


SHIFTING MANAGEMENT PATTERNS

‘The functional organizations—the Navy’s Bureaus, now Systems Commands—accumu-
late and preserve essential technical know-how, which in due time will be applicable to
new problems and new situations. Projects come and go as warfare systems come and
go. But basic fields of engineering are permanent. . . . In the shifting patterns of Navy
Management, there are two things that are fixed: the functional organizations will con-
tinue as the main base of technical competence, and Project Management will be ap-
plied in a carefully controlled, well thought out, deliberate manner.’

—Rear Admiral Ralph L. Shifley, USN, Vice Chief of Naval Material




B COVERS

On front cover, Plane Captain Bruce
R. Lynch, AN, assists Ltjg. John J.
Jegers, VA-93, just befere a launch
from USS Ranger (CVA-81) on a
strike inte Vietnam. . . . Above,
VF-51 Crusaders fly over Subic Bay
for landing at Cubi Point. Photo-
graph of USS Shangri La [back cover)
was taken by D. L Boyd, PHI.
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Flatley Awards Announced
CNO Lauds Winners, Commands

Winners ol the Admiral Flatley
Memorial Award for their superior
performance in aviation safety are
USS Franklin D. Roovsevelt (GVA-
12y, USS  Bennigton (CVS-20)
and USS Okinawa (L.PH-5) . Other
nominees were USS Corgl  Sea
(CVA-43), USS Essex (CVS4Y) and
USS Talley Forge (LPH-8B). Sara-
toga, Constellation and Shangr La
were not eligible for the competi-
tion because of the limited number
of landings these ships recorded.

Approximately 64,000 more car-
rier landings were accomplished in
IY "66 than in FY '65. At the same
time, the landing accident rate de-
creased 2297 for the lowest carrier
landing accident rate ever recorded.

In his announcement, CNO con-
gratulated the winners and com-
mands whose ships greatly con-
tributed to the accident prevention
program. Although operating in
a “combat environment” during
much of the competitive period,
Coral Sea, Ranger, Independence,
Kitty Hawk and Intrepid complet-
ed the year with outstanding safety
records.

Navy Men in ‘Game Warden’
Helicopter Operations in Vietnam

Eight Naval Aviators and eight
enlisted aircrewmen have arrived
in Vietnam to begin training for
helicopter support missions under
Operation Game Warden.

Air support for Game Warden
operations is presently being pro-
vided by U.S. Army pilots flying
armed Army UH-18 [roguois heli-
copters. Their mission is to sup-
port U.S. Navy river patrol boats
(PBR’s) operating off the mouths
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TWO HELICOPTERS, four pilofs and two crewmen made up the team from Helicopter
Training Squadron Eight, Ellyson Field, Fla., which spent three days assisting the Ingalls
Shipbuilding Corporation in calibrating radar equipment oboard USS Tripoli (LPH-10).
Ingalls is readying the ship for Navy acceptance loter this year. The helicopters flew
in the vicinity of Tripoli as technicians fracked them with the ship's rador equipment.
Tripeli was commissioned Aug. 6 af Philadelphia with Capt. Henry Suersted? taking command.

of the Mekong and Bassac Rivers
and in the Rung Sat Special Zone.

Based aboard Nayy amphibious
ships, the helicopters are used to
make strikes against Viet Cong
positions and cratt and to lend
fire support to patrol boats under
attack.

The 16 Navy men are the first of
four groups destined to take over
the Game Warden operations. They
will undergo a six-week training
course designed to familiarize them
with the Army aircralt they are to
fly and their area of operations.
Training will be conducted by
Army pilots and crewmen of the
U.S. Army 120th Aviation Co. at
Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut Airport.

The Navy men are all assigned

1o HC-1's Detachment 29 with LCdr.,
W. A. Rockwell as officer in charge.

'Home-grown’ Helo Pilot
Completes Syllabus at Pt. Mugu

NAS Point Mucu graduated its
first “home-grown” helicopter pilot
recently when Lt. R. C. Campbell,
air operations department, soloed
in the station’s H-10 alter complet-
ing a 25-hour syllabus.

His instructors were Lts. G. G.
Nesbit and William Wraith and
Senior Chief C. Martin, Mugu's
only enlisted pilot. |

Recognizing the shortage of heli-
copter pilots, NAS Point Mugu
submitted a proposed helicopter
transition syllabus for its trainees to
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the Chiel of Naval Operations.

“We proposed that the NAS
flight-train its own helicopter pilots
locally,” Commander E. |. Wagner,
air ops officer, said.

Approval was granted and Lt
Campbell started his training on
June 21. He had taken the ground
school training at Ellyson Field,
NAS Pensacora, in May.

Huge Test Fire at Miramar
Under Control in Two Minutes

The largest test fire ever ignited
was the problem facing NAS Mira-
MAR firefighters July 26.

Thousands ol gallons of jr-s fuel,
spread over 22,500 square feet, were
set afire south of Miramar's run-
ways in the station’s 25-ucre fire test
area,

Just seven firefighters  brought
the fire under control in less than
two minutes.

This was the last test of a series
of 48 test fires conducted to evalu-
ate new firefighting agents, using
existing equipment, developed by
the Naval Research Laboratory in
Washington, D. C. ‘A crew of re-
search engineers, headed by Dr,
Richard L. Tuve, from NRL ran
the tests. The extinguishing agent
used in all tests was Light Water
(NANEws, October 1965, p. 37)
which seals off the surface ol fuel
fires and cuts off the oxygen.

NATTC conducted carrier suitability fests on Lex for the Doug-
las TA-4F and North American T-28 jet trainers (only T-28 shown) in
June. The two trainers were tested for service and carrier suitability,
flying qualities, ond armament and elecfronics capabilities. The
Douglas TA-4F will provide a two-place trainer in o tactical air-
craft. This jef is now being phased info the Navy's Combat Readiness
Air Wings. North American's T-28 has twe J60-P-6 engines rated af
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Used in all the tests was a tur-
bine-powered MB-5 erash truck, the
only one ol its kind, which Mira-
mar has been evaluating.

PMR Activity Increased
13,155 Operations in FY 1966

“We have just completed the
biggest year ol operations in the
cight-year history ot the Navy Pa-
cilic Missile Riange,” said Rear Ad-
miral Raymond N. Sharp, Range
Commander, relerring 1o the 13,155
operations completed during I’y
1966, This was accomplished de-
spite a reduction in personnel.

The increased activity, according
to a PMR release, was made pos-
sible by extending the range day
with operations  scheduled  [rom
0600 to midnight. Another factor
was the innovation ol scheduling
two similar operations at the same
time 1o ensure maximum  utiliza-
tion of the range.

Navy PMR operations cover di-
verse operations:  air-to-air, air-to-
surlace,  surlace-to-air, surliace-to-
surbace missile research and devel-
opment tests as well as Fleet opera-
tional tests and exercises. PMR also
launches and provides orbital sup-
port to ICBM and space launches
lor other national ranges.

Adm. Sharp’s command includes
the Point Mugu complex, San Nic-

olas Island, Barking Sands facility,
an instrumentation site at Johnston
Atoll, Missile Impact Locator sites
at Wake, Midway and Kaneohe,
and is responsible lor all broad
ocean launches in the Pacihc.

Long Journey for Firebee
Found after Two Years at Sea

A Ryan Fiebee aerial target
drone has been retrieved alter drift-
g some 3,600 miles across the Pa-
cific Ocean.

i'he jet-powered target had been
“shot down” during exercises at
Point Mugu, Calil., March 30, 1964.
It was located by the USS Talla-
dega 1,700 miles southwest of Ha-
waii a little over two years later,

I'he distance waveled and the
time in the water were both rec-
ords. Last year a similar Firebee
was recovered oll Hawaii. In the
witer lor 15 months, it had drifted
from Point Mugu to Hawaii.

I'he record-holding Firebee had
been stricken from the inventory
following gunnery exercises in
which naval airveralt supposedly de-
stroyed it. Ryan field technicians
at Barber's Point, where the Firchee
was returned by the Talladega, said
the watertight compartments had
preserved  electronic  components
and alter  decontamination  the
aerial targer drone would in all

probability be as good as new.

5810 pounds fotal thrust compared with its predecessor, the T-2A's
single J-34-WE-48 engine, rated of 3400 pounds thrusi. Since the
total weight increase in the T-2B is less thon 1,000 pounds, the per-
formance is substanfiolly increased. The length of time for climbing
to 20,000 feet is cut to about half, and the takeoff roll is decregsed
about one-third. The T-2B is now assigned for instrument familiari-
ration at ¥T-4, Sherman Field, and VT-7 and ¥T-9 ot NAAS Meridian.
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Impoverished

The yellow sheets looked goad
in the line shack and on their
way to the Neptune, the plane
commander and copilot concluded
the briefing. Preflight had been
previously conducted by the crew
members and everything appeared
normal. Fuel quantity was 2,400
gallons by the dipstick and the
samples were clean, The plane
commander took one final look and
manned the aircralt.

At 1125, with jets and recips
churning, the sp-2u rose from the

airfield and  proceeded on  the
scheduled  instrument  training
flight.  Several approaches were

conducted at nearby facilities with
all four engines utilized for the
better part ol the flight. Upon
completing an ADF approach to
an adjacent field ar 1415, a [uel
check was recorded as 2,900 and
3,000 Ibs. in the mains and 1,400
in the center tanks.

Heading seaward, the pilot ob-
tained [rom approach control a
clearance for a TACAN approach
and GCA 1o the homefield. The
plane commander was under the
hood and completed the landing
check list.

About three minutes after com-
mencing the final approach and at
3,000 feet, the crewman directly
alt of the pilot noticed the [uel
pressure on number 2 recip rapidly
dropping and immediately notified
the pilot ol this revolting develop-
ment. The PC feathered number
2, increased power on the star-
board jet to 909, and completed
the engine secure check-list. Right
after this evolution, the starboard
jet quit, leaving the nebulous
Neptune at 2,000 feet over the
water and six miles from the feld.
The tower was alerted to the em-
ergency and the crew proceeded to
their ditching stations. (A [uel
check was conducted ar this time
by the PC as 3,000 Ibs. in both
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mains and zero in the centers.
Co-pilot read zero in the mains
and 3,000 in the centers.)

The PC was attempting to hold
150 knots, intending to make a
single-engine landing without jets.
Approximately three minutes after
losing number 2 recip, fuel pres-
sure dropped on the port engines
and, at 1,400 feet, all power [ailed.

With the gear up and 10 degrees
flaps, the PC held 150 knots and
informed the crew that ditching
was imminent. He checked the
luel, mains-direct position and all
boost pumps on. After getting a
May Day out at 1,000 feet, he
switched to the center tanks and
then back to mainsdirect one or
more times. The engine surged,
but did not restart as he headed [or
a nearby Coast Guard vessel.

The visibility was seven miles,
sea conditions were [air with light
swells and the wind was NW at
15 knots. The big bird ditched
smoothly into the wind about 300
yards from the Coast Guard ship
and all personnel evacuated 30 sec-
onds alter forward motion ceased.

Three minutes later the doomed
Neptune departed  for the deep
six, leaving a hazardous layer and
strong odor ol avgas,

Within 15 minutes of splash
down, the Coast Guard had picked

up all hands.
% Grampawe Pettibone says:

N Oh, my achin uleers! Would
vou believe pilot error coulda sent this
Neptune to its doom?

You ecan bet your last dime that
if this fella was watchin® his fuel like
his bank account, he'd known where
every last drop of gas was and how
to put it in the right place at the
right time, Null said!

Fit to Survive

Alter a leisurely dinner in the
wardroom, the Skyhawk driver pro-
ceeded to the ready room and
changed into his flight gear. He
donned red gogeles and waited un-
til time to man his aircralt for the
final night tanker hop on the
schedule. At about 2015 he ar-
rived at his aircralt on the flight
deck and had to bite his tongue as
there was no cockpit ladder avail-
able. After a normal preflight he
gained access to the cockpit from
the hood ol a strt tractor and
shortly therealter noticed the plane
had no lox. After this discrepancy
was remedied, the start and post
start check were accomplished and
the tanker was launched at 2047,

The fresh tanker rendezvoused
with the off-going duty tanker,
checked the store and transferred
the remaining luel. He then took
station and subsequently climbed
to 20,000, As the final recovery
phase neared completion, the tank-
er pilot was directed to 5,000 feet.

At 2224 he commenced his ap-
proach, a teardrop penetration
[rom 5,000 feet at 10 miles from
the ship. He descended to 2,000
[eet on the outbound leg and at
20 miles made a left turn inbound,
At this point he commenced dump-
ing the store and continued the
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descent to 1,000 [eet. Completing
the turn and inbound indicating
250 knots (supposedly at 1,000
feet), he noticed he was not right
on the inbound bearing and made
a slight right bank to correct. The
aircraft jumped and shook violent-
ly as it impacted the water. The
next thing the pilot knew, he was
in the water. It was quiet. There
was a strong odor of [P, and he
was being tugged downward, His
first reaction was to reach for the
toggles of his Mk-3C but he could
not locate them. His only thought
now was to surface.

In hopes ol freeing himself
[rom whatever was hindering him,
he quickly shed his survival vest
and torso harness. (While pulling
the torso harness off his lelt leg, he
noticed the deformity of the ankle
joint and realized he had sustained
a fracture.) Once free ol the har-
ness, he was able to swim to the
surface, For a short while he tried
to tread water and Hoat on his
back, but the waves continually
broke in his face. Realizing he was
still wearing a “G" suit, he re-
moved and inflated it by blowing
into the hoses However, the con-
nection fitting was torn off and he
had to jam his thumb in the open
end to keep it inflated.

After becoming somewhat ori-
ented, the plagued survivor saw his
flashlight floating a short distance
away and lound that it functioned
normally. During the next hour or
so he inflated the “G” suit about
50 times for whatever assistance it
could allord him. Luckily he
spotted an external tank Hoating
upright and  swam over and
grabbed it. Assured the tank would
support him, he discarded the “G”
suit, laid his head against the tank,
and held the Hashlight alongside
the white surlace, periodically di-
recting the light in all directions.

On several occasions he heard
the SAR aircralt in the vicinity,
but it was not until a destroyer
lookout spotted his red light at
0257 that he was found and finally
rescued. He had endured a harrow-
ing four hours and 47 minutes in
the sea.

% Great horned toadies!

pilot conlda got kilr,
Just goes to show va that being in

Grampawe Pettibone says:

This
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good physical shape can bend the odds
way around in your favor and really
pays off when the chips are down.
Course, he coulda saved himself a
heap of inconvenience by eve-balling
the altimeter a lot eloser and squawk-
ing like mad for help if he wasn't
completely happy with it

Outside of seratching this bird, my
hat’s off to this fella for an outstand-
ing performance in the escape and
survival phase of the accident.

5.0.S.

A flight of six su-3a’s departed
the auxiliary field av 0800 for an
ASW wraining exercise. They ar-
rived on station, seven miles sea-
ward at 0815,

At ten o'clock during the 12th
dip hovering at 40 leet with the
sonar transducer lowered in the
water, the flight leader and his
copilot heard a loud noise and ob-
served the port engine torque drop-
ping to zero and the port turbine
exhaust temperature gauge pegged
at L000°C. Speed selectors of both
engines were advanced, but suffici-
ent power was not forthcoming and
a controlled water landing was
made into the wind. (Emergency
flotation bags were activated.)

The Sea King was under control,
floating satisfactorily. Heading in-
to the wind, number one engine
speed selector was placed in ground
idle in an attempt to regain power
with manual throttle. This attempt
failed to produce any increase in
torque and number one was se-
cured. Approximately 15 seconds
later, number one’s fire warning
light came on. The copilot acti-
vated the engine fire extinguisher.

At about 1010 the crew ascer-

tained the fire to be out and noti-
fied the nearby NAS ol the mishap.
The NAS dispatched a rescue hoat.

A slow

downwind water taxi

toward the NAS was commenced
at 1015, Ground swells of about
five leet prevailed from the stern.
Water was entering the crew com-
partment through the sonar tunnel
and the sonar hoist enclosure. The
crewmen found it difficult to seat
the sonar transducer because ol
the sea state and motion of the air-
cralt but did succeed some minutes
later. At 1045 the pilot turned
into the wind and attempts were
made to deploy the sea anchor for
towing. This proved futile and it
appeared likely there would be a
long delay for the tow.

At 1050 they gave up the towing
idea and began taxying once again.
Almost immediately after turning
downwind, a wave lifted the tail of
the aircralt and caused the main
rotor blades to strike the water.
The machine rolled forward and
came to rest, inverted in the water.
All hands evacuated immediately
and were rescued by a motor whale-
boat [rom a nearby destroyer.
% Grampaw Pettibone says:

ol Shades of black shoes! Looks
like we gotta go back to basics. Since
we ain't in the YVO/YS business any
more, mavbe we're lackin® some of
the ole horse sense we always took for
granted.

No doult these fellas found them-
selves between a rock and a hard
place when the stator vane on the port
engine gave up the ghost, but from
there on just plain ole damage con-
trol and seamanship coulda saved the
boat.

Seems to me it wounlda been a good
idea 1o lighten ship right then and
try to get it back in the air. After
that, pluggin® holes with anything
available makes good sense and woulda
kept the draft down to a decent level
and seaworthy enough for a g 1o
the beach or to the carrier that passed
within shoutin® distance.




ENTERPRISE CREW MEMBERS AT FLIGHT

DECK PARADE AS THEIR CARRIER STEAMS UNDER THE GOLDEN GATE

ENTERPRISE HOME FROM COMBAT ZONE

istory had been made aplenty
Hwh(‘n the Navy's only nuclear-
|n':\\'(‘t'tfll aireraft carrier, USS En-
terfirise, steamed into a new home
port, NAS Aramepa, Calil., to end
her first Far East cruise and her
first combat tour oft Vietnam.

[t was quite a homecoming.

e Cheering crowds lined San
Francisco's lamous Golden Gate
Bridge to watch the huge carrier
move under the span; the top ol
the ship’s mast cleared the bridge
by only a few fleet.

"« VIP's, both military and civil-
1an, were much in evidence.

e The mayors of San Francisco,
Oakland and Alameda officially
proclaimed an “Enterprise Day.”
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By John D. Burlage, JOI,
and Leon E. Rhoades, JO3

e Dependents by the hundreds,
who couldn’t have cared less about
proclamations, VIP's or curious
spectators, were on the pier to catch
their first glimpses of husbands
and tathers in eight months. Many
ol them moved to Alameda [rom
the carrier's former home port,
Norlolk, alter the CVAN deployed
to WestPac Irom the East Coast.

In a day marked by honors, En-
terprise also earned the somewhat
dubious distinction of being the
first nuclear-powered warship ever
to cause an automobile traffic jam,
Cars were backed up for 12 miles

as drivers on the Golden Gate
slowed to watch the arrival.

Their actions were as understancd-
able as they were illegal; Enterprise
was something well worth tying up
traffic to see.

CVAN-G5 crew members got an
inkling of the welcome that was in
store for them even belore their
ship entered San Francisco Bay.

A fairly conventional approach
was taken by the San Francisco
Marine Exchange, which erected a
125-toot banner on the Golden
Gate, “Welcome Home Big E” it
declared. The use of banners was
not limited to bridges; another
one, which also welcomed the ship
to her new home, was trailed be.
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hind one of the Alameda-based air-
craft that staged a flyover during
the Bay transit, and there was a
third on one ol the brows that
would be used to link Enterprise
to the NAS Avamena pier to which
she would moor.

.\\'!ll S50 (T)l']\'{"ll||‘l}i](!| \\'{’.I( ome,
but one equally as appreciated, was
the effort made by the San Francis-
co Junior Chamber of Commerce.
Its members arranged to have 5,000
fortune cookies flown to the ship
to be passed out to crew members.
Inside were messages marking the
u('('lhitm.

Although it's a relatively short
haul from the Golden Gate to Ala-
meda (a statement with which im-
patient carrier crewmen may dis-

Thomas |. Walker I1I (Command-
er Carrier Division Three); and
Captains Edgar E. Stebbins (Com-
mander Fleet Air Alameda) and
Duncan A, Campbell (Command-
ing Offhicer, NAS AvLaMEDA) .

(,|\|[|.|||:~ present included Mayor
William §. Godfrey of Alameda,
Vice-Mayor Fred Maggiora ol Oak-
land, James V. Grealish, President
of the Navy League’s 12th Region,
and Dr. Michael May of the Law-
rence Radiation Laboratory, Liver-
more, California.

They watched as straining tug-
boats got their huge charge along-
side the pier. The brows were
dropped in place. Pandemonium
reigned for a time as dependents
stormed the ship and Enterprise

nam fighting when, on March 22,
1965, Secretary of Delense Robert
McNamara announced that the Big
E and the rest of the Navy's nu-
clear task lorce would be trans
ferred to the Pacific Fleet.

“The first two of the four ships
to be transferred will be the
Enterprise and the guided missile
frigate USS Baimbridge (DLGN
25)," a I)t?[::n'lmf'nr of Defense
news release said. “The guided mis-

sile cruiser Long Beach (CGN-9)
and the newest nuclear powered
surface ship, the guided missile

frigate USS Truxton (DLGN-35),
now being fitted out, will be trans-
ferred in 1966 on a date yet to be
determined.”

The announcement

came not

AWAITING Big E's arrival in Alamedo are, fram left, ¥Adm. Caon-
nolly, Dr. May, RAdm. Walker, RAdm. Taylor, and ¥V Adm. Ramage.

agree) , Enterprise picked up plenty
of company along the way. A flo-
tilla of small cralt—fireboats, cabin
cruisers and tugs among them—cs-
corted the carrier rom the Iarh[;_c
to her new home port. The Big £'s
arrival even brought out the .\llll}.'
The Sixth Army Band, embarked
in a Navy tug, provided appropri-
ae music.

Among the hundreds who
watched the carrier .I]}plu.uh the
Alameda pier Irom the pier itsell
were Vice Admirals Thomas F.
Connolly (Commander Naval An
Force, Pacihe Fleet) and Lawson P.
Ramage (Commander First Fleet) ;
Rear Admirals John McNay Tavlor

(Commander Western Sea Fron-
tier), John E. Clark (Comman-
dant, 12th Naval District) and
SEPTEMBER 1966

officers and enlisted men sought
their families. Somewhere in the
midst of it all, a short ceremony
was held. Then the magic words—
“Liberty Calll"—were passed over
the IMC, and crewmen headed for
home and the pleasant task ol get-
ting re-acquainted with their fami-
|it?h.

Local observers said later the en-
thusiasm generated by Bay Arvea
residents lor Enferprise’s arrival
rivaled that given the cruiser USS
San Francisco in WW 1.

It was quite a homecoming,.

It had been quite a cruise,

HOSE WHO TAKE an interest in
THIII.]I things were already saving
it was just a matter of time belore
Enterprise got involved in the Viet-

SPECTATORS, most of them dependents of crew members, watch
as tughkoats berth Enterprise to Alamede pier for the first time.

quite three years alter the Big E
joined the Second Fleer in the At-
lantic June 25, 1962, That was the
first regular assignment of the
world's largest warship to one ol
the Navy's tour striking fHeets.
Behind f'nrr'i'fn'm' however, was
a variety ol operations held since
she was launched Sept. 24, 1960—
including builder's and pre-accept-
ance trials in which the ship easily
outran her destroyer escorts and
broke all existing records for heavy
combatant ships. ‘
Ahead lay operations with the
Second Fleet, several deployments
to the Mediterranean, participation
in the Cuban Crisis late in 1963 and
Operation Sea Orbit, This last was
the now-lamous around-the-world
cruise in which Lnterprise, Long
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Beach and Bainbridge steamed 30,
565 miles without refueling or re-
plenishing,

Enterprise’s crew wasted no time
in winning awards for their carrier.
After FY 1963 competition, the Big
E became the hrst aircralt carrier
commissioned only a year to win
the Atlantic Fleet Battle Efficiency
Pennant. Later, the Chiel of Naval
Operations selected CVAN-65 as

- o TS
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men putting in 14 and 16 hours a
crack during atsea periods that
can, and do, last 50 (Ll}'s.

The work was hot, hard and un-
relenting aboard Enterprise, but
that was also not especially signifi-
cant: Navy men aboard carriers
steaming off Vietnam before Enter-
prise deployed were well versed in
the hard work department and
there are men serving aboard CVA's

T S A ——— P

WITH San Froncisco in the background, Enterprise steams foward her new home port,
Alameda, Calif., aofter an eight-month West Pacific cruise that started in Norfolk, Va.

the most outstanding aviation ship
in the Atlantic and the carrier be-
came the possessor ol the Marjorie
Sterrett Battleship Fund Award.
All of that, however, was only a
prv\'iew. On Oct. 26, 1965, Enler-

prise steamed out ol Norfolk,
bound for the real thing,
HE FIRST combat sorties were

flown ofl the USS Enterprise
December 2, 1965.

For the hrst time, a nuclear
powered aircralt carrier was seeing
combat; that, in itsell, was history.
History does not mean much to
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on the line today who are working
just as hard under more adverse
conditions,

As a matter of lact, I-.';m'f(m'.\'f'
had a let going for her—and the
real significance lies in the fact
that her crew knew it. Her Com-
manding Ofhcer, rear admiral-selec
tee Captain James L. Holloway
11, put it in words when he said,
“With this ship, il we don’t do ber-
ter than anvbody else in the Fleet,
we ought to be hred.”

Nobody was fhred, because the
men ol Enterprise did right well.

On that hrst day, Big E pilots

assigned to CVW.9 flew 118 sor-
ties against the Viet Cong. On Dec.
3, they few enough to break the
existing record of 131, and on Dec.
11 the tally climbed to 177,

Before their carrier left the
Seventh Fleet six months later, En-
terprise pilots made 138,020 sorties
against enemy targets,

It was the hrst strikes, however,
that prompted Rear Admiral Hen-

S —————————

THE VIEW from the carrier of the Alamedo

pier shows crowd owaifing ship's arrival.

1 s&‘ ‘:‘5‘

SIDEBOYS sfand by to welcome first group
of dependents fo come aboard Enterprise.

ry L. Miller, then Commander
Carrier Division Three in Enter-
prise, to send a message to the Sec-
retary of the Navy, the Chiel of
Naval Operations and other offi-
cials. Tt said:

“1 have the distinct honor and
pleasure to announce to you that
. . . the first nuclear-powered Lask
group in your Pacific Fleet and the
United States Navy engaged the
enemy in South Vietnam. The
USS  Enterprise, with all-jet Air
Wing Nine delivering the punch,
struck hard against Vier Cong in-
stillations in the Third and Fourth
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Corps areas. Enterprise was ably
supported by the nuclear destroyer
USS Bainbridge and the con-
ventionallv-powered destrovers
Barry (DD-933) and Roberts (DD-
823) of DesRon 24. Enterprise’s
memorable perlormance today test-
tifies that she is worthy of the herit-
age lelt by her illustrious predeces-
sor, CV-6."

The days passed, and Enterprise
crewmen continued to assault the
record hooks with claims of their
own. The Big I& teamed with the
unrep ship USS Sacramento (AOE-
1) on June 2, 1966, in an ammuni-
tion transfer, for instance, and the
claim was made that the 241 wons
translerred in 55 minutes by cargo
lines and helicopter were a new rec-
ord; earlier, in February, Sacramen-
to had moved 651 tons to Enter
prise in a single day.

Durine the six months ol the
cruise, Enterprise  liers dropped
more than 8,000 tons ol ordnance
on targets that included military
facilities, transportation networks,
military storage areas and barges
and junks carrying supplies to the
Viet Cong.

And, would vou believe it, In-
terprise crewmen even kept a pol-
ish on the “showboat” image their
ship earned — lor better or lor
worse — during Sea Orbit?  More
than 700 ofhcial visitors toured the
ship, both at sea and during rare
in-port periods: they included Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos of the Re-
public of the Philippines and Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kaishek ol the
Republic ol China.

[t wasn't exactly a lun CrUSe.

I'here were lioht momertts. how-
ever.  LEntertainers gave ol their
vime to heln Dreak the tedium
when they Frought <hows aboard.
Martha Rave brought » small com-
bo and got large laughs. Irimny
Kave and Vikki Carr earned the
crew'’s admiration and applause by
performing at 8 a.m. in Y0-d-gree
heat. Pianist “Big Tiny” Little had
his show athoard, Billy Casper and
Archie Moore represented the
world ol sports. Those whose du-
ties kept them [rom the live per-
[ormances got the chance to see
video-taped |'('};l.‘:).~. on the ship's
TV sets.

Mostly, though, it was work, eat,
and sleep—and stand by for the
hormm o sound “Flight Quarters!”
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And pften, especially for the flight
deck personnel, it seemed to be
just work, eat and work. The
strikes continued,

Then, suddenly, they stopped.
Enterprise’s baptism ol fire was
over. She was bound lor a new
home, for a short stay at the Ala-
meda pier, and then for a lew
weeks at the Hunter's Point Naval
Shipyard,

To men who have put in a lot
of long hours, and who mostly want
to get back home, messages ol con-
gratulations can be a lot ol nice

THE WARMTH of this
crewman can be appreciated by everybody.

welcome of o

words to be read and forgotten.
Enterprise receivedd her share, but
some of the words deserve to be
remembered:

“It is a great pleasure to extend
to you my personal congratulations
for a job ‘well done’,” said Admiral
Roy L. Johnson, Commander in
Chief, Pacific Fleet. “Enterprise
represents an important link be-
tween the traditions ol the past and
our Navy of the future. Your ac-
complishments, during the first
combat deployment of a nuclear-
powered major warship in history,
have contributed even further o
the legend of the Big E. More im-
portant, your performance has set
new precedents and new standards
in which each ol us in the Pacihc
Fleer may take great pride.”

Vice Admiral John |. Hyland,
Commander Seventh Fleet, had
these words ol praise for Enter-
prise, her air wing personnel and
members of her crew:

“As you depart lor home you
have my complete admiration lor
an outstanding all-around perlorm-
ance. Your duty on the line was
marked by [a] top-quality as well
as record-setting number of sorties
which helped to bring out one
tacer ol the \'llpt'!'im'il}' ol nuclear-
powered ships.

“Your hospitality 1o countless
visitors and the most exceptional
impression you invariably made on
them also contributed toward then
understanding of why nuclear pow-
er is a good investment lor [the|
United States. . . .”

It had been quite a cruise,

Total combat sorties

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE ENTERPRISE CRUISE

Highest number of combat sorties in single day (12-11-65) 177

Highest total number of sorties in single day (12-11-65) 211
Total number of arrested landings 18,142
Total tonnage ¢f ordnance delivered 8,966
Total number of days spent “on the line” 130
Total days at sea, 10-26-65 to 6-21-66 201
Total days in port, 10-26-65 to 6-21-66 37
Largest number of consecutive days at sea G11]
Total number of helicopter rescues 6
Number of times Enterprise relueled destroyers (i
Number of movies shown aboard the Big E 2,375
Operations performed by CVAN-65 medical stall 200
Total number of APC's consumed 121,000

13,020




SMOKE POURS FROM FLAMING TANKS AFTER STRIKE ON HANOI FACILITY

major [uel storage areas 1n
North Vietnam — including those
near Hanoi and Haiphong—were
being lown by Seventh Fleet pilots
as part of the U. S, effort to halt
the flow of men and material into
combat areas in the beleagucred
south.

By mid-July, Navy and Air Force
aircraft were in their third week
ol combat operations against petro
leum installations since the initial
strikes against the Hanoi-Haiphong
lacilities.

While the latter caused by lm
the most public comment, and
were the prime topic ol a press
conlerence held by Secretary of De-
lense Robert McNamara, the at-

10

Si‘i-lil\(l] AR air strikes against

tacks themselves ranged many miles
away Irom the North Vietnamese
capital city — including  missions
near Dien Bien Phu, more than
100 miles to the northwest.

I'he Dien Bien Phu raid,
coupled with attacks against facili-
ties near Dong Hoi and Vinh, raised
to 25 the number ol fuel installa-
tions struck in a 12-day period that
[ollowed the first Hanoi-Haiphong

missions, according to  press re-
POrts.
\ Seventh Fleet press release

that provided details ol those in-
itial operations said the Haiphong
fuel storage depot  was  severely
damaged by pilots from the USS
Ranger, while the Bac Giang la-
cility near Handi was estimated de-

MAJOR
FUEL
STORAGE
AREAS
STRUCK BY
NAVY PLANES

RECON PHOTO depicts one of the torgets
for Navy and Air Force combined strikes.

stroved by USS Hancock pilots and
the Do Son installation was hit by
planes lrom the USS Constellotion,

In his press conlerence, Secretary
MeNamara saidd the frst  strikes,
which were carried out by a total
of 46 Navy and Air Force aircralt,
hit targets that "n‘pr(-sonuﬂ OVer
60 percent of North Vietnam's re-
maining storage capacity.

“T'he attacks on the three ar-
gets were achieved with the loss of
one aircralt—an r-i10s,” the Secre-
tary said. “Pilots report that while
attacking  a surlace-to-air  missile
site in the vicinity ol Hanoi, MG
aircralt  were  encountered. One
MiG-17 was probably destroyed as
a result ol this encounter.”

Preliminary pilot reports said 80

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS




ONE REASON for air strikes ago st the pefroleum facility near
Haiphong was to cripple North Vietnam's only installation cape-

percent of the target near Hai-
phong was destroyed, Secretary M-
Namara announced, while pilots
reported heavy damage to the tar-
get near Hanoi as well as at Do
Son. “At Haiphong after the at-
tack, heavy smoke rose to an alti-
tude ol more than five miles, . .,
he pointed out, and he added that
hres were “observed in all four
sectors ol the IIL’IIHIL'LI!H storage
area’” ar Hanoi.

said the facility
Commander Charles R. Smith,
Commuanding Ofhcer of RVAILG

<|]n'1‘:1lil|;{ oft Ranger, assessed the
damage in somewhat livelier terms
alter he flew his ra-se Figilante on
a reconnaissance mission over the
Haiphong targets. "It looked like
we wiped out the entire world’s
supply ol oil,” he said. "1 didn't
know there was that much oil n
the world. The column ol oily
black smoke rose to more than 20,-

ble of offlcading fuel from lorge, ocean-going tankers;
received 95 percent

reports
of petroleum products.

000 feet and flames lt‘:l|]l‘ll to about
3,000 leer.”

I'he pilot indicated he felt the
accuracy of the raids was “the most
outstanding I've ever seen.”

He also said the force and accu-
racy of the bombing, and the in-
tensity of the fires it caused, “must
have ignited whatever storage tanks
were not directly hit.” He reported
he could see smoke from as far as
150 miles away.

BEFORE AND AFTER reconnaissance phofographs picture the sfor-
oge facility near Hanoi. Shot af left was faken this spring, while
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view of right wos obtained ofter raid.
18 fanks in the complex were destroyed and 13 were domaged.

Latter photo shows that
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EJECTION SEAT, canopy and radiation shield are used fo train
mainfenance men in operation of seaf, how fo open and close canopy.

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM unit includes mockup cockpit (left) with
switches fo activate miniature landing gear, lights, electrical parts.

A-7A MAINTENANCE TRAINER READY

N Jury, Ling-Temco-Vought de-

livered the hrst of three 21-unit
maintenance trainers to NAS Cecni
Fiern. The other two will go to
NAS Lemoorg, Calif., and MCAS
Beavrort, N, C,

Design ol the trainers began in
the summer ol 1964, Because the
trainers had to be completed well
ahead ol delivery ol the first Cor-
sair [l to the Fleet, engineers re-
sponsible for the units literally
looked over the shoulder of the

a-7A designers. Training ol techni-
cians began last January,

The sophisticated systems of the
a-7a called for sophisticated train-

12

POTENTIAL PILOT gefs checkouf in the cockpit procedures frainer.

The instructor (R) can introduce various emergencies and malfunctions.

ing aids. The systems duplicated
in the trainers (using actual air-
cralt parts where leasible) include:
landing, surface controls, ejection
seat and  canopy, integrated hy-
draulies, [uel, engine, cockpit pro-
cedures, electrical, automatic pilot,
standby remote attitude indicator,
air data computer, electronic coun-
termeasures, radar beacon, roller
map, communications, navigation
and identification, radar, radio
command control, weapons de-
livery, luzing and armament.
Classroom training aids to be
with the trainer include 12,-
000 colored viewgraphs and de-

nsed

tailed lesson guides [or technicians
and O&R personnel who will be
using the trainers.

Improved ease ol maintenance
was secured through modular con-
struction.  'The many small lights
illuminating the trainer's visual
displays, which ordinarily burn out
alter repeated turning on and olf,
are given greater lile through low
“keep alive” voltage which fows
through them when the machines
are turned ofl.

Key maintenance men from Cecil
Field were checked out in the units
at L'TV's Dallas plant prior to de-
livery ol the Corsair Il trainers,

b o

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM unif, confaining A-7TA parts where possible,

allows maintenance men to see cylinders and other parts in operation.
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COMMANDER W. R. Fraser, QinC, Pacific
Fleet Combat Camera Group, leff, wafches
Dave Penner, PH2, and Harvey Peck, DM3,
put up new insignia for what formerly was
called the Mobile Photographic Unit. The
group operates out of San Diego, Howaii and
Japon. Peck designed insignia which includes
¢ map of area the group covers with @ mo-
tion picfure camera superimposed on surface.

QH-50D Helo Tests End
Team Conducts Trials Aboard DD

The ou-sob, latest addition to
the Navy drone antisubmarine
helicopter  (DASH)  arsenal.  has
completed five months ol Board ol
Inspection and Survey Trials.

The ou-sop is an improved ver-
sion of the oH-soc. Improvements
in the new model enable destrovers
to deliver ordnance against nuclear-
powered submarines at incressed
ranges and allows the destroyer to
maintain the initiative,

The final phase of the trials was
conducted by a team [rom Naval
Air Test Center, Patuxent River,
aboard USS Cecil (DD-833). The
shipboard trials were a coordinar
elflort ol the NATC team and the
crew of the Ceeil.

NATC's Service Test Division
evaluated the maintenance suit-
ability and mission potential of
the weapon system. Flight Test
Division personnel tested the sta-
bility and control characteristics ol
the drone during landing and take-
oll,

Drone launches and recoveries
were conducted under various com-
binations of relative wind heading
and velocity. Radio frequency in-
terference tests were conducted by
Weapons  Systems Test  Division.
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During the ship trials, the drone
logged 27 hours [light time in three
and a hall days. The wials in-
cluded night operations as well as
day. The op-son has been provi-
siomally accepted [or Fleet release,

QH-50D IS SHOWN IN A TEST FLIGHT

LCDR. WM.

POWELL (L) and Cdr.
Edward Bouffard (R). of HS5-3, are ready

to fly first Navy SH-3D
plant, Stratford, Conn., to Norfolk. R. L.
Meorris (C), Sikorsky test pilot, briefs
them, The SH-3D is o version of the fwin-
turbine SH-3A submarine hunter with more
power and highly sophisticated equipment.

from Sikorsky

New Helo for Royal Navy
SH-3D Version of

The Royal Navy recently an-
nounced that a new antisubmarine
helicopter, known as the sH-3p, a
more powerlul version of the Sikor-
sky Sea King, will be built in Great
Britain by Westland Aircralt Lud.

The new helicopter will  be
powered by two Bristol-Siddeley
Gnomes and armed with British
antisubmarine equipment, includ-
ing homing torpedoes, sonar, ra-
dlar, tactical coordination and Dop-
pler navigation equipment. It fea-
tures all-weather Hight control.

I'he su-3p, scheduled for

‘Sea King'

de-

livery in 1969, has a crew of [our
and 1s capable of carrying 20
[ully-equipped woops, making it
ellective as a backup for the
Roval Navy's Commando helos,

More Skyhook Flights On
In a U.5./Canada Joint Venture

The Navy, in cooperation with
agencies ol the U.S. and Canadian
Governments, commenced the
seventh annual program ol Skyhook
balloon fights in June in a con-
tinuing eltort to obtain cosmic ray
data in the area ol the Geomagnet-
ic North Pole,

The more than 60 lights launched
[rom Canada are sponsored lor sci-
entific groups by the Office of Naval
Research, the National  Science
Foundation and NASA.

Data [rom the scientific payloads
[rom the flights launched at Flin
Flon, Manitoba, were telemetered
to a receiver and tape recorder at
the ground station because these
flights were not recoverable. The
remaining  flights were conducted
lrom Fort Churchill, Manitoba.
I'hese flights are recoverable be-
cause they are launched when the
lakes are not [rozen over.

The polyethylene balloons range
in size [rom 250,000 to 11 million
cubic leet and in thickness [rom

one-hall to three-quarters mil. The
duration of the flights, scheduled
to end this month, vary in duration
[rom eight to 56 hours.

DEAN A. B. DROUGHT, the Noval Acod-
emy's academic dean, recently visited
CNABaTra fo see Pensocola facilities and
observe Academy midshipmen during summer
training. He was indoctrinated on use of bail-
out trainer by flight instructors, Lt. Donald
Rhodes (in cockpit) and Ens. K. L. Gray.
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R. K. BOSLAUGH,

ATC, PRE-FLIGHTS CLUB AIRCRAFT

STUDENT LEARNS WORKINGS OF THE PIPER CHEROKEE

THE NEW BREED OF PRIVATE FLYERS

orriNG pownN to the Caribbean

for a lew days ol sun and fun
is a luxury that has alwavs seemed
well bf:)fiml the means of my
pocketbook. Matter ol fact, even a
relatively quick jaunt [rom Mem-
phis, Tenn—where I'm assigned
to the Naval Air Maintenance
Training Group aboard the Naval
Air Station—to New Orleans for a
weekend used to be out ol the ques-
tion.

Ah, but that was belore I dis-
covered a relatively inexpensive,
but extremely enjoyable, mode ol
transportation. It's provided by
the Nawvy Memphis !-'h'r'ug Clud.

I'd known there was such a club
since 1 arrived at Navy Memphis,
In fact, such organizations can be
found operating in and around
many naval air lacilities.

What | didn't know, however,

PLANE
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IS GASSED AFTER FLIGHT

By Steve Welch, JOI1

was that private llying —at least
that practiced by the Memphis
club—is not just a sport for a se-
lect group of flying "bugs” with
bulging billfolds. It's an economi
cal and highly enjoyable hobby [mn
just plain [olks.

Once | made that discovery, the
sky was almost literally the limit
Trips that once were 'way above
me didn’t come down to my level;
I flew up to theirs.

My interest in the flying club be-
gan when 1 struck up a conversa-
tion with Richard K. Boslaugh,
ATC, an active member and an
avid flying enthusiast. I was a bit
reluctant at first to accept his in-
vitation to spend a Saturday alter-
noon in the air. There Hashed
through my mind visions ol fear-

MEMBER PULLS

100-HOUR CHECK

less and [oolhardy daredevil pilots
peering at the world below through
dusty goggles, barnstormers, carni-
val stunt men and bush pilots who
fly without parachutes.

I soon discovered 1I'd been watch-
ing too many old movies. Times,
and aircralt, have changed.

Accepting Chiel Boslaugh's invi-
tation, I arrived at the NAS on the
designated day and lound the
club’s operating area. Its facilities
are located at the end ol one of the
station's runways. Only three of
the organization’s 11 planes were
on the ground when I arrived. Lit-
tle wonder; it was a beautiful day,
perlect Lor llving.

Without a doubt, the club’s run-
way is the busiest aboard the sta-
tion on a weekend, Club aircraft
are taking off and landing con-
stantly, bound for or returning

BETTY OVERMAN

IS A ‘COPILOT’
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from instruction fights or pleasure
trips.

I was introduced to the club's
president, B. |. Collins, AFCM,
and several members. From them
| learned about one ol America’s
lastest-growing sports and about
the highly successtul  Memphis
club.

The c¢lub was founded bv three
Navy men in 1958, Called the “A4"
Knockers, it was located at a civil-
ian airport. Its “fleet” then con-

sisted of a single-engine, two-seater

Aeronca Champ, lor which the or-
ganization begun making monthly
payments,

By 1960 the “A4” Knockers owned
a pair ol two-seaters and a four-
seater. The [ollowing vyear, the
club was officially dissolved so it
could be reorganized under its
present name and by-laws, Previ-
ously restricted to Navy and Ma-
rine Corps personnel, it was opened
to dependents and  civilians and
was moved aboard the air station.

Today, the club is a non-profit
organization that has the use ol
ten single-engine and one twin-
engine aircralt. It employs a full-
time civilian Hight instructor and
three full-time mechanics. Its busi-
ness is conducted by a board ol
governors  elected by  members
every six months,

The club owns nine ol its air-
cralt, one is leased [rom a member,
and one —a T-34 Mentor —is on
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AUTHOR USES PILOT'S COMPUTER FOR CROSS-COUNTRY

loan [rom the Navy under a pro-
gram that enables Navy-recognized
flying clubs to procure obsolete
trainers. Lquipment and aircraft
purchases are financed by a bank
in - Millington, Tenn. A 53,000
emergency lund is maintained in
the Navy Federal Credit Union
aboard the station.

Aircralt rental fees and member-
ship dues of $2 a month are barely
enough to cover the costs of main-
tenance, insurance and operations,
so the club must depend for its

THE

livelihood on recruiting new mem-
bers. They are required to pay an
initial entrance lee ol $40. About
30 new members join each month.

The unusually high number ol
new members can be attrvibuted to
the fact that Navy Memphis, a ma-
jor training center lor Navy and
Marine aviation personnel, has a
tremendously  large turnover, es-
ecially among younger non-rated
idividuals. The club keeps them
in mind.

Rental and membership fees are
comparatively low, so they suit the
budget of an E-2 or E-5. Then too,
the club is managed by enlisted
personnel, creating a “one-ol-the-
bovs™ atmosphere that’s extremely
appealing to new, non-rated mem-
bers. Another drawing card for the
club is the aviation atmosphere
that surrounds its members. They
olten leel they are better serving
the Navy by learning how to Hy

FLYING CLUB HAS ITS OWN

and understanding a few of the
problems pilots must [ace.

Total membership varies, but it
usually averages 160 persons. Ap-
proximately 80 percent are stu-

dents attending Class “A” or “RB”
schools at NATTC. The rest are
mainly station personnel, whose

horsepower ranges [rom airman to
captain, and dependents.

Some ol the club’s members are
experienced pilots, while others

are working toward various pilot
ratings—you might call what they

ELECTRONICS SHOP

do “post-graduate work.” Many are
beginners who have yet to make
their first solo flight.

The club has a complete training
syllabus for all pilot ratings and
can provide six FAA-rated flight in-
structors on demand. Facilities are
open seven days a week; at least
one instructor is always present to
issist dependents and off-duty per-
sonnel.

The instruction fee is $4 per
flight-hour. The normal student
requires eight to ten hours ol train-
ing belore his first solo.

Once the basic fundamentals are
mastered, learning to fly a plane is
as easy as learning to drive a car
and club members swear it's much
saler.

“Recruits” begin their lessons in
one ol the club's five Piper Colts
or two Piper Cherokees. These are
relatively simple single-engine air-
craft with a handling ease that
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makes them ideal for student use.
In them, the novice soon learns
there’s much more to the art of Hy-
ing than taking oll, staying air-
borne, and landing safely.

Because of this [act, [ormal
ground school classes are conducted
weekly. Although they're not actual-
Iy a requirement, new club members
are strongly urged to attend as many
sessions as possible. It's here that
-itll(ll'.'“[\ I(’i‘ll‘]l Lo P]’()I]L‘.]]’ canre I(ll' d
plane, the do’s and don’t’s ol aircrali
safety, the important FAA rules and
regulations, minor maintenance and
upkeep techniques, emergency mea-
sures and many other aspects of pri-
vate flying that fall in both “need-
to-know” and “nice-to-know”
g(ll'i('s,

Alter his first solo Hight, the stu-
dent pilot is entitled to fly the air-
craft alone on both local and
instructor-approved cross-country
Hights (that is, beyond a 50-mile
radius ol the runway). To qualily
for a private pilot rating, the FAA
requires 40 hours ol flying time;
ten of them must be cross-country.

I'he club maintains equipment,
facilities and qualilied instructors
for students who wish to work to-
ward an advanced rating alter
qualilying as private pilots. Rat-
ings include multi-engine, night
flight, commercial, instrument
flight and instructor.

Recently, the club began a spe-
cial copilot course for women. It
doesn’t teach the ladies to Hy solo,
but it does give them the basic “for
emergency use only” information

caLe-

STUDENT PILOT STUDIES CHEROKEE INSTRUMENT PAN
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they need if they suddenly find
themselves with an ill or incapaci-
tated pilot husband when they go
along for the ride. One lady be-
came so enthused over these classes
she continued her training and be-
came a [ull-Hedged aviatrix.

Club members may rent planes
for as long as they desire. Costs
range [rom $6.50 per [light-how
for the Piper Colts to 512 for the
twin-engine Apache. On extended
cross-country llights, charges are
two flight-hours per day or the ac
tual flight time of the trip, which-
ever is greater. The club reim-
burses members 25 cents lor each
gallon of gas they may purchase
along the way,

Once qualified, club members
can take advantage ol the organi-
zation’s greatest benefit: They can

G

EL CIVILIAN MECH,

MEMPHIS CLUB'S BIRDS ARE REFUELED AND TIED DOWN

‘BUZZ’ McCAIN,

EACH EVENING

make (lights to areas that
otherwise be inaccessible.
For instance, Lt. P. C. Dowling,
a Navy doctor, recently took his
[amily on a ten-day vacation to the
Bahamas in a Beecheralt Debonair.
Richard Truesdale, AN, navigated
his way to New York in a Cherokee
just a week alter he received his

may

private pilot rating. Jerry Rine-
shmit, AT2, flew the Adpache to
Denver, Colo., and Rapid City,
S.D. LGdr. €. B. Simmons winged

his way to Norfolk, Va., for a com-
bined business and pleasure trip.
The list is almost endless.

Trips like these are being made
with increasing regularity by club
members. The prevailing mood
among them seems to be, “Until

the skyways are as congested as the
highways, we'll stick to the air!”

“ S

WORKS ON A PLANE
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SPACECRAFT is hoisted aboord Guadalca-
nal affer successful splashdown in Atlantic.

ARTIST'S illustration depicts rendervous
and docking maneuvers made by Gemini 10.

WITH John Young seated in raoft, Michael ASTRONAUTS, in Gemini 10, were [aunched SENIOR officers aboord Guadaleanal are
Collins leaves spacecraft after landing. shortly after the Agena farget vehicle. briefed by astronaufs on their mission.

THE FLIGHT OF GEMINI 10

o SR : i A
GEMINI 10 astronouts John W. Young (L), command pilot, and STORM CLOUD formations near the Straifs of Gibraltar were
Michael Collins, pilot, aboard USS Guadaicanal after recovery. photographed by Gemini 10 astronauts during the three-day flight.
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VR-21 SUPPORTS CARRIERS OFF VIETNAM

T's 1800 at NAS Cusl Point, Subic

Bay, Philippines. A twin-engine,
propeller-driven  c1a  aireralt s
towed to the line. Maintenance
men check over the pilot's hard log
of discrepancies, order needed
parts, wash down exhaust trails
that result from a day’s flying and
commence working off the log ol
gripes.

Thirty men take care of .nrl\m;,
¢1A’s. On the planes and in the
office, they work around the clock,
then are relieved by another 30-
man team the next alternoon. To-
gether, they comprise VR-21, a tac
tical logistics squadron which makes
priority Hights to aircraft carriers
on the South China Sea.

VR-21 is one ol the Navy's larg-
est single squadrons. It has oper-
ated throughout the Vietnam con-
flict, making COD (carrier onboard
delivery) flights with parts, mail
and men to carriers oft Vietnam.

The nine c-1a's at Cubi Point
are used for an average ol five
flights daily. When they return
from the carriers, they are given
thorough inspections on the line,
repaired where necessary and near-
ly always used again the next morn-
ing.

Discrepancies [requently involve
electrical and  hydraulic  parts.
“These are caused by rain, humidi-
ty and heat,” according to Mainte-
nance Chiel Max L. Wendorll,
ADRC, “There’s plenty of all three
here now.”

0300 — The morning’s COD
flights, determined by requests ol
the carriers, have been listed. The
planes, alter another going-over,
are towed to the terminal.
~ Depending on the time they are
expected to arrive at the ships,
planes are loaded, usually two
hours betore departure. Mail de-
livery to the carriers, a unique serv-
ice of the squadron, is one service
which makes every COD plane
popular with the men on the line.
At Subic, ships' mail is sorted and
packaged lor the COD’s at the
Terminal Post Ofhee, another 24-
hour-workday operation.

0400—Plane crews check in. Pi-
lots confirm their flight schedules at
Operations, then preflight their
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WORK BEGINS ON C-1A 'GRIPES’

PLANE TOWED TO INSPECTION LINE

respective c-1a’s. Pilot, copilot and
plane captain make up a team.

A cargo inspection iy macde on
each c1a. Il there is room, pas
sengers are manilested lor the
flights,

1330—After a briel fuel stop at
Da Nang Air Base, the caa lands
on the USS Hancock, off Vietnam.
There is a line of postal representa-
tives eager Lo take the mail.

“Everyone looks [orward to mail,”
says Postal Chiel Paul W. Turpin
who supervises the Hancock mail-
room. “You'd be surprised at the
big boost a guy gets when he re-
ceives a package or a letter.”

The Hancock and all other car-
riers handle mail for escort ships.

For the c-1a arew, there are now
immediate preparations (o make,
Pilots meet with the Hancock's Air
Transler Othce to see what will be

returning to Subic Bay Naval Base.
The cargo is loaded under the
plane captain’s direction. If there
are passengers, they are logged.
Next is a check with Operations.
Will there be any side trips en
route to Subic?

1415—The Subic-bound c1a is
catapulted off the Hancock.

“That must be how it feels to
get shot [rom a cannon,” says Plane
Captain Leil Kristiansen, ADRS.

In the past 21 days, he has Hown
approximately 140 hours. “Sure,
it's a rough schedule, but 1 like 1o
Hy,” he Says.

1800—At Cubi Terminal, Subic
Bay, VR-21 men wait. As each COD
arrives, it is unloaded and towed
to the line.

Seven days a week.

Each man, pilot as well as line-
man, agrees that it's hard work.
But each can look forward to a bit
of relief since he is on a 30-day ro-
tation schedule between Cubi and
VR-21 Detachment headquarters in
Japan. From NAS Atsuver, it is a
short train ride to Yokohama and
Tokyo.

Ol his men, Commander David
L. Draz, VR-21 OinC, says, “For
the last year, they have been op-
erating at 127 percent of their ex-
pected capability. They're doing
this on a port and starboard sched:
ule, It's amazing the way the men
work, the way they're actually meet-
ing the requirements. 1 really
didn’t think it could be done.”

But it has been done, and the
squadron is still doing the job. By
the end ol the year, however, it is
hoped that the new c-2a will begin
to replace the c-1a for COD's in
Southeast Asia.

The new turboprop will be able
to do 1400 miles instead of 750
miles per trip. It will carry 10,000
pounds as against the present 3,000
and deliver 30 passengers where the
1A has space lor eight.

“This will mean a guantum
jump for our airlilt capability and
will increase our work lorce,” Com-
mander Draz says. “This is what
the men at Cubi need. The mission
goes on day and night, and those
deployved ro Cubi are doing their
best. They're making it work.”
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TRIPARTITE JET V/STOL, THE

o

HAWKER SIDDELEY P. 1127 (XV-6A), ON THE LINE AT NATC PATUXENT RIVER

JET V/STOL ABOARD TWO NAVY SHIPS

HE FIRST landing ol a jet-pow-
T ered V/STOL (Vertical /Short
Takeoff and Landing) aircraft
aboard a U. S. aircralt carrier un-
derway was made when the British-
built P.1127 Kestrel touched down
on the flight deck of the USS Inde-
pendence during operations in the
Atlantic,

Twenty-two flights from the In-
dependence, as well as 11 from the
amphibious transport dock ship
USS Raleigh, were made as the
Navy's portion of tri-service con-
cept evaluations using the p.i127.
It carries the U.S. designation
Xv-6A, assigned by DoD.

The atsea evaluations were
being held while Ling-Temco-
Vought's propeller-driven V/STOL
aircraft, the xc-1424, was being
given an intensive one-day carrier
test aboard the USS Bennigton
in the Pacific (NANEws, July 1966,
pp. 20-21). Aside [rom their
V/STOL capabilities, the two air-
cralt are widely dissimilar.

Produced by Hawker Siddeley
Ltd, for tripartite testing by the
u. s, the l.'uilul Kingdom and
West Germany, the xv-sa is a
single-seat, high-subsonic  strike/
reconnaissance aircraft employing
a madified delta platform wing.
Designed to operate from unpre-
pared surfaces, it is 42 feet long and
11 feer high. It has a 253-loot wing-
span with a gross wing area of 189
square feet, weighs 10,700 pounds
empty and 15400 pounds with in-
ternal Tuel. It leatures a pressur-
ized cockpit equipped with a Mar-
tin-Baker rocket ejection seat.

The plane has a bicycle main
landing gear with dual wheels alt,
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a single nose wheel and wing-tip
outrigger wheels. All gear is re-
tractable.

A Pegasus MK, 5 engine powers
the aircraft. It is a two-spool,
axial-flow, vectored thrust, high by-
pass ratio turbofan engine develop-
ing 15,200 pounds of static thrust
at sea level. The forward spool is
an LP fan and the rear spool is an
HP compressor. Each is independ-
ent in operation of the other,
but they are coaxial and contra-
rotate,

Four rotatable nozzles, mechanic-
ally interconnected, are located two
on each side of the fuselage and
can be rotated simultaneously
through an arc of 100 degrees from
fully aft to 10 degrees forward of
vertically down to vector the engine
thrust for V/STOL operations.

To provide [or control during
hovering and at low speed, jet re-
action controls are provided hy
utilizing bleed air ducted to shut-
ter valves at the wing tips, at the
nose and at the tail. Normal aero-
dynamic controls are used for con-
ventional fight.

Six of the aircraft, four belong-
ing to the U. 8, and two on loan
from Germany, were shipped from
England lor the American tri-
service (rials, Army evaluations
were conducted at Ft. Campbell,
Ky., under direction of the Com-
manding General of the 101st Air-
borne Division. Air Force eval-
uations took place at Eglin AFB,
Fla. The Navy portion was di-
rected by the Commander of
NATC Paruxent River, Md., with
assistance by the Navy's Operation-
al Test and Evaluation Force,

Purpose of the Navy trials was
to demonstrate the feasibility ol
operating jet V/STOL aircraft
from aircraft carriers and smaller
ships with landing platforms. Spe-
cifically, NATC personnel were to:

e Determine and evaluate the
advantages and disadvantages to
ship, force and Fleet as a result of
employment of V/STOL aircraft.

e Determine the feasibility of
simultaneous operations between "
V/STOL and other aircraft.

e [stablish operating character-
istics aboard aireraft carriers, and
on smaller ships with landing
platforms, of direct-jet thrust
V/STOL's under various wind-
over-the-deck conditions.

e Find our if V/STOL planes
are compatible with existing car-
rier deck-handling equipment and
techniques.

The schedule called for opera-
tions at Patuxent River to acquaint
pilots with the xv-ea and to fa-
miliarize them with normal carrier
operating procedures before evalu-
ations were held aboard Independ.-
ence and Raleigh.

Commander James J. Tyson was
OinC ol the tri-service evaluation
tecam. Project officer for NATC
PaTuxent Riveir was Commander
N. L. Bausch; NATC civilian en-
gineer was Donald E. House; while
Commander Donald M. Lvnam
served as test coordinator. Lt. Earl
R. Clark was project LSO,

Commander Andrew Pullar, Jr.,
is the Navy member of the xv-ga
Management Board.

Pictorial coverage of the at-sea
XV-6A operations 1s displayed on
the two  [ollowing pages.
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Y/STOL CONCEPT EVALUATIONS FEATURED THE XY-6A

AWAITING LAUNCH INSTRUCTION, PILOT MANS XV-6A

JETS ‘STIR UP SMOKE’ DURING LANDING ON RALEIGH CARQUALS FOR THI

RADM. F. H. MICHAELIS INSPECTS XV-6A WITH CDR. ANDREW PULLAR CREWMAN WATCHES V/STOL HOVER
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4
. COMMON VIEW OF THE XV-6A DJRING _ONCEPT TESTS

r

/STOL AIRCRAFT DURING INDEPENDENCE EVALUATIONS

RIPARTITE V/STOL  —

CDR. JAMES J. TYSON (CENTER), SENIOR OFFICER OF TRI-SERVICE EVALUATION TEAM, WITH XV-6A PILOTS
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WAHL, AO1, AND SQUIER, AD3, USE SHIPBOARD LOADER TO PUT SIX BOMBS SIMULTANEOUSLY ON PHANTOM I

GROUND RADAR station had
A locked on and was tracking
the lone aircraft approaching
rapidly from the south. Nearby,
six pairs ol eyes stared intently
through the viewfinders ol three
odd-looking turrets, Hands made
small adjustments to azimuth and
elevation controls and now the tur-
rets also rtracked the closing air-
cralt.  Fingers were poised over
triggers, arching slightly as il in
anticipation of an easy kill,

Suddenly the air cracked with a
single radio transmission, “Echo
Control, this is Waterbug 818, roll-
ing in 10 seconds.”

High overhead, sharply sil-
houetted against the clear blue
sky, the heavily laden Navy rus
rolled inverted, as its pilot com-
menced his run in for a high-angle
delivery. Filteen sleck, 500-pound
bombs. their appearance strangely
altered by long, tubelike nose ex-
tensions, were nestled under the
wings ol the Phantom as the tar-
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WEAPON
WIZARDRY
AT NATC
PATUXENT

RIVER

By Lt. Neal D. Gieske, USN

below, appeared in the
Ihe altimeter un-

get, [n
sicht reticle.

wound at a sickening rate as air

speed increased  rapidly in  the
near vertical dive. As the target
grew larger and larger in the sight,
the pilot’s gloved thumb methodi
cally depressed the bomb pickle.

On the ground, triggers were
squeezed as the radar and turrets
continued their relentless tracking.

In the air, cameras whirred and
clicked as the bombs spewed forth
Ilrom the aircralt’s bomb racks,
Almost instantly a distinct, jarring
thump was heard in the cockpit
and the aircraft pitched violently.
The pilot barely muffled a curse
as he gingerly nursed his damaged
fighter out ol the steep dive and
limped toward home.

The scene, complete with ground
radar, turrets, aircralt and bombs
..« possibly Vietnam? The thump
. . . an antiaireraft hit? But the
cameras that whirred and clicked?
... Ah! T've got it! A Hollywood
studio  with trick  photography.
Right?z No, not right, wrong on all
counts.

HE scENE depicted above did
take place recently, exactly as
described. It could have been as

deadly as the real thing except
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that inert instead ol live bombs
were dropped.

The radar and turrets, in reality
pllotnillemluliles. were vital com-
ponents of an instrumented weap-
ons range located on the western
shore ol the Chesapeake Bay.

The thump felt by the test pilot
and the damage to the aircraft
were real enough! But they were
not caused by an antaircraft hit
as you might have supposed. In-
stead, one ol the released bombs
had struck another and then
tumbled erratically into the air-
cralt stabilator,

The cameras that whirred and
clicked were part ol an airborne
photo-panel installation which pro-
vided a permanent record ol all

critical flight instrument readings
during the release sequence
For the fHight described above

F-8 GUNS ARE TESTED

PARR, AO3, GIVES PILOT BOMB RACK CHECK SIGNAL

SEPTEMBER 1966

IN WEAPONS FIRING TUNMEL

was but one of the hundreds ol
test flights required to establish the
sale release envelope of aircrali
stores conducted by the Ordnance
Branch ol the Weapons Systenis
Fest (WST) Division at the Naval
Air Test Center, Patuxent River,
Maryland.

Airborne stores, as defined by the
Naval  Air  Systems Command
(NASCY. consist ol all missiles,
rockets, bombs, mines, torpedoes,
detachable fuel and spray tanks,
pods (refueling, thrust augmenta-
tion, gun, ECM, etc.), targets and
all similar items intended for car-
riage internally or externally by
aircralt, including the  racks,
launchers, adapters and detachable
pylons used for such carriage. This
definition applies  whether the
SLOYES are or are not o I)L' N("]]lllflll"ll
[rom the aircralt during a flight,

A-4 LOADED WITH 30

Every phuse in the test and eval-
uation ol airborne stores and their
subsequent marriage to naval air-
craft 1s ol primary importance 1o
the project officers, engineers, en-
listed and civilian aviation ord-
nancemen and clerical personnel
assigned 1o the WST Ordnance
Branch.

Headed by Cdr. W. A. Lebert,
the branch is organized into threc
sections, each of which is working
at full capacity in response to the
needs of the Fleet.

The Ordnance Weapons Projecls
Section, subdivided into military
officer and civilian engineer teams
is concurrently performing the

]}i:\mlil‘lg, testing analysis and re-
porting ol test results ol more than
65 Wep Tasks assigned by Naval Ain
Systems Command, many ol which
pPriority.

are of maximum effort

i L i— 0 *
EXPERIMENTAL PYROTECHNICS

WING TIP CAMERAS WILL RECORD A-7A ROCKET FIRE
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ORDNANCEMEN READY PARACHUTE

Lach ol these WepTasks is con-
cerned with the testing ol specilic
production or prototype weapons
as related 1o particular aircralt.
Many of them are primarily con-
cerned with the physical and elec-
trical comp: tibility between stores,
multiple carriage racks, parent
racks and the arcralt’s armament
control svstem. Others are more
directly related to the establishment
ol sale carriage, release and jetti
son flight envelopes ol stores not
previously test-dropped [rom that
particular aiveralt  and/or rack
combination. The end results ol
these particular WepTasks are
promulgated to Fleet squadrons
via NASC and are to be lound in
the operating limitations section ol
all amrcraft NATOPS manuals.

Testing in this area is ol neces-
sity comprehensive and thorough,
lor, contrary to popular beli=l, those
sleek, deadly, aerodvnamically de-
signed weapons clustered onto com-
bat aircraft o nor always separate
cleanly and [all straight awav.
Potentially  lethal bomb-to-bomb
and  bomb-to-aireralt - collisions,
caused v unprelicrehls
characteristics associated with mul-
tiple-bomb-rack-configured jer air-
craft, have increasingly plagued
Naval Aviation.

Though they usually occur dur-
ing high-speed, high dive-angle de-
liveries, collisions may also occun
during releases performed in low-
angle dives or even in level flight.
To date, no method other than ex-
tensive flight testing has been found
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FLARE FOR A STATIC TEST DROP

to pre-determine the actions of air-
borne stores in that instant [ollow-
ing release or ejection [rom a bomb
rack.

Considering that each individual
store su»})cm[rd from an aircralt

creates a different aicflow, which
varies as changes in flight param-
eters are introduced, one must

realize that an inhinite number ol
conditions can exist.

Simple mathematies related to a
single aircraft flving at a given air-
speed, attitude and G may empha-

TEST PILOT

(L) AND OTHERS STUDY BOMB RACK AND

size this point. The A-6, [or exam-
ple, has five external stores stations
to which may be attached multi-
|]I(' carriage racks with six separate
stations per rack for a total capac-
ity ol Limiting this hy-
pothetical problem to the carriage
ol just three ol the different wei -
ons In an extensive inventory on
any one flight, we find that Weap.
on A could be carriedd on any ol
the 30 stations, Weapon B on any
ol the remaining 29, and Weapon
C on any ol the remaining 28 sta-
tions lor a total ol 24,360 possible
combinations, each presenting dif-
f&'l't.‘IlI atrflow  conditions. I we
were 1o increase the number ol
weapons, vary the type ol bomb
rack or vary any ol the {light con-
ditions, the possible combinations
would be astronomical.

In a positive effort to avoid dam-
age to project aircralt, and in the
light ol the fact that it would be
impossible 1o test each combina-
tion, all flying is conducted in ac-
cordance with a carefully formu-
lated test plan. The number and
positioning ol stores, release inter-
vals and sequencing, speeds, dive
angles and G are inecreased or de-
creased in gradual increments based
upon past successful results. Dam-
age, however, does still occur on

30 stores,

=l

ROCKET LAUNCHER
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CAMERA (CIRCLE) RECORDS TA-4F'S BOMB RELEASES AND ROCKET FIRINGS

occasion, as the test pilnl seeks oul
maximum limitations.

The Special Ordnance Projects
Section of the branch tests and
evaluates both experimental and
production lot pyrotechnies; stores
such as parachute Hares, photo-
flash cartridges, smoke lights and
signals, etc. Commercial manufac-
urers ol standard items are re-
quired to submit random samples
from their production lines for
quality acceptance tests prior to
purchase of the lot by the Navy.
In addition, this section is con-
cerned  with  ordnance ground
handling and loading equipment.
Recently several prototype ship-
hoard and shorebased self-powered
weapons loaders have been evalu-
ated at continental air stations and
aboard deploved CVA's,

The Ordnance Shops Section ol
the branch provides technical sup-
port to the other sections. Highly
qualified ordnance technicians,
working closely with the project

OV-10A WITH UNUSUAL SPONSONS
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officers and engineers, perform all
necessary aircralt and {.-quipnwm
checks; design, [abricate and in-
stall special instrumentation and
wiring; load the aircralt and other-
wise accomplish the myriad num-
ber of essential tasks so necessary
to a program of this magnitude,

In addition to the tasks already
mentioned, each section ol the
branch contributes I some man-
ner to monitoring the design and
development of new aircralt, bomb
racks, launchers and handling
equipment. Technical assistance, as
requested, is rendered to tri-service
aircralt mock-up boards; contractor
armament demonstrations ol new
aircraft, such as the a-za Corsair 11,
ov-10 Coix and 1a-4¥ Skyhawh are
witnessed and reported: Navy Pre-
liminary Evaluations and Board ol
Inspection and Survey Trials are
conducted in  cooperation with
other NATC activities.

As might well be imagined, visits
by branch personnel to aircraft fac-
tories, ammunition depots, mili-
tary and civilian test facilities, and
Fleet-operating activities are fre-
quent and necessary. One  ord-
nance project officer, travelling on
TAD orders. spent more than 100
days away [rom the branch dur-
ing the past year. Representing
both NATC and NASC, as a mem-
ber of a ComNavAirPac Ordnance
Field Team for a period of ten

weeks, he visited six CVA’s off the
coast ol Vietnam, Marine Aviation
units at Da Nang and Chu Lai
and military installations in  the
Republic of the Philippines, [apan
and Hawaii, in addition to stations
in CONUS.

Recent accomplishments by the
beanch, the results ol which have
already added to the effectiveness
ol Fleet aircralt in delivering ord-
nance on the target, include: modi-
fication ol the arming wire config-
uration of Snakeye bombs and
nreparation of Aviation Armament
Bulletins 357 and 358, clearance

THREE-CAMERA TRACKING TURRET

envelopes for carriage and release
of WW 11 ax-m bombs, Mk 77 fire
bhombs, suti-as flare dispensers, My
fuze extensions and several im-
proved rocket launchers.

Present WepTasks assigned to
the branch include the evaluation
of the more exotic “Eye” series
weapons, such as Walleye, Gladeye,
Padeye, Rockeye, Fireye, Weleye
and Sadeye,

All billets, though challenging
and demanding, are unusually re-
warding. As stated recently by
Captain E. H. Doolin, Director of
Weapons Systems Test, “We have
the satisfaction ol knowing that
the results ol our eftorts play a
vital role toward the improvement
of aviation hardware and tech-
niques in support of the Fleet.”
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HELICOPTER CAPABILITY OF USS LA
FEW WEEKS Atlantic

M\ Fleet amphibious ship became

the smallest ship vet rested as
space flight recovery ship.
Operating in Lynhaven Inlet ofl
Norfolk, the amphibious transport
dock USS LaSalle was tested [or its
;li)i[il} o handle |I(']'uu]}lt'l'>. -
munications and recovery teams.
Primary recovery ships in the
past have been aircralt carriers like
the USS IWasp and amphibious as-
sault ships like the USS Boxer.
I'he LaSalle, which can operate
six helicopters lrom its  lantail
flicht deck, is one ol the new-
est types of amphibious ships.

ago, an

Launched in August 1963, it is 530
leet long and can cruise at better

USS LA SALLE PULLS ALONGSIDE A DUMMY CAPSULE

26

SALLE WAS ONLY PART OF THE TEST

than 20 knots. Unlike NASA's
Geming and Apollo  programs
which use equatorial orbits, the
Manned Orbital Laboratory
(MOL) program will use a more
complicated polar orbit.

Where a single end-of-mission
landing area is planned for a
Genuni and A pollo mission, both
primary Pacific and secondary At-
lantic landing zones are to be used
in the MOL program. They are
required because ol the relative
movement ol the earth in the case
ol polar orbits. The test of the La-
Salle results from an expected need
lor more plil'll;tl'} recovery ~.||i}).~.

During the launch phase, MOL
recovery ships will stretch south

b

THE CAPSULE 1S SUCCESSFULLY

AMPHIBIOUS
SHIP
TESTED
FOR
MOL
PROGRAM

lrom California to below the equa-
tor. A number ol these ships must
be capable ol launching several
helicopters,  With its speed, heli-
copter and communications capaci-
ties and extensive woop quarters
which can be used for space flight
personnel, an :mlphil;imls Lrans-
port dock appears to meet all
needs.

NASA personnel helped conduct
the first test of the LaSalle along
with personnel [rom the Atlantic
Fleet Amphibious Force and the
Manned Spacecralt Recovery Force
Office at Norfolk. Rear Admiral
W. C. Abhau, Commander ol the

space program’s Task Force 140,
was one ol the observers ol the test,

HOISTED ABOARD SHIP
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NEW LOOK IN VP SUPPORT FACILITIES

rorarty New kind ol “home”

lor vz Orion squ;nh'nnﬁ.
which will look lor all the world
like a pie sliced into six pieces,
is being built at NAS Jacksoxn-
viLLE, Fla.

Representing new concept in
patrol squadron support facilities,
the hexagonal (six=sided) structure
was designed to house and com-
pletely accommodate five Orion
squadrons in an area expected to
cover some 350,000 square [eet.
Ground has been broken lor the
first portion ol the facility, repre-
senting 194,000 square feet, on an
unused part ol the NAS JAcKsoN-
viLLE field area.

In  addition to housing the
squadrons, the building will also
enclose all their supporting admin-
istrative, supply and maintenance
activities as well,

Basically, plans call lor the build-
ing to contain in its “core” the
offices, storerooms and  related
spaces necessary for squadron sup-
port. Five of the exterior portions
ol the structure’s segments will be
made up ol the hangars that will
house a squadron apiece.

The sixth wedge ol the “pie”
will contain additional shops to be
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used for heavy work—such as en-
gine and propeller maintenance—
and educational [acilities that in-
clude classrooms and an audito-
rium.

The center ol this segment has
been cut away to accommodate the
driveway and access doors neces-
sary for deliveries from large roll-
ing stock.

Within the complex, individual
squadron  shop and oflice spaces
will be located lor each ol the five
squadrons.  Offices will be on the
second deck ol the two-story por-
tion of the edifice. A concentric
(common  axis) passageway will
provide ready access to all squad-
rofr hllil('{.’?’h

The outboard hangar bays will
comfortably  accommodate  two
Orions  apiece  [or maintenance
work. Three of the big planes can
be housed in emergencies. In the
complex will be ample parking
space lor assigned aircralt, while
two short ready-access taxiways run
to and from the field.

Funding lor construction ol the
complex has been spread over three
fiscal years: The $5,300,000 allotted
in FY '66 will build the three han-
gar segments closest to the field,

SL600,000 for the adjacent park-
ing apron has been approved lor
FY '67 and an additonal $4,767.-
000 has been programmed in FY
‘68 lor another hangar segment,
the shops” wedge and some parking
space. Funds have not been allotted
for one ol the hangar portions.
Progress in the creation, plan-
ning and approval of the structure
has proceeded at an exceptionally
fast rate, olhcials said, First cor-
respondence concerning the com-
plex was initiated only in 1963

VF-174 Newly Redesignated
As VA is Assigned New Plane

Fighter Squadron 1741 became
Attack Squadron 174 in July, CNO
directed the change to reflect the
squadron’s new role: training at-
tack pilots.

Since -5 training is being phased
out this month, the squadron will
be the first in the Navy to receive
the new LTV-built a-za Corsair
[1.  The a-za has incorporated
many leatures ol |I1(’ F-8.

Commander G. L. Gray, [r., lor-
merly skipper ol V I* 174, is the first
Commanding Olficer ol VA-171,
The outhit is based at Cecil Field.
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FLEET AIR WINGS ON PATROL

PATROL MAINTENANCE frophies are presented to VAdm. Ramsey, DNCO (Air), by
D. M. Wilder, Lockheed. Leff is RAdm. N. C. Gillette, Op-50; right, Lockheed's D. Kenyon.

'[\ Jury, two “Best Maintenance”
trophies [or Fleet patrol squad-
rons—one for each Fleet—were pre-
sented to the Navv by the Lock-
heed-Calitornia Company.

The trophy competition, open to
both land and seaplane squadrons,
was conducted for the hrst time this
vear, using data for the fiscal vear
that ended June 30,

Accepting the trophies for the

Navy was Vice Admiral Paul H.
Ramsey, DCNO (Air). Making the
presentation was D. M. Wilder,

Lockheed-Calitornia vice president,

Winners in each Fleet will be
chosen on the basis of hours Hown,
PAR discrepancy reports, number
ol {lights per aircralt and mainte-
nance department grades earned
during annual inspections.

Winning squadrons will have
possession ol the wrophy for a vear
and will receive a citation scroll
as a permanent reminder ol main-
tenance excellence.

* * i

In coremonies held at NMOCAS
Iwakung, Japan, Patrol Squadhvon
One awarded hve Purple Heart
Medals to men who were wounded
during the April 13 mortar attack
on lan Son Nhut airfield in South
Vietnam. The five men received
their medals from Captain G. E.
Minor, ComFAirWing Six. One
squadron member was killed in the
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airfield action and five aircralt sus-
tained damage. VP-1 had the air-
craft back in the air within 10
hours for Market Time patrols.

* - #*

For hive months VP49 lived in
the environs of NS Apak, Alaska,
flying ASW and shipping surveil-
lance patrols under the severe
weather conditions ol the Aleu-
tians. By early June, arriving with
the heat ol summer in the Middle
Atlantic states, VP49 was back
at NAS Paruxent River, Md. Op-
erations at Adak were conducted
with a perlect salety record. Crews
visited  Hawaii, Japan, Okinawa
and San Francisco during the tour.

L F . ;
LTJG. ACKER is given "boof PPC" wings
after completion of his VP-18 check ride.

VYIETMAMESE OBSERVER, left, and VP-1
crewman at work in Operation Market Time.

Ihe "19ers were relieved by
Hawaii-based VP-6 early in June.
It was the first visit to the Aleu-
tians since 1950 for the Blue Sharks.

* L .

Also back home alter a tour in
the Western Pacilic was VP28, the
Hawaitan Warriors ol Barber's
Point. While still receiving Fleet
plaudits for averaging more than
1,250 hours monthly over a seven-
month deployment to Sangley Point
and the Vietnam area, VP-28 was
soon active again, sending a detach-
ment to Midway and participating
in an operational readiness exercise
in the Hawani area.

Members of VP-28 got the chance
to impart knowledge ol Southeast
\sia operations to VP-776, a Naval
Air - Reserve Neptune  squadron
[rom NAS Los Aitasmitos. The re-
servists spent their annual two-week
training duty period with VP28,
In addition o Hying, the reserves
were given lectures in navigation,

tactics and the VP role in the
Western Pacihic.
#* * &

American submarine command-
ers and patrol plane pilots are en-
gaging in “cross training” on an in-
tensihied scale, apparently.

In one “other end of the tele-
scope” visitation, seven prospective
commanding officers of submarines
were guests ol VP4, The C.O.s
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were given a ride in a p-3a Orion
to see how airborne ASW systems
operate.

At Rota, Spain, the C.O. of the
USS Nathaniel Green visited VIP-
I1's squadron  headquarters, was
made an honorary aviator and pre-
sented with an orange flight suit.
This invited reciprocity. The next
dav the VP-11 C.0O., Commandei
Rudy Falkenstein, was presented a
blue Polaris suit. complete with the
submarine’s coat ol arms.

* * #

As the fiscal vear came to an end,
VP-18 passed its 10,000th accident-
free flight hour at Roosevelt Roads,
The flight hour was recorded as the
squadron  C.0O)., Commander Bob
Deflenbaugh, gave Lijg. Fred Acker
his Patrol Plane Commander check
ride. The accident-free year was
the third straight for VP-18, bring-
ing the squadron total to more
than 24,000 hours in Neptunes.

E *® *

VP-12 took the Whidbey Island
Totem Pole Award which is given
quarterly to winners of tough com-
petitive exercises held at the Wish-
imgton Stite base.

Top crew alter eight phases ol
the competition was Crew #12 ol
VP42, Incuded in the test were
evaluations of ASW, loading, pho-
tography, low altitude bombing.
rockets, ECM, mining and naviga-
tion.

VP42
mander Robent

®

is commanded by Com-
M. Thompson.
* *
Hawaii-based VP-22 ook a re-
serve VP squadron under its wing
for introductions to the p-3 Orion,
VP-778. under Commander R. A.
Longwell, is a Weekend Winrrio
unit at NAS Los Avasyiros, Galil,
andd nsually (lies the sp-2u Nefitune
aireralt. During a two-week period
ol active duty in Hawaiti, the re-
servists were given Orion training
as “nugmented”” members of the ac-
tive duty squadron. The two squad-
rons lunctioned s one unit lor the
active duty period under the VP-22
Commanding O'ficer, Commander
[. D. Fuller. The reserves do not
have p-3 aireralt in their inventory,
but in event ol a call-up could be
integrated  into  existing - Orion

squadrons.
* * *

VP22 and VP-46 each contrib-
uted two planes and crews to a visit
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to Australia and New Zealand dur-
ing the Navy celebration of the
Coral Sea Battle. (See NANEWS,
July 1966.) The four aircralt vis
ited Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra
and  Adelaide in  Australia  and
Auckland, New Zealand. Interest
in the Orion was high since both
countries have ordered the ASW
aireralt lor their air lorces.

VP-22 [ollowed up its Coral Sea
visitation by hosting more than 100
ofhicers and men from the Royal
Australian Air Force lor joint ASW
exercises out ol Hawaii. The two-
week visit was spent in working

with surlace forces, including the
LSS :‘\':'ur.w.‘rq:-

(CVS-33) and the

FIVE MEMBERS of Patrol Squadron One receive Purple Hearis at Iwakuni, Japan. The men

ol another suunmer exercise. VP-31,
the training squadron for Pacific
air wings, hosted 21 Canadian ofh-
cers and eight enlisted crewmen at
North Island, The Canadians flew
to California in an Argus patrol
aireralt from Prince Edward Island,
for an exchange ol ASW ideas with
the Americans. The visitors ex-
changed tours of their aircralt lor
visits aboard VP-31 medels of r-2
visits aboard VIP-31 models of Lock-
heed p2 Neptunes and vr-3 Orions
and Martin p-s Marlins.
* #* *

Fach year there is an exercise
known as Springboard in the Carib-
bean area. Roosevelt Roads turned

were injured in @ morfar attack, at Saigon, which killed one crewman, demaged five aircraft.

Australian destrover Stuart.
& & &

After some 1.800 man-hours ol
labor and a total cost of more than
$500 [or materials, VP-1 squadron
members attended the opening of a
new recreation center built lor the
Tsuda Children’'s Home, Tsuda,
Japan. VP-1 contributed hard labor
and the bulk ol the money, with
additional donations from VP-1 En-
listed Wives Club and [rom the
MCAS Iwakuni Protestant Chapel
Fund. The squadron is deployed
from its NAS Wimpsey ISLAND
home port.

* L 3 E ]

Intera-tional cooperation in anti-
submarine warlare was the theme

a new phrase this summer when
several units arrived lor training at
the Puerto Rican base, dubbing the
influx as Operation Summerboard.
Included in the arrivals was VP-672,
a Naval Air Reserve squadron
which was taking its summer cruise
with host squadron VP-18. Several
Marine units arrived almost at the
same time as VP-672 increasing the
Roosey Roads population by more
than four hundred persons.

VP-18 earlier had hosted 17 mid-
shipmen [rom southern universities
as part of the summer training pro-
gram. The college students were
given crew member roles in the
squadron Neptunes 1o acquaint
them with the ASW problem.

29



GENERAL Wollace M. Greene, Jr., CMC, inspects stamps issued
in August to commemorote 50th year of Marine Corps Reserves.

Standby Status

WW 1T Medal ol Honor winner,
Colonel Jefterson |. DeBlanc, re-
cently completed his tour as Com-
manding Officer of MARG-18, NAS
NeEw Orieans. Afhliated with the
Marine Reserves in Louisiana since
19449, Colonel DeBlane had com-
manded MARG-18 since December
1965,

In 1942, Colonel
rived in the Pacific
4 total ol 29 hours in the rFaF
Wildeat. He shot down his first
enemy plane in November 1942;
his second kill Japanese
Zero over Munda in December of
that same vear. He earned his
Medal ol Honor in [anuary 1943
over  Japanese-controlled  Vella
Gull. Flying protective cover [o
dive bombers attacking enemy
shipping, he shot down five Japa
nese planes in 30 minutes.

He continued the fight even alter

DeBlane ar-
wir zone with

was a

his Tuel became too low lor return
to Guadalcanal and finally aban-
doned his _badly damaged and
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burning airplane over Vella Gulf.

Alter six hours at sea, Colonel
DeBlanc made his way ashore on
enemy-held Kolombangara Island,
He was captured by local natives
who smuggled him through enemy
lines to Vella Lavella Island. There

they traded him 1o Australian
coast-watchers  for two  bags ol
rice,

“Since then,” the Colonel I;luglh.
“I've always known exactly what
I am worth.”

Anniversary Chairman

Commander Robert A. Ouellet-
te, General Salety Ofthcer at NAS
sRUNSWICK, has  been appointed
Maine State Chairman lor the 50th
Anniversary ol the Naval Air
Reserves.

Commander Ouellette, a 24-yem
veteran in the Naval Air Reserves,
enlisted in the Naval Aviator Pro-
curement Program in 1942, He
flew Grumman Awvengers [rom the
LSS Belleau Wood and the USS
Santee during the Iwo Jima, Phil-

CAPT. Jacobs compares silver and gold wings and receives his
HMM-770 cap from LCol. Dimick (left) as Maj. Miller assists.

ippine Islands and Okinawa cam-
paigns.

As Maine State Chairman  he
will coordinate activities commem-
orating the Naval Air Reserve's
50 vears.

Silver to Gold

It took seven vears, but Capt.
Robert L. Jacobs finally traded his
silver Air Force Wings lor the gold
ones of a Naval Aviator when he
became a member of HMM-770 at
NAS SEATTLE.

An Air Force helicopter pilot on
active duty from 1953 1o 1956,
Capt. Jacobs continued his Air
Force Reserve afthliation, flying ¢
119 transports at Paine Field near
Everewt, Wash.

In 19549, while working [or his
master’s degree in education, he
took a summer job with a helicop-
ter service in central Canada.
Everywhere he Hew he came across
[ellow pilots who were ex-Marines
and Marine Air Reservists. Two of
the pilots were Lieutenant Colonel
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D. A. Dimick, Jr., now C.O. of
HMM-770, and Maj. B. D. Miller,
now Exec of the unit.

Early this year, (Z;e]':l. _];-u‘ul:u. de-
cided to join the Marine Corp Air
Reserves so he could return to fly-
ing helicopters and join his old
[riends.

Over 14,000 Hours

Since he soloed on May 15, 1936,
in a 40-hp Taylor Cub, LCol. F. E,
Whitton, has logged more than a
vear and one-halt of actual flying
time. To be specific, this member
of MARG-8, NAS Atranrta, has
14,000 hours in more than 100
types of aircralt,

A Marine for 24 years, seven and
one-hall on active duty, LCol
Whitton saw action in WW 11 and
in the Korean Conflict. He holds
the Distinguished Flying Cross,
seven Air Medals and the Purple
Heart.

LCol. Whitton 1s a Lockheed test
pilot in civilian lile.

Doctor, Lawyer, Merchant, Chief
From every conceivable type ol
civilian occupation, Naval Air Re-
servists gathered this summer lor
their annual two weeks ol active
duty for training,
In a hrst lor the NAS

station,

REAR ADMIRAL R. L. Fowler, CNAResTro, accepls memenfo of

NAS Seattle visit from LCdr.
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W. H. Taylor, Air Wing Stoff 89.

Seatrie’s three VP squadrons
merged their training efforts, Filty
ofthcers and 200 enlisted men from
VP-891, 892 and 893 operated as
one squadron, designated VP-891,
for the training period.

VP-7, NAS Jacksonviiie, hosted
the Weekend Warriors of VP-911.
home-based at NAS SoutH Wey-
MouTH, during their two weeks at
Jax. For the deployment, VP-911,
VPO12 and VIP-9135, all of South
Weymouth, joined forces to form
the “hardware squacdron,” VP-911.

At busy Beaufort, Marine Air
Reserve .‘iqnndmm from Washing-
ton, D.C., Norfolk, Va., and Wil-
low Grove, Pa., were guesis ol
MCAS squadrons [or their training
periods.

VMFEF-321, 111 strong, home-based
at the Naval Air Facility, Andrews
AFB, were supported by MAG-32
during their Beaulort stay.

I'he 137 members ol VMA-2355,
NAS Norroik, were aided during
their training period by members
ol MAG-31.

The 96 officers and men ol
MACS-17, home-based at NAS
Wirrow Grove, were supported by
MACS-9.

From  Calilornia,  Wisconsin,
Nebraska, Ilinois and Pennsyl-
vania, members ol Marine Air Base

SAILOR-of-the-Year W. R. Lawrence, AD1, NAS New York, receives
Novy League aword from his wife and Capt. C. G. Hathaway.

Reserve Squadron 42 assembled at
MCAS EL Toro lor training.

I'he Reserve Squadron includes
the 7th Engineer Squadron, 3d En-
gineer Squadron, 5th Communi-
cations Battalion, 2d Maintenance
Squadron, 10th Motor Transport
Squadron and the MABS-2 unit.

Retention Trophy

Emphasizing the importance ol
retention ol qualified Selected Air
Reservists in the command,
CNAResTra has announced the
establishment of the Richard K.
West Retention Trophy. It will
be awarded annually to the station
or unit achieving the best reenlist-
ment /retention rate of Reservists,

The trophy was donated by the
Naval Reserve Association in mems-
ory of Commander West who was
killed on training duty at NAS
Gresview while commanding Air
Wing Staff 72.

1,300 Models at Glenview

In the 35th annual National
Model  Airplane  Championships,
held at Glenview, July 25-31, there
were 1,500 entries—every type lrom

50-cent balsa gliders to sleek, scale
models with hundreds of dollars in-
vested in them. On the last day,
5000 trophies were awarded.
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ABOARD RANGER, Admiral Roy L. Johnson, CinCPacFlt, is greeted
by Captain W. M. Harnish, skipper of the Seventh Fleet carrier.

PACIFIC FLEET

RANGER (CVA-61)

Ranger is scheduled to start a
316 million overhaul at the Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton,
Wash., in October, according to an
announcement by the 13th Naval
District. Work is expected to take
six_months, a shipyard spokesman
said. The carrier's home port will
be changed, from Alamedaa, Calil.,
to Bremerton because of the lengthy
stay,

An ¥4 Phantom 11 piloted by L.
F'om Rodger, VF-143, shot down a

B

E-1B TRACER, piloted by Ltfg. Frank Davis,
makes Kearsarge's  104,000fh  arrestment.
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North Vietnamese aircralt with a
Sparrow air-to-air missile after two
enemy planes were picked up by
radar aboard the guided missile
Irigate USS Coontz,

Two Phantoms were scrambled
oft Ranger lor what was thought to
be the hrst night air-to-air encoun-
ter ol the Vietnamese conflict atter
the sighting by Ceontz as the ship
operated in the northern Gull ol
Tonkin. Flying as RIO in Lt

Rodger's ¥-4 during the attack was
Ens. David Vermilyea.

Combat operations continued
thick and fast off Ranger, as these
reports indicate:

“The Seventh

Fleet attack air-

= : -t AN

MARINE Copt. R. E. Gleason made a damp

landing when his helicopter's engine failed.

OPERATING with the Seventh Fleet as a light aftack carrier, the
CVS Infrepid works up a wake as an A-4 Skyhowk is catapulted.

cralt carriers Ranger and Hancock
launched 35 missions against mili-
tary targets in North Vietnam ves-
terday. Navy pilots llying A-1 Shy-
ratders, A-4 Skyhawks, ¥4 Phan-
toms and F-s Crusaders, attack and
hghter aircraft, concentrated on
military barracks, storage areas and
transportation routes, . . .”
“Three surface-to-air (SAM)
missiles were fired at two [lights
from the USS Ranger and USS
Hanecock, and Navy pilots also flew
through some ol the heaviest fluk
ever l{'.'lllll lt"l]. ds  althac k.‘! were
launched against 46 targets on 40
missions over North Vietnam yes-
terday. All three SAM's exploded

ABOARD deployed Constellation,
Leroy Arrington watches aircraft

crewman
launch.

NAYAL AVIATION NEWS



without damage to the Navy air.
cralt. At one SAM site, mer r
pilots reported a large orange ex-
plosion, and estimated it to be ei-
ther a missile malfunction or deto-
nation. ., . ."”

The 85,000th arrested landing
aboard CVA-61 was observed by
the carrier's new C.O,, Captain W,
M. Harnish, when Ltjg. Anthony C.
Moore and Lt. Robert V. Carton
brought their VF-143 Phantom
aboard. Soon alter, No. 86,000 was
made by LCdr. Eugene P. Lund
and Lt. Eugene J. Prth 1, VF-142,
also in a Phantom 11,

The skipper ol VA-55 aboard
Ranger, who landed his A-a Sky-
hawk aboard the carrier even
though he was wounded and could
not use his right arm, has been
awarded the Silver Star Medal.
Commander Milton ]. Chewning
was [ying his 111th combat sortie
when the explosion ol a single
burst ol antiaircralt hre hurled
shrapnel into his arm.

INTREPID (CVS$-11)

Intrepid’s flight deck was quiet
for the first time in 31 days, and
her crew was taking advantage ol
the lull. After exactly a month ol
sustained combat  operations  ofl
Vietnam, men who were helping to
launch and recover aircralt the day
belore were lounging on the flight
deck in swimming trunks and en-
joving the hot sun.

Alter being outfitted Tor light at-
tack duties during overhaul, In-
trepid steamed lrom home port,
Norlolk, Va., to the waters off Viet-
nam. In the ensuing weeks, her
pilots flew more than 2400 aerial
sorties and dropped some 2,700
tons ol bombs on the enemy.

CONSTELLATION (CVA-64)

Gonstellation, with CVW-15 em-
barked, has returned to the waters
off Vietnam after an absence ol
motre than 16 months. Commanded
by Captain William D. Houser,
Connte is flagship for Rear Admir-
al James R. Reedy, Commander At-
tack Carrier Striking Force, Belore
she departed home port, San Diego,
the CVA completed an eight-month,
S19 million overhaul at the Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard.

“Nineteen North Vietnamese
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PT-boat crewmen were picked up
alter their craft were sunk by the
combined rockets, cannon and
bomb attacks of aircralt from the
attack carriers Constellation and
Hancock,” reported George Mar-
shall, JOCS, in a Seventh Fleet de-
Lac |1lllffl|[ Nnews r(_"|t‘:l.‘.i{’.

The action started, Chief Mar-
shall continued, when the boats
were spotted “closing fast” by ra-

dar operators in two Cor stellation

CORAL SEA'S new navigator is Cdr. Donald
Wyand, former attack squadron commander.

carrier combat patrol [}ghtcrs, Word
was passed by Lijg. Gerry Goerlitz
and Ltjg. Bob Robinson to the pi-
lots, LCdr. Sven Nelson and Lt.
Fred Miller, who alerted a destroy-
er squadron operating in the north-
ern Gull ol Tonkin.

In twrn, ComDesRon 17, Cap-
tain E. L. Fox, called for attack air-
cralt from Constellation and Han-
cock. The two carriers immediate-
ly launched ready planes and di-
verted A-a's, F-aB’s, F-8's and A-sA

AMPHIBIOUS
Fleet includes Princeton, Pickaway and Alamo.

ready group for Seventh

COMMANDER Harold L. Marr steps from
his F-8 Crusader affer shooting down MIG-17.

Intruders [rom other missions. Less
than an hour later, the planes had
taken the three boats under attack
and sunk them.,  Survivors were
pulled from the water by destroyer
satlors.

Units involved, besides the car-
riers, included Coontz and the de-
stroyers Rogers and Gurke, VA's 65,
158 and |J.) and VF's 151 and 161.

Those who keep track ol such
things may recall that, on August

1964, Constellation-launched air-
craft struck at Communist PT boats
that were attacking two American
destroyers—the Maddox and the C.
Turner Joy. The next day, Connie
aireralt participated in the first re-

sponsive strikes on P'T boat bases
in North Vietnam.
Conmnie's 45,000th arrested  land-

ing was m «le by LGCdr. Kenneth |.
Corica, VF-151, in an r-as.

CORAL SEA (CVA-43)

“It's a demandiqe and challeng-
ing assignment that contrasts mark-
edly with my past year’s assignment
as an attack squadron commanding
oflicer in combat.”

That's how Commander Donald
McKay Wyand described his new
job as Coral Sea’s navigator. He
was due to have the job ol guiding

the carvier across the Pacific to the
South China Sea, where just 14
months belore he Hew his 161st
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combat mission over Vietnam.

Navy officials announced recent-
ly that the first U.S. Navy ship to
bear the name ol an American
killed in action in Vietnam will be
named alter a Coral Sea pilot. The
ship, a destroyer escort, will be
named alter Le. William M. Roark,
who was killed April 7, 1965, dur-
ing an armed reconnaissance mis-
sion.

Coral Sea and the ASW carrier

USS Bennington were among 43
ships participating in Belaying Pin,

North and South Vietnam. Car-
rier pilots flew 9223 strike sorties
and an additional 1,485 ground
SUPPOrT missions.

Foremost among those strikes was
one against the Uong Bi power
plant that served the Hanoi-Hai-
phong area. Originally put out of
commission in December, the plant
was restored and operating in April
when two Kitty Hawk Intruders
made a surprise night attack. Their
bombs sent showers of sparks and
raging fires into the air and elimi-

ing down another MiG-17 during a
dogfight some 30 miles northwest
ol Haiphong.

Ten days later another VF-211
pilot, Lt. |. G. Vampatella, also
shot down a mMiG-17 with a Side-
winder, despite the flact that his
F-s was damaged by ground fire.

YORKTOWN (CVS-10)

While Yorktown was ]ml'li(ip:ll-
ing in the Southeast Asia Treaty
Organization’s maritime exercise

HOMEWARD bound from seven-month deployment to the Medifer- KING BAUDOUINof Belgium congratulates CVW-3 operations of-

ranean, Novy's newest carrier, USS America, steams for Norfolk.

the second major First Fleet exer-
cise ol 1966,

KITTY HAWK (CVA-63)

I'here were fhigures aplenty to
mark the end ol Kitty Hawk’s eight-
month (I(.‘|110_\'lm‘nl to WestPac.

Vith their ship in home port,
CVA-63 sailors hgured out that the
carrier steamed 66,2706 miles dur-
ing 180 days at sea since she lelt
CONLUS October 19, 1965. 1t took,
the Chiel Engineer veported, 21.-
525,207 gallons ol fuel and 49,575,
68 propeller revolutions to com-
plete those miles.

Kitty Hawlh's Weapons Depart-
ment wis issued 1073104 tons ol
ordnance lor the ship's squadrons
to deliver on enemy targets in both
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nated much of the North Vietnam-
ese capital’s power supply.

Also credited to Kitty Hawk air-
cralt were strikes against the Hai
Duong railroad and highway bridge
that linked Hanoi and Haiphong,
the Vinh Son highway bridge, the
Hon Gay army barracks, and em

placements in the Hu Gia and
Nape passes.
HANCOCK (CVA-19)

Commander Harold L. Marr,

C.O, ol VEF-211, destroyed the 15th
Communist aic to be downed in
the Vietnam  fighting  when  he
launched a Sidewinder missile
against the aircralt [rom his r-s
Crusader. He also  credited
with damaging and possibly shoot

Wis

ficer, LCdr. Jack Finney, for performance in Brussels Air Show.

Sea Imp in the Gulf of Siam, Lt
J. M. Herring, VS-25, made the
ship’s 113,000th arrested landing in
an s-2 Tracker.

TICONDEROGA (CVA-14)

Captain Martin G. O'Neill re-
lieved Captain Robert N. Miller as
Tico’s C.O. during a change-ol-
command ceremony in San Diego.

PRINCETON (LPH-5)

Captain  Tazewell T. Shepard,
Jr..is Princeton’s new skipper. He
relieved Captain T. |. Gallagher,
Jr., while the LPH was in Cam
Ranh Bay, Vietnam.

Marine Capt. Richard L. Glea-
son, HMM-364, was hoisted aboard
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a rescue helicopter [rom Prince-
ton seconds alter his own UH-34D
Seahorse had engine [lailure and
ditched in the South China Sea.

ATLANTIC FLEET

AMERICA (CVA-66)

America was back in home port,
Norfolk, alter a seven-month cruise
to the Mediterranean in which the
ship steamed more than 42,000
miles and pilots ol embarked CVW-
6 Hew 15,725 hours.

In detailing the events that took
place during the cruise, Mike Cleve-
land, JO3, told of a previously un-
reported event. It seems that, in
Istanbul, Lt. Gayle V. Collins and
Edward D. Clark, E'T1, were called
upon to help a German merchant
ship whose radar had broken down.
The ship’s master, in a letter to the
LS. consul describing what hap-
pened, said, “Remembering our
membership in NATO, I contacted
my ‘colleague,” the commanding ad-
miral (aboard America), and re-
quested assistance.”

The master said he didn’t really
expect any help from Rear Admiral
James O. Cobb, ComCarDiv Two,
so the arvival on board of the two
America crewmen was a  distunct
surprise. Then, in his letter, he
gave a beautifully-worded descrip-
tion of what happened next:

“They admired our ‘museum-
ripe radar,’ prepared for work,
drank one bottle Berliner Kindl
each and furied lor two hours [rom
the radar mast down 1o the engine,
from the engine to the bridge and
thence back to the radar mast. On
termination ol their work they
showed me a tiptop and absolute
clear radar picture.

“Asking how 1 could make good
for that, they rveplied, *"We hope lol
a thanks."”

F. D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42)

Shipyard workers at the Boston
Naval Shipyard were getting some
well-deserved back-pats alter they
successfully drydocked FDR, the
largest warship ever to enter the
South Boston Annex docking lacil-
ity. The ship, a report said, had
six inches ol clearance, port and
starboard, at the drydock sill.
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FDR left the Boston yard for
home port, Mayport, Fla., alter
rudder repairs were completed.

Aircralt from FDR and USS 7n-
dependence were among units that
participated in Beach Tine, a ma-
jor Second Fleet exercise in the At-
lantic and the Caribbean.

FORRESTAL (CVA-59)

Vice Admiral R. €. Needham,
Navy Inspector General, flew aboard
Forrestal while the carrier was in
dry dock at the Norlolk Naval
Shipyard, Portsmouth, Va. Accom-
panying him on the inspection tour
wias Vice Admiral Charles T, Booth
111, ComNavAirLant. Forrestal was
undergoing a $20 million overhaul
when the admirals arrived.

A more complete rundown of the
vard period is on the next page.

ESSEX (CVS-9)

Essex arrived at home port,
Quonset Point, R, 1., alter a five-
month, 36 million overhaul at the
Boston Naval Shipyard. The CVS
also underwent extensive modihca-
tions designed to give her a mod-
ern and sophisticated communica-
tions system.

INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62)

Independence  left
NI)]'IIJ“'\, fon

home port,
her lourth Mediter-

ranean cruise with the Sixth Fleet,
a deployment that was expec ted to
last seven months.
rier

Aircralt of Car-
Air Wing 7 were embarked.

.

-

DEPENDENTS say their goodbyes as Inde-
pendence gets underway for Med cruise.

LEXINGTON (CVS-16)

Lex sailors continued to make
elforts to keep the record for the
most arrested landings in the Navy
aboard their CVS as they brought
aboard Ens. Jon H. Friedman, V'T-
4 student pilot, in a T2a Buckeye
lor No. 156,000,

RANDOLPH (CVS-15)

Pilots of HS-Y logged their 19,
000th accident-l[ree  hour aboard
Randolph while the carrier was
undergoing around-the-clock ASW
training in the Norwegian Sca.

SARATOGA (CVA-60)

It may not be a “first,” as claimed
by a Saratoga news release, but a
night replenishment by helicopter
between CVA-60 and the supply
ship USS Sylvania in the Mediter-

ranean has won great favor with
the crews of both ships.
“Both Saratoga and Sylvania

have recommended to higher naval
authority that this system be insti-
tuted to create more time for day-
light operations,” the Sara news re-
lease said, Sylvania’s helicopter
hauled more than 92.5 tons of pro-
visions to the carrier, and the air-
craft’s crew reported that the new
white-lighting  system  (NANEws,
August 1966, p. 3) used aboard the
CVA caused no problems.

Lt. C. W. Galbreath, VA-34,
made Sara’s 109,000th arrested land-
ing in an A-qc Shyhawk,

WASP (CVS-18)

Senior officials from the Navy
and Delense Departments boarded
IWasp at sea to observe ASW oper-
ations in the Atlantic.

Under Secretary ol the Navy
Robert H. B. Baldwin arrived in
a 1A Trader [Trom NAS QuUoONsE]
Point, R, In his party were H.
A. Beaumont, Deputy Under Sec-
retary of the Navy lor Manpower,
and Dr. George Sebastyen, Deputy
Director of Research and Engineer-
ing in the office ol the Secretary
ol Defense.

Greeting the visitors were Rear
Admiral Edward C. Outlaw, Atlan-
tic Fleet HUK Force Commander,
and Vice Admiral Charles E.
Weakley, ComASWForLant.
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OVERHAULS IN THE SHIP'S LAUNDRY

OR YEARS, Navy men have talked
Fabnul a hughly classihed machine
[ound in shipboard laundries.

“It's a [antastic contraption,” one
satlor aboard the attack carrier USS
Forrestal was heard to comment be-
fore his ship entered the Norfolk
Navy Shipyvard not too long ago.
“It tears the buttons oft my shirts
and shoots them through my socks.”

Even such [antastic machines as
this one Iall 1o progress, however,
It has been reliably reported aboard
Forrestal that this piece ol gear is
going to be replaced by a beter
VErsioI,

This new machine, reports con-
tinue, will do all its predecessor
could do—but it will also cause at
least hall of those buttons to ap-
pear later in the ship's wardrooms

as an interesting addition to the
Thousand Island Dressing.
Not really. The truth is, in [aet,

that the istallation ol a new laun-
dry is only a small part of the §20
million, nine-month overhaul For-

restal is now undergoing at the
Norlolk shipyard.
At a pier only a few hundred

yards [rom the spot where she was
commissioned 11 vears ago, lor-
restal is getting a “lace-lilting.”
l')m‘in;_,' the 270 days the carrier
will be in the shipyard, more than

330 repairs and alterations have
been scheduled. The number may
scem small, but it is misleading.

Listed as one job, for example, is
the installation of the ship’s new
Naval Tactical Data System (N'T-
DS), a process that will take the
entire nine months.

Almost a quarter of an entire
level ol the ship was torn apart and
is being rebuilt to accommodate the
complex N'TDS equipment. A new
level is being added between air-
cralt elevators. Multi-wire cables,
radars and bulkheads have been re-
moved and new ones are taking
their place. This [all, computers
and gear are to be installed.

To listen to the officers and en-
listed men ol Forrestal, NTDS is
about the most exciting thing to
come along since the Langley.

Captain  John K. Beling, For
restal’'s Commanding Officer, dis-
cussed N'TDS recently. “The Naval
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By Ltjg, David A. Rosow, USNR
Tactical Data System makes For-
restal as battle-etheient and as mod-
ern as any other carrier,

“NTDS will spot, study and track
targets, ships and planes: make
n;l\-ig;llinna{ recommendations 1o
the bridge; and guide our intercep-
tor aircralt, It will even land our
planes without the pilots doing any-
thing. All ol these lunctions will
be carried out simultaneously and
instantaneously.”

A special communications capa-
bility of NTDS will enable For
restal crewmen to receive and trans-
mit information to and [rom ships
at sea operating with the carrier.
Anvthing known by one ship equip-
ped with N'T'DS can be known by
all ships with the same gear.

Installation of complex comput-
erized equipment—and ol button-
popping laundry machines—is by
no means all that is involved in the
Forrestal overhaul, however, “Work
on the ship stretches [rom beneath
the hull to 250 leet up our top
mast, and in practically every one
ol the 2,000 interior spaces,” said
Forrestal's engineering othcer, Com-
mander Mervin Rowland. Here are
some ol the jobs being done 10
mike the CVA more battle-ready:

Two ol the ship’s [our pro-
pellers and their shalts have been
removed Tor alisnment and bearing
repair.

e Sections ol the hull below the
waterline are being sandblasted
and repainted.

e More than 300 holes have been
cut in the side of the ship for ac-
cess to fuel and water tanks, which
are being inspected, ceaned and
painted. "T'he holes, naturally, will
be sealed when work is done.

e All four catapults have been
removed [or extensive repairs.

The aircralt arresting gear has
been removed: it will be replaced
by a new system designed to solten
the jolt ol landing and reduce wear
and tear on planes.

o A 120-foot extension is being
added to the flight deck to give
pilots more landing area. Especial-
Iy built for Forrestal, the structure
can be folded to permit the carrier

to enter any dry dock big enough
to accommodate a  Forrestal-class
CVA,

e On the hangar deck, six new
repair centers—avionics shops—are
being constructed,

o A large jet engine repair and
aireraft  structure shop 1s  being
built aft on the hangar deck.

Most ol the installation and al-
teration work—more than 250,000
man-days worth—is being done by
shipyard personnel, Even so, For
restal crewmen are performing
many ol the repairs being made on
the ship's present equipment. The
ship’s own machine shop is operat-
ing 16 hours a day, even while its
equipment is being renovated.

Other Forrestal crewmen, those
who can be spared [rom the ship
during the lengthy yard stay, are
attending schools in order to learn
the operation of the new machinery
being installed, and for relresher
training,

Work being done isn't limited to
making Forrestal more battle-ready.
Much is being accomplished 1o pro-
vide crewmen with a better place
in which to work and live. Desides
the new laundry, modernization in-
cludes:

e Revamping ol the ship's air-
conditioning system.

e Renovation ol the galleys,
which serve meals 22 hours a day
while Forrestal is at sea. '

e Relocation and repair ol equip-
ment for the carvier’s closed-circuit
TV station.

All of this effort was described
recently in a news release with this
paragraph included: *“When the
78.000-ton ship rejoins the seagoing
Navy in December, she will he as
modern as any aircraft carrier and
will once again become a leader—
serving as a model for future al-
teration on the other eight For
restal-class carriers.”

Such superlatives are understand-
able, perhaps, but they might tend
to be dangerous. They might make
the chests ol Forrestal crewmen
swell with such pride that they'd
literally bust their buttons. Then
that [ancy new machine being in-
stalled in the laundry would be put
out ol work.
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A-3 is Stopped in 300 Feet
Lakehurst Barricade is Effective

Would you believe that the Na-
w's largest jet bomber could be
stopped successtully on an area the
size ol a lootball field? In tests at
the Naval Air Test Facility, Lake-
hurst, N. |, 4 Navy A-3 jet bomber
atrframe was “stopped’ in 300 feet

The 25-ton airlrame was hurled
into i nylon barricade connected to
a Mark 7 Mod 5 arresting gear
which is undergoing tests for the
new USS Jolhin F. Kennedy, now un-
der construction at Newport News,

The airlrame, with engines and
instruments removed, was loaded
with sand bags in the cockpit and
engine compartments and water in
the fuel tanks to simulate maxi-
mum landing weight of the Navy's
Skywarrtor. It was [astened to a
shuttle at the launch end ol a
7,000-foor, high-speed test rrack. A
jet car containing four jet engines
propelled  the  shuttle /airframe
down the wtrack at a speed ol ap-
proximately 158 miles per hour.

At a predetermined place on the
track, the jer car engines were cut,
the brakes took hold, and the air-
[rame was lree to be hurled into
the barricade, thus simulating an
cmergency arrestment ol the air-
craflt aboard a carrier, The air-
frame was brought to a stop with
no appreciable damage.

The barricade utilized for the
test was identical to the ones used
in the Fleet. The 105-foot span ol
nylon, 21 leet high, leatures triple
vertical strands every lour leet.

Designations for Models
Established for A-7B and YP-3C

NavAir Notice 13100 announces
that the model designation ol A-78
has been approved lor a model
\zA Corsaer [T aiveralt equipped
with the Pratt & Whitney 1F-ao-r-s.

Similar action has been taken in
the case ol a special p-35. The vp-
3¢ designation has been approved
for a r-38 in which certain modi-
fications have been made. These in-
clude the A-NEW integrated avi-
onics mstallation and such associ-
ated tmprovements as the auto-
mated search stores dispensing sys
tem and improved flight instru-
mentation. 1he ye-ac 15 the |ro-
duction prototype for the p-sc.
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WORK CREW from NAS North Island's Overhoul and Repair Department puts the finishing
fouches on o damaged F-4 Phantom |l reworked into a trciner for use by Air Force.

FROM ‘BASKET CASE’ TO TRAINER

VERY .H])t.'['i}ll ¥-4 Phantom 11
has been processed by NAS
Norta Istanp’s Overhaul and Re-
pair Department lor the Air Force,
Between September and Decem-
her 1965, the Phantom was air-
lifted to North Island, across the
bay from San Diego, Calil,, in 38
dilferent containers. Severely dam-
aged in combat, the aireraft was
created alter many ol its critical
components were pulled for spares.
Early in January, O%R person-
nel began a repair/assembly oper-
ation designed to turn a “basket
case” into a useful training aid.
The plan was to save usable items
of the weapon system and remove
other reusable components so non-
flyable ones could be substituted.
Guided by Ray Marcello, O&%R
planner and estimator, the repair
team assigned the job came up with
a4 Weapons Loading System Trainer
that is part Air Force, Navy, Mar-
ine Corps and O&R Norls,
Two sur\'eyml wing center sec-

DUE FOR another life as o training aid,

F-4 arrived af North Island in pieces.

tions were patched, spliced together
and substituted for the reusable
original, Outer wing panels also
came from the survey pile. An ob-
solete tail section replaced the one
that came with the plane.

ltems, including seats and many
major components, were judged ob-
solete and retained. Some compon-
ents installed were dummies. The
instrument panel, [or instance, is
actually an excellent photograph.

I'he finished airplane looks like
a first-line fighter 1o the casual ob-
server. O%R Norls reported that
Air Force representatives were en-
thusiastic about the finished prod-
uct; part of that enthusiasm may
stem from the lact that the re-
worked -4 cost about ten percent
ol the price ol a new trainer.

The 4 was to be disassembled
for over-the-highway movement to
its new home at Lowry AFB, Colo.,
where a Norls lield service team

wis to put it back together, check
\ir Force.

it and turn it over o

BEGINNING to lock like an aircraft again,

the Phantom receives obsolete components.
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Hurricane Rescarch

SINCE 1955, WHEN THE NATIONAL

HURRICANE CENTER wAS ESTAB-
LISHED, RESEARCH HAS EVOLVED
FROM DATA COLLECTION TO A
QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF

THE TROPICAL CYCLONE.

CLUSIONS HAVE BEEN
VERIFIED. 1T WAS
i THOUGHT THAT THE

.w ::-[;I“.
EXTENDED VERT\CALLY
TO 35-45,000 FEET

=
BY USING ARCRAFT, W
MANY RESEARCH CON-

L. CYCLONIC CIRCULATION
OF A MATURE WJRRICANE

FLIGHT PENETRATIONS
HAVE PROVEN THIS,

US.NAVY CONTRACTS
| TO CIVILIAN SCHOOWS
AND THE PROJECTS
OF OTHER INTERESTED
ORGANVEATIONS HAVE
RESULTED N QUITE A
BROAD SPECTRUM
OF RESEARCH EFFORT,
THE USE QF COMm-
PUTERS WAS GREATLY
AIDED THIS WORK.

WEATHER GATELUTES HAVE
GREATLY A\DED THE WERTHER-
MAN IN LEARNING ABOULT

| HURR\CANES, RUT SATELLITES
CAN ONLY BEUSED AS
AN ADJUNCT TO OTHER TYPES
OF METEOROLOGICAL INSTRY-
MENTATION, SINCE SATELUTES
YIELD ONLY CLOUD PICTURES
AND RADIATION MEASURE MENTS,

HAS BEEN MADE N
FORECASTING INTENSITY
QUESTION OF FOR-

A7) MPTION OF HURRY
\(  CANES STIL RE-

@ ; MAINS UNANSWERED,

O Cannice

_\a ALTHOUGH PROGRESS }
4 THE TECHNIQUES OF |
AND MOVEMENT, THE |

THE PROBLEMOF 7 ﬁ
GENESIS IS BENG 'L

APPROACHED BOTH .

THEORETICALLY AND

Suitland’s New Bulletin
Gulf Stream Data are Published

A monthly bulletin, entitled The
Gulf Stream, is now being issued
by the U.S. Naval Oceanographic
Office, Suitland, Md. The new
technical summary presents Gull
Stream positions at the beginning
and end of each month and indi-
cates what would be normal for the
period. Associated mean sea surlace
temperature patterns for the west-
ern North Atlantic are also -\hmm

Data and analyses used in [}lt
paring the summary are based on
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un:mtl has awarded
" contract to North

EXPERIMENTALLY,
AT THE PRESENT
TIME, MANY CONDIT-  ——
IONS FOR DEVEIOP-
MENT ARE KNOWN,
BUT THE EXACT RE-
QUlREPENTSPR'ET'm
Olhece ex-
conducted
Navy's
Uinit
based at NAS Partuxext Riveg,
Md. The aircralt, equipped with
meteorological and oceanographic

sensors, make regular [lights to
gather data.

New $14.1 Million Contract

Further Conversion of the RA-5C
| The Naval Air

current  Oceanographic
perimental  programs
with the assistance of the
Oceanographic  Air  Survey

Systems Com-
a S14,100,000
American Avia-

tion's Columbus Division for fur-
ther conversion of RA-sC's.

Initial [unds for conversion of
ten A-sA's to the RAa-sc configura-
tion were allocated late in 1965,
I'he new contract provides $10.8
million to give those Vigilantes in-
creased [uel capacity, improved
llight characteristics and a wide ar-
ray ol intelligence-gathering de-
vices.

The new contract also provides
s34 milhon lor additions to the
shipboard processing centers with-
in the Integrated Operational In-
telligence System.

New SACE Facility Open
Will Maintain E-2A Hawkeyes

Rear Admiral F. E. Nuessel,
Commander Fleet Air, Norfolk,
[ormally opened the new Semi-

Automatic
(SACE) lacility
on July L.
SACE enables Navy technicians
to check out the E-2a Hawkeye's
electronics by tape-controlled com-
puter programming which auto-
matically detects malfunctioning
equipment and isolates problems.
The new mulumillion dollar
electronics facility, built by Grum-
man Aircralt Engineering Corpora-
tion, will be used for maintenance
of the electronic
Hawhkeye.
VAW-12, commanded by Cap-
tain ]. A. Pariseaun, introduced the
Hawkeve to the Atlantic Fleet,
NAS NorrH Iscanp has a similar
[acility for Pacific Fleet E-2a's.

Checkout  Equipment
at NAS NorroLK

system in the

ASTRONAUT'S wings are presenfed to
Commander Eugene A. Cernan, Gemini Nine

pilot, by Admiral David L. McDonald,
Chief of Naval Operations. Cernan's flight
included a 130-minute "walk in space
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PERSONAL GLIMPSES

Cditon

ONE BUCKET. Navy Shipfitter First
Class Llewellyn Smith retired in July
at NATTC Memphis, ending a career
that started in 1923. Smith served
aboard the USS Langley, the LU.S.
Navy's first aireraft ecarrier. But he
said his best tour was aboard the
battleship USS Idaho from 1928 1o
1930. Describing the battleship’s
daily routine, he said: “Every day
reveille sounded at 0530. We made
our bunks and had black coffee, Then,

(ouen

the First MAW waded into the wan
on a personal level here last week,
flying a direct air support mission
with VMA-311.

“Major General Louis B. Robert-
shaw [lew the mission as wing man
for Maj. Laurin DeWoll. Together
they attacked a Viet Cong strong-
hold near Chu Lai, making a total
of eight runs in their A-4x Skyhawk
jets. Results of the raid were: en

THE FAMED BLUE ANGELS and Llewellyn Lyle Smith, SF1, discuss Naval Aviation the
way it wos aboard the Navy's first aircroft carrier, the USS Langley, in 1926. Smith, who has
served in the Navy off and on for 23 years since 1923, refired July 8 in ceremonies aboard
NAS Memphis where the Blue Angels performed in an air show that afferncon. Left to right
are Lf. Dave Rottgering, LCdr. Jack Grougar, engineering officer for the group, Lf. Frank
Mezzadri, Smith, Li, Clarence Hubbard, Cdr. Bob Aumack, flight leader, LCdr. Dick Oliver.

before breakfast. we washed the
weather decks from stem to stern with
salt water from the ship’s fire hoses,
“At 0700 we had breakfast, which
was usually serambled eggs.
“During the rest of the day, except
for an hour for lunch, the ship’s
erew conducted General Drills until
1630—mostly  battle and gunnery
practice. At sea, cach of us was lim-
ited to one bucket of water a day.
From this allowanee a sailor bathed,
shaved and laundered his clothes.”

First Hand View. The following
news release was cleared at the
II1 Marine Amphibious Force in-
formation office June 27:

“The Commanding General of

SEPTEMBER 1966

enemy  huts  destroyed, two con-
crete bunkers destroyed, one sec-
ondary (‘.‘x|;105i0u."

DINNER WITH A VIEW. When
MAG-36 airmen sit down to a meal
these days in their new 1.500-man
galley in Vietnam. they have before
them what has been deseribed as *a
panoramie view of a seenie area.”
The mess hall's original plans called
for sereening of the walls above eve
level.  But  Construetion  Battalion
Four Seabees changed the plan, plae-
ing the sereening at eye level so all
diners could eat with a view of the
rocky eoastline and blue water of the
South China Sea. (In the Seabee Cov-
erall, Port Hueneme, California.)

Straight to the Pomt. Airplane
model enthusiasts are single-minded
people, The appearance ol a }}I'lflit'r
ol Bill Trouckenmiller (NANEws,
June, page 31) presenting a model
v-1 reminded Senior Chiel Hugh
Brainard, of NARTU JACKsoN-
vitLe, ol a story involving Bill a
few years ago. Bill's lather, Senior
Bill Truckenmiller, had gone to
Furope on a two-week cruise with
the Naval Air Reserve and had
promised to bring back some spe-
cial airplane glue for the young
madeller. Back in the U.S., Senior
Bill called home to give his arrival
time and Junior Bill answered the
phone. According to Brainard the
conversation went like this:

Senior:  “Hi, is your
there?”

Junior: “Wha's this?”

Senior: “Your Dad.”

Junior:  “Hi, Dad,
glue?”

CHANGING TIMES AND TITLES.
Changes in the management lermi-
nology have been made in a number
of units and jobs affecting Naval
Aviation. All offices formerly known
as BuWeps Reps, for example, now
are known as Naval Plant Representa-
tives, or NavPlantReps. These offices
are under command of the Naval Air
Svstems Command, formerly known
as Bureau of Naval Weapons.

ComNavAirPae recently announced
a deseriptive change in its designation
of detachments of squadrons. Under
the new system Patrol Squadron 31°s
detachment at Moffett Field, for ex-
ample, is known as VP-31, Detach-
ment Moffett, rather than VP-31. De-
tachment Alpha.

Imgenuity in Reserve. Would you
believe that crewmen of VP-772,
a reserve squadron at NAS Los
Avamiros, Calif., replaced a p-2
Neptune trailing wire antenna
weight while airborne—with a fruit
juice can?

It's a fact. When the aircraft's
antenna  weight loosened and
fouled after takeoff, the crew rigged
a fruit juice can with a coat hanger
wire, dropped the rig through the
smoke light chute hatch and con-
tinued the flight. Not only that,
the crew even reeled the rig back in
at the end of the flight.

Said a release: “With a swivel,
paint job and a part number, it
could have become a permanent
repair.”

mother

where's the
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LETTERS

Footnote to History

Siks: When | opicked up the July 1966
copy of NANews and Hipped  open the
cover page |omet an old riedeand-troe
friend face to tace after over a vear (with

more to come)  of reluctant separation,
Lt Jim ke and 1 oaccepted  UF-6A
150866 (UTP-61) . the  secomd  UHL-AGA

destined oy a life of unbelievably  havd
work supplving our ships in the Pacific.
She was second only in bureau number
because 150965, accepred by LCdr. Jim
Waldron and  Ltjg.  Bob  Pursely, and
UP-61 flew the long trip together from
Philadelphia International 1o Ream Field,
Sun Diego, and eventually aboard the USS
Sacramento. (AOE-1) for transfer to the
USS Mars (AFS-7) at Saseho, Japan, in
December 1964,

The vespect 1 acquired for the hard
working, capable crew of HC-1's Detach-
ment 47 under the most capable Teader-
ship of LCdr.  Jim Waldvon, and the
powerful, agile UH-16 has spawned many
a nostalgic daydream this past vear,

History never contiain legends of
heroism performed by these men and air
craft, but the weary officers and men
whose jobs were made a little easier by
the H-46 will remember. The mnccpi
of vertical replenishment  developed by
a handful of farsighted people in the
Atlantic Fleet will receive much strength
and backing for the success of HG-1 De-
tachment 47 aboard the USS Mars and
Detachment 49 aboard the USS Sacra-
mento in the South China Sea and Ton-
kin Gulf.

Again, my sincere thanks for the pic-
tures and arvicles on the UH-46 and
VertRep.

may

J. D. WiLkerson, Cor., USNR
NAS Grosse e, Michigan 48158

Enlisted Reserve Reunion

Sms: The annual conference of the Naval
Enlisted Reserve Association will be held
at the Hamilton Hotel, Washington, D. C.,
on October 28, 29 and 30, 1966,

Duxecay Forsyru, Jr.

National President
Box 7111, Apex Sution
Washington, I, €. 2004

New Contract for OV-10A’s

Marine Corps Gets One Hundred
The Naval Air Systems Com-
mand recently awarded a $4 mil-
hon contract to North American
Aviation for the ov-1oa light armed
reconnaissance aircralt program.
First  production aircraft  are
scheduled for delivery to the mili-
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tary early in 1967. One hundred
ol the multipurpose aiveraft will
he delivered to the Marine Corps,
which initiated the original re-
quirement,  The Air Force has
ordered an initial 134,

Navy Preliminary Evaluation ol
the ov-ron was performed in March
ol this year by a special triservice
team ol test pilots representing the
Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force
(Naval Aviation News, May 1966) .

WERE YOU THERE?

If vou were at Pearl Harbor
December 7, 1941, Naval Auvi-
ation News would like you to
write down your remembrance
ol that day.

In our December 1966 issue,
just 25 years after the United
States was plunged into World
War 11, we hope to present
the personal accounts ol Na-
val Aviators and other person-
nel on that historic occasion.

Any pictures you send should
he protected by cardboard or
photomailers, NANrews will
keep them carefully and re-
turn them to you as soon as
practicable. Simply send your
communication by October 15
to this address:

Naval Aviation News
Department of the Navy
Washington, D. C. 20360

FOUR PLANE COMMAND—Marine Composite Reconnaissance Squadron Two, MAW-2,

‘Rampagers’ Make a Move
VA-83 Arrives at NAS Cecil Field

The attack squadron  comple-
ment at NAS Cean, Frern, Fla, has
been increased by the arrival of
VA-83, nicknamed the Rampagers,
[rom Oceana, Va. The squadron
wars st commissioned in 1950 and
stice 1951 has been Vivginia-bhased.

In recent years, VA-83 has added
a4 number ol commendible achieve-
ments to its record: placing second
in the Atlantic Fleet Weapons Meel
in September 1958: establishing an
all-time high month for USS For-
restal A-4 operations by flying in ex-
cess of 900 hours in 16 Hying days,
for an average ol 53 hours per pi-
lot: and winning a second consecu-
tive NavAirLant Baule E award in
July 1962 with its pilots awarded
over 70 individual I's. Command-
er K. S Carver is Commanding
Officer ol V-85,

Five Years are Celebrated
NAAS Meridian Notes Occasion

On July [, 1961, NAAS Mer:-
pIaN, Mississippi, opened to train
jet pilots for the Fleet. The mod-
ern facility was built at an original
cost ol $15 million.

Approximately 195 officers and
1,550 enlisted men are assigned to
the two training squadrons. In ad-
dition, the station employs some 200
civilians. There are usually some
300 flight students on board.

Cherry Point, used these four jefs to surpass the flight safety record for Marine recon-

naissance squadrons.

flown in these aircraft (clockwise, from

The unif's FY 1966 total of 7,614 occident-free flight hours wos
top):

The RF-4B Photo Phantom, EF-108

Skyknight, RF-8A Crusader and EA-6A Infruder. The Phontom will soon replace the older
Crusader as the primary photo-recon aircraft for YMCJ-2. The Skyknight and Intruder are
designed for active and passive electronic warfare. (Photo by 1st Lt. C. H. Armstrong, USMC.)
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Helicopter Antisubmarine Squad-
ron Two, under the leadership
of Cdr. Donald J. Hayes, won the
Navy Unit Commendation for de-
veloping inflight refueling from
destroyers. HS-2 used this tech-
nique for search and rescue mis-
sions over hostile areas in Viet-
nam, far from safe landing sites.
HS-2 was flying Sea Kings from
the USS Hornet. Cdr. J. E. Wil-
liams recently assumed command
at HS-2's home port, Ream Field.

SQUADRON
INSIGNIA




TIME FOR FISHING

. Navar Aviarion
. .. and a time to move onward and up-

ward through U.S. Navy promotions.
Talk to your Education Officer today.




