


















































By LCdr, Fllt_;k Burgess

The following is based largely on
reports from Lt. Steve Stewart of
and Lt. O'Malley of VRC-30.

he Navy's four carrier-onboard-
I_ delivery (COD) squadrons, vital

logistics lifelines to the carrier

battle groups, are distributed evenly
between the four numbered fleets.
Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VR)
24 supports the Sixth Fleet in the
Mediterranean; VRC-40 supplies the
Second Fleet in the Atlantic; VRC-30
takes care of the Third Fleet along the
West Coast; and VRC-50 supporis the
Seventh Fleet in the Western Pacific
and in the Indian Ocean.

All four squadrons operate the

e

ounds

Grumman C-2A Greyhound, as well as

other logistics aircraft.

Far flung across the globe, the COD
squadrons rarely meel. However, in
January 1891, when the Navy
mustered six carrier battle groups in
the waters around the Arabian penin-
sula to form the lightning of Operation
Desert Slorm, the services of all four
COD sguadrons were required. For
the first time in Naval Aviation history,
all four were operated iogether in the
same operational theater.

When Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait
on August 2, 1990, a normal

peacetime operations tempo for the
COD squadrons underwent dramatic
acceleration during Operation Desert
Shield. VR-24, servicing Dwight D.
Eisenhower (CVN-69) in the Mediter-
ranean, established a detachment on
August 4 at Tel Aviv, Israel, to support
the shift of the carrier to the Red Sea,
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and established a long-term, three-
aircraft C-2A detachment at Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, on August 12 to support
the build-up of carriers in the Red Sea
— with Saraloga (CV-60) and John F.
Kennedy (CV-67) replacing lke in Sep-
tember.

In the Indian Ocean, VRC-50 main-
tained its normal two-plane
detachment of Lockheed US-3A Viking
long-range COD aircraft at Diego Gar-
cia, and had a C-2A assigned to Inde-
pendence (CV-62) which crossed the

Indian Ocean, arriving in theater on
August 7. The COD detachment estab-
lished an airhead (logistics hub) at
Bahrain. Independence rotated home
and was replaced by Midway (CV-41)
in October.

With Operation Desert Storm brew-
ing, January 1992 saw a doubling of
business for the COD crews. Ranger
(CV-61) sortied from San Diego, Calif.,
on December 8, bringing with it one C-
2A and a VRC-30 detachment. The
VRC-30 det was in place at Al-
Fujairah in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) by January 14, merging its
operation with the VRC-50 detach-
ment, which by then had grown to four
of its own C-2As and two US-3As, in
addition to the single C-2A staged at
Bahrain.
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On the East Ceast, simaar events
took place as America (CV-66) and
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) .
departed Norfolk, Va., on December
28, bound for the Red Sea. On Decarn
ber 31, one C-2A and 18 men from
VRC-40 deployed aboard Theodore
Roosevelt, which would bring to 10 the
number of Greyhounds directly sup-
porting the six carriers massed against

On January 15, 1992, VRC-40's
“Rawhide 46" made an unprecedented
top-priority flight over the Red Sea,
successively trapping aboard and
launching from John F. Kennedy,
Saratoga, and Theodore Roosevelt,

A VR-24 C-2A Greyhound heads for
John F. Kennedy during Operation

Desert Shield.
LCdr. Dave Parsons
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Coral Sea

no reason to suspect the offensive
would fail. However, far behind the bat-
tlefront, the Americans had already
scored a devastaling victory that
provided the possibility of thwarting
Japanese intentions. Several months
after the war's start, Navy cryp-
tologists, primarily at Station Hypo,
Pearl Harbor, broke the Japanese
naval code. By analyzing traffic pats
terns anl decoding 10 to 15 percent of
the messages received, Station Hypo
gave Commander in Chief of the

Pacific Fleet Admiral ChesterW. .

Nimitz an accurate picture of
Japanese designs. By mid-April he
knew of the enemy's plans lo attack
Port Moresby. Nimitz had learned that
two enemy carriers were on the way to
Rabaul, and he had sound information
on Operation MQ (Port Moresby-
Tulagi) forces. Consequently, he
dispalched carrier Lexington (CV-2) to
join carrier Yorktawn (CV-5) in the
Coral Sea.

The action was divided into two dis-
tinct phases - the actions on May 1-7,

) aml:jhe carrier battle on the 8th. Ad-
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