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1. In accordance with reference (a), the following command
history for the period 1 January 1983 through 31 December 1983 is
submitted.
a. Command Organization Commanding Officer: Captain
William C. FRANCIS from 1 January 1983 through 31 December 1983.
b. Summary of Operations: BLUE RIDGE, in her role as

flagship for Commander SEVENTH Fleet,

homeport of Yokosuka, Japan.
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January and began a nine day upkeep. During this period, BLUE
RIDGE hosted the SEVENTH Fleet FY-83 Third Quarter Scheduling
Conference from 24 to 28 January. On 27 January, a command
inspection was conducted b Commander Naval Surface Group,
Western Pacific. The ship passed all areas inspected. When BLUE
RIDGE got underway on 29 January enroute to Manila, Republic of
the Philippines, more than 400 Philippine and U.S. civilian and
military guests were embarked on a guest cruise. The highlight

of the cruise was an air wer demonstration provided by VC-5
from Cubi Point Naval Air Station. The ship moored in Manila
South Harbor that same afternoon. On 30 January, general

visiting was conducted and 5,644 people toured BLUE RIDGE.

On 1 February, the shi got underway enroute to Penang,
Malaysia. While enroute, |numerous exercises and drills of
opportunity were conducted |with the USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65)
battle group on 4 February. |After an uneventful transit of the
Singapore and Malacca Straits, BLUE RIDGE anchored in Penang
harbor on 6 February. On 9 [February, the ship got underway for
Singapore and moored at the World Trade Center the next day. On
13 February, general visiting was again conducted with 3,839
people touring the ship. On the 1l4th, BLUE RIDGE departed
Singapore for Yokosuka. The ship transited to the equator,
crossing that evening at 1952 at Longitude 105-34E. The next
day, "Crossing the Line" ceremonies were conducted to cleanse the
ship of slimy pollywogs. On 17 February, the ship 3joined
rendezvous with USNS NAVASOT (T-AO 106) and conducted underway
refueling. On the 18th, while off Poro Point Missile Range, BLUE
RIDGE fired the telemetry BPDMS missile loaded in January at a
towed target, scoring a hit. | The ship continued on to Yokosuka,
arriving on 22 February for a short six day upkeep. On 1 March,
the ship got underway, and on 3 March arrived at Buckner Bay,
where she remained until the morning of the fifth. While 1in
port, CTF 76, CTF 79 and their staffs embarked for TEAM SPIRIT
83, a major amphibious exercise to be conducted in the vicinity
of Pohang, Republic of Korea. BLUE RIDGE got underway with
various other units involved in the exercise and conducted
rehearsal landings and formation steaming in the vicinity of
Okinawa and while enroute to Pohang. On 9 March, underway
refueling was conducted with USNS PASSUMPSIC (T-AO 107). The
following afternoon, all ships involved in the exercise anchored
in Pohang harbor to conduct pre-sail conferences. On the
afternoon of the 1l1lth, all ships got underway for transit to the
exercise area near Tok Sok Ri, with the U.S. ships and ROKN ships
following separate tracks. BLUE RIDGE was involved with the
exercise from 12-20 March. On 19 March, an underway
replenishment with USS CIMARRON (AO-177) and a vertical
replenishment with USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS-4) was conducted. On 20
March, BLUE RIDGE was detached, and transited to Inchon, KS,
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AMMUNITION EXPENDED

MOUNT 31 LEFT GUN
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02
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FEB
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MAY
AUG
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5
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rounds
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MOUNT 32 LEFT GUN

01
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26
17
13
02
17

FEB
FEB
FEB
APR
MAY
JUN
AUG
AUG
OCT
oct
oCT

12

-
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rounds
round

rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds

MISSILES

rounds

10 FEB STBD Cell #8
12 OCT PORT Cell #4

SRBOC

None

DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1983

MOUNT 31 RIGHT GUN
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26
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02
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MOUNT 32 RIGHT GUN
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26
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13
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FEB
FEB
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rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
rounds
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71 rounds
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UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENTS AND VERTICAL REPLENISHMENTS

CONDUCTED DURING

17 February 1983
USNS NAVASOTA (T-AO 106)
Fuel UNREP

9 March 1983
USNS PASSUMPSIC (T-AO 107)
Fuel UNREP

19 March 1983
USS CIMARRON (AO-177)
Fuel UNREP

19 March 1983
USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4)
Stores VERTREP

27 March 1983
USNS MISPILLON (T-AO 105)
Fuel UNREP

2 May 1983
HMCS PROVIDER (AO-508)
Fuel UNREP

16 May 1983
USNS NAVASOTA (T-AO 106)
Fuel UNREP/Highline Transfer

11 June 1983
USNS NAVASOTA (T-AO 106)
Fuel UNREP

24 October 1983
USNS KILAUEA (T-AE 26)
Ammunition UNREP

31 October 1983
USNS HASSAYAMPA (T-AO 145)
Fuel UNREP

THE CALENDAR YEAR 1983

Enclosure (1)




