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Command His tory  - 1970 Supplement 

I. Chronology of Outstanding Events - 
Date - Event - 
1 7  March Deployed wi th  Amphibious Squadron TWO on Med 1-70 

10 A p r i l  Conducted amphibious landing e x e r c i s e  a t  Carboneras, Spain 

29 A p r i l  Captain Robert S. VERMILYA, USN, r e l i eved  Captain John M. 
MATHEWS, USN, a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  

8 May Conducted amphibious landing exe rc i se  a t  Lovo Santo,  Corsica 

5 June Conducted amphibious landing e x e r c i s e  a t  Por to  Scudo, S a r d i n i a  

6 June VADM L. HEINZ, COMPHIBLANT v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  

6 June Major s t e r n  g a t e  ca sua l ty  r e s u l t e d  i n  l o s s  of s t e r n  g a t e  

7 June UH-2A conducted 6,000th consecut ive s a f e  landing  on board 

12 June S te rn  g a t e  recovered from 130 f e e t  of water  

16-30 June Made temporary r e p a i r s  t o  s t e r n  ga t e  i n  Malta f o r  s a f e  
t r a n s i t  t o  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  

1 3  J u l y  Arrived Norfolk, V i rg in i a  

22 July-21 Sep Repaired s t e r n  g a t e  a t  Norfolk Naval Shipyard 

30 J u l y  USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) awarded t h e  B a t t l e  E f f i c i ency  Award f o r  
exce l lence  i n  combat readiness  

30 J u l y  USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) awarded t h e  fol lowing departmental 
exce l lence  awards: Amphibious Assaul t  Award (4 th  consecut ive) ,  
A i r  ( 4 t h  consecut ive) ,  Engineering (4 th  consecut ive) ,  Supply 
(2nd consecut ive) ,  Operations (2nd consecut ive)  and 
Communications ( 1 s t  award) 

16 Nov 

17 Nov 

17 Dec 

Deployed wi th  Amphibious Squadron TWO on Med 3-70 

Escorted USS SURPRISE (PG-97) and USS DEFIANCE (PG-95) from 
Morehead C i ty ,  North Caro l ina  t o  Naples, I t a l y  on the  f i r s t  
PG deployment t o  t h e  Mediterranean 

Conducted amphibious landing e x e r c i s e  a t  Por to  Scudo, Sa rd in i a  
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11. Basic Narrat ive 

A. Command Organization and Relat ions 

1. Captain John M. MATHEWS, USN 16 December 1968 - 29 Apr i l  1970 

Captain Robert S. VERMILYA, USN 29 Apr i l  1970 - present  

2. Homeport - Norfolk Naval Base, Virgin ia  

3. Mission - The mission of USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) is  "to t ranspor t  and 
land troops and t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  equipment and suppl ies  by means of embarked 
landing c r a f t  o r  amphibious vehic les  augmented by he l i cop te r  l i f t " .  

4. Allowance - 25 Off icers  411 Enl is ted  men 

Complement - 28 Off icers  438 En l i s t ed  men 

B. Operations 

1. Deployments: Med 1-70 17 March - 13  July 

Med 3-70 16 November - present  

2. Inpor t  Periods: Norfolk, Virgin ia  1 January - 16 March 
Rota. Spain 1 Apri l  . - 
Malaga , Spain 2 ~ i r i l  - 8 Apri l  
Genoa, I t a l y  1 7  Apr i l  - 24 Apr i l  
Cannes, France 25 Apr i l  - 4 May 
Naples, I t a l y  20 May - 3 June 
V a l l e t t a ,  Malta 16 June - 30 June 
Rota, Spain 3 J u l y  . 
Norfolk, Virgin ia  13  Ju ly  - 27 Ju ly  
Norfolk Naval Shipyard 22 Ju ly  - 21 September 
Norfolk, Virgin ia  22 September - 15 November 
Rota, Spain 1 December - 3 December 
Naples, I t a l y  7 December - 12 December 
Barcelona, Spain 21 December - 29 December 
Genoa, I t a l y  31 December - present  

3. S ign i f i can t  Deployment Events - A s  noted i n  Section I i n  Chronology 

4. Specia l  Topics 

a .  F l igh t  Time: Missions: 358 missions including 100 v e r t i c a l  
replenishments using H-46, UH-2, and H-53 he l i cop te r s  
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b, Ammo Expenditure: 1028 rounds of 3"/50 c a l i b e r  m u n i t i o n  were 
expended on a i r  shoo t s ,  420 on s u r f a c e  shoots  

c ,  Troops Carr ied  - Med 1-70 575 Marine Of f f ce r s  and t roops  

Med 3-70 64% Marine O f f i c e r s  and t roops 

d o  fiumber of unreps - 4 complete v e r t i c a l  replenishments whi le  
deployed i n  t h e  Mediterranean. 

- 

e, develo@ment s f  T a c t i c s  y USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) continued the  
development of t he  underway launch of tank landing veh ic l e s  conducting 
f i v e  such launches during the yea r  o 

. . 

USS  STI IN (LPD-4) a l s o  proved an e x c e l l e n t  support  platform f o r  
t h e  p a t r o l  gunboats t e s t i n g  va r ious  f u e l i n g  and h e l i c o p t e r  t r a n s f e r  techniques 
wi th  USS SURPRISE (PG-97) and USS DEFIANCE (PG-95) , 

f ,  Manning l e v e l  of t o t a l  personnel  remained a t  o r  nea r  200% however, 
t h e  l e a d e r  paygrades (E-5 and above) remained i n  a personal  ea sua i ty  r e p o r t  s t a g e  
f o r  va r ious  r a t e s  e s p e c i a l l y  machinis t  mates and damage controPmen, 

go Medical/Dental A c t i v i t i e s :  A Dental O f f i c e r  w a s  added t o  the ' 
s h i p ' s  allowance/complement and AUSTINu s f i rs t d e n t a l  of f i  c e r  repor ted  on board 
3 J u l y ,  

h, Awards/Conunendations: A s  noted i n  Sec t ion  I i n  Chronology 

i, Notable " f i r s t s s ' :  PG e s c o r t  t o  Mediterranean a s  noted i n  See t ion  I .  
f n Chronology 

j , Pres s  r e l a t i o n s :  USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) appeared i n  p i  e t u r e  and p r i n t  
i n  var ious  Norfolk newspapers a s  w e l l  as one radfo  program, The s h i p  a l s o  
rece ive4  notor ie ty  i n  var ious  Naval newspapers and magazines? 

111, Documentary Annexes 

A, Important Photographs - see a t t ached  

B, Roster  of O f f i c e r s  and assigned b f l l e t s  a s  of December 1970: 

CAPT Robert So VERMILYA 
CDR Charles A, WINTERS 
LCDR Alber t  M, PENTA 
LCDR Maynard Do FOOTE 
LCDR Charles  B, KRIEGER 
LCDR W i l l i a m  J, WINSLOW, Jro 
LT Robert Lo POPP 
LT Marvin K O  GEROE 
CaPT Edward I,, HUTCHINSON, USMC 

Commanding Of f f ce r  
Executive O f f i c e r  
Engineer O f f i c e r  
A i r  O f f i c e r  
Operations Of f f ee r  
Chapl a in  
F i r s t  L ieu tenant  
Supply O f f i c e r  
Combat Cargo O f f i e e r  
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LT Dewitt C, BROWN, 111 
LT Stephen F. X. ZIEMAN 
LTJG Jimmie A, MORA 
LTJG Michael N. FORBES 
LTJG Robert H. RHODES 
LTJG Richard A. F. OTTO 
LTJG Frank J. MATTEOTTI 
LTJG P a t r i c k  (N) MORAN 
LTJG Gary J. PEYTON 
LTJG Stephen J o  TYDE 
LTJG Michael J o  DICOLA 
LTJG Donald J. LOGIE, Jr. 
LTJG Joseph H. TILFORD 
ENS Claudio M. LEVATO 
ENS Charles L. CURRY 
ENS Franc is  A. RUDDEN 
CW02 Hiram C. MINZENMAYER 
CW02 P h i l l i p  B ,  MOANEY 
W01 Charles E. ALLEN 

Medical O f f i c e r  
Dental O f f i c e r  
F l i g h t  Deck O f f i c e r  
Navigator 
Bo i l e r s  O f f i c e r  
Gunnery O f f i c e r  
C I C  O f f i c e r  
Ass i s t an t  Supply O f f i c e r  
Main Engines O f f i c e r  
Disbursing O f f i c e r  
Second Divis ion  O f f i c e r  
Admin-Personnel O f f i c e r  
F i r s t  Div is ion  O f f i c e r  
E l e c t r i c a l  O f f i c e r  
Communications O f f i c e r  
Main Propulsion Assis t a n t  
E lec t ron ic s  Ma te r i a l  O f f i c e r  
Ship ' s  Boatswain 
Damage Control  A s s i s t a n t  

C ,  Biography and p i c t u r e  of Captain Robert S. VERMILYA, USN, a t t ached  
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