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Command H i s t o r y  - 197% Supplement 

I, Chronology o f  Outstanding Events 

Date - Event 

9 January Continued deployment w i t h  Amphibious Squadron 
TWO on Med 3-70 

6 Jan - 9 Jan Embarked A$W Re1 a copters f a r  exercfs\es <wi th  
CTF 60,2 I n  the  Western Mediterranean 

12 Jan - 23 Jan Conducted amph-i bious landf ng- exerc ises a t  
Asanci Bay, Sasdi n l a  

9 February Conducted beach survey. o f  Mi los,  Greece f o r  
future amphibious exercises, 

11 Feb - 14 Feb Conducted arnphibhus 4 andf ng. exerc ises w i t h  the 
H e l l e n i c  Navy and Marines a t  Navplion, Greece 

15 Feb - 47 Feb Embarked ASW he l i cop te rs  from H S - 3 . f ~ ~  Exercise 
Nat iona l  Week V I I P  w i t h  CTF 60,l i n  t he  Yonian 
Sea 

17 February HS-3 he10 Bureau. #I56503 made a hard 1 anding. 
on Spot One, The t a i l  ukeS s t r u t  co l lapsed 
and e x t e n s ~ v e  frame and s k i n  w r i n k l l t q  h b b -  
py lon  area was noted, There were no .persm&iP 
~ n j u v i e s ,  I t  was the  fjrst f a u l t y  landing.on 
board a f t e r  6,308 accident  f r e e  Imdings, 

2% Feb - 2 Mar @ont%nued arnphs" b ious-  exerc ises-  a t  Navpl a"on , .Greece 

23 Mar - 2% Mar Conducted amphibious- 7 anding exerejses a t  Carboneras, 
. Spain 

Apr - 6 May Captain R, S, WERMILYA, USN departed t h e - s h i p  on 
PAD orders f a r  the Naval Was Col Sege, Newport, 
Rhode fs l  and, CDR C. : A, WINTERS, Execut l  ve O f f i c e r ,  
assumed a c t i n g  command 

6 May 

7 May 

A r r i v e d  Morehead City, North Carol ina t o  offload 
elements o f  BLT 318 

A r r i v e  NorPo1 k, V i  r g i n f a  
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Date Event 

14 J u l y  Conducted Apol l o  15--space c r a f t  recovery 
exercises I n  the V i r g i n l a -  Capes Operating 
Area, 

23 J u l  - 27 Ju l  Acted as the. A t l a n t i c  prime recovery sh ip  f o r  
the  Apol l o  15 Spacecraft-  1 aunch 

28 J u l  USS AUSTIN-awarded a second coasecutive B a t t l e  
EfP i  eiency. Award plus .  departmental excel 1 ence. 
awards i n  Amphi bjous- Assaul t (go ld-  f i f t h -  consecutive), 
A i r  (go ld  f i  f t h  coaseculive]; Engineerjng (go1 d 
t h i r d .  consecutf ve). Operations ( t h i r d  consecutive) , 
Supply ( t h i r d  consecutfve) , Communications (second award), 

30 J u l  Captain Wi l l iam- S n -  GUTMRIE, USN re l ieved.Captaln 
Robert S. VERMILYA, USN as Commanding O f f i c e r  

2 Aug - 13 Aug Conducted m l  nesounter . measures exercises .w i th  
HM-12 and the .  s t a f f  o f -  Corr~mander. Mob i le -v ine  
Counter Measures Command. i n .  the.  Char1 eston 
Operat ing Area, - 

23 Aug - 27 Aug Conducted type t r a i n i n g  w i t h  Amphi bljous Squadron 
TWO i n  the V i r g i n i a  Capes Operating Area 

13 Sep - 12 Oct Commander-Amphibious Squadron EIGHT broke h i s  
f l a g  i n  thss sh ip  

14 September Commander Amphibious Group TWO presented t h i s  
s h i p  the Amphib7"aus Force Best  Mess Award and t h e  Ney 
Competi t ion Second Place Award f o r  Large Mess 
Af1 oat, 

20 Sep - 24 Sep Conducted arnphi bows veh ic le  exercises o f f  
Onsl ow Beach, North Carol l na 

12 Oct - 15 Oct Conducted type t r a l n i n g  w i t h  Amphibious Squadron 
Tk'O i n. the  VI rgs" n i  a Capes. 0perat-i ng Area 

20 Oct - 22 Oct Conducted amphibious exerc ise BASCOLEX 6-71 
a t  Onslow Beach, North Caroljna 

27 October Held- Dependent's, Day c ru i se  
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Date - Event 

1 Nov - 12 Nov Conducted mfne counter-meesures exerc ises w f t h  
. . HM-12. and. t h e  s t a f f  o f  Commander Mine F l o t l l  1 a 

TWO S n the  Char1 es ton-  Operat ing Area, 

11. Basic N a r r a t i v e  

A. Command- Organizat ion and; Rel a t i  ons 

1. Captain Robert So VERMILYA, USN 29 A p r j l  1970 - 
30 J u l y  1971 

Captain W i l l j a m  S o  GUTHRIE, USN - 30 J u l y  1971 - 
Present 

2. Homeport: No r fo l  k Naval Base, V i r g i n i a  

3 ,  Miss ion:  The miss ion o f .  USS AUSTIN (LPD. 4). l's. l ' t d  t ranspor t  
and 1 and t roops and thel'l- essent i  a9 - equipment a n d  suppl i e s  by..ineahq o f  
embarked 1 andi ng c r a f t s  o r -  amphibious vehic.les- augmented by he l ' i - c~b te r  
l i f t . "  

4. Allowance - 25' Off l 'cers 41 l .Enq is tedMeh 
28 O f f i  cers 438. En1 i s  t ed  Men 

B e  , Operations 

1. Deployments: Med 3-70 1 Sanua~y. - 7 May 

- 2.,. I n p o r t  Periods: Genoa, I t a l y  01. Jan - 06 Jan 
Mersi n , Turkey 28 Jan - 31 Jan 
Athens, Greece 02 Feb - 08 Feb 
Athens, Greece 19 Feb - 27 Feb 
Nap1 es , 1 ta1y 05 Mar - 20 Mar 
Cannes, France 30 Mar - 12 Apr 
LI vorno, I t a l y  15 Apr - 24 Apr 
Rota, Spain 28 A p r i l  
Morehead. Cjty, N o  C. - 06 May 
Norfolk; V i r g i n i a .  07 May - 14 J u l  

15 Ju3 - 23 Ju1 
28 Ju l  - Q2 Aug 
93 Aug.- 83 Aug 
27 Aug - 20 Sep 
24 Sep - 12 Oet 
15 Oct - 20 Oct 
22 Oct - QI FOV 
12 Nov - Present 

.3 .  S i g n ~ f l c a n t  Deployment Events - As noted I n  Sect ion I i n  
Chronol ogy 
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Speci a1 . Topics 

a. F l i g h t  t ime: Missions:. 585, missl'ons- i n c l  udlng. 130 v e r t i c a l  
rep1 enishments us ing H-46,. UH-2, H-3, and- H-53 he1 i copters. 

b. Ammo expenditure: 481 rounds -of- 3"/50 c a l  i b e r  ammuni t i o n  
yere  expended on a i r  shoots; 263 on sur face-  shoots. 

c. Troops c a r r i e d  - ,  Med 3-70. 647. Marjne O f f i c e r s -  &. Troops 

d. Number o f  Unrep - 4 complete v e r t i c a l  replenishments 
w h i l e  deployed i n -  t h e  Mediterranean. 

e. Development o f  Tac t ics  -. Continued- the development o f  the  
underway launch o f  tank 1 anding vehic les conducting th ree such launches 
dur ing  t h e  year. 

USS AUSTIN a l so  operated w i t h  SH-3.ASW he l i cop te rs  dur ing  
two ASW exercises i n  t h e  Mediterranean t e s t i n g -  var ious ways to .  use. an LPD 
as an ASW helo p lat form. 

USS AUSTIN operated w i  t k  H-53 heqiocpters on two Wine 
counter measure exercises developing newer methods4 of- us ing the  LPD as 
an advance f o r c e  sh ip  i n  an- amphibious assault .  

f. Manning l e v e l  o f .  t o t a l  en1 l'sted. personnel on board 
remained a t  o r  near 100% w h i l e  deployed i n  the. Mediterranean- a1 though the  
1 eader paygrades (E-5 a n d  above9 rernal'ned i n -  a personnel - casual ty . r e p o r t  
s ta tus  f o r  various ra tes  especia l  l y  machinist: mates. and. damage -controlmen. 
Since r e t u r n i n g  f rom the deployment, t h e  o v e r a l l  manning. l e v e l  - dipped t o  
85 - 90% w i  t h  t h e  1 eader paygrades s t i  l l c r i t i c a l  . 

g. Awards/Commendations: USS AUSTIN was awarded-the Mer-itorious 
Unit Commendation as a p a r t i c i p a n t - i n  the  1967 Apo l lo  4 space mission. Other 
s h i p ' s  awards are noted i n  Sect ion I i n  chronology. 

h. Notable "F i rs ts " :  F i r s t -  Atlant-ic- F l  e e t  LPD t o .  embark SM-3 
he1 i c o p t e r s  and par t l ' c i  pate-  as an. ASW helo-  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  a c a r r i e r  tqsk 
fo rce  du r ing  two separate l i v e .  exercises, 

i. Press Relat ions: USS AUSTIN appeared i n  p i c t u r e  a n d - p r i n t  
i n  various Nor fo l k  newspapers as. we1 1 r as one t e l e v j s j o n -  and. two r a d i o -  programs.. .. 
The sh ip  received n o t o r i e t y  i n  var ious Naval newspapers and magazines. The 
sh ip  a l so  served as a p la t fo rm f o r  the RCA, Incorporated f i l m i n g  a.new s h i p ' s  
i n t e r n a l  comuni  cat7 ons system- p resen t l y  planned f o r  i n s t a l  1 a t i  on on the  
new LHAs . 
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I I I. Dacumentary. Annexes 

A. Roster o f  O f f i c e r s  and. assigned- b-i 11 e ts -  as, o f  31 December 1971 . 
CAPT Wi l l i am S. GUTHRIE, USN . . .  Commandfng O f f i c e r  
CDR Wall ace R. HUNTER, USN , . . . - .  Executive- O f f i c e r  
LCDR A1 b e r t  M. PENTA, USN . . . . .  EngSneer: O f f i  ce r  
LCDR Maynard D. FOOTE, USN .A l " r  O f f i c e r  
LCDR Robert L. POPP, USN . Operations. O f f i c e r  
LCDR Wi l l i am J. WINSLOW, Jr., CHC, USN. . - Chaplain 
LT Marvi n K. GEROE ,* SC, USN . . . . . .  Supply. Of f icer  
LT David A. BLAKE, USN , -  - F i r s t e ~ i e u t e n a n t  
CAPT Edward L. HUTCHINSON.y Jr;; USMC Combat- Cargo- O f f  I c e r  
LT Thomas A. GAY, MC, USNR . - .  Medical .Of f i cer  
LT Robert J . TUCK, AX,. USNR . - . . Dental O f f i c e r  
LT Frank J. MATTEOTTI, USNR . , . Navl ga tor  
LTJG Ca lv in  M. PRARIE, USNR . . . . .  f l i g h t  Deck O f f l c e r  
LTJG Thomas W. LAFORCE, USN 

. . . . .  
CIC.  O f f i c e r  

LTJG Joseph H. TILFORD, USNR Gunnery, O f f  i cer 
LTJG Charles L. CURRY; USNR Communications Officer 
LTJG Robert J. JOYCEy* SC, USN . Assistant .  Supply Qffi cer . 
LTJG Gary J. PEYTON, USNR . . . .  Main. Propulsion. Asslst t tn t  
ENS W i  11 iam J. STEELMAN, USN . . . F i r s t .  D i v i s i o n  O f f l c e r  
ENS Danny E. LAKES, SC,. USM . . .  D l  s burs i ng O f f  1 c e r  
ENS Anthony NMN OVER, 111, USNR Second D i  v i  s 9 on O f f  i cer 
ENS Michael D. WALTERS, USNR Main-Eng lnesOf f icer  
CWO-3 Hiram C, MINZENMAYER, USN . .  . 

. , * . - .  
E lec t ron ics  Mater ia l  O f f i c e r  

CWO-2 Charles E. ALLEN, USN Damage Control  Ass i s tan t  
WO-I Donald. N, TOMPKINS, USN E l e c t r i c a l  O f f i c e r  
W0-1 Robert B. HOFFMAN, USN . .  . Ship's- Boatswain 

- B. Biography and. p i c t u r e  o f  Captain- Willdam- 3.. GUTHRIE, USN, attached. 
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