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Precision from the ground up. A4
Skyhawks of the Blue Angels flight
demonstration squadron take on the
appearance of a centipede as they taxi
out in close formation.
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was the demonstration team’s hircraft
for the next 12 years, except for a
brief period during 1964 when they
flew the heavier Republic F-105
Thunderchief.

Once again in the tradition of show-
ing off the latest Air Force fighters,
the Thunderbirds transitioned to the
McDonnell Douglas F-4E Phantom I/
in 1969, It was while they were flying
the Phantom |l that the Thunder-
birds began the missing man forma-
tion, honoring the POW/MIAs in the
Vietnam Conflict. According to the
publication Thunderbirds, the F-4E
is remembered as the team’s most
impressive aircraft, immense when

Left, Thunderbird formation
flying T-38 Talons. Below,
demonstration model of F-16
Fighting Falcon, the team’s
new aircraft.
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compared with its predecessors. It
was big. It was heavy. It was power-
ful, The earthshaking roar of those
J-79s had to be heard to be believed.
The energy crisis grounded the
F-4E in 1973, and in 1974 the team
went to the smaller and more econom-
ical Northrop T-38A Talon. Since
then, the versatile supersonic jet
trainer has set many Air Force records
for performance, safety, maintaina-
bility and operating economy. The
T-38 has excelled in its maneuverability
with a phenomenal roll rate tailor-
made for air show and combat maneu-
vers, like the wing walk and roll, solo
vertical rolls and maximum perform-

ance aileron rolls.

In March 1982, the Air Force
announced that the General Dynamics
F-16 Fighting Falcon would be the
demonstration team’s next aircraft.
The F-16 is a single-engine, dual-role
fighter equipped for air-to-air or air-to
surface combat. In an air-to-surface
mission, the F-16 can fly more than
500 miles, fire its weapons with great
accuracy and return to base. Its light
weight makes it very maneuverable
and economical to operate. The Fight-
ing Falcon will be showing off its
capabilities when the Thunderbirds
take it through its paces in the 1983
air show circuit. m
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