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1 LCC19/16 f h t  

13 MAR 1974 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS BL E R I D G E  CLCC19) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H i s t o r y  

Sub j : Command H i s t o r y  (OPNAV ~ e ~ b r t  5750-1) ; s u b m i s s i o n  of  

Re f :  (4 )  O P N A V I N S T  5750.12B 
I 

E n c l :  ( 1 )  BLUE R I D G E  'Family  G r a m s '  f o r  months  o f  J A N - D E c  73 

1. I n  a q c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  s u b j e c t  r e p o r t  i s  sub -  
m i t t e d  f a r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 J a n u a r y  11973 t o  3 1  December 1973 .  

a .  Command O r g a n i z a t i o n .  Co manding O f f i c e r :  ( 1 )  C a p t a i n  
P a u l  H .  $ ~ e e r ,  U .  S.  Navy, 1 J a n u a r y  1973  - 20 March 1973 ;  
( 2 )  C a p t a i n  James D .  B u t l e r ,  U .  S .  Navy, 20 March 1973  - 3 1  
December 1973 .  

m 
b .  Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s .  BLUE R I D G E  s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

weeks of  1973  a t  t h e  U .  S.  Nava l  S t a t i o n  i n  San Dieqo ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  
She g o t  upderway 24 J a n u a r y  f o r  e l i g h t  d a y s  of  i n d e p e n d e n t  s team-  
i n g  and p g r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  Marine/Navy amph ib ious  e x e r c i s e .  
The s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Naval  S t a t i o n  2  F e b r u a r y  and r ema ined  
t h e r e  u n t i l  24 F e b r u a r y  a t  which  t i m e  s h e  s e t  s a i l  f o r  t h e  Wes te rn  
P a c i f i c  and h e r  s econd  dep loymen t .  Making t h e  cus tomary  t r a n s i t  v i a  
Hawai i ,  BSUE R I D G E  r e a c h e d  P e a r l  a r b o r  on 2  March. She l e f t  t h e  
n e x t  day  and r ema ined  a t  s e a  u n t i l  4 1 5  March when s h e  a r r i v e d  a t  
White  Beach,  Okinawa. Upon a r r i v a l  s h e  r e l i e v e d  t h e  USS PAUL 
REVERE (LPA248) a s  f l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander Amphibious Group O N E ,  
Rear  Admira l  W .  D .  TOOLE.  I 

BLUE R I D G E  s t a y e d  i n p o r t  w h i t e  Beach u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  t h e  
month.  Dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  i n  Okinawa C a p t a i n  J .  D .  BUTLER became 
t h e  s h i p ' s  t h i r d  commanding o f f i c e r ,  r e l i e v i n g  C a p t a i n  P. H .  
SPEER i.n inain deck  c e r e m o n i e s  on 0  March. 

BLUE R I D G E  l e f t  Okinawa on 3  March e n  r o u t e  t o  S o u t h  
Korean w a t e r s  where  s h e  and  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  o f  a  U .  S .  t a s k  f o r c e  
l i n k e d  w i t h  S o u t h  Korean f o r c e s  i O p e r a t i o n  GOLDEN D R A G O N ,  one  
of  t h e  l a r g e s t  amph ib ious  e x e r c i s  s w i t n e s s e d  i n  t h o s e  w a t e r s  i n  
s e v e r a l .  y e a r s .  

1 
R e t u r n i n g  t o  White  Beach 11 ~ ~ r i i ,  BLUE R I D G E  opened  i t s  

brows t o  a l l  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a  d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s .  Some 2600 
p e o p l e  t o u r e d  t h e  s h i p  i n  t h e  two day  Open House. 

The s h i p  f o l l o w e d  i t s  Okinaw s t a y  w i t h  s t o p s  i n  S u h i c  Bay, 
P h i l i p p i n e s  (26 A p r i l  - 5 May) a n  Hong Kong C7-12 May).  From 

t h e  s h i p  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n  PAGASA 

i Hong Kong i t  was on t o  Man i l a  Bay where  BLUE R I D G E  embarked s e v e r a l  
h i g h - r a n k i n g  members o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Navy who were  t o  r i d e  T I  a  j o i n t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - P h i l -  
i p p i n e  Naval  e x e r c i s e .  

I 



Following the maneuver, BLUE IDGE spent the last week of 
May inport Okinawa. Then came stays in Keelung, Taiwan (1-5 June) R and Sasebo, Japan (7-14 June). The final half of June and the 
first nine days of July were once 
that juncture Rear Admiral TOOLE was 

again spent in Okinawa. During 
relieved as Commander Amphib- 

ious Group ONE by Rear Admiral A. W. PRICE, Jr. The change of 
command ceremony occurred on 22 June on the ship's main deck. 

The ship finally left White Beach again on 10 July headed 
for the Gulf of Tonkin. She carried equipment that was needed by 
U. S. helicopters that were involved in clearing mined North 
Vietnamese waters. BLUE RIDGE spent two nights in north Viet- 
namese waters off the coast of Vin and Hon Matt before departing 
for Manila in the Philippines. 

I 
The Manila stay was short-lived, however, as heavy seas and 

high winds made it impossible to remain moored in Manila Bay. The 
ship moved down to Subic Bay for a 
to Yokosuka, Japan for an upkeep 

couple of days and then transited 
period (26 July - 5 August). 

Bad weather again plagued the ship after she left Yokosuka. A 
typhoon caused BLUE RIDGE to take evasive action for four days 
rather than pull back into White Beach. The ship finally moored in 
Okinawa 16 August. From there it was 
RIDGE spent an enjoyable six days 
apore early the morning of the 29th, 
cross the equator at Longitude 

on to Singapore where BLUE 
(24-29 August). Leaving Sing- 

BLUE RIDGE proceeded to 
105O26'. 

Proceeding back to Okinawa, she became the first SEVENTH 
Fleet combatant ship to refuel at sea with a commercial tanker, 
taking on tome 158,000 gallons of Navy distillate from the 
FALCON PRIIUCESS. 

The period 4-19 September was spent inport Okinawa and 
22-26 September inport Subic Bay. The Subic period was prepa- 
ration for PAGASA 11, another joint United States - Philippine 
Naval exercise. 

After leaving Subic to start the exercise, it was learned 
that one of our junior officers, E sign Michael LONG, was n missing. An extensive search was made of the ship and after 
long hours it appeared that the ship had lost a man. As Operation 
PAGASA I1 continued ships in the exercise kept an eye out in 
hopes of spotting Ensign LONG. Shortly thereafter good news was 
received. A Russian AGI, the KURSOGRAF, had been in the area and 
come across an American "sailor" in 
The sailor turned out to be Ensign 

the sea and had rescued him. 
LONG. 

With high-level messages flying back and forth from 
Washington, D. C., a rendezvous was set up between the Russians 
and BLUE RIDGE. A boat crew was sent to the Russian ship to get 
Ensign LONG and as a gesture of good will Captain BUTLER sent 
along ice cream, cigarettes and ot er souvenir items to the h Russian ship. The Russians reciproc,ated in kind. 



The t r o u b l e s o m e  t r o p i c a l  s t o r  s i n  t h e  Wes te rn  P a c i f i c  con-  
t i n u e d  t o  hamper BLUE R I D G E  a s  PAG SA I1 came t o  a  c l o s e  5 
O c t o b e r .  The s h i p  was t o  r e t u r n  t o  S u b i c  and  commence t h e  s t a f f  
t u r n o v e r  w i t h  t h e  USS DENVER (LPD9 . Anothe r  s t o r m ,  however ,  
a l l o w e d  f o r  o n l y  a b r i e f  s t o p  i n  S  b i c  and t h e n  i t  w a s  back t o  
White  Beach.  We a r r i v e d  t h e r e  7 Oc o b e r  and t r a n s f e r r e d  Rear  
Admira l  PRICE and h i s  s t a f f  t o  t h e  DENVER.  

BLUE R I D G E  s e t  s a i l  f o r  h e r  h  me p o r t  o f  San Diego on 8 
Oc tobe r  w i t h  a  g u e s t .  The g u e s t  wa 1 i n  t h e  form o f  a  f a s t  
p a t r o l  c r a f t ,  t h e  t y p e  u s e d  i n  t h e  back w a t e r s  o f  Vie tnam.  The 
b o a t  was i n  need  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  back t o  t h e  s t a t e s  and BLUE 
R I D G E  o f f e r e d  t h a t  chance  on h e r  h e l o  d e c k .  

BLUE R I D G E  a r r i v e d  i n  San Diego 2 3  O c t o b e r .  
A p o s t  dep loymen t  s t a n d  down p e r i o d  l a s t e d  u n t i l  26 Novem- 

b e r  a t  which t i m e  f o u r  d a y s  were  s p e n t  i n  l o c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

BLUE R I D G E  r e t u r n e d  t o  p o r t  a  t e r  t h a t  and remained  b e r t h e d  
a t  P i e r  6 ,  U .  S .  Naval  S t a t i o n  f o r  f t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  1973 .  

c .  qocumentary  Annexes.  E n c l  s u r e  ( 1 ) .  i. 
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