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USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760) COMMAND HISTORY 
APRIL 1992 - DECEMBER 1993 

I. Command Composition and Organization. 

A. Mission: USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760) is the latest in fast 
attack nuclear submarine technology, capable of deploying 
immediately anywhere in the world. Her endurance allows her to 
remain on station for long periods of time providing the joint 
task force commander with: 

* Early, accurate knowledge of the battlefield on which 
power may be projected from sea. 

* Covert striking power against critical targets ashore. 
* The capability to establish an expeditionary force on 

land. 

* The maritime strength to destroy an enemy's naval forces 
and to interdict his seaborne commerce. 

USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760) combines the traditional submarine 
force characteristics of stealth, endurance, mobility, and high - readiness for operational tasking. Specific tasking capabilities 
include the following: 

* Anti-submarine warfare 
* Battle Group Operations 
* Strike Warfare 
* Anti-surface warfare 
* Mining 
* Indication and warning 
* Surveillance 
* Sea control 
* Search and Rescue 
* Special Forces Operations 
* Allied Operations 

B. ISIC: Commander, Submarine Squadron Two 

C. Commanding Officer: CDR Robert S. Chapman 

D. Homeport: Groton, CT. 

Encl (1) 
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11. Chronology. 

11 APR 1 9 9 2  USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 7 6 0 )  commissioned in Groton, 
CT. at SUBASE NLON. CDR Richard J. Severinghaus, 
USN, Commanding. 

1 5  APR 1 9 9 2  Final Sea Trials. 

24 MAY 1 9 9 2  First port visit (ANNAPOLIS, MD) . 
23 NOV 1 9 9 2  Completed MK 4 8 ,  ADCAP, HARPOON, and TOMAHAWK 

weapons certification. 

0 6  JAN 1 9 9 3  Commenced Post Shakedown Availiability (PSA) 
at Electric Boat Shipyard, Groton, CT. 

0 5  MAR 1 9 9 3  CDR Robert S. Chapman relieved CDR Richard J. 
Severinghaus as Commanding Officer. 

07  JUL 1 9 9 3  Completed PSA. Returned to SUBASE NLON. - 
02 AUG 1 9 9 3  Port visit in Bermuda. 

2 2  NOV 1 9 9 3 -  First overseas deployment to the Northern 
2 2  DEC 93 Atlantic. 
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111. Narrative. 

USS ANNAPOLIS'S keel laying was conducted 18 June 1988. The 
ship progressed through launching on 18 May 1991, commissioning 
on 11 April 1992, and a multitude of certifications, 
availabilities, and inspections. Through the fine craftsmanship 
of General Dynamics, Electric Boat Division, and, more 
importantly, a highly motivated, exceptionally talented crew, USS 
ANNAPOLIS completed new construction and has taken its place as 
one of America's front-line submarines. 

USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760) is the 49th 688 class submarine and 
the 9th of the 688 improved (I) class submarines. Her new 
construction schedule stood, at time of commissioning, as the 
most accelerated building schedule of any 688 class submarine. 
Following commissioning, ANNAPOLIS spent the remainder of the 
year completing sound trials, weapons certifications, engineering 
certifications and inspections, and magnetic deperming. In late 
May 1992, ANNAPOLIS made her first port call, visiting her 
namesake city in Maryland for five days. This was a special - occasion marked by the extraordinary generosity and friendliness 
of Annapolis, MD citizens and paralleled by the Commissioning 
Week events at the united States Naval Academy. 

Entering the Post Shakedown Availability (PSA) in January 
1993, ANNAPOLIS was already one of the most capable submarine 
platforms in the world. As a 688(I) class submarine, her design 
represented several improvements over the older 688 class models. 
These improvements included the advanced AN/BSY-1 Sonar/Combat 
Control System, Vertical Launch System capability, a more 
powerful nuclear reactor, and the addition of bow planes to 
replace fairwater planes. During her six months of PSA, 
ANNAPOLIS was outfitted with Special Hull Treatment (SHT), new 
communications equipment, and many sound quieting alterations. 
On 5 March 1993, the ship's first Commanding Officer, CDR Richard 
J. Severinghaus, was relieved by CDR Robert S. Chapman in a 
change of command ceremony at the Nautilus Museum in Groton, CT. 

The ship returned to the Atlantic Fleet in July 1993 
following a brief post-PSA sea trial. ANNAPOLIS completed at sea 
operations from July to September 1993, participating in acoustic 
trials, torpedo excercises, various VIP cruises, and making port 
calls in Bermuda and Florida. Following an upkeep and workup in 
the fall, ANNAPOLIS completed an Operational Reactor Safeguards 
Examination (ORSE) in early November 1993. Shortly thereafter, 
ANNAPOLIS was deployed on her first mission to the Northern 

r Atlantic. 
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USS ANNAPOLIS ( S S N - 7 6 0 )  E N T E R S  THE FLEET 
By J o e  D i R e n z o  111 a n d  K e v i n  T h o m a s  

GROTON, CT - U n d e r  c l e a r  b l u e  s k i e s ,  w i t h  o t h e r  m o d e r n  s u b m a r i n e s ,  
s o m e  o f  whom t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  c o n f l i c t ,  a c t i n g  a s  a  
b a c k d r o p ,  t h e  USS ANNAPOLIS ( S S N  7 6 0 )  w a s  f o r m e r l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  i n  
c e r e m o n i e s  a t  t h e  N a v y ' s  l a r g e s t  s u b m a r i n e  b a s e .  

W i t h  t h e  A n n a p o l i s  H i g h  S c h o o l  B a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
m u s i c ,  a  c a p a c i t y  c r o w d  o f  o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  f r i e n d s  a n d . v i s i t o r s ,  t h e  4 t h  
s h i p  t o  b e a r  t h e  c i t y  n a m e  e n t e r e d  t h e  E l e e t  i n  a  c e r e m o n y  w h i c h  
h a s  b e e n  p a r t  o f  n a v a l  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  

V i c e  A d m i r a l  H e n r y  G .  C h i l e s ,  J r .  , C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  
S u b m a r i n e  F o r c e ,  a n d  t h e  c e r e m o n y ' s  C o m m i s s i o n i n g  O f f i c e r  c a l l e d  
S a t u r d a y ,  " A  g r e a t  d a y  f o r  t h e  N a v y "  a s  h e  o r d e r e d  t h e  L o s  A n g l e s -  
c l a s s  s u b m a r i n e  c o m m i s s i o n e d .  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C h i e f  R o b e r t  F r i z z o l a ,  
who s e r v e d  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n  D e s e r t  S t o r n ,  
u n f u r l e d  t h e  s h i p ' s  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  p e n n a n t ,  o f E i c i a l l y  p l a c i n g  t h e  
s h i p  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y .  

" S i r " ,  C o m m a n d e r  R i c h a r d  J .  S e v e r i n g h a u s ,  t h e  s h i p ' s  C o m m a n d i n g  
O f f i c e r  a n n o u n c e d  t o  A d m i r a l  C h i l e s  , " A n n a p o l i s  i s  i n  c o m m i s s i o n  
a n d  I h a v e  a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d . "  

" V e r y  W e l l "  C h i l e s  r e p l i e d  t o  t h e  n e w  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c b r  
a s  t h e  t w o  e x c h a n g e d  ~ a l u t e s , ~ ~ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s " .  

S e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c r e w  t h e n  r a p i d l y  b o a r d e d  t h e  3 b U - f o o t  
n u c l e a r  p o w e r e d  s u b m a r i n e ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  m a n n i n g  h e r  a s  a n  A m e r i c a n  
f l a g  w a s  h o i s t e d ,  a n d  a  c a n n o n  o n  s h o r e  f i r e d  d o z e n s  o f  s h o t s  t i t a t  
e c h o e d  a c r o s s  t h e  T h a m e s  X i v e r .  

T h e  c i t y  d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  h e a d e d  b y  M a y o r  A l f r e d  A .  H o p k i n s ,  
p e r h a p s  t h e  s u b m a r i n e ' s  m o s t  v o c a l  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  l o c a l  
s u p p o r t e r s .  I n  h i s  r e m a r k s  M a y o r  H o p k i n s  s a i d ,  " A S  a  t h i r d  
g e n e r a t i o n  A n n a p o l i t a n ,  I am e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
t h e  N a v y  h a s  h o n o r e d  u s  b y  n a m i n g  t h e i r  n e w e s t  :nosL: . c t l v s n c e d  a t t a c k  
s u b m a r i n e  a f t e r  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  c i t y . "  
C o n t i n u e d  H o p k i n s ,  " T h e  l i n k s  w h i c h  a r e  now b e i n g  f o r g e d  b e t w e e n  
t h e  C i t y  a n d  t h i s  s u b m a r i n e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  l o n g  l a s t i n g . "  

T h e  4 5  m i n u t e  c e r e m o n y  m a r k s  t h e  f i n a l .  m i l e s t o n e  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  
e v e n t s  w h i c h  b e g a n  i n  l a t e  1 9 8 8  w h e n  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  T h e  N a v y ,  
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  f a s t  a t t a c k  s u b m a r i n e  h u l l  n u m b e r  768 w a s  t o  b e  
n a m e d  t h e  ANNAPOLIS.  T h i s  s t a r t e d  t h e  n e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  t e s t s  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t a n d e m  b y  t h e  
c r c w  o r  1 5  o f E i c e r s  a n d  1 3 0  e n l i s t e d  a n d  t h e  s h i p y a r d .  B o t h  
g r o u p s  a l s o  e n d u r e d  f o u r  s e a  t r i a l s  o f  v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s  t o  F u r t h e r  
c e r t i f y  t h e  s h i p ' s  s y s t r m s  f o r  s e a .  

TAB C to E n c l  (1) 
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ANNAPOLIS Commissioned 

"This day really caps a very ardu0y.s period", commented Commander 
Severinghaus, who graduated from the Naval Academy in 1973. "The 
crew has anticipated this date as the light at the end of the 
tunnel for over a year. During any ship yard period the workload is 
high, and the schedule really tests our mettle, but new 
construction duty is unique and, at times, difficult, including 
various forms of shiftwork, which is tough on both the crew and 
their families." Concluded Severinghouse, "However - with the 
process now complete, each crew member goes to se&on ANNAPOLIS 
knowing she is a good boat because of their individual 
contributions to its construction." 

The new construction period has spanned some 19 months, and has 
seen the forming of the crew, the welding of the individual hull 
sections together to form the ship itself, and the building of all 
interior spaces including installing hundreds of individual pieces 
of equipment. 

Much of the time spent by the men during this building process has 
been to inspect and certify the work performed on the ship. The 
inspections required have ranged from visual checks alone, to 
actually testing certain systems at sea on one of the many at sea 
"trials" that the ship has accomplished. 

Though much of the crew's time is spent building the ship, there 
were several occasions when the crew and the city were able to 
build and strengthen the relationship that has formed between them. 
In May of 1991 some one hundred Annapolitians were in attendance in 
Groton, CT for the Launching of ANNAPOLIS at Electric boat. The 
fourth of July parade held in Annapolis last summer had nearly 30 
crew members marching in formation wiCh the ship's Commanding 
Officer riding in one of the parade vehicles. Additionally, the 
crew has made several other trips to Annapolis, including one trip 
to provide a cooking demonstration in the Annapolis Mall by members 
of the Mess Management Specialist division, the chef's of the ship. 

The ANNAPOLIS is, according to the Naval Institute's Ships and 
Aircraft of the U.S. Fleet, the quietest fast attack submarine ever 
created, with 12 vertical launch tubes, capable of launching the 
accurate Tomahawk cruise missile. The submarine also incorporates 
the latest computer/sonar system. Ni'cknamed "Busy 1" for the 
AN/BSY-1 integrated Eire control system, the Annapolis has the 
capability to acquire and track, both surface and submerged 
contacts, and project power ashore with the land attack version of 
the Tomahawk. 

All Los Angles Class submarines have been named after U.S. cities. 
The only other Maryland city with a submarine named after it is the 
USS BALTIMORE ( S S N - 7 0 4 ) ,  commissioned in 1982. 

TAB C to E n c l  (1) 
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Page 3 USS ANNAPOLIS commissioned 

, Three other ships have had the name ANNAPOLIS throughout U. S. naval 
history. The first w a s  commissioned in 1 8 9 7  a n d  w n s  n 168-foot 
gunboat. Serving in the Spanish-American war, and latter as a 
training vessel and station ship. In 1920 the Pennsylvania State 
Nautical School was assigned PGlO for use as a school ship and 
nearly 670 cadets earned their diplomas while training a b o ; i r d  
I1 Annie" by the time she was stricken from the Naval Registry. 

The second ANNAPOLIS commissioned in 1944 was a patrol boat, 
manned by the Coast Guard. The vessel served with distinction in 
the Atlantic convoy system, which helped stem the success of the 
German U-Boat fleet during World War 11. Transferred to the 
Pacific in 1945 she again served by hunting submarines until 
decommissioned in 1946. 

The third vessel to bear the name ANNAPOLIS was the navy's first 
major communications relay ship (AGMRl), the reclassified world war 
I 1  aircraft carrier GILBERT ISLAND. In 1964, the newly 
commissioned vessel was sent off the coast of Vietnam to assist in 
communications between naval units and ashore combat sites. To her 
distinction, the third ANNAPOLIS earned the Meritorious Unit 
Commendation for support 'provided to the 7th Fleet, and received 
eight battle stars for participation in campaigns from 1965 to 
1969. In 1976, after proudly serving the fleet, the third 
ANNAPOLIS was decommissioned. 

With the commissioning of ANNAPOLIS the Navy will enhance it ' s long 
standing relationship it has enjoyed with the city of Annapolis. 
For two years a City-sponsored commemorative committee, initially 
chaired by Annapolis resident Dr. James Brianas, and later by 
Arnold resident Knute Aarsand has served as a focal point for all 
local activities. The Annapolis Council of the Navy League, and 
the local Fleet Reserve Club have also been involved in supporting 
crew visits. 

"Each time a member of the crew has visited the city, he has been 
treated superbly. Everyone we have met, from Chick and Ruth's 
Chick Levitt to Tom Negri at the Loews. has welcomed us with open 
arms," commented the boat's senior enlisted member Master Chief 
Tom Punda. "The crew can not wait until we actually bring the boat 
up the Chesapeake Bay for a visit to the city." 

TAB C to Encl (1) 


