I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  a r e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  APA 
(ATTACK TRANSPORT), t h e  A K A  ( A T T A C K  C A R G O  SHIP) ,  and t h e  LPH 
(AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT HELICOPTER). The CLEVELAND b o a s t s  a  f l i g h t  
deck (LPH), w e l l  deck (LSD), t r o o p  c a r r y i n g  a b i l i t y  (APA), and 
ca rgo  h a n d l i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  (AKA). I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d  
f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  s h i p  i s  f l a g  c o n f i g u r e d  and p r o v i d e s  spaces f o r  an 
amphib ious commander and an a s s a u l t  t r o o p  commander. 

CLEVELAND combatant  p e r s o n n e l  can be d isembarked by l a n d i n g  
c r a f t  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  s t e r n  w e l l  deck. I n t r i n s i c a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
w e l l  d e c k  o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  b a l l a s t i n g  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  
p o s s i b l e  a  maximum d e p t h  o f  t w e l v e  o f  f e e t  o f  wa te r  i n  t h e  a f t e r  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  deck and f i v e  f e e t  i n  t h e  f o r w a r d  s e c t i o n .  An 
accessory  t o  t h e  w e l l  deck o p e r a t i o n  i s  an overhead m o n o r a i l  
c r a n e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  r a p i d  l o a d i n g  a n d  u n l o a d i n g  o f  
p a l l e t i z e d  ca rgo  a t  a l m o s t  e v e r y  p o i n t  i n  t h e  w e l l  deck and upper  
v e h i c l e  s t o r a g e  area .  

A l t h o u g h  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  CLEVELAND'S f l i g h t  d e c k  i s  l a r g e  enough t o  
p e r m i t  s i m u l t a n e o u s  o p e r a t i o n  o f  two medium s i z e d  h e l i c o p t e r s .  
O t h e r  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  l i m i t e d  r e p a i r  and m a i n t e n a n c e  f o r  
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  a  t e l e s c o p i n g  hangar ,  r e f u e l i n g  r i g s  f o r  a v i a t i o n  
f u e l s ,  t r o o p  d e b a r k a t i o n  s t a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  d e c k  t r o o p  
s t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c a t w a l k s ,  and p r i m a r y  d e b a r k a t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  wh ich  
p r o v i d e s  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  l o c a t i o n  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  o f f l o a d i n g  o f  men and m a t e r i a l  ashore.  

USS CLEVELAND i s  561 f e e t  l o n g ,  has a  maximum beam o f  113 
f e e t ,  and has a  n a v i g a t i o n a l  d r a f t  o f  24 f e e t ,  s i x  i n c h e s .  F u l l  
l o a d  d i s p l a c e m e n t  i s  16,500 tons .  The s h i p  i s  armed w i t h  two t w i n  
3 - i nch /50  c a l i b e r  r a p i d  f i r e  mounts. 

The CLEVELAND'S a l l o w a n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 4  o f f i c e r s  and  400 
e n l i s t e d  men. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s h i p  can c a r r y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  850 
combat t r o o p s  and 118 o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  and f l a g  f o r c e .  



BRIEF HISTORY AND COMBAT EXPERIENCE 

- USS CLEVELAND i s  t h e  t h i r d  U.S. Navy s h i p  t o  be named CLEVELAND. 
The f i r s t  was a  P r o t e c t e d  C r u i s e r  (C-19), 1903-1929, and t h e  second 
was a  L i g h t  C r u i s e r  (CL-55 ) ,  1942-1947 .  The p r e s e n t  CLEVELAND was 
d e s i g n e d  t o  a d d  a  new d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  N a v y ' s  t r o o p  and  v e h i c l e  
t r a n s p o r t  c a p a b i l i t y .  

A f t e r  h e r  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  i n  A p r i l  1967  a t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
CLEVELAND s a i l e d  t o  t h e  West Coast  and assumed h e r  d u t i e s  as a  u n i t  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P a c i f i c  F l e e t .  S ince  then ,  t h e  s h i p  has d i v i d e d  h e r  
t i m e  b e t w e e n  l o c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  h e r  home p o r t ,  and 
ex tended deployments t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  D u r i n g  t h o s e  deployments,  
CLEVELAND was u s u a l l y  ass igned  as p a r t  o f  t h e  Mar ine  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  
U n i t  and w i t h  h e r  embarked Mar ines ,  a c t e d  as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  numerous amphib ious  and s u p p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s h i p  
h a s  s e r v e d  as  f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  Commander, A m p h i b i o u s  F o r c e ,  U. S. 
Seventh F l e e t  and most r e c e n t l y  as f l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander THIRD F l e e t .  

CLEVELAND'S f i r s t  t h r e e  deployments were d e d i c a t e d  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t  i n  South  Eas t  As ia .  

D e p l o y i n g  on h e r  f o u r t h  WESTPAC C r u i s e  i n  J u l y ,  1972, CLEVELAND 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  show h e r  v e r s a t i l i t y .  I n  August,  t h e  s h i p  embarked AH-1J 
NCOBRAw a t t a c k  h e l i c o p t e r s  o f  M a r i n e  A t t a c k  H e l o  Squadron 369, and f o r  
t h e  f o u r  months t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  CLEVELAND o p e r a t e d  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  
N o r t h  V i e t n a m .  I n  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r ,  t h e  s h i p  s a i l e d  t o  O k i n a w a ,  
d i s e m b a r k e d  t h e  C o b r a s ,  and  embarked e l e m e n t s  o f  M a r i n e  B a t t a l i o n  
Land ing  Team 1 /9 .  W i t h  Mar ines  aboard,  CLEVELAND was f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  
Amphibious Ready Group Commander t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

January  1973 b r o u g h t  t h e  Vietnam c e a s e - f i r e ,  and CLEVELAND j o i n e d  
Task F o r c e  78 i n  t h e  M i n e - C l e a r i n g  o f  Haiphong Harbor ,  named OPERATION 
END SWEEP. The s h i p  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h i s  ma jo r  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  h e r  r e t u r n  
t o  San D iego on A p r i l  28, 1973. 

CLEVELAND'S n e x t  WESTPAC deployments were f rom A p r i l  t o  November 
1974, A p r i l  t o  November 1976, March t o  October  1978, and January  t o  
J u l y  1980. 

F rom A p r i l  t o  O c t o b e r  1982 ,  CLEVELAND a g a i n  d e p l o y e d  t o  t h e  
Western P a c i f i c  and I n d i a n  Oceans f o r  h e r  n i n t h  overseas  deployment ,  
d u r i n g  wh ich  she p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s .  These 
i n c l u d e d  RIMPAC 82, an Amphib ious O p e r a t i o n  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  H a w a i i ,  
d u r i n g  wh ich  CLEVELAND and o t h e r  U. S. Navy u n i t s  o p e r a t e d  w i t h  u n i t s  
o f  t h e  R o y a l  A u s t r a l i a n  Navy ,  t h e  R o y a l  Navy o f  New Z e a l a n d  and 
Canada, and t h e  Japanese M a r i t i m e  Se l f -De fense  f o r c e .  CLEVELAND a l s o  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  READIEX 82, o f f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Iwo  Jima, and COBRA GOLD 
82, a  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Roya l  T h a i  Navy o f f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  
o f  T h a i l a n d .  

From 9  A u g u s t  t o  3 1  December 1985 ,  CLEVELAND d e p l o y e d  t o  t h e  
Western P a c i f i c .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  she had p o r t  c a l l s  i n  Sub ic  Bay, 
F reeman t le ,  Penang, S ingapore ,  Hong Kong and P e a r l  Ha rbo r .  CLEVELAND 



c o n d u c t e d  numerous  i n d e p e n d e n t  a m p h i b i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  VALIANT USHER 85-5AS and LANDEX 86-1. 

I n  e a r l y  months o f  1986, CLEVELAND p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Change o f  
Command f o r  t h e  Commander o f  A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  F IVE.  CLEVELAND 
e n t e r e d  L o n g  Beach N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  on  7  A p r i l  1 9 8 6  f o r  a  r e g u l a r  
o v e r h a u l  and comple ted  h e r  sea t r i a l s  on 9  January  1987. 

A f t e r  a  yea r  l o n g  work up, CLEVELAND d e p a r t e d  f o r  P e a r l  Harbor  t o  
become F l a g s h i p  f o r  COMMANDER THIRD FLEET. O p e r a t i n g  f r o m  P e a r l  
H a r b o r ,  H a w a i i  u n t i l  1 4  November 1988 ,  CLEVELAND p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
numerous f l e e t  e x e r c i s e s  wh ich  i n c l u d e d  RIMPAC 88, FLEETEX 8-2 and 
READIEX 88-3. 



CHRONOLOGY OF OPERATIONS, USS CLEVELAND 1988 I 

3 JAN 

3  JAN 

9  JAN 

10-12 JAN 

12-18 JAN 

19  JAN-18 FEB 

19-22 FEB 

23 FEB-6MAR 

7-9 MAR 

10-25 MAR 

11-15 MAR 

24 MAR 

25 M A R - 1  APR 

2-14 APR 

15-26 APR 

27 APR-1 M A Y  

2-8 M A Y  

9  MAY-2 JUN 

23 MAY-17 JUN 

3-5 JUN 

6-8 JUN 

Deploy t o  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H a w a i i  as i n t e r i m  f l a g s h i p  f o r  
Commander T h i r d  F l e e t ,  V i c e  A d m i r a l  D iego Hernandez. 

PC0 CAPT R i c h a r d  Cloward r e p o r t s  aboard.  

Change o f  Command Ceremony. CAPT Cloward r e l i e v e s  
CAPT Beyers.  

A r r i v e d  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  F l a g s h i p  t u r n o v e r  and c rossdeck  
w i t h  USS Coronado; Embarked T h i r d  F l e e t  s t a f f  

READIEX ' 8 8 .  

I n p o r t  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  

P o r t  C a l l  N a w i l i w i l i ,  Kaua i .  Dependents C r u i s e ,  
s h i p  t o u r s  i n  p o r t ,  C l e v e l a n d ' s  CO, XO,  and OPS 
BOSS were honored g u e s t s  i n  t h e  C a p t a i n  Cook ' s  
F e s t i v a l .  

I n p o r t  P e a r l  Ha rbo r  

ISE,  L o c a l  Opera t i ons ,  H a w a i i  I s l a n d s  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e a  

I n p o r t  P e a r l  Harbor ,  H I .  

HMY B r i t a n n i a  v i s i t .  C l e v e l a n d  was h o s t  s h i p  and 
sponsored many a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  
s a i l o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  b a s e b a l l  tournament  wh ich  
t h e  B r i t i s h  won. 

OPLIFT on load.  

E n r o u t e  San D iego,  C A .  

I n p o r t  San Diego,  C A .  

FLEETEX 88-2, Sou the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  o p e r a t i n g  a r e a  

I n p o r t  San Diego,  C A .  

E n r o u t e  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  

I n p o r t  P e a r l  Harbor ,  H I .  

Midshipmen C r u i s e  

P o r t  V i s i t ,  Laha ina ,  Maui.  Dependents c r u i s e  

ISE, L o c a l  O p e r a t i o n s ,  Hawa i ian  o p e r a t i n g  a rea  



CHRONOLOGY OF OPERATIONS, USS CLEVELAND 1988 

9-19 JUN I n p o r t  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  

20-26 JUN 

27 JUN-5 JUL 

6-24 JUL 

18 JUL-12 AUG 

25 JUL-21 AUG 

25-29 JUL 

15 AUG-9 SEP 

22-28 AUG 

23-24 AUG 

29 AUG-11SEP 

12-19 SEP 

19 SEP-25 OCT 

6 OCT 

26-28 OCT 

28-31 OCT 

3 1  OCT-14 NOV 

9-13 NOV 

14-21  NOV 

2 1  NOV-4 DEC 

5-9 DEC 

10-11  DEC 

E n r o u t e  San D iego  

I n p o r t  San D iego  

.Conducted Amphib ious o p e r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
E a s t e r n  P a c i f i c  O p e r a t i n g  Area as p a r t  o f  
RIMPAC ' 8 8  

Midshipmen c r u i s e s  

I n p o r t  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  

Supp l y  Management Team t r a i n i n g  v i s i t  

Midshipmen c r u i s e s  

E n r o u t e  San Diego,CA. T i g e r  C r u i s e  f o r  t h i t y  
f a m i l y  members and g u e s t s  o f  CLEVELAND'S crew.  

Damage C o n t r o l  O lympics ,  C h i e f  P e t t y  O f f i c e r s  t o o k  
f i r s t  p l a c e  o v e r  o f f i c e r s ,  F i r s t  C l a s s  P e t t y  O f f i c e r s ,  
and Second and T h i r d  C l a s s  P e t t y  O f f i c e r s .  

I n p o r t  San D iego ,  C A .  

E n r o u t e  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  READIEX 88-3 

I n p o r t  P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  H I .  

A v i a t i o n  Read iness  E v a l u a t i o n  

Amphib ious B o a t  O p e r a t i o n s  and n i g h t  beach 
l a n d i n g s  i n  H a w a i i a n  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e a .  

P o r t  V i s i t  Laha ina ,  Maui .  

I n p o r t  P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  H I .  

F l a g s h i p  t u r n o v e r  and c r o s s d e c k  w i t h  USS CORONADO; 

T r a n s i t  t o  San D iego ,  C A .  

I n p o r t  San D iego ,  C A .  

ISE  and Amphib ious b o a t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  S o u t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e a  

I n p o r t  San D iego ,  C A .  

12-14 DEC ISE  and amph ib ious  b o a t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  S o u t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e a  

14-31  DEC I n p o r t  San D iego ,  C A .  



AWARDS PRESENTED DURING 1988 1 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  p r o m o t e d  u n d e r  t h e  Command 
Advancement Program: 

HM1 Doug las  V i o l a  HT2(SW) Randy C o l e  
ABH3(AW) Jon  Hynek MM3 M i c h a e l  P o r t e l l  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  a w a r d e d  a  F l a g  L e t t e r  o f  
Commendation: 

M M 1  D a n i e l  Hawkins BMl(SW) S idney  Keys BM1 Lo renzo  Nathan 
M M ~ ( S W )  George R o s a r i o  DCl(SW) D e n n i s  S t r e h l e  HM1 Lamber to  Yaya 
MS2 Dona ld  E a s t  MM2 D a v i d  Gr iepsma ABH2(AW) D a v i d  K o p n i c k y  
PN2 O l i v e r  M in imo BT2 John N a v e r s t a d  DT2 B a r r y  W e i n s t e i n  
E T ~ ( S W )  M i c h a e l  G leason RM3 L a r r y  Hagerman YN2 A lonzo  Mason 
RMSN Tom Gomez ET3(SW) Ro lando Fernandez  SN R o b e r t  C o l e s  

The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n n e l  were awarded t h e  Navy Achievement  Medal:  

LCDR Edward H e r b e r t  
CAPT C h a r l e s  0 8 H e r n  (.USMC) 
LTJG B u r t  F incham 
MMC(SW) M i g u e l  M a r t i n e z  
RMC Joseph Werner 
MMl(SW) George R o s a r i o  
SH2 V i c t o r  Jones 
EM2(SW) C h a r l e s  S a r g e n t  
BT2 A r n o l d  D a l t o n  
MR3 Danny Hammarsten 

LCDR Antony Heimer 
LT R u s s e l l  Anderson 
OSC(SW) R o b e r t  B e r h a l t e r  
EMC(SW) M i c h a e l  West 
OS1 C a r l o s  G a r c i a  
BMl(SW) Norman P r e t l o w  
BM2 W i l l i a m  Roon 
BT2 R i c k y  M a r s h a l l  
SK3 Edward B a t o  
BM3 Kim T r a n  

LT S teven  L i t t f i n  
LT F r a n k  Pa rsons  
SMC(SW) Dock Jones 
BMC(SW) R e i d e l  
ETl(SW) M i c h a e l  Kaufman 
BTl(SW) Edward Schroeder  
ET2(SW) C h r i s t o p h e r  Rose 
BT2 Henry Zimmer 
ET3(SW) M i c h a e l  G leason 

The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n n e l  were awarded t h e  Navy Commendation Medal:  

LCDR Raymond S c o t t  LCDR R o b e r t  Morgan LT Edward Roha ly  
LT W i l l i a m  F i s c h e r  LTJG W i l l i a m  S t o d d a r d  LTJG Thomas Moore 
ASCM(AW) D a v i d  B u t c h e r  BTCS(SW) P a u l  H e i n  YNl(SW) F r e d e r i c k  Busch 
SMl(SW) S y l v e s t e r  Moore 

The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n n e l  were s e l e c t e d  a s  USS CLEVELAND'S S a i l o r s  
o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r :  

Senior Sailor of the Quarter Sai lor  o f  the Quarter 

MMl(SW) Thomas B l o c k e r  
BT2(SW) A r n o l d  D a l t o n  
YNl(SW) F r e d e r i c k  Busch 
DCl(SW) D e n n i s  S t r e h l e  

RMSN Tom Gomez 
MMFN M e l v i n  L l a m e r a  
PNSN L u i s  Gamal inda 
RM3 L a r r y  Hagarman 

A new c a t e g o r y  o f  J u n i o r  S a i l o r  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r  was added d u r i n g  
t h e  F o u r t h  Q u a r t e r  w i t h  BTFN Jaime F r a u s t o  b e i n g  s e l e c t e d .  

YNl(SW) F r e d e r i c k  Busch was s e l e c t e d  as USS CLEVELAND'S S a i l o r  o f  
t h e  Year f o r  1988. 
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