
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 
FPO NEW YORK 09564-1 707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

5757 
Ser LPD~-NAV/I'L'L 
28 August 1989 

From: Camanding Officer, USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 
To: Director of Naval History (OP-OSBH), Washington Navy Yard, 

Washington, DC 20370 

Subj: 1988 C C M W W  HISTORY Fa3 USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl: (1) Welcome Aboard Pamphlet 
(2) Comnand History 1988 Chronology 
(3) Comnand History 1988 Narrative - 
(4) Current Ship's-Photo 

1. As required by reference (a), the 1988 Comnand History for USS 
AUSTIN (LPD-4) is forwarded. 

s'. D./GASTAR 

Copy to: 
W H I  BRCN TWELVE 



MIXED LITTLE CREEK, NAVAL NPHIBIOUS BASE. WOERED 
TO REPLACE USS P C K E  FOR M9RG 1 - 8 8 BLUE/CREEN WATER 
kvmKu=S. 

01 JAN 88 

U/W EI\ROUTE M3RD-1EAD CITY, N=: TO E M 3 M  M I N E S .  

U / W  ENiCUTE ISLE DE V IEQUES AI\D PUERTO RICAN OPAREA 
VIA STOP OVER CNSLW BAY FOR TRAININ=; EXERCISES. 

18 JAN 88 U /W Ef\ROUTE ROOSEVELT ROADS FOR FRESMNATER WASHX;VUN/ 
BACKLOAD. 

U/W oWC4JTE NAVAL BASE NORFCLK (NOB). 20-27 JAN 88 

28 JAN - 
05 FEB P I E R S I E  NORFCLK UPKEEP. 

U/W EfWWTE NEW ORLEANS FOR M4RDI CRAS 05-09 FEB 88 

10-17 FEB 88 PIERSIDE NEW UUEPNS 

18-21 FEB 88 

22 FEB - 
21 lv14R PIERSIDE NOB FC+I TRAINING AN) MINTR\IAI\K3E 

22 FEB 88 

MXAS OFFLOAD. NCX\I-NUCLEAR CEN4NCE HAf'QLING 
CERTIFICATION BOARD. 

25 FEB 88 

SMI (SUPPLY WTERIAL INSPECTION) ASSIST VISIT .  26 FEB 88 

14 M4R 88 

21-25 M 88 

22 M4R 88 

CQvPHIBRCN 12 PRE-INSLRV TEN4 BOARDS. 

INSLRV. HAZAW_-XXJS WTERIAL INSPECTION. 

U/W VIRGINIA CAPES (VACAPES) OPAREA FOR INSLRV MI. 
DEGAUSSING R W .  R E T W  TO NOB. 

INSLRV CRITIQUE. 

PIERSIDE NOB. 

11-12 APR 88 U / W  M O U T E  MIXEHEAD CITY, NC TO W A R K  M I N E S .  
TO PARTICIPATE I N  EXERCISE OCEAN VENTURE '88.  
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12-18 APR 88 

23 APR 88 

25-29 APR 88 

29-30 APR 88 

3 M Y  88 

4 W Y  88 

6 M Y  88 

16-17 AUG 88 

18-19 AUG 88 

24-25 A& 88 

02-11 SEP 88 

12-14 SEP 88 

14-28 SEP 88 

28-30 SEP 88 

U/W ENIOUTE I SLE DE V I EWES AN3 P E R T 0  RICAN OPAREA 
VIA CNSLW BAY, NC FOR PlvPHIBIOUS OPERATIWL 
TRAINING M I N G  D(ERCISE OCEAN VENTLRE 88. 

U/W M O U T E  ROOSEVELT ROADS FOR WASH W/BACKLOAD.  

U / W  EI\ROUTE MIRMEAD CITY, NC. 

U/W EWOUTE NDB NORFOLK, VA. 

WI SKEY ANCHORAGE FOR OFFLOAD OF W I T  I a V  

bfIRED NDB NORFOLK, VA. 

M3VED TO M3aV ENGINERING, PORTWtXTH, VA FOR PM4 
( P L W  WINTENANCE ACTIVITY). PM9 SCHEGUED FOR 
6 M Y  - 25 AUG. EVOLUTIONS THAT OCURRED W I L E  AT 
MKWENGINEERING: SUPPLYWTERIAL INSPECTION (SMI),  
SLRFACE WARFARE TRAINING WEM, CNSL K~M~VSLRFLANT ) 
M D I C A L  OFFICER REVIEW, CNSL AVIATICN ASSIST VISIT ,  
NAEC (NAVAL AVIATIaV ENGINEERING CENTER) TECH ASSIST 
VISIT ,  SM4LL BQAT TRAINING, ELEVATOR ASSESSMI\IT 
VISIT, EOSS (NIMERING OPERATING SEQUENCE SYSTEM), 
SQUADRON LIGHT OFF EXPM AN3 DOCK TRIALS. 

FAST CRUISE 

U/W VACAPES FOR SEA TRIALS. 

U / W  VACAPES FCR F I W L  SEA TRIALS. 

U/W VACAPES FOR INIIEPENDENT STEPMING/TRAINING: GQ, 
FIRE FIQ-ITING, W C N S  TRAINING, AN3 PREPS FOR TCAT 
AI\D WRG 1-89. 

YCRKTCMN NAVAL WEAPONS STATION FOR PMvUVITICN 
CNLOAD. 

PIERSIDE NOB NORFCLK, VA. 

U/W VACAPES FOR EMTT (EKINEERING M3BILE TRAINING 
TEPM) . 
U / W  ONSLCW BAY FOR TCAT (TYPE CCMVW\DERS PlvPH I B I OUS 
TRAINING). 

PIERSIDE NOB NORFOLK, VA, PREDEPLOWT PREPS. 
INCLlDING: I W V ,  PMS ASSIST VISIT ,  SAFETY SMVEY, 
TROOP HABITABILITY INSPECTION, M A T  (NXLEARWEAPCNS 
ASSESSMENT TEPM), W T  ASSIST VISIT ,  CABLEWAY 
INSPECTION, MSSG LOAD OUT, CNSL 3M TRAINING TEPM 
VISIT,  RIGID RAIDER CRAFT CRADLE N O A D ,  FLIGHT DECK 
RESLRFACING, CNSL ARE (AVIATION READINESS 
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23 NOV 88 

28-30 NOV 88 

01-06 DEC 88 

07-11 DEC 88 

12-13 DEC 88 

14 DEC 88 

14 DEC 88 

15 DEC 88 

28 DEC 88 

30 DEC 88 

31 DEC 88 

EVALUATION) INSPECTION, NAEC CERTIFICATILJ\J, 
INSPECTION, RETENTION ASSIST, REFUEL DFM AN3 FV1OGAS, 
AN3 SOSMiC SERVICES. 

U/W FOR M G  1-89 GREEN/BLUE WATER WOW(UPS EI\ROUTE 
ISLE DE VIEQUES VIA MFiEHEAD CITY, NI= AN3 ONSLW 
BAY OPERATING AREA. 

RETUFWED NO5 NORFOLK, VA. 

U/W VACAPES FOR OPPE. 

PIERS IDE NOB FOR OPPE RE-EXPM PREPS. 

U/W FCR OPPE RE-EXAM TRAINING. 

U/W VACAPES FOR OPPE R E - E M .  

WISKEY ANCHORAGE FOR  ITI ION CNLOAD. 

M3VE PIERSIDE NOB NXFOLK, VA M K E  PO4 
(PRE-OVERSEAS MDVEIVENT) PERIOD. 

SHIP'S af l ISTM4S PARTY. 

LOAD TWO YP'S FOR TRANSFER TO EGYPT. 

U / W  MARG 1-89 EDITERRANEPN DEPLOM\/U\IT. W O U T E  
M3RMEAD CITY. 

LOAD M I N E S .  U / W  ENIOUTE IVEDITEFFUWlEAN SEA AND 
SIXTH FLEET DUTIES. 
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1988 Comnenced with USS AUSTIN moored to the Dog Leg Quay Wall at 

Naval Pmphibious Base, Little Creek. Shortly after the first of 

January, she was ordered to replace USS PUKE during tvt4RG 1-88 

Work-Ups as USS PUCE was assigned other duties. Therefore, on the 

7th of January we departed Little Creek, loaded LCU 1656 and 

transited to Morehead City, NC to load Marines for training. 

Following this brief stop in Morehead City, USS AUSTIN, USS I W  

J I W ,  USS HENITAGE, USS EL PAS0 and USS HARLAN W T Y  with 

CO\/PHIBRON EIWT as OTC embarked onboard USS IW J I M 4  conducted 

training exercises Onslow Bay, NZ and then proceeded on to the Isle 

of Vieques and the Puerto Rican OPAREA. After five days of honing 

our skills in amphibious assault, non-combatant evacuation (NEO), 

mass casualty training, general quarters, fire fighting, gunnery 

and various other training, we arrived at Roosevelt Roads on 15 

January 1988 for equipment washdown and backload. On the 20th of 

January USS AUSTIN once again set sail for home. Stopping only 

long enough to offload Marines in Morehead City, we returned to 

Norfolk Naval Base on the 28th of the month with the honor of being 

named the "TOP OPERATORn. 

USS AUSTIN remained in Norfolk until the 5th of February when we 

departed for New Orleans and Mardi Gras! During this period we 

conducted a burial at sea, engineering training and a Guest of the 

Navy Cruise program. Arriving at New Orleans on 10 February we 
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spent 8 fun filled days enjoying the festivities and then returned 

home, arriving in Norfolk on the 22nd of February. 

Upon arrival in Norfolk CQvPHIBRON 4 embarked his pennant in USS 

AUSTIN. On the 25th of February there was a Mogas offload and a 

Non-Nuclear Ordnance Handling assist visit. The following day 

there was a S~lpply Material Inspection (SMI) Assist visit. The 

rest of February and until the 21st of March we prepared for the 

I N S M V  Inspection. On the 14th of March a7VPHIBRCN 12 sent a Pre- 

I N S M V  Team onboard for a look at preparations. 

On the 21st of March the INSlRV comnenced with a hazardous material 

inspection and a damage control inspection. The following day 

USS AUSTIN proceeded to the VACAPES OPAREA for the underway port ion 

of the INSlRV inspection. We conducted degaussing runs, full power 

trials, a combat systems assessment and a countermeasures washdown 

test returning to I\T)B that same evening. The inspection continued 

for three more days and the critique was held on the 25th of the 

month with CUWHIBGFU TWO and CQvPHIBRON TWELVE attending. 
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From the 25th of March until the 11th of April USS AUSTIN remained 

inport Norfolk conducting maintenance. We were then ordered to 

participate in "Ocean Venture;" On the 11th of April we departed 

Norfolk, embarked LCU 1655 and proceeded to Morehead City, NC to 

embark Marines, arriving there on the 12th. We departed the same 

day for Isle of Vieques, Puerto Rico in company with USS 

WADALCANAL, USS CHARLESTCN, USS SUVITER, and USS W E R  with 

CDFHIBRON SIX as OTC embarked in USS GUDALCPNAL. Following a 

short stop in Onslow Bay for rehearsal training we arrived in the 

Puerto Rican OPAREA on the 18th of April where we conducted 

amphibious assault training. On the 23rd we transited to Roosevelt 

Roads, Puerto Rico for two days, then back to Morehead City, N2 by 

the 29th and home to Norfolk on the 30th. 

On the 3rd of May USS AUSTIN moved to Whiskey anchorage to offload 

amnunition in preparation for a four month phased maintenance 

availability at Moon Engineering beginning on the 6th. We remained 

at Moon Engineering in Portsmouth, VA, until the 25th of August. 

While at Moon the following training and inspections took place: 

SMI (Supply Material Inspection), Surface Warfare Training Week, 

CNSL (CCMWVSCRFLANT) Aviation Assist Visit; NAEC (Naval Aviation 

Engineering Center) technical assist visit, small boat training, 

elevator assessment, EOSS (Engineering Operating Sequence System) 

visit and CUWHIBRI1V TWELVE Light Off Exam. Dock trials began on 

the 15th of August. Fast Cruise was conducted on the 16th and 

17th, and sea trials on the 18th and 19th. Final sea trials were 

the 24th and 25th of August, after which we moored at Norfolk Naval 
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Base and comnenced backload of repair parts and fuel until the 2nd 

of September. 

On the 2nd of September USS AUSTIN proceeded to the VACAPES OPAREA 

for nine days of independent steaming exercises in order to get our 

sea legs back. During this time we conducted "Limited Type 

Training," including general quarters, engineering drills, fire 

fighting, gun quarters, etc, in preparation for M4RC 1-89 workups 

and deployment. We moored at Yorktown Naval Weapons Station to 

load anmunition on the 12th and 13th and returned to Norfolk on 

the 14th. 

The remaining days of September were filled to capacity by the 

following: Phase one of the CSRR (Combat Systems Readiness 

Review), Auxiliary Systems Readiness Review, Mogas assist visit, 

SGSI (Stabilized Glideslope Indicator) certification visit, a wind 

indicator certification visit, M assist visit, and a CUvPHIBR~ 

-TUO Marine berthing courtesy inspection, 27-30 September we 

embarked EMTT (Engineering Maintenance Training Team) to assist in 

our OPPE preparations. 

On the 3rd of October the ship was once again underway to 

participate in TCAT (Type Comnanders Pmphibious Training) in the 

Onslow Bay area returning to Norfolk on the 7th where we remained 

until the 30th of the month conducting an IM4V (Intermediate 

Maintenance Availability). This period was exceptionally busy and 

included the following: a shipboard sanitization device visit, 
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flight deck resurfacing, the second phase of CSRR, PMS assist 

visit, the safety survey, a troop habitability inspection, nuclear 

weapons assessment team visit, CHT assist visit, cableway 

inspection, MSSG loadout, CNSL 3M Training teamvisit, Rigid Raider 

Craft cradle onload, a CNSL ARE (Aviation Readiness  valuation), 

W E C  Flight Deck Certification, a C m n d  Inspection, a Retention 

Team Visit, and Mogas onload. 

The month of November was dedicated primarily to the M4RG 1-89 

Blue/Green Water Work-ups. This again took place in Onslow Bay and 

the Puerto Rican OPAREA around the Island of Vieques. We departed 

Norfolk on the 2nd in company with USS GUADALCANAL, USS WIDBEY 

ISLAMI, USS SPARTANBLRG COUVTY and USS NEWPORT with COvPHIBRON TWO 

as OTC. Stopping first in Morehead City on the 3rd to pick up 

Marines, we transited to Onslow Bay for rehearsal landing training, 

then to the Isle of Vieques and the Puerto Rican OPAREA for more 

training arriving there on the 12th. After a brief stop in 

Roosevelt Roads on the 14th we returned via Morehead City to 

Norfolk Naval Base on the 23rd of November. 

The Propulsion Examinating Board arrive the 28th of November for 9 
PPE. After an intense three day period USS AUSTIN failed for fire 

fighting deficiencies during the main space fire drill and 

watchstander lack of knowledge. OPPE re-examination preps were 

conducted pierside from 1-6 December with 7 through 1 1  December 

for engineering casualty control drills with the engineering mobile 

training team embarked. Every thing was ready when the PEB team 
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returned 12 through 13 December for re-examination. The long 

months and countless hours of preparation paid off as AUSTIN passed 

the OPPE with high marks in most areas including the main space 

fire drill. With OPPE complete USS AUSTIN anchored at Whiskey 

anchorage for amnunition onload on the 14th of December. The pre- 

overseas movement period comnenced on the afternoon of 14 December 

to allow a portion of the crew leave for the holidays. On the 15th 

of December an all hands Christmas party was held. 

December 28th saw the loading of two 80 ton YP patrol craft, YP- 

663 and YP-665, formerly belonging to the U.S. Naval Academy, for 

transfer to the Egyptian Naval Academy. Finally, on 30 December 

1988, USS AUSTIN got underway for MARG 1-89, a six month 

Mediterranean deployment. The last day of 1988 saw USS AUSTIN in 

Morehead City loading Marines which included elements of 22 MSSG, 

Kilo Company and an 81mnmortar platoon. 
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