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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

21 Ap r i  1-27 June Commissioning, o u t f i t t i n g ,  and Ready f o r  Sea 
pe r  i od . 

28 June-l l J u l y  T r a n s i t  t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  home p o r t ,  San Diego, 
by way o f  t h e  Panama Cana l . 

I I  Ju ly-17 October Shakedown, F i na l  Acceptance T r i a l s ,  and 
P repa ra t i on  f o r  Overseas Movement. 

18 October-29 October Depar tu re  f o r  WESTPAC; Convoy e x e r c i s e  3/67 - 
conducted d u r i n g  t r a n s i t  t o  Pear l  Harbor.  

29 October-9 November T r a n s i t  t o  Oki nawa; load ing  o f  L-Form 
m a t e r i a l .  

10 November-13 November T r a n s i t  t o  Danang, South Vietnam; r e l i e v e d  
USS DULUTH as  u n i t  o f  Amphibious Ready Group 
A l f a .  

14 November-6 January 68 Operated w i t h  Amphibious Ready Group A l f a  
o f f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  coas t  o f  South Vietnam. 
Conducted Opera t ion  B a l l i s t i c  Arch. 



The Amphibious T ranspo r t  Dock Cleve land (LPD-71, b u i l t  by t h e  
Inga l  i s  S h i p b u i l d i n g  Co rpo ra t i on  o f  Pascagoula, M i ss i pp i ,  was 
comnisioned 21 A p r i l ,  1967 i n  a  ceremony a t  t h e  N o r f o l k  Naval 
Sh ipyard i n  Portsmouth, V i r g i n i a .  Mrs. Thomas H. Moorer, spon- 
s o r  o f  t h e  USS Cleve land (LPD-71, accompanied by her  husband, 
Admiral Thomas H. Moorer was t h e  honored gues t  f o r  t h e  com- 
m i s s i o n i n g  ceremony. V ice  Admiral  Char les  R. Duncan, Commander 
Amph i b jous Force, A t l a n t i c  F l ee t ,  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  speaker.  
O ther  no tab le  d i g n i t a r i e s  who were i n  a t tendance inc luded  
Rear Admiral  R.D. Hogle, Commander F i f t h  Naval D i s t r i c t ;  Rear 
Admiral  H.G. Brown, Commander N o r f o l  k  Naval Shipyard; and Rear 
Admiral  J.S. Coye, J r . ,  Commander T r a i n i n g  A t l a n t i c .  M r .  Thomas 
B u t l e r ,  Harbor Cornmi ss ioner ,  represented t h e  C i t y  o f  Cleveland. 

C leve land  remained in t h e  sh ipya rd  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s i x  weeks under- 
go ing  her  f i t t h i n g  o u t  pe r i dd .  From t h e  s i x t h  u n t i l 1  t h e  twenty-  
seventh o f  June, 1967, t h e  s h i p  loaded s t o r e s  and ammunition, 
conducted a  t h r e e  day " Ready f o r  Sea" per iod ,  and , lodded 17 
LCM-6's f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  San Diego. C leve land  depar ted No,r fo lk 
on June 28 f o r  San Diego by way of t h e  Panama Canal. A r r i v i n g  
i n  San Diego on 1 l  Ju l y ,  t h e  C leve land  was welcomed as t h e  100 th  
s h i p  i n  Phibpac. Wi th  ceremonies complete, t h e  17 LCM-6's t r a n s -  
p o r t e d  from N o r f o l k  were o f f l o a d e d  and p repa ra t i ons  made f o r  
f o u r  weeks o f  Shakedown T r a i n i n g  which commenced on 24 J u l y .  
Amph i b ious  Operat ion? l   rain i ng was comp l  e t e d  between t h e  da tes  
o f  30 August and 15 September. Commander Amphibious Squadron 
Three, Cap ta in  Thomas C, Harber t ,  s h i f t e d  h i s  f l a g  t o  Cleve land 
from t h e  USS George Clymer (APA 27) on 1.6 September. The Board o f  
I n s p e c t i ~ n  and Survey conducted F l n a l  Acceptance T r f a l s  f rom 18 
t o  20 September. Ber thed a t  t h e  Navl S t a t i o n  between 21 September 
and 17 October, t h e  C leve land  con t inued  i t s  p repa ra t i ons  f o r  
deployment t o  Southeast As ia .  Pre-deployment/Mater ia l  Inspec t -  
ion, Medica l /Denta l  lnspect'lon; Annual Supply ' i nspec t ion ,  and POM 
were. he ld  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The f i n a l  days i n  
Conus were employed load ing  280 M-151 jeeps  and  54, 5 t o n  t r u c k s  
f o r  d e l i v e r y  t~ Okinawfi and Da Nang. Thus, on 18 October 1967, 
l ess  t h a n  s i x  months a f t e r  commissioning t h e  Cieve land s a i l e d  
for Westpac. , 

Wi th  Rear Admiral  Kemp E. T o l l y  (USN Ret.1 as  Convoy Commander 
and Cap ta i n  Thomas C. Harber t ,  Cornphibron Three embarked, Cleve- 
land as f l a g s h i p  and i n  company w i t h  USS Cava l i e r ,  USS Tulare,  
and USS Comstock, made an opposed s o r t i e  f rom San Dlego Harbor 
f o r  t h e  cammencement o f  Convex 3-67. T r a n s i t  was made under Mer- 
c a n t i l e  procedures.  The C a v a l i e r  and T u l a r e  were detached on 24 
October  t o  proceed t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Kaual .  Comcortron Seven p ro -  
v i ded  e s c o r t s  f o r  an oppqsed en f r y  t o  Pear l  Harbor f o r  t h e  Cleve- 
land and Comstock on 26 October.  

Cleveland.moored s ta rboa rd  s i d e  t o  B e r t h  M-4, U.S. Naval S t a t i o n  
Pear l  Harbor, Hawai i  on Thursday, 26 October.  She was welcomed 



t o  t h e  f i f t i e t h  s t a t e  by former  members o f  the'WW I I  c r u i s e r  USS 
Cleve land (CL-$51, V ice  Admiral  Haro ld  G. Bowen and Rear Admiral  
W i l l i a m  R. Mckinney, who presented a photograph o f  t h e  c r u i s e r  
t o  Cap ta in  Rober t  A. Hogsed, Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  p resen t  
USS Cleveland, and her  crew. F r iday ,  27 October, t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  s h i p ' s  o f f i c e r s  a t tended  b r g e i n g s  by C i n c p a c f l t  S t a f f .  Com- 
ph ib ron  Three and key s t a f f  personnel  depar ted by a i r  f o r  Subic 
Bay; Admino Comphibron Three remained aboard t h e  Cleveland. A r -  
rangements were made t o  send t h e  Combat Cargo O f f i c e r  (CCO) a- 
head t o  Okinawa by a i r  t o  e f e c t  l i a s i o n  f o r  o f f l o a d i n g  v e h i c l e s  
and t h e  load ing  o f  L-form. Depar ture was taken  from Pear l  Harbor 
on 28 October w i t h  Cleve land proceedingLilndependentIy w i t h  an 
SOA o f  18 knots .  

Immediately upon a r r i v a l  Buckner Bay, Okinawa a t  1700, 7  Nov- 
ember, t h e  Cleve land moored P i e r  B West. The CCO had ar ranged f o r  
a  p i e r - s i d e  c rane  a b l e  t o  reach t h e  f l i g h t  deck and an LCU t o  
o f f l o a d  th rough  t h e  w e l l .  Wi th  t h e  use o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  B and A 
crane, t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p i e r  crane, and mar r y i ng  t h e  LCU t o  t h e  
s t e r n g a t e  a l l  280 jeeps were o f f l o a d e d  p r i o r  t o  m idn igh t .  Upon 
t h e  CCO's p r i o r  a r r i v a l  i n  Okinawa, he d4)scovered t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  L-form was p a l l e t i z e d  on 4 'x4 '  p a l l e t s  which a r e  n o t  com- 
p a t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  i n s + a l l e d  p a l l e t  conveyors. These p a l l e t s  as 
w e l l  as  many d e t e r i o r a t e d  p a l l e t s  had t o  be r e - p a l l e t i z e d  on 
40Qx 48" p a l l e t s  p r i o r  t o  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  sh i p .  I n  s p i t e  o f  ad- 
vanced l iason,  some o f  t h e  L-form was be ing  procured and staged 
as  load ing  ope ra t i ons  proceeded. T h i s  f a c t o r  p l u s  t h e  l i m i t e d  t i m e  
f o r  load ing  p rec luded  an accu ra te  i nven to r y  by DODAC number. 
Furthermore, some i tems were NIS and were subsequent ly loaded 
i n  Da Nang. 

A t  0730, 10 November, a f t e r  hav ing loaded and stowed 460 t o n s  o f  
L-;;Form, Cleve land t o o k  depa r t u re  f rom Buckner Bay a t  19 kno t s  
f o r  Da Nang, Repub l i c  o f  V i e t  Nam. Of i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  Cleve land rece ived  37 more t o n s  o f  L-Form d u r i n g  t h e  course  
o f  t h e  deployment f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  497 t o n s  o f  L-Form. T h i s  amount 
o f  L-Form compl i ca ted  t h e  combat load ing o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  and t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  bas i c  a l lowance mun i t i ons  and o t h e r  s e r i a l s  b rough t  on 
board by BLT u n i t s .  

E a r l y  on t h e  morning o f  13 November, C leve land en te red  Da Nang 
Hrabor  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  USS Du lu th  (LPD-6) o f  TG 76.4 d l t i e s .  Da- 
Nang Harbor i s  easy t o  e n t e r  due t o  be ing open t o  t h e  sea, b u t  
t h i s  ease o f  e n t r y  a l s o  a l l o w s  t h e  No r theas t  Monsoon seas t o  e n t e r  
t h e  harbor .  The anchorages ass igned t o  Naval sh i ps  a r e  exposed 
and on t h e  day seas o f  s i x  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  were exper ienced a t  t h e  
anchorage. Throughtout  t h e  Nor theas t  Monsoon season marg ina l  
bao t i ng  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  main harbor .  November 13 
was a f u l l  day w i t h  t h e  remain ing 54 t r u c k s  be ing o f f l oaded ,  
t u rn -ove r  b r i e f i n g s  by t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Duluth ,  r e c e i v i n g  



veh ic les ,  approx imate ly  35 t ons  o f  B/A and I I  LVTs from t h e  
Dulu+h. Upon comple t ion  o f  t h e  i n t e r s h i p  t r a n s f e r  o f  m a t e r i a l ,  
ACDlV 13 detachment November c o n c i s t i n g  o f  4 LCM's w i t h  assi 
oc ia ted;crews were t r a n e f e r e d  t o  Cleveland. To add $0 an a l -  
ready busy schedule, t h e  Cleveland d ispatched t h e  F i r e  and 
Rescue team t o  a i d  t h e  SS Beauregard, a merchent vessel ,  i n  
combating a f i r e  i n a t h e  supe rs t ruc tu re  area. Cleveland o f f -  
i c i a l  l y  became a member o f  Ambhlbious Ready Group A l f a  (TG 
76. 41 l a t e  I n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  upon r e l e i v i n g  t h e  Duluth.  

, ' I t  

With t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  lwo-Jima on 14 November, Comphibron 
Three Admin s h i f t e d  t o  Iwo Jima. Upon Cearnlgg t h a t  BLT 1/3 was 
t o  be back loadedon  16 November, t h e  I I  LVTIs were swam as- , ' 

hore a t  Da Nang on  15 November t o  p rov ide  acess t o  upper weh- 
i c l e  stowage area. 

TG 76:4 composed o f  i wo .Kima, Cleveland, F o r t  Marian, and 
Washtenaw Cou,nty back loaded B L T l i 3  f rom +he "Cua ,Viet/Perfume 
R i v e r  areas Qn 16-17 ,Novanper. A l l  t r oops  and equipment were 
b a c k l ~ a d e d  by boat  w i t h  t h e  Cleveland a c t i n g  as receiving and 
s t a g i n g  area f o r  a l l  t h e  900 t r o o p s  and assoc ia ted  equipment 
des t i ned  f o r  t h e  LPH. As t h e  t r oops  embarked I n  Clevelapd they  
were f ed  a c q - n ~ l e t e  h o t  meal and then  staged t o  be t r a n s f e r a d  
t o  t h e  Swo by he lo .  A t o t a l  o f  141 t r i p s  u t i l i z i n g  H-34ls.and 
severa l  M-8 boat  loads o f  m a t e r i a l  were necessary t o  complete 
t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t r o o p s  and m a t e r i a l  t o  Iwo Jima. 

The p e r i o d  18-21 November was spent  e i t h e r  i n  o r  n i g h t  steam- 
ing  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Da Nang. Dur ing t h i s  p e r i o d  BLT I i 3  veh- 
i c l e s  were o f f l o a d e d  for Re-Hab, and then  backloaded. LVT1s 
were backloaded. Whi Ce auchored i n  Da Nang Harbor, Commander 
Seventh F lee t ,  Vi.ce Admjrar Wil [.am F, B r i n g l e  v i s i t e d  t h e  
Cleveland on November 88 and was g i v e n  a t o u r  which inc luded 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  demonstrat ions: ( I  1 r e t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  hangar (21  
lower ing o f  t h e  upper v e h i c i e  ramp, foblowed by Jeep w i t h  t r a i l -  
e r  ascending t o t t h e  h e l o  deck f rom the  lower v e h i c l e  stowage 
(39 debark ing o f  t r oops  i n  LCM's from t h e  w e l l ,  and launch and 
recovery o f  two LVT1s from upper v e h i c l e  stowage. 

A l so  on t h e  la th ,  TG 7$.4 was asked t o  p r o v i d e  damage c o n t r o l  
bnd sa ivsge equipment f o r  use i n  salvage* ops on C l e r k  County 
(LST-6011, CPeveCand fu rn i shed  P-250 pumps, j e t  edwctors, hose,, 
e tc . ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  which were l o s t  o r  r e tu rned  i n  unserv ic -  
a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  and subsequent ly surveyed.. 

Rear Admiral W i  1 B lam W, Behrens, Commander Amphib'ous Force, 
U.S. S e ~ e n t h  F lee t ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  sh ip  on 2Q November f o r  a de- 
mons t ra t i on  o f  t h e  f l e ~ l b i l  i t y  of cargo handl ing and stowage i h  
t h e  LPD-7 c l a s s  LPD, i n c l u d i n g  monora i ls ,  launch-recovery o f  



LCM-a's, i nspec t i on  o f  cargo stowage area and B t i l i z a t i o n  o f - u p p e r /  
lower v e h i c l e  ramp system. The s t a r s  o f  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s  "Rat 
P a t r o l "  were aboard l a t e  i n  a f t e rnoon  f o r  a handshake t o u r .  The 20 
t h  a l s o  brought  f o r t h  t n e  f i r s t  messages a l e r t i n g  TG76.4 f o r  Op- 
e r a t i o n  Bal l  i s t i c  Arch. 

Operat ion B a l l i s t i c  Arch was a j o i n t  he lo /boa t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
purpose o f  conduct i ng a search and des t roy  m iss ion  i n  Quang T r i  
P rov ince  j u s t  south o f  t h e  DMZ. "D-Dayn was scheduled f o r  Thanks- 
g i v i n g  morning 23 November bu$ adverse s u r f  and weather c o n d i t i o n s  
f o r ced  a on8 day postponement. T h i s  de lay  meant t h a t  t h e  Cleveland 
would have 700 unexpected gues ts  f o r  t h e  h 6 l i d a y  meal. Using q u i c k  
thaw procedures, t h e  Supply Department was a b l e  t o  serve t h e  t r a d -  
i t i o n a l  Thanksgiv ing meal t o  a l l .  On t h e  morning o f  t h e  24th, some 
37 days o u t  o f  conus, Clevelnad, w h i l e  underway a t  5 kno ts  , launch- 
ed LVTfs f o r  "Green Beach" which was located between t h e  mouth o f  
t h e  Cua V i e t  R i v e r  and t h e  DMZ. Al though w i t h i n  t h e  a r c  o f  f i r e  o f  f :  
t h e  Cap Lay b a t t e r i e s ,  Naval Gun F i r e  Support  prec luded any hos- 
ti l e  gun f i r e .  A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  waves, motor  t r anspo r t ,  a r t i ' l  l e r y  
and pr ime movers were t r anspo r ted  up t h e  Cua V i e t  t o  Dong Ha. Dur- 
i ng  t h e  per iod,  24-27 November, a t  which t i m e  BLT 1/3 chopped t o  
CG I l l  Mar, d i r e c t  suppor t  was f u rn i shed  t o  BLT 1/3 by o f f l o a d i n g  ad- 
d i t i o n a l  elements, r a t i o n s ,  ammunition, water e tc . ,  p r h m a r i l y  by 
boat  t r a n s i t t i n g  t h e  Cua V i e t  R i v e r  t o  Dong Ha. 

From t h e  27 th  o f  November u n t i l 1  a l l  e lements o f  BLT 1/3 were o f f -  
loaded f o r  " i n  Country'' employment on 24 December, TG 76.4 steamed 
i n  t h e  op-areas o f f  , t h e  coas t  between t h e  Cua V i e t  and Perfume R ivers .  
Iwo Jima f u r n i s h e d  Medevaa c a p a b i l i t y  w i t h  Cleveland a c t i n g  as 
Medevac communication r e l a y  whenever Iwo Jima rep len t i shed .  Per- 
i o d i c  t r i p s  were scheduled t o  Da Nang f o r  Cleveland t o  t r a n s f e r  
v e h i c l e s  f o r  RE-Hab, and t o  p i c k  up replacements, r a t i o n s ,  and 
ammunition. 

Clevelandns r e t r a c t a b l e  hangar was u t i l i z e d  f o r  i t s  designed pur-  
pose f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  on 6 December when an H-34 was housed 
a g a i n s t  t h e  elements f o r  r e p a i r .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  " I n  coun t ry "  o f f l o a d  o f  BLT 1/3 and t h e  
back load o f  BLT 1/4 t h e  F i r s t  L ieu tenant  and CCO at tenddd a p lan-  
ming conference on t h e  Iwo Jima and a t  BLT 2/4 l o c a t i o n  " i n  coun- 
t r y "  near Phu Bai on 8 December. 

On 9 December, two LCM-8's were f i t t e d  o u t  f o r  psycho log ica l  oper- 
a t i ons f (Psyops )  by i n s t a l l i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  50/30 c a l .  machine guns, 
two hand grenade b a r r i e r s ,  bu l i d  i ng f o u r  wooden p l a t f o r m s  f o r  
we l l  deck gunners and mount ing Psyops speakers.-The above was i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  300 sandbags used t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  crew and a f t e r  50 c a l i b e r  
MG mounts. Crews were b r i e f e d  by t h e  OinC Beach Jumper U n i t  de- 
tacment . 



The Psyops m iss i on  o f  10 December cons i s t ed  o f  a  u p - r i v e r  t r i p  $0 

Dong Ha and a f t e r  an hour lay-over,  a  downr iver  t r i p .  No h o s t i l e  
r e a c t i o n  was exper ienced.  

O f f l o a d  o f  BLT 1/3 S e a t a i l  and t h e  remain ing elements o f  BLT 1/3 
on o t h e r  TG 76.4 sh i pp ing  commenced 'li7 December and waS completed 
by 24 December. Personnel, m a t e r i a l ,  e t c . ,  were boated t o  Hue and 
Dong Ha. 

Two LCM-8's were read ied  f o r  ano ther  Psyops m iss i on  on 22 Decem- 
ber .  Wi th  C leve land 's  BGC i n  charge and t h e  BJU Psyops team embark- 
ed, t h e  m i ss i on  was conducted a long  t h e  c o a s t  between YD18630/2 
and YD546527/9 w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h ' t h e  
smal l  v i l l a g e s  i n  those  areas.  E a r l y  i n  t h e  m i ss i on  smal l  arms 
gun f i r e  was rece i ved  f rom t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Th in  Tham Khe. A f t e r  
severa l  sweeps a long  t h e  coast,  t h e  s p e c i a l l y  con f i gu red  LCM-8's 
r e tu rned  t o  t h e  sh ip  f o r  d e b r i e f i n g .  Another sweep was made i n  t h e  
a f te rnoon .  T h i s  second m iss i on  drew heavy S/A f l r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
m o r t a r  rounds; no personnel  c a s u a l i t i e s  were susta ined,  b u t  t h e  
boats  r ece i ved  severa l  h i t s  f rom smal l  arms. I t  was noted t h a t  t h e  
absence o f  c h i l d r e n  o r  o t h e r  persons i n  s i g h t  can be an i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  VC/NVA a r e  p resen t  i n  t h e  near  v i c l n i t y .  The m iss i on  was 
eva lua ted  as be ing  most e f d e c t i v e ,  

C leve land observed i t s  f i r s t  Chr is tmas c e l e b c a t i o n  and proved t h a t  
t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  and Joy o t  Chr is tmas may be found even away f rom 
home. A d e c o r a t ~ d n ' o o n t e s t  between Departments produced most e f -  
f e c t i v e  r e s u l t s ,  The s h i p  c l osed  t h e  Iwo Jima on Chr is tmas Eve 
nBght t o  approx imate ly  250 yards  w h i l e  t h e  c h o i r  serenaded t h e  
LPH crew w i t h  t h e  same c a r o ! s  t h e y  were t o  s i n g  l a t e r  t h a t  even- 
ing  d u r i n g  t h e  C leve land ' s  f i r s t  annual candler  l g h t  se r v i ce .  The 
ges tu re  was wel l  rece ived .  

BLT 2/4 S e a t a i l  m a t e r i a l  and v e h i c l e s  were backloaded f rom Hue t o  
Dong Ha by LCM-8 on 26 and 27 December. On 28 December, 200 pa l  l e t s  
were staged a t  T i e n  Sha Ramp, Da Nang f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  
Wexford County, t h e  TG 76.4 S e a t a i l  sh i p .  

Back loading o f  BLT 214 main elements aws scheduled t o  commence on 
29 December, b u t  due t o  10-12 f t .  s u r f  a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Cua 
V i e t  and Hue R ivers ,  s t a r t  o f  t h e  load ing  was delayed u n t i l 1  t h e  
3 1 s t  o f  December, when 105 personnel ,  f o u r  pa l , i eTs .o f  m a t e r i a l  and 
70 v e h i c l e s  were backloaded f rom Dong Ha. 

High s u r f  p r e c l  wded boat  ope ra t i ons  on I January. 

On 2 January, C leve land backloaded 157 personnel  and 32 veh- 
i c l e s  from Col CO Ramp, Hue R i v e r  Mouth. Upon cornpletlun o f  back- 
load, t h e  s h i p  proceeded t o  t h e  v i c i n T t y  o f  t h e  Cua V i e t  R i v e r  mouth 
a t  twen ty  knots .  Whi le  enroute,  t h e  s h i p  r ece i ved  200 BLT 2/4 
a d d i t i o n a l  personnei  and 9000 pounds o f  sea bags by H-34 he los .  



Upon a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  +he Cua V i e t  R i v e r  Mouth, 3,400 
pounds o f  cargo, 22 personnel ,  and 2 v e h i c l e s  were backloaded 
f rom t h e  NSA ramp a t  t h e  r i v e r  mouth. I n  v iew o f  the,; f a c t  t h a t  
s u r f  c o n d i t i o n s  were s t i l l  cons idered u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  on 3 Jan- 
uary, f o r  s f e  LVT opera t ions ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  backload 
t h e  I ILVT's  by LCM-8. C leve land  a l s o  backloaded 281 personnel ,  
109 p a l l e t s ,  and one v e h i c l e .  Two LCM-8's were d ispatched t o  
Dong Ha t h a t  evening t o  remain o v e r n i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  load t h e  
l a s t  70 p a l l e t s  and a rough t e r r a i n  f o r k  l i f t .  Unable t o  r e c e i v e  
cargo ove r  t h e  s i d e  due t o  t h e  sea cond i t i ons ,  Iwo Jima w i t h  
CTG 76.4 embarked, depar ted Operea a t  031600H. d e s t i n a t i o n  Su- 
U i c  Bay. Due t o  C leve land 's  wet w e l l  ca rgo  hand l ing  c a p a b i l i t y  
i n  moderate-heavy weather, she remained i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cua 
V i e t  R i v e r  mouth t o  complete t h e  back load o f  a l l  remain ing BLT 
1/3 personnel ,  cargo, and v e h i c l e s .  

A t  0810H, 4 January Cleve land completed backlaad o f  BLT 2/4, 
hav i  ng embarked Echo and F o x t r o t  Companies, Wh'i skey and Hote l  
B a f t e r i e s ,  LSU aetachment, AMTRAC and Engineer P la toons.  I n  ad- 
d i t i o n  t o  C leve land 's  embarkat ion team, 61 v e h i c l e s  and 174 
p a l l e t s  were rece ived  on board f o r  dlurther t r a n s f e r  t o  LPH Subic.  
Upon grounding o u t  o f  l a s t  LCM-8, Cleve land proceeded independ- 
e n t l y  t o  Subic Bay f o r  upkeep. 



D a l l y  Opsum f o r  16 November 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Received approximately 740 troopswho were fed 1600 
. ho tmaa ls .  A l l  personnel FFT t o  Iwg Jima were fed 

whi l e  s taging.  
2. Received a l l  BLT I / 3  equipment backloaded today. 
3. Conducted I07 helo landing/ launchlngs. 
4. T t a n g f e ~ e d  t roop  mai l ,  35 p a l l e t s  o f  cargo and 200 

sea bags t o  Iwo. Due t o  I i m i t a t i o n s o f  H-34's p a l l e t -  
ized cargo had t o  be broken dawn. 

5.LCM-8's, LCM-6's, and an LCU made eight,six,and one 
docking respec t i ve l y .  

B. Comments 
I .Ac t l ng  as a s tag ing  s t a t i o n  f o r  he lo  and boat cargo 

i s  we l l  w i t h i n  the  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  an LPD provided t h e  
ma te r ia l  i s  no t  a l lowed t o  accumulate. T r a f f i c  f l ow  
pa t te rns  a re  l i m i t e d  and were s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  
and t a i l o r e d  f o r  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  hmphibious l i f t .  With 
t o o  la rge  a l ~ a d  on board, t r a n s f e r  o f  ma te r i a l  gen- 
era. l ly  necess i ta tes  a rashufr f l ing o f  t h e  laod w i t h  a 
huge e x p e n d i t u ~ e  o f  man hours .involved. 

2. Receiving t roops  FFT and conduct ing he lo  ops s imu l t -  
aneously presents a problem i f  t h e  upper v e h i c l e  space 
i s  occupied b t  cargo such as mai l ,  sea bags, and sup- 
p l i e s  c a r r i e d  f o r  t h e  Iwo today. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  17 November I967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Continued backload SLF A l f a  BLTl/3 provided 3 M-8's 
t o  PCS. Four th M-8 loaded w i t h  B a t t  supp l ies  back- 
loaded l a s t  convoy t h e  16th. During n i g h t  16-17 net ted  
t h i s  ma te r i a l  (Approxjmately 15 tons i n  23 ne t  loads) 
t o  f a c i l i t h t e  FFT t o  t h e  i w o i e i t h e r  by boat o r  helo. 

2. Completed t r a n s f e r  o f  BLT1/3 cargo loaded Tlen Sha 
ramp 14-15 Nov. f o r  FFT Iwo. Trans fer  cons i s t i ng  o f  
approx. 10 tons was executed p r i m a r i l y  by helo; both 
i n t e r n a l  and ex te rna l  loads ; 25 s o r t i e s  CH-34. 

3. Received dur ing  f i n a l  backload: Two M-35 and f o u r  M- 
105's FFT Washtenaw County Dang, Two RTFL FFT F t .  Mar- 
ion and approx. 5 tons miscel laneous cargo f o r  t h e  Iwo. 

4. Transferred$ by M-8 t o  two approx. 20 tons B a t t  supp l i es  
and cargo,. 

5. To ta l  he lo  s o r t i e s  f o r  day numbered 34, i nc lud ing  9 f o r  
passengers and mai l  t o  Bwo and remainder o f  cargc men- 
i n  para. two above. 



D a i l y  Opsum 18, November 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Upon a r r i v a l  DaNang commenced o f f l o a d i n g  o f  SLF ALFA 
veh ic les  f o r  rehab. Vehicles o f f loaded t o  b r idge ramp: 
(2 )  M-43, (4 )  M-37, ( I )  M-170, (6 )  1.05 Howitzers ( w i t h -  
ou prime movers). 

2. Off loaded v i a  M-8 a l l  Washtenaw Cty veh. and cargo t o  T ien 
Sha ramp w i t h  except ion o f  (2 )  p a l l e t s  of cargo, non- 
accomplishment due t o  LCM shortage due t o  unexpected 
requirements o f  t he  duty LCM boat, comseventhf l t  v i s i t ,  
and i nrep. 

3. Helo ops conducted I I landing/ lauches, a l l  pax. 
4. Comseventhflt v i s i t  a r r i v e d  1420H had p a r t i a l  t o u r  o f  

Cleveland and witnessed t h e  f o l l o w i n g  demonstrations: 
a. Re t rac t i on  o f  t he  hanger 
b. Lowering o f  t h e  upper v e h i c l e  stowage ramp fo l l ow-  

ed by jeep w i t h  tow ascending t o  f l i g h t  deck from 
lower veh i c l e stowage. 

c .  Launching o f  tanks by Mike-8 from we1 I .  
d. Return o f  ( 2 )  LVT from upper v e h i c l e  stowage t o  

sea and re tu rn .  
Departed Cleveland a t  1507H3. 

5. lnrep 6 i t h  USS Gra f f  i a s  (AF-29) received 50 sho r t  tons  ...- 
o f  p rov is ions .  

6. Cleaning f i r e s i d e s  No. 2 b o i l e r ,  e t c .  2001002 
B. Comments 

I . Non-return o f  cargo nets. 
2 .  Use of  Mike-8 as a du$y boat, a shortage o f  M-8fboats 

precluded o f f l oad ing  Cleveland. Recommend using an LCVP 
orLCPL f o t  t h e  duty boat f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  reasons: 

a. A m a j o r i t y  o f  duty boat tasks  do no t  requ i re  t i e -  
i ng up cargo c a r r y i n g  capac i ty  o f  a M i  ke-8. 

b. A LCM-8 can o r  should no t  make accomodation ladders 
due t o  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  damage especia l  l y  i f  t h e  see 
s t a t e  i s  rough 

D a i l y  Opsum 19 November 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  ComAleted o f f l o a d  o f  Washtenaw Cty biater;jal, (2 )  M-35s 
ando $20-' pd I l  e tsc.of  cargo. 

2. Made preparat ions t o  host  "So ld ie rs  Show" no show. 
3. Continue preparat ions t o  rece ive  SLF A l f a  equipment back 

a f t e r  rehab. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  20 November 67 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Continued backload BkT 1/3 , (5 )  105 How, (5 )  M-48 tanks 



and f o u r  p a l l e t s  o f  BA amno. 
2. Radm Behrans v i s i t  a r r i v e d  Today; 1330 demonstration 

o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  cargo handl ing and Stowage c a p a b i l i t y  
o f  LPD 1 nc l  u'd ing monorai-Is, launch and recovery o f  LCM-8, 
inspect ian  o f  cargo stowage area and u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  upper/ 
tower vehrc le  -ramp 'system t o  o f t f load from lower veh ic le  
stowage t o  f l i g h t  deck. Departed 1 530 H. 

3. Conducted he lo  ops o f  seven landings/ launchings a l l  PAX 
and mai I .  

4. Rat Pa t ro l  t o u r  a r r i v e d  1500H and conducted a handshake 
+our depart  i ng 4700H. 

5. Compldted cleani-ng f ~ i r e s i d e s  number two boi  l e r .  

-1 D a i l y  Opsum 21 November 1967 
Act  ion 

I .  A l l  equipment bac'kloaded w i t h  except ion o f  14 veh ic les  
undergoing rehab. 

2. Unrep 'ciorrductedt w i t h  +he USS Ponhatun l a  (AO- 148) received 
18 b o t t l e s  o f  cbmpressekl gas, 2 drum lube o i l ,  241m ga ls  
NSFO. Pumping t ime  69 minutes. 

3. Conducted 5 he lo  L/L. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  22 Novhber  1967 
Act ion 

I .  Transferred (3) tanks t o  FT. Marion t o  improve f l e x -  
i b i l i t y  o f  load. 

2. Received I p a l l e t  o f  rockets (2.75) f o r  UH-IE's. 
3. Received 8 pa'l l e t s  o f  r a t  ions; I pa l l e t  o f  meat from 

Washtenaw County. 
4. Respotted 'I oad- fa accomodate changes i n oporder. 
5 .  Hueys (31 UH-IEts rece i ved  on f l i g h t  deck. 
6. Condhcted 7 he lo  landi'ngs/launchi ngs 4 launches PAX. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  23 Nbvmber 1967 
Action. 

I .  Launched 3 UH-lh a?- 00640, recovered a t  1745 
2. Conducted 50 ca l  and smal l  arms f i r i n g  exerc ises f o r  

' al l boat  o f f  i-cers and' f he i r crews. 
3. Received two correspondents, one from UP1 and t h e  o the r  

from +he Aus t ra l i an  Herald Times. 
4. Conducted one he l o  L/L PAX 



- - Dai l y  Opsum f o r  24 Mvenibdr 1967 
I J Acf i on I . I .  

t .  

I .  Landed 440 t roops by LOM-8 and LVT. 
I . ,  2. A l l  scheduled arrd o n ' e a l l  ' s e r i a l s  dispatched on time. 

One non-scheduled t rans+er o f  thr'ee LVT's conducted a t  
1615. Before sending tn LVTts one MIKE boat made a sur f  
survey, anofher Mike-8 was used as a sa fe ty  boat. 

3. Helo ops; conducted 14 ladriching and 10 landings, re-  
fue led seven ' W I E  pres'entty on deck w i t h  one having a 
bad engine and badn dafueled. L i f t i n g  eye i s  on board 

, .  f o r  p ickup by CH-5.3-rsehedu led Saturday. 
Comnen t s  

I .  Emergency ramp dogs were damaged on LCM-8 numbers 864, 
929, and 932 due! t a  pmndin'g o f  heavy"seas wh i l e  re tu rn ing  
from t h e  beach. One dog each on LCW8 numbers 864 and 929 
were 'rep laced. bi+h standa'rd 7/'8 inch turnbuckle. One dog 
on hu l l number 932 . w a s  repai red by rep lac ing broken padeye. 
A l  t buats 8re  fiul bybpera t i ona l  . 

2 .  Remai n ing CVT dead-l i rted. ETR unKrlbwn. 

Da i l y  Opsum 25 November 1967 
Act ion 

I-Prepared downed W-tE f o r  CH-53 l i f t .  Present sked 
AM 26 November. 

2, 'Landed eletnents t h i  rY p l d o o n -  Co C. t h  i rd  tank Bat t .  
inc lud ing two M-48's on' south bank o f  Cua V i e t  r i v e r  

' mouth by Mi ke-8. ' 

3. Helo operat ibns wh i l e  rnaintalning ready deck as he lo  
sa fe ty  ship:  

a. Ten t / L  f o r  1x0 4b.s amno and 6500 Ibs r a t i o n s  
trans' fered t o  BLT 1 T3' m p a h  ies  ashore. 

. b. S'ik . C / t  f o r  Pax a'nd Ma i l . 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  26 Nbvmber 1967 
Act  ion 4 

I .  Conducted n i g M  unt-ep w i t h  USS Cacapon, received 73M 
ga ls  NSFO and .75 tons  o f  s to res  a l so  received v i a  
WHL the f d  low4 ng t rahScot  matkt-ia l FFT. 

a. Iwo Jimb I pc 176 pounds. 
4. Ft.  Marion 6 pc 1860 pounds. 
c.  Repose 10 pcs 447pds. 

conducted one MHL t r a n s f e r ,  I e n l i s t e d  FFT F t .  Marion. 
2. H-53 pick-up downed UH-IE and crew FFT ashore. 





2. Hosted s o l d i e r s  show personnel  f rom 1142H t o  1502H. 
3. He lo  Ops: Conducted 14 L/L a l l  pax excep t  two m a i l  drops 
4. T e s t  o f  u l t i m a t e  KY-8 system VHF range was s u c c e s s f u l l  

Dai l y  Opsum f o r  30 November 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  He lo  oae ra t i ons :  conducted 3 L /1  rece iued  685 pounds 
o f  t r a n s c o r  m a f e r i a l  f rom l y o  Jima w h ~  i n  r e t u r n  r ece i ved  
it from USS PI  a i T i  on  2 9  Nov. Rema i nder o f  he l o ops con- 
s i s t e d  o f  pax and m a i l .  

2. Unrep conducted w i t h  USS Al udra (AF-551, due t o  increas-  
i n g  wind and sea c o n d i t i o n s  it was m u t u a l l y  agreed t o  
conduct t h e  unrep a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  t ime .  Along- 
s i d e  a t  1552H, sea c o n d i t i o n s  rough, 10 f t  high,waves, 
w i nd f rom 068 degrees, 27 k t s .  Romeo corpen 050 degrees 
r s  10 k t s :  because o f  t h e  weather b o t h  sh i ps  had a yaw o f  
3-4 degrees and a p i t c h  of 10 degrees, t h i s  i n  t u r n  d i c -  
t a t e d  heavy weather s t a t i o n  keeping (180-240f-t). As t h e  
AF was r i g g e d  f o r  s ~ a l  l boys t o  , s t a rboa rd  a r egu l  us method 
was used FWD and a drogue method a f t ,  bo th  methods were r i g -  
g e t  f o r  c l ose - i n .  I f  t h e  C leve land  veered o u t  i n  excess 
o f  180 t h e  t r a n s f e r  ceased u n f i l  t h e  s h i p s  c l osed .aga in .  
The drogue method o f  t r a n s f e r  i s  cons idered unsa t i s f ac -  
t o r y  f o r  an LPD. The drogue me$ho,d does n o t  have enough 
t e n s i o n  on  t h e  ou thau l  t o  rnove.the t r o l l e y . r a p i d l y  un less 
t h e  spanwi r e  tends downward from del i v e y i n g  sh ip .  The h e i g h t  
o f  t h e  a t tachment  p o i n t  o f  an LPD i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  
on most o f  t h e  unrep sh ips  p rec ludes  a good ang le  t o  t h e  
spanwire.  Seven s h o r t  t o n s  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  were rece i ved  i n  
s p i t e  o f  t h e  elements and r i g s .  A lso  recommend t h a t  where 
p o s s i b l e  t h e  p o r t  s i d e  o f  t h e  unrep sh ips  be favored  f o r  
LPD's, g e n e r a l l y  unrep sh ips  a r e  r i gged  f o r  smal l  boys 
t o  s ta rboard .  

15 I t r  
Da i l y Opsum f o r  I December 4967 
A. A c t i o n  4 

I .  He lo  ops- conducted 14 L/L. r ece i ved  Tacron I I  de t .  A l f a ,  
4 O f f /  I I  en1 and baggage f rom Iwo Jima. 

2. Proceeded t o  DaNang harbor  anchored a t  1700, used LCM-8's 
t o  t r a n s f e r  Tacron 12 d e t  A l f a ,  5 o f f / 8  en1 f rom Washtenaw 
Cty  t o  Cleveland, a l s o  r ece i ved  two bags o f  FFT ma i l  
one f o r  t h e  Iwo, t h e  o t h e r  f o r  AC D i v  13. A t  1900 
Tacron I I  Det a l f a  landed a t  White E lephan i  . . 



Dai l y  Opsum 2 December 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Completed backload o f  sked BLT 1/3 rehab vehic les,  and 
o f f l o a d i n g  o f  M-50 (Ontos) 

2.Received 17 pcs of f r e i g h t  f o r  Cleveland, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
s i x  en1 i s t e d  personnel forfCddt+y. 

3. Received t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ma te r ia l  and personnel FFT t o  Iwo 
Jima; seven e n l i s t e d  men, Tacron 12 Det. A l f a  5 o f f / 8  
en1 men, one small bag o f  m a i l .  CTG 76.4 th ree  power 
supp l ies  and one VRC-46, Comphibron th ree :  two pcs o f  
ARFCOS m a t e r i a l .  

4. USS Mars accompanied C la rk  Cty i n t o  po r t ,  endeavored t o  
conduct in rep  t h i s  PM bu t  e a r l i e s t  Mars could accomm- 
odate Cleveland would be AM 3 Dec. Requested a sched- 
u l e  change t o  conduct such an inrep. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  3 December 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  A r r i ved  a t  DaNang a t  0800H, Mars (AFSI suppl ied inrep 
a t  IOOOH Received 2.5 tons  o f  stores, wh i l e  awa i t i ng  
in rep  p icked yp addi* ional  pers HMM 361 and 14 bags o f  
ma i l  FFT Iwo Jima. U/W a t  1130 t o  proceed t o  Cua V ie t .  
Endeavored t o  conduct e a r l y  inrep w i t h  USS Tolovana bu t  
due t o  her p r i o r  commitments t h e  delay would have been 
unacceptable. 

2. Rdvz w i t h  Iwo Jima i n  Cua V i e t  oparea a t  1615H. Trans- 
f e r red  59 pax, 14 bags o f  ma i l ,  t h ree  pwr suppl ies, and 
one VRC-46 t o  Iwo w i t h  10 he lo  L/L. Received f i v e  Pax 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  4 December 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Completed unrep w i t h  Tolovana a t  0051, received 2.5 tons 
o f  t ransco r  ma te r i a l  f o r  Repose and Iwo Jima. 

2. Melo ops had 17 L/L; 7 cargo l i f t s  w i t h  3,200 pds t o  Re- 
pose and 2500 pds t o  Iwo Jima. Pax t r a n s f e r  31 depart-  
ures, I I a r r i v a  Is .  

3. NSA DaNang requested svcs o f  a l l  q u a l i f i e d  KG-14 tech- 
n i c i a n s  ETN3 I-l ickie sent  TAD v i a  Comstock. 

Da i l y Opsum f o r  5 December 1967 
A. A c t i m  

I .  Conducted 5 he lo  L/L, pax 13 depart ing /9 a r r i v i n g .  



DaT l y  Opsum f o r  6  December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  Helo ops- conducted 18 L/L broken down as f o l l o w s :  
a. Pax- 15 f l t s ,  26 personnel departed and 21 a r r i v e d  
b. Ma i l  -one f l i g h t .  
c .  Cargo- 3  f l i g h t s ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  13 cargo ne t s  belong- 

ing  t o  A ludra t o  Cndstock FFT rece ived  sa lvops m a i l  
2. Another Cleveland f i r s t .  HMM 361 He lo  downed on board 

f o r  r e p a i r s .  U t i l i z e d  he lo  hangar f o t  f i r s t  t i m e  and t o  
max. advantage t o  avo id  r a i n y  weather. 

3. Prosecuted phys i ca l  f i t n e s s  program by means o f  i n t e r -  
d i v i s i o n a l  v o l l e y b a l l  tournament i n  upper v e h i c l e  stowage. 
F i r s t  d i v i s i o n  defeated M d i v  f o r  championship. Cleve- 
land cha l langes  any and a l l  SLF/ARG A l f a  v o l l e y  b a l l  
$earns. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  7  December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  A t  062200H s e t  c o n d i t i o n  I l l ,  mounts 31 and 32 manned. 
2. Commenced c l ean ing  o f  f i r e s i d e s  and waters ides on num- 

ber  one b o i l e r .  
3. He lo  ops conducted e i g h t  L/L w i t h  28 pax a r r i v i n g  and 

29 depa r t i ng .  The downed helo,  YN18, r epa i red  and laun- 
ched a t  1305H. 

4. ETN3 H i c k i e  completed r e p a i r  on t h r e e  KG-14 f o r  NSA 
DaNang and re tu rned  t o  sh ip  

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  15 December 1967 
A.  A c t i o n  

I .  He lo  ops conducted 2l:L/L. Two pax f l t s .  6  departed/7 
a r r i v a l s ;  seventeen cargo f l t s  de fe r red  3.5 t ons  MCI and 
hea t  t o  Iwo, s i x  t o n s  MCI and Heat t o  Tulare;  two m a i l  
f l i g h t s .  

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  16 December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  A r r i v e d  DaNang 160800H. 
2. Excess 105MM CTGS and unserv iceab le  90MM CTG o f f  load- 

ed a t  T i en  Sha ramp, s l i g h t  de lay  occured due t o  l a t e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Backloaded f i v e  rehab jeeps. 

3. Replacement 90MM was staged a t  T i en  Sha a t  1400H 660 
rounds rece ived  (22 p a l l e t s )  

4. Loaded ma i l  f o r  a l l  u n i t s ;  1.5 t ons  f l t  f r e i g h t ,  2.3 
t ons  o f  m i l k  and 14 pers  FFT lwo; 1 pax f o r  Tu la re .  

5. A lso  backload misc.  BLT 1/3 supp l i es .  
6. SSGT Frank l  i n  and 68 BLT 1 /3 replacements rece ived  a t  

1 800H. 



D a i l y  Opsum f o r  17 December 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  A r r i ved  p t .  Hopkind @70QH, discharged f o u r  Mike 8's, 
one peeloaded w i t h  BLT 193 veh FFT Hue t o  pcs f o r  Tu- 
l a r e  s e a t a i l  o f f  load. 

2. CTG 76.4 v i s i t e d  Cleveland from 0935 1245 t o  observe 
progress o f  s e a t a i l  o f f l o a d .  

3. One H-34 landed w i t h  low fue l  s t e t e  add i t i ona l  he lo  
dispatched from Iwo w i t h  250 g a l s  augas. Closed Iwo 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  r e t u r n  o f  helo.  

4. During l u l l  i n  s a e t a i l  o f f l o a d  t r a n s f e r r e d  LSU de t  15 
pers and 9 veh equip men)^ t o  Comstock FFT DaNang. Re- 
ceived m a j o r i t y  o f  Dong Ha FFT ma te r ia l  from Comstock. 
Remainder w i l l  be t r a n s f e r r e d  tomorrow. 

5. Four convoys dispatched t o  Hue, two convoys cons l s t -  
ing o f  seven Mike boats are ron. Cur ren t l y  reembarking 
one LCM-8 and 4 Tu lare  LCM-6's . Three boats preloaded :$;;I 
w i t h  s e a t a i l  equip f o r  f i r s t  convoy 18 December. 

D a i l y  Opsum For 18 December 1967 
A.  Ac t ion  

1 .  0600H a r r i v e d  Pt .  Hopkins ( e v t  1801) 
2. 0630H Discharged LCM-8 (Cleveland) from wel l ,  p l u s  4 

Tulare LCM-6's, LCM-8 and two LCM-6's preloaded FFT 
3 ~a*-EFTt~,kibe boats compfi sed f i f+h convoy saeta i l o f f  load . 

3. IOlOH cof ipleted r e c e i p t  of  a 1/12 and W2/12 equipment 
FFT Dong Ha from Comstock iaw r e f e r .  A (Op-order) 

4. 1519H when Cleveland 3 LCM-8'5 t h a t  ron  HUG were ground- 
ed i n  wel l  proceeded t o  rdvu w i t h  Iwo o f f  Cua V i e t  t o  
conduct t r a n s f e r  o f  personnel, 4.2 mortar  ammo e tc .  
per  boat. 

5. Transferdd 79 men, 1104 rounds o f  ammo (4.2 mor$&r) and 
1.5 tons  o f  F l t  f r e i g h t  t o  Iwo vk& Mike 8 's .  

6. Helo ops conducted 17 L/L seven o f  which were cargo 
l i f t s  t h a t  t r a n s f e r r e d  2.5 tons o f  m i l k ,  880 pounds o f  
ma i l  and f o u r  bar re ls ,  1000 pounds o f  r e f r a c t o r y  t o  Iwo. 
Conducted n ine  carqual f l t s  

7. Received by M-8 Iwo conso l i da t i on  ma te r ia l  f o r  W2/12 
cons i s t i ng  o f  5 M416, 90 seabags and f i v e  p a l l e t s  FFT 
Dong Ha. I n  a d d i t i o n  received 720 seabags f o r  companies 
C and D BLT 1/3 FFT Hue. 

8. Am in tend ing  t o  steam i h  assigned area, assume medivaa 
guard when Iwo departs  f o r  unrep when re l$ i ved  by Iwo 
tomorrow and proceed t o  Pt .  Hopkins t o  commence BLT 1/3 
o f f l o a d .  W i l l  pce-load boats t o n i g h t .  A l l  1/12 veh ic les  
staged a t  Hue FFT Dong Ha v i a  Cleveland w i l l  be back- 
loaded tomorrow 



D a i l y  Opsum f o r  19 December 1967 
A.  A c t i o n  

I .  Assumed PCS corr~menced o f f l o a d  &;t. 0700H 
2. 1904 d ispatched convoy no. one a t  0820H. Convoy a r r i v -  

ed a t  Hue r a m p l l l l H .  Dispatched l a s t  convoy a t  1555H 
t o  ron. 

3. O f f l o a d i n g  progress slow due t o  lack  o f  t r a n s p o k t a t i o n  
a t  Hue ramp t o  rece i ve  gear  (720 seabags e t c . )  and ex- 
p e r i t e  boat  unloading; c a s u a l i t i e s ;  and l ack  o f  T u l a r e  
boats  f o r  ron  convoy. 

4. Boat  s t a t u s  
a. Cleveland LCM 8-and n r  867 Cornsto& LCM-6 n r .  

403 ron Hue ramp l a t t e r  due t o  s t e e r i n g  casua l t y .  
5. Have on board 2 Cleveland LCM-8 and 2 Coms%ck LCM-6 

a v a i l  f o r  Dong Ha o f f l o a d .  
6. He lo  Operat ions; passenger l i f t s , 3  (17 passengers), m a i l  

l i f t s ,  one (one bag ou tgo ing  amd 22 bags incoming).  
7. Personnel casual i t y  FN L.F. B lake LCM 403 s u f f e r e d  

b ru i ses  on hand and s l  i g h t  lacerat4ons. Expect t o  r e t u r n  t o  
du t y  tomorrow. 

Da i l y  Opsum f o r  20 December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

1 .  2001 assumed PCS commenced o f f l o a d  0705H, f i r s t  convoy 
a r r i v e d  Dong Ha ramp 0910H. O f f l o a d  completed a t  1705H. 
Las t  convoy re tu rned  t o  Cleveland a t  1840H. 

2. 1102 commenced o f f  load o f  Iwo us ing  a v a i l .  LCM-8 boat 
a t  1635H. A n t i c i p a t e  complet ion o f  Iwo by 1930H. 

3. Boat s t a t u s :  
a .  Have on board USS Cleveland 3 LCM-8's and I Com- 

s tock  LCM-6 ava i  I ,  f o r  Hue o f f l o a d .  One pre loaded 
Cleveland M-8 ron  Comstock. 

4. He lo  ops, L/L were made t o  t h e  Iwo t r a n s f e r i n g  two per-  
sonnel, 150 I bs  o f  ma i l ,  medical  supp l ies ,  and C h r i s t -  
mas t r e e s .  

5. T rans fe r red  t r a n s c o r  rece ived  from Cacapon i n c l  6 C h r i s t -  
mas t r e e s  and FN L.F. B lake t o  Comstock by boat.  

6. Cleveland in tends  t o  con t i nue  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  load ing  Iwo 
Jirna t o  Cleveland. Upon complet ion , proceed t o  n i g h t  
steam area. W i l l  p re load  boats  as f e a s i b l e  du r i ng  n i g h t  
f o r  e a r l y  convoy tomorrow t o  Hue. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  21 December 1967 
A.  A c t i o n  



I .  Completed o f f l o a d  o f f  BLT 1/3 a t  Hue 
a. C m e n c e d  o f f l o a d  elements o f  BLT 1/3 0700H. Com- 

p le ted  o f f l o a d  a t  Hue 8449H. A l l  boats returned t o  
parent  sh lp a t  C620H. 

b. Three L/L were made c a r r y l n g  pax and cargo 
B. CoMmefits 

l.LSU det.  t rans fered t o  Cornstock FFT DaNang. 
2. Transfered t e n  Chrlstmas t r e e s  t o  Two Jima FFT San- 

c tua r y  . 
3. Provided one govenor assembly f o r  6-71 de ise l  engine t o  

NSA DaNang Hue det.  

Dai l y  Opsum f o r  22 December 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I .  Conducted psyops miss ion:  summqry 
a.Laun~hed two LCM-8 psyops boats 0730H. On northward 

run  received small arms f i r e  from v i c i n i t y  o f  yd 
531536. While i n  nor thern p o r t i o n  o f  sec tor  boats 
were advised t o  d iscont inue opera t ions  no r th  of yd 
5056 by CGll Junk. Boats returned f o r  deb r ie f i ng  
and f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  Relaunched psyops boats 
a t  1400H t o  conduct miss ion i n  southern sec tor  as 
s p e c i f i e d  . Boats were again f i r e d  on dur ing  two 
occasions i n  same general l oca t i on  as t h i s  morning. 
Boats returned t o  Cleveland a t  1545H. 

b. Psyops considered successful i n  t h a t  some reac t i on  
was acheived 

2. Helo ops; 6L/L were conducted c a r r y i n g  pax and m a i l .  

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  23 December 1967 
A.  Ac t ion  

I ,  Launched two LCM-8 0800H a t  P-. Hopkins. Cargo con- 
s i s t e d  o f  I-MRC-62 (Comm t r u c k  and t r a !  Per); o f f  loaded 
a t  Hue a t  1105H. Boats on board a t  1324H("' Received 240 
Ibs  of  t ranscor  ma te r j a l  v i a  S.I,T. 

2. F i ve  he lo  L/L were made 
3. Cleveland's  i n t e n t i o n s  a re  t o  proceed t o  n i g h t  steaming 

area and work up Christmas s p i r i t .  

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  24 December 1967 
A. Ac t ion  

I. Completed prepara t ions  f o r  a r r i  va I Santa Claus 
2. T'was t h e  day before Christams and a l l  through t h e  Cleve. 

Hol iday r o u t i n e  and devlne serv ices,  would you be l i eve  
The cooks and t h e  bakers they p rac t i ced  t h e i r  lait 
The i r  f a n t a s t i c  layout  would rea l  l y  be sharp 

3. ,Helo data; 2 L/L, pax and cargo 
4. I n  view o f  standown and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f r i e n d l y  



showing up on o u r  a i r  gadget, w i l l  r e l a x  AA defense and 
mod i fy  r epe l  boarders  b i l l  t o  p e r m i t  a n t i c i p a t e d  land ing  
o f  one s l e i g h  e i g h t  commanded by S. Claus. My f l i g h t  deck 
showing green l i g h t .  

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  25 December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  Received LSU d e t  p e r s  and v e h i c l e s  f rom Comstock v i a  
LCU . 

2. "Five veh i k l es ,  1 s t  L t .  Sherrow and 24 p e r s  o f  LSU d e t  
t r a n s f e r e d  t o  Cleve land v i a  LCU f rom Comstock. 

3. He lo  data; 5 L/L, pax, ca rgo  and m a i l .  

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  26 December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  A r r i v e d  a t  F;lt.Hopkins 0730H. F i r s t  h n v o y  en te red  r i v e r  
a t  0755H. Backloaded twen ty  f i v e  v e h i c l e s  and s i x t y  
seven pers .  o f  whiskey b t r y .  3/12 C.O. Capt. S u l l i v a n  
USMC. A l so  backloaded 120 o f  t h e  200 p a l l e t s  FFT Wexford 
Cty ;  a l l  boa ts  on board a t  1615H. 

2. He lo  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  
a. L/L 3 
b. PAX 4 
c. Cargo none 

3. In tend  t o  rendevouz w i t h  Tolovama f o r  unrep a t  approx. 
, 1830H. Dur ing  unrep wci:ll r e c e i v e  t r a n s c o r  m a t e r i a l  f o r  

Iwo Jima and Comstock. Upon comple t ion  o f  unrep. steam 
i n  area assigned, w h i l e  making p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  comp- 
l e t e  Dong Ha back l oad tomorrow. 

D a i l y  Opsum f o r  27 December 1967 
A. A c t i o n  

I .  Corr~pleted back load o f  BLT2/4 ca rgo  a t  1438H. 
2. Received advance p a r t y  ( IOpers )  o f  BLT 2/4. 
3. T rans fe r red  F l t  f r e i g h t  and pe rs  r ece i ved  f rom unrep 

w i t h  Tolovana t o  Iwo Jima by boa t  and he lo .  
4. T rans fe r red  spec ia l  c l o t h i n g  t o  Iwo J ima FFT CPR 3. 
5. A r r i v e d  a t  P t .  John a t  0700H. Permiss ion t o  e n t e r  

r i v e r  g ran ted  a t  0747 a t  which t i m e  f o u r  LCM 8 pro -  
ceeded up r i v e r .  A l l ca rgo  and boa ts  loaded on board 
a t  1438 H. 

6. Conducted S.I.T. w i t h  Iwo Jima t o  t r a n s f e r  two t o n s  o f  
h i g h  b u l k  t r a n s c o r  m a t e r i a l  . 

7. He lo  s t a t i s t i c a l  data;  L/L made were 9, Pax werel7,  
and 800 pounds o f  ca rgo  

8. I n t e n t i o n s  a r e  t o  proceed t o  DaNang IAW even t  2707. Pre- 
pare  sea t ra  i l ca rgo  FFT Wexford C f y  w i l l t r a n s f e r  Comstock 
t r a n s c o r  m a t e r i a l  v i a  boa t  am 28 December. 



The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  e x t r a c t s  t aken  f rom s i x  S i t r e p s  r e l e d v a n t  t o  
t h e  Psyops ope ra t i ons .  

Psyops S i t r e p  1 ,  22 December 1967 
I .  N ine  BJU I personnel  a r r i v e d  220701H by h e l o  (on  C leve land)  
2. Commenced EVT 2202 a t  0730H and launched LCM-8's 932 and 929. 

Psyops S i t r e p  2, 22 December 1967 
I .  A t  220837H LCM 929 rece ived  smal l  arms f i r e  f rom beach v i c -  
i n i t y  o f  YD 538545/0. Smal l arms f i r e  n o t  e f f e c t i v e .  No casua- 
l t i e s .  

Psyops S i t r e p  5, 2206002 December 1967 
I .  A t  0929 Psyops boa ts  w h i l e  proceeding n o r t h  a t  Approximate 
p o s i t i o n  YD 5057 encountered PCF which adv ised  o f  ops on beach 
one m i l e  no r t h .  1045 completed f i r s t  pass a t  no r t he rn  boundary, 
came about  f o r  r u n  south, 1105 was approached by CG I  I  j u n k  
w i t h  V i e t  Navy w i t h  US P e t t y  O f f i c e r  a d v i s o r .  D i r e c t e d  t o  d i s -  
con t i nue  ops t h i s  area due t o  ARVN o p e r a t i o n  ashore by 4/1 ARVN 
o u t  o f  Hue. Junk depar ted t o  nor th ,  1129 c losed  Coast Guard WPB 
t o  o b t a i n  any i n f o  p o s s i b l e  on ope ra t i ons  ashore and a u t h o r i t y  
d i r e c t i n g  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  Psyops i n  t h i s  area. Advised by WPB o f  
v o i c e  ca I I  s "Spot ty  Go I  f One" o r  "Seven1' as poss i b I  e c o n t a c t  
f o r  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and d e b r e i f i n g .  
2. Unable t o  i d e n t i f y  f u r t h e r  ARVN u n i t s  on v o i c e  c a l l s .  Suggest 
pursue w i t h  CG I l l  MAF. 
3 .  UNODIR w i l l  launch LCM-8's a t  1400H f o r  ops remaindhr p e r i o d  
o f f  beach between YD 5056 and YD 5453. 

Psyops S i t r e p  6, 2206452 December 1967 
I .  D e b r i e f i n g  o f  OlNC BJU and BGC d i s c l o s e d  t h e  f o l  lowing 
d e t a i l s  about  f i r i n g  i n c i d e n t  t h i s  AM: 
0837 Psyops boats  w h i l e  some 200 yards  o f f  shore r ece i ved  what 
i s  be l i eved  t o  be semi-automat ic smal l  arms f i r e  f rom sand dunes 
a t  t r e e  l i n e  about  50 yards  i n  f rom s u r f .  Loca t i on  n o r t h  o f  
Thon Tham Khe approx.  YD 531536/3. 

F i r e  be l i eved  t o  be f rom two p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
weapons f i r i n g  approx. Ten rounds a t  each LCM-8. F i r e  was ove r  
and a s t e r n  o f  lead boat, o v e r  and h i t t i n g  e s c o r t  boat .  No 
c a s u a l t i e s .  S ince area con ta ined  no h a b i t a t i o n  as  observed from 
LCM-8 and cha r t ,  f i r e  was r e t u r n e d  w i t h  approx. 100 rounds o f  
5.56MM and 80 rounds o f  50 c a l i b e r .  No observed r e s u l t s ,  no 
f u r t h e r  f i r i n g .  

Psyops S i t r e p  7, 2207192 December 1967 
I .  A t  1400H t h e  boa ts  once aga in  r ece i ved  f i r e  f rom t h e  beach, 
approx.  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  as  t h i s  A.M., YD 531536. Nega t i ve  
c a s u a l t i e s .  
2. Boats  d i r e c t e d  t o  c l e a r  and avo id  f u r t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
h o s t i l e  area. Cont inue p a t r o l  i n  remain ing p o r t i o n s  o f  sec to r .  



The f o l l o w i n g  surr~marizes m a t e r i a l  taken  f rom messages f rom 
CTG 76.4 t o  t h e  USS Cleve land d u r i n g  $he month o f  December 
1967. I n i t i a l l y  you w i l l  read a summary o f  re fe rences  t o  a 
Psyops m iss i on  on t h e  Cua V i e t  R i v e r  and i t s  p repa ra to r y  
stages; t h i s  w i l l  be f o l l owed  w i t h  e x t r a c t s  o f  t h e  s i t r e p s  
concern ing  t h e  Psyops and concluded w i t h  a resume o f  t h e  
CTG's message r e p o r t  upon t h e  conc lus i on  o f  t h e  m iss ion .  

CTG 76.4 's  message of1010719Z December 1967 proposed a Psy- 
ops campaign f o r  t h e  Cua V i e t  R i v e r  t o  suppo r t  t h e  Chieu 
Hoi program. T h i s  program was o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  combined 
Psyops p l a n  3-67 o f  5 November 1967. The CTG requested 
tapes  and o t h e r  suppor t  i ng 'i n t e  l l igence f o r  t h e  proposed 
broadcast  t o  be implemented on o r  about  10 December 1967, 
weather p e r m i t t i n g .  Accord ing t o  t h e  campaign p l a n  t h e  
broadcast  o f  CTG 76.4 c r a f t  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  area 
was t o  be made from t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Cua V i a t  t o  Dong Ha 
and d u r i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  on t h e  rimr. A l e a f l e t  drop ove r  
t h e  area was a d d i t i o n a l l y  requested t o  beg in  a t  100700H 
December . 
M a t e r i a l  r e q u i r e d  t o  suppor t  t h e  p l a n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a p r imary  
c r a f t  o f  one LCM-8 and i t s  crew, an e s c o r t  c r a f t  o f  an 
LCM-6, 2000 rounds o f  RPT, 2000 rounds o f  5.56 RPT 5.56 
MM ammo, 32 RPT 40 MM grenades, f o u r  M79 RPT grenade laun- 
chers,  a case o f  sea r a t i o n s ,  and t h e  mount ing o f  a 50 c a l -  
i b e r  machine gun on each c r a f t  employed. I t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  e i g h t  Beach Jumper U n i t  One personnel  would ope ra te  
t h e  psyops equipment f rom t h e  p r imary  boa t .  

A t  2109312 Dec 67 a message was rece i ved  by t h e  Cleve land 
a l t e r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  now t o  be from 220730H- 
t o  221600H December and 230730H t o  261600H o f  t h e  same month. 
The area o f  t h e  Psyops was bounded by YD 4263/5 RPT 4263/5 
YD 4061/ 1 Rpt, YD 5056/6 RPT YD 5056/6 and 4854/ 1 RPT 4854l'l. 
L e a f l e t . d r o p s  f o r  23 and 24 December were scheduled Pv r t he  
same message. 

I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l e a f  l e t  drops, t h e  f o l  lowing were t h e  . 
themes and t h e  requested l e a f l e t s ;  

A. Rewartd (General P r i c e  L i s t )  244-244-68 RPT 244-244-68 
B. The Chieu Hoi Program 244-195-68 RPT 244-195-68 
C. A l  l l e d  Power 244-157-68 RPT 244-157-68 
D. VC Defea t  i s  I n e v i t a b l e  244-256-68 RPT 244-256-68 

I n  t h e  f i n a l  p repa ra to r y  message f rom CTG 76.4 t h e  Psyops team 
was t o  be launched a t  220730H December a t  P o i n t  Sui and re -  
covered by t h e  Cleve land a t  221600H, t h e  same date.  Coord inates 
o f  t h e  m i ss i on  were a long  t h e  coas t  f rom YD418630/2 t o  YD 546- 
527/9. N ine  BJU I personnel  were t o  a r r i v e ,  by helo, on t h e  
C leve land  a t  220715 H December 1967. 



Psyops S i t r e p  9, 2211552 December 1967 
I .  Debr ie f ing  of  Boat O f f i c e r s  d isc losed f o l  lowing d e t a i l s  
p e r t i n e n t  t o  f i r i n g  i nc iden ts  t h i s  PM: 

A. A t  1430H wh i l e  c l o s i n g  beach t o  commence northward pass 
both Psyop boats received automatic weapons f i r e  from same 
general beach l oca t i on  as t h i s  AM. I n  a d d i t i o n  received f i r e  
from nor theast  corner  o f  v  i l  l  age Thon Tham Khe and from beh i nd 
boats turned over on beach i n  f r o n t  o f  same v i l l a g e  (YD 531535). 
Volume o f  f i r e  from d i f f e r e n t  loca t ions  on beach ind ica ted  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by a t  l e a s t  a dozen o r  more personnel. LCM 929 
bracketed by t h r e e  o r  more rds. o f  mortar  f i re. and received 
several h i t s  i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  ramp from small arms f i r e .  A f t e r  
Psyops speaker h i t  by shrapnel f rom mortar  f i r e  and p u t  OOC. 
Psyops boats returned f i r e ,  t ook  evasive a c t i o n  t o  c l e a r  area by 
heading o u t  t o  sea a t  f u l l  speed on z i g  zag course. No damage o r  
casua l t y  assessment confirmed on r e t u r n  f i r e .  

B. A t  1531H whi l e  approx 350 yds o f f  beach j u s t  south o f  
Thuh My Thuy (approx YD 5056) both Psyop boats received semi- 
automatic small arms f i r e  from wooded area 50-60 yds in land from 
s u r f .  Muzzle f lashes were a l s o  observed from small motor ized 
f i s h i n g  c r a f t  between Psyop boats and beach. F ish ing  c r a f t  
ceased f i r i n g  when Psyop boats turned away t o  c l e a r  area and 
cont inue miss ion and were f i r e d  upon again by unknown source. 
Two small mortar  rds. splashed a f t  o f  LCM929. F i r e  inc ident .  
Boats returned t o  Cleveland. 
2. Observations: 

A .  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  f i r s t  two inc idents,  vietnamese tranSmissions 
heard on boat common c i r c u i t .  

B. No c h i l d r e n  o r  o the r  persons were s igh ted  i n  v i l l a g e s  
d u r i  ng a f te rnoon runs. 

C. WPB whi l e  p a t r o l  l ing same area assigned t o  Psyops 
miss ion d i d  no t  encounter any f i r i n g  inc idents .  
3. Opinion o f  OlNC BJU and BGC: H igh l y  successful  mission. 



T h i s  i s  a  b r i e f  n a r r a t i v e  t o  serve as a  condensat ion o f  t h e  a c t u a l  even t  which 
occured d u r i n g  t h e  Psyops program which was conducted i n  t h e  Cua V i e t . R i v e r  
area i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  Chieu Hoi program. The program was proposed i n  combined 
Psyops p l a n  3-67 o f  5  November 1967. The i n i t i a l  p l a n  implemented on 10 
December 1967 p eceeded a secondary p s y c l o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a  se l ec ted  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  &uang T r i  coas ta l  area. The secondary Psyops was c a r r i e d  o u t  22 
December 1 967. 

As o f  23 December 1967 two m iss i ons  had been completed. Each m iss i on  was 
composed o f  waterborne broadcasts  us i ng  t h e  themes o f  Chieu Hoi, a n t i - V i e t  Cong 
propaganda, t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  rewards f o r  weapons; t h a t  Naval vesse ls  a r e  
r a l l y i n g  p o i n t s  a g a i n d  t h e  VC; t h b t  a  new p o s i t i v e  f u t u r e  cou ld  be found w i t h  
t h e  GVN, and p u b l i c i t y  o f  t h e  shor tage o f  food and medica l  s u p p l i e s  o f  t h e  V i e t  
Cong . 
Commands p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Psyops were t h e  USS Cleveland, Beach Jumper U n i t  
One, Det  F, ACDlV 13, CG l l  and 244 Psyops Co. 

The n a r r a t i v e  begins.  A l e a f l e t  drop commenced t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  0800 10 
December 1967. Two LCM-8's escor ted  by a  CG I I  armed j u n k  proceeded up t h e  Cua 
V i e t  R i v e r  a t  0830 t h e  same date.  Wi th  t h e  second u n i t  a c t i n g  as  a  standby t h e  
i n i t i a l  M-8 was mounted w i t h  equipment f o r  t h e  broadcast  o f  Psyops tapes.  The 
j u n k  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  p i c k  up p o s s i b l e  VC dese r t e r s .  A f t e r  b roadcas t ing  a  t o t a l  
t i m e  o f  4  hours  and 30 minutes,  d u r i n g  which t h e  boa ts  t r a v e l e d  t o  Dong Ha and 
back, t h e  mouth o f  t h e  r i v e r  was c l ea red  a t  1345. No i n c i d e n t s  occured. 

0730 22 December 1967 marked t h e  commencement o f  t h e  second miss ion .  Launched 
by t h e  Cleveland, two LCM-8's made two runs  a long  t h e  Quang T r i  c o a s t l i n e  
south o f  t h e  Cua V i e t  R i ve r .  The i n i t i a l  r un  occured between 0730 and 1200 w i t h  
t h e  second f rom 1400 t o  1600. L i m i t s  o f  t h e  r un  were t h e  coo rd i na tes  YD418630 
t o  YD546527. 

Small arms f i r e  was rece i ved  by t h e  boats  on t h r e e  ocas ions from t h e  shore 
and once from smal l  f i s h i n g  c r a f t  near t h e  beach. The LCM-8's r e tu rned  t h e  
f i r e  on each occas ion .  Numerous h i t s  were sus ta  i ned by each LCM-8, however, 
no s i g n i f i c a n t  damage resu l t ed .  

I n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  miss ion,  it i s  known t h a t  t h e  broadcasts  reached 
numerous c i v i l i a n s .  People stopped work ing t o  l i s t e n ,  c h i l d r e n  ran  a long  
t h e  banks w i t h  t h e  boa ts  and congregated around t h e  ramp a t  Dong Ha where 
t h e  boa ts  stopped. A tTen t i on  seemed t o  have been a t t r a o t e d  by t h e  
l e a f l e t s .  The m iss i on  was cons idered t o  be successfu l  on t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  
VC h o s t i l e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  psyops, cons ide r i ng  it as  a t h r e a t .  I n  r ega rd  t o  
t h e  h o s t i l e  f i r e ,  t h e  second and t h i r d  ins tances  were p robab l y  ambushes s e t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  psyops miss ion ,  s i n c e  a WPB t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  same area 
rece i ved  no f i r e .  The enemy observed a t  bo th  ambushes was a l l  male, ,and c l a d  
i n  b l a c k  pajamas. P r i o r  t o  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  on t h e  second and t h i r d  i nc i den t ,  
t h e r e  was a n o t i c e a b l e  l ack  o f  a c t i v i t y  o r  persons on t h e  beaches o r  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s .  Broadcasts d e f i n a t e l y  reached t h e  audience ' for  whom-they were 
intended, t h a t  audience be ing  t h e  V i e t  Cong. There was a b o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f o u r  
enemy c a s u a l t i e s  based on t h e  amount o f  ammunit ion expended, t h e  range o f  
f i r e  and t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  gunners. 



Problem areas cons i s ted  o f  l e a f l e t  co -o rd ina t i on  r e q u i r i n g  a 48 hour advance 
no+ice versus a two hour n o t i c e  f o r  ARG A l f a  boats  and psyops team. I n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  communications, some d i f f i c u l t y  was encountered i n  t h e  c o n t a c t  
o f  CG I I .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  communications between t h e  psyops boats  and o t h e r  
f r i e n d l y  boats  i n  t h e  area was non-ex is tan t .  

As a conc lus ion,  i n  rev iew t h e  psyops m iss ion  o f  22 December 1967 located VC 
res i s tance .  The VC reacted s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  psyops o p e r a t i o n  b u t  o f f e r e d  
no r e s i s t a n c e  t o  u n i t s  w i t h o u t  psyops c a p a b i l i t y .  Based on t h i s  r eac t i on ,  it 
i s  apparent  t h a t  VC t a k e  p o s i t i v e  s teps  a g a i n s t  psyops programs and must 
t h e r e f o r e  f e a r  l oca l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  same. The program was judged t o  be 
e f f e c t i v e .  

I t  was recommended t h a t  amphibious ready group a c t i v i t y  o f  t h i s  t y p e  be 
con t inued  a long  t h e  coast,  and t h a t  i t s  use i n  an expanded form be used t o  
l oca te  sympathizers and/or VC concen t ra t i ons .  I t  was requested t h a t  CTG 76.4 
be au tho r i zed  t o  con t i nue  programs o f  a  psyops nature,  s u b j e c t  t o  weather 
c o n d i t i o n s  and on a n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  bas i s  w i t h  h i ghe r  p r i o r i t y  opera t ions .  



Capta in  Rober t  A, Hogsed graduated from t h e  Un i ted  
S ta tes  Naval Academy i n  June 1944 (Class o f  1945). 

H i s  e a r l y  assignments were i n  t h e  des t roye rs  INGRAHAM 
and LYMAN K. SWENSON, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  Opera- 
t i o n s  d u r i n g  World War I I and post-war B i k i n i  Atomic Bomb 
t e s t s .  Dur ing t h e  Korean War, Capta in  Hogesd served on 
board t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  LAKE CHAMPLAIN. Other sea as- 
signments were on board t h e  des t roye rs  GAINARD, CONY AND 
most r e c e n t l y  t h e  RICHARD S. EDWARDS, which he commanded 
from 1962 - 1964. 

Capta in  Hogesd i s  a  graduate o f  t h e  Command and S t a f f  
course and t h e  Naval Warfare course a t  t h e  Naval War c o l l -  
ege S t a f f .  He has a l s o  served as personal a i d e  t o  t h e  
Commander Naval Base, No r fo l k ,  V i r g i n i a  and i n  t h e  Log- 
i s t i c  P lans D i v i s i o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Ch ie f  o f  Naval Oper- 
a t i ons ,  Washington, D. C. P r i o r  t o  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  
CLEVELAND, Capta in  Hogsed was a  member o f  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  
P lans D i v i s i o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Ch ie f  o f  Naval Operat ions.  
He has o r d e r s  t o  t h e  S t a f f  o f  Commander Amphibious Force, 
P a c i f i c  F l e e t .  

Capta in  Hogsed i s  mar r ied  t o  t h e  former Miss Margaret  
Douglas Stanton o f  Greensboro, N. C. They a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
r e s i d i n g  i n  Coronado w i t h  t h e i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  Sara Anne, 
Rober t  and W i l l i am .  


