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N TIFY? ‘Lhree different services are represented in this month's aircraft recognition quiz—Air Force,
. Navy and Royal Navy. One is world's largest single-engine plane, Answers last page.




S UNITED NATIONS troops pull out of positions

in South Korea before advancing hordes of

Chinese Communists, the importance of protective
air cover increasingly is driven home.

Without carrier-based fighters and bombers to dis-
rupt the enemy supply lines and to furnish close air
support, the orderly withdrawal could have turned into
d rout.

A good example of how helpful Navy and Marine
aviation have been to ground troops is the picture
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above. Probably the finest picture of close air support
of the war thus far, it shows a Marine Corsair pulling
out of a dive as its napalm bomb flames up on the
ground behind it. Ground troops wait for the aerial
attack to flush enemy troops from hillside trenches
delaying their march southward. The photo is by Sgt.
F. C. Kerr.

As America at home mobilizes its strength, the war
in Korea moves swiftly. Stories of Navy and Marine
aviation in this far-off war appear on following pages.



Korean ‘Country Store’

When the Marines were hard-pressed
in the North Korean pocker, Marine
“air delivery” boys delivered many tons
of supplies to them by plane and para-
chute, In four hours on one job they
dropped 42,130 pounds near Majon-Ni,
establishing a new record.

Four hours afrer they gor the urgent
request the transports dropped 450
rounds of 105 mm artillery, 100 rounds
of 4.2 mortar, 24 rounds of 60 mm,
mortar, six cases of hand grenades and
36,000 rounds of belted machine gun
bullets. Also dropped were 5 gallons of
anti-freeze for ranks, 200 gallons of
gasoline and 1,512 pounds of rations.
Pilots who flew the record drop of 152
parachutes were LCol. Bruce Prosser,
Capt. H. D. Menazies, Lt. E. D. Storrs
and Robert Carter and M/Sgt. Larry
Laugen.

The Firsc Air Delivery Platoon during
the first 13 days of November shoved
456,556 pounds of food clothing and
supplies over the side to a Marine unit
in Korea, taking 87 flights to do the

RADM JOHN M. HOSKINS, ComCarDiv Three,

tions aboard Valley Forge off Korea with Capt. Walter F. Rodee

‘OPERATION PINWHE:EL" ON CV PRIC:TUN HELPS TURN SHIP AROUND IN SASEBO HARBCR, JAPAN

trick. The platoon packages the supplies,
loads them on planes and kicks them
overboard. Although they are infantry-
men they get flight pay.

Gunfire Sinks Mine

Lookourts on the tender Gardiners Bay
sighted a suspicious-looking object bear-
ing down on it in the strong Inchon
harbor tide rips. A ship's boat made
close examination and identified it posi-
tively as a floating mine of the Russian
Mk 25 type.

The ship’s 20 mm and 40 mm guns
opened fire on it at abour 1,000 yards
range, The mine was holed and started
to sink after 30 rounds of 20 mm and
80 rounds of 40 mm were fired. It sank
well clear of the shipping channel and
anchorages.

Ferry Service Suspended

The Fusen reservoir ferry had to can-
cel its schedule indefinitely in North
Korea. The reason: No boats.

Corsair pilots from First Marine Air-
craft Wing night fighter squadron saw
Communists feverishly loading a couple

plans combat opera-
strike against

CATAPULT officer ducks as Navy
Naorth
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of boats with supplies on the banks of
the reservoir. They passed on the infor-
mation to day hgater pilots who would
have berter light for bombing and staf-
i.llg.

Next day rockets and bullets from the
planes of Capr. Jack Rainalter and Lt
Harold Daiga sank the 100-foot ferry,
plus a smaller 25-foor boar alongside.
To put the ferry line definitely outr of
business they damaged a 25-foot barge
half mile down the shore.

Cold on the Feet

With ingenuity reminding one of the
Seabees, Marines ar Wonsan comman-
decred empty rocker crates to make
wooden floors under their tents to pro-
tect the inhabitants from the icy North
Korean weather.

A construction crew of a dozen Ma-
rines, augmented by Korean laborers,
scrounged the airfield area for empty
rocker boxes, These were carefully dis-
mantled and nailed into tent foor
sections, It was not uncommon to see a
morning's box collection rtransformed
into a row of tent floors by nightfall.

Further ingenuity was displayed to
keep the winter’s blasts out of the Ma-
rines’ airfield operations shack. The
former Japanese concrete structure was
badly scarred by Marine planes before
Wonsan fell. All windows had been de-
stroyed.

As winter came on "Consumption
Junction” became more untenable for
Marines on duty in it. The windows
could not be boarded up because the
duty section had to keep an eye on field
operations.

Marines found a Korean in the near-
by city who had some glass, though how
he kept it through a campaign that
leveled most of Wonsan is a mystery.
The Marines had no money and the
Korean had only the clothes on his back.
Result: windows for the shack and a
sack full of castoff summer duds for rhe
Korean. For a Russian rifle, a sailor
found a glass cutter aboard his ship in
the bay and the operations shack soon
had 56 panes of glass.

launched for a
from Princeton’s deck

Panther jer is
Korean Communists
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Know What You Shoot At

8o that Marine fighter-bomber pilots would know Russian
tanks from our own Army armor, indoctrination classes were
held for Marine Air Group 12 fliers. Two tanks were parked
immediately behind their briefing room where all outgoing
pilots are given final word on targets.

The pilots: liked the idea and said the Army officer who
thought it up must have been a one-time insurance salesman.

Male Annie Oakley

Like the fabulous marksman who could drive a nail in a
post at 100 paces with a rifle buller, the Marines boast of the
shooting of 2nd Le. James W. Laseter. This First Marine Air
Group pilor knocked our a Red self-propelled gun in Korea
by firing a rocker directly into the operator's sear. All this
while diving on the weapon at several hundred miles an hour.

A low-flying recco plane scouted the scene afrer Laseter’s
attack and reported he gor a direct hic in the cockpic-like seat.

Another candidate for the sharpshooter's medal is the
Marine fighter pilot who was called in by the ground control
officer, Lt. John Theros, at Chosin reservoir to knock out a
single machine gun firing on ground troops from the hills,

Using tracer bullets as a rarger in the dark, the plane came
in from a flac angle, low over the streets of Hagaru-ri. As
he zoomed over, the troops took cover, cussing the pilot,
whoever he was.

Next morning, however, the tone changed to one of awe
as a forward patrol went to look for the machine gun nest.
There in the ruins of his position lay the gunner with a hole
right between the eyes.

Rough Time in Korea

It was one of those days when Capr. Berr Sadkin, Marine
transport pilot, wished he had stayed in bed. He was dropping
air supplies to isolated Marine ground troops in North
Korean mountains.

Flying abour 100 feet up at around 100 mph, his Air Drop
Platoon crewmen were busy pushing out parachute rigged
bundles. Suddenly a jolt almost jerked the yoke out of
Sadkin's hands. A crewman told him one bundle had hir and
entangled on the tail assembly.

Sadkin banked the plane sharply, trying to lose the chure
and bundle. All he succeeded in doing was knock one of his
crewmen unconscious against the side of the plane—nor
a good procedure for crew morale.

So he landed the plane, the bundle bouncing along on the
runway. "I'm glad this didn’t happen earlier today,” Sadkin
commented, “That bundle had winter clothes in it. Earlier
I was delivering ammunirion.”

Reunion in Japan

This is the sequel to last month's story about Lt. Carl C.
Dace of vF-111, first American pilot to use his ejection seat
in combat to escape a stricken plane. Dace went into the
water off Korea and was rescued next day by a destroyer.

Afrer his rescue word was received on board ship that his
wife, L. Emily Dace (NC), a flight nurse, was in Tokyo
area. Lt. (jg) F. J. Morgan, the air group doctor, telephoned
her the news of her husband’s rescue. On the male lieutenant's
return to the carrier leave was arranged and he went to Tokyo
to see his ocean-hopping spouse.

Fate was against him. When he arrived his wife had flown
back ro the states in an evacuation plane. On the carrier's
next entry in port, however, the rwo schedules jibed and the
Dace’s had a family reunion in Japan. Now every time the
ship hits Japanese area ports, Dace streaks for Tokyo and
tries to find his ocean-flying wife, who just might happen to
be in town, MATS hospital flight schedules being uncerrain
as they are. Other pilots wish they were half so lucky.

VA-55 GUN camera films show HVAR rockers streaking toward rail-
road yards in North Korea; rockets proved effective missiles
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GUN CAMERA pictures from a Skyrarder with va-35 shows 20 mm
cannon shells ripping _into freighters in North Korean harbor

SPEWING OIL and listing, a North Korean tanker lies dead in
the water as VA-35's AD dive-bombers continue 1o plaster it

NAVY PBM exploded rwo Russian-type mines in channel at Chinam-
p'o, Korea; best hunting time for mines proved to be low nde
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CARRIER VALLEY FORGE steams into San Diego harbor from seven months fighting dury off

Korea; CAG-11 aircrafe fly parade overhead as the ship nears naval air station’s dock

Planes Protect Beachhead

Naval aviation and carriers played a
large part in the successful evacuation of
193 shiploads of Marines, Army and
Korean refugees from the Communist-
ringed seaporr of Hungnam the last of
December.

Navy and Marine Corsairs and Sky-
raiders from RAdm. Edward C. Ewen's
Task Force 77 and an escort carrier
group dropped bombs, napalm and rock-
ets on North Korean troop emplace-
ments. Napalm tanks could be seen
tumbling down from the planes and
huge clouds of black smoke arose in the
hills as they hir.

While Navy and Marine personnel
moved 350,000 tons of supplies and
equipment aboard Navy transports, car-
go ships, LST's, LSD'’s and MSTS vessels,
a continuous cover of planes shurtled
from carriers to smash onrushing Chi-
nese and North Korean troops. In the
final five days of the evacuation, with
the beachhead growing smaller by day
strikes came faster and faster. More than
2,500 sorties by fighters and bombers
were flown during the operation in close
support of ground troops.

The daily raids kept the Communists
well dug in and prevented any big push

GUNNER'S MATE Peter P. King repairs 40
mm gun aboard Philippine Sea curing snow

at the beach area.

All the time the ships were evacuat-
ing men and equipment from the beach-
head Marine and Navy transport planes
flew heavy schedules, evacuating wound-
ed men from Hungnam to Japan. Only
a few short weeks ago these same planes
and ships were bringing in the supplies
they later had to fly out.

Jets vs. Helicopter

Three Russian-type MIG-15 jets at-
tacked a Navy helicopter in Korea but
the ability of the pinwheel to maneuver
swiftly foiled the fast jets.

Lt. (jg) Raymond A. Miller and his
crewman R. F. Anderson, AM3, were en-
gaged in rescuing 28 Korean troops
from Changyon, deep in enemy territory.
The helicopter, with two of the ROK
men aboard, had just left the ground
when it was artacked by the Russian
jets. Only quick maneuvering on the
part of Lr. Miller avoided their being
caught in the path of enemy fire.

According to Miller, the speed of the
jets made it impossible for them to
change their position to train their
fire on the helicoprer after it had
maneuvered out of range. Before the
jets had time to make a turn and come
in for a second run the helicopter was

LT. MILLER tells how 3 MIG jers atracked
his helicopter in Korea, failed to hir it
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flown out of sight and returned ro its
base ship.

In the picture at the bortom of this
page, Miller tells Anderson and Lt
Charles C. Jones of his squadron how
he eluded the jets.

Here's How It's Done

Marines demonstrated a new way to
work close air support at night around
Seoul. An air-controller with Marine
ground troops asked for help to knock
out a large concentration of well-organi-
zed Communists on a hill massing for
an atrack.

Capt. John McCabe headed his F7F
for the scene. The controller directed
the Tigercat to the target by firing
tracer bullers. "Let me know when you
want the machine guns to stop,” he told
McCabe.

"OK," the pilor said and started his
close-in support run on the target at
the end of the stream of tracers. About
1,000 feer off the ground, McCabe
called, "Stop the fire!”

The machine guns stopped and the
captain dropped a fragmentation bomb
on the troops. He made eight more dives
on the tracer bullet-spotted hill, firing
his rockets and 20 mm cannons at the
Communists. There was no counter at-
tack from the hill that night

Bullets, Not Pamphlets

As a propagandist, Maj. Jack Brush-
ert found his bullets worked better than
propaganda leaflets against Chinese
Communists in North Korea.

Given newly-printed leaflets to drop
telling the Chinese to go home, Brush-
ert flew over Choshin reservoir, put the
plane on auto pilot and shoveled out the
leaflets. Most of them flew back in his
face.

Over Taehung-Dong he tossed out
another package. It hit the cockpir hatch
and leaflets flew back in his face again.
On his way home he spotted a couple of
new Communist trucks on a road, He
worked off his anger by burning one
with rockets while his wingman, Lt
Richard R. Miller, got the other.

FAMED RESCUE pilor with vMO-6 in Korea is
Capt. Victor A. Armstrong, sitting in HO38




CHIPPING

Unlucky “17"

A new unlucky number has cropped
up on the CVE Sicily. After three wrecks
involving planes numbered “17", Capt.
James Thach, her skipper, banned
further use of the figure.

Shortly before the Inchon invasion,
Capt. William F. Simpson, USMC, flew
off in #17 for a mission over enemy
territory. He was killed when it was shot
down.

A few days later Maj. Robert Floeck
took off in a Corsair replacement plane
#17. He also was shot down and killed.
Within a week another #17, damaged
by AA, returned safely to the ship. As it
was being wheeled into position on the
hangar deck, its guns suddenly dis-
charged, killing a Marine sergeant.

Fourth tragedy, and clincher, came
when another plane 17 flown by
LCol. Walter E. Lischeid was hit by
enemy fire behind the lines and ex-
ploded. He was killed.

Old Home Week

Four former members of the Royal
Canadian Air Force had a reunion in
Korea, all of them now members of the
Marines flying from a Korean airfield.

They were Majs. John A. Reeder,
Joseph W. Mackin, Rick Hey and Capt.

James A. Burris. All four served with

ALTHOUGH AIR attacks on our carriers off Korea are non-existent,
gunners on the Badoeng Sirait polish up on marksmanship

ICE off the flight deck of the Badoeng Strait off
Korea, being used by Marines for close support of ground men

et

the Canadians in the war before the
United States became involved, then
joined the Marines. Reeder was skipper
of VvMF-111, Dallas Marine Reserve
squadron when the Korean fighting
broke out. Twenty-eight days later he
was on duty in Japan,

Why Not Two Sticks?

A couple of Marine fighter pilots,
Capt. W. W. Hazletr and 1st Lt. W. E.
Jennings, were circling Marine ground
troops near Chosin reservoir 80 miles
from the Manchurian border.

They noticed a spurt of flame and
then another on the hillside below them.
Getting in radio contact with the ground
units below, they asked if there was any
trouble and whether they could help
straighten out any litle things.

“Naw,” came back the reply. "A
couple of the boys are having trouble
building a fire. They're trying to light
it with their flamethrowers.”

Scared Him to Death

There is more than one way to kill a
Korean rtank,

Capt. Grover C. McClure spotted a
tank retreating along a narrow road
north of the North Korean capiral of
Pyongyang. The Marine dived on it and
opened up with his rockets. The tank

NORTH KOREAN defenses
Ewoldr, ACI officer of the Boxer, showing guns, other targers

are pointed out by Cdr. Leonard E.

maneuvered smartly and the rockets
missed.

McClure came around again and
launched two more right in front of the
tank. Still no hits. But the rockets con-
fused the tank driver and he swerved
off the road into a rocky ravine.

The tank turned over and over and
bounced right out of the war.

Duck for Dinner

Capt. Wilson C. Terry, a Marine
fighter pilor in Korea, didn't trust his
mess crew to provide a rturkey for
Thanksgiving dinner. He came in for
a landing in his Corsair wich the remains
of several ducks smeared over his wind-
shield. The collision forced him to re-
turn to base for repairs.

Fat, Dumb and Happy

Some people just never get the word.
Take the long caravan of Communise
trucks driving down North Korean roads
with all their headlights on.

Capt. Edward Osborne from a Ma-
rine night fighter squadron at Wonsan
spotted them, at least 100 strong. Drop-
ping a parachute flare he glided in,
opening up with machine guns and
rockets. The truck drivers turned off
their lights after the first pass.

The light from many burning trucks
paid tribute to Osborne’s marksmanship.

AVIATION ORDNANCEMEN on the Princeton check and clean 20 mm
gun in preparation for another strike on Chinese Communists




How Did It Get There?

The R4D-5 pictured at the botrom of
the page seems to be doing a very fine
job of blocking traffic. It arrived in
this unique position when the pilot and
co-pilor forgot to pur the props in full
low pitch during a touch and go landing.

The pilot was demonstrating a power-
off, no faps, semi-stall landing on a
4000-foot runway. The RiD-5 which
weighed only 21,300 lbs. crossed the
end of the runway at approximately 70
knots and rouched down about 1000
feet down the runway in a nearly stalled
attitude. At a speed of abour 50 knots
power was applied for take-off. Since
the props had not been placed in full low
pitch, the acceleration was compara-
tively slow. The pilot noriced this and
shoved the props forward, and then
immediately closed the throttles to abort
the take-off. At this time there was about
1500 feer of runway remaining and the
R4D was doing between 60 and 65 knots.

Heavy skid marks were found on the
last 1028 feet of the runway plus 291
feer on the grass over-run. The plane
then went through a cyclone fence which
marked the boundary of the field and
rolled down the highway embankment.
It hit the rise on the far side still doing
about 20 knots.

The fuselage was buckled as far aft
as station 135, and the R4D will require
a major overhaul. All crew members
escaped with only minor sprains and
scratches.

% Grampaw Pettibone says:

In a poker game a couple of
years ago I watched a fellow throw in a
hand that contained three Queens rather
than call the final $30 raise. He had
already invested about $70 in the "“Three
Ladies” and, as it turned out, they would
have won him a $300 pot if he had only
called that last bet. He's still trying to
figure out why he threw the hand away.

You'd think the pilot of this R4D would
be asking himself a similar question. What
made him think that it would be safer to

FIGURE OUT HOW THIS l GOT IN THIS HOLE
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DILBERT GETS A LESSON IN CALCULATED RISK

try to stop than to continue his take-off?
Alas, such is not the case. In his statement
he says that he thinks his decision was
correct because he would have been air-
borne at less than safe single engine speed
if he had continued his take-off run, and
he felt certain that he could stop.

According to the pilot’s handbook an
R4D weighing only 21,300 Ibs. can take
off from a dead stop in a no-wind condi-
tion and clear a 50-foot obstruction in
less than 1500 feet. In fact, it takes a
greater distance to stop the plane when
it is going 60-65 knots than it does to
take-off from a complete stop.

While he was calculating the risks in-
volved in the two courses of action, the
pilot might also have remembered that
his flaps were up and due to the absence
of their drag he would require a longer
than usual stopping distance.

It seems to me that all he had to do
after pushing the props forward was just
to sit tight and that R4D would have
taken off like a scared jack-rabbit.

Of course, in discussing an accident or
a poker hand, hindsight is a big help. It
isn’t nearly so easy to make the right de-
cision on the spur of the moment.

Just to end this discussion with a com-
forting note, I might add that I spent a
couple of hours trying to figure out from
our accident records just what the chances
were of having one engine quit in an
R4D during any given minute of full
power operation. I finally gave up, but
before doing so, I came to the conclusion
that it was less likely than the chances of
winning the Irish Sweepstakes on a single
ticket. P.S. Check yourself on your next
few landings. Do you remember to put
your prop or props in full low pitch every
time? Check-off lists were invented to pre-
vent just this type of error. USE THEM
AND STAY OUT OF TROUBLE.

GRAMPAW PETTIBONE ASKS

Why does the plane taxiing ahead al-
ways stop as soon as you lose sight
of 1t?
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New Jet Safety Record?
"Dear Grampaw Pettibone,

“Since your comment on VF-11 safety
record says ‘best monthly record re-
ported to date for jets’, we arguingly
submit this epistle to set the record
straight. At the first pop our of the
bag, someone may try to disqualify us
because we are not a fleet squadron but
we feel that since we are assigned a
comparable number of planes (20 as-
signed against 16 for fleet squadron)
and since we have to check-our a new
bunch of non-jer aviators each month
that our problems and risks are com-
parable.

“During the month of August 1950
Jet Training Unit One flew 1315 ac-
cident free hours, racking up an aver-
age of 65.7 hours per plane for the
month. This beats VF-11's average of
64.0 hours per plane (1024 hours/16
planes). In addition, JTU-1 in the last 12
months of operations has transitioned
284 pilots to jet aircraft and flown 10,-
328.4 hours without a student farality.

“The only injury in this period was a
pair of blood-shot eyes (looked like he
had been on a fortnight of lost week-
ends) which a student incurred when he
exposed himself to excessive negative
"Gs". During this time, students were
involved in only 4 accidents, instructors
accounted for 3 more.

“In this regard, many people think
we have two-seater TO-2's to check out
these recently designated aviators—Not
so!! Comes as a jolt to some of those re-
porting in. After 415 days of concen-
trated classroom, cockpit time, instruc-
tor-student  dope  sessions, questions,
answers, reviews, and a pat on the back,
off they go—solo!! The runway portable
talks them off and back on and they have
had their first jer ride. All of their 25
hours during the course is without tip
tanks, so they log their time at 55 min-
utes a clip . . . more landings that way.

"“JTU-1 has on board 137 men and 21
instructors which composes the finest
crew in the Nayy. If you don't believe it
just ask one of ‘em.

"Yours accident freely,
"From highest to lowest in JTU-1"

Grampaw Pettibone Says:
! Congratulations on a wonderful
safety record.
It is never easy to draw a comparison
between the relative hazards of training
new pilots in a particular type plane
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versus operating the same type in a fleet
squadron. Training Command accident
rates, however, normally run consider-
ably lower than the fleet rates for the
same types.

This may indicate that the Training
Command places greater emphasis on
safety, or it may prove that Fleet Opera-
tions are just naturally more hazardous.
My own guess is that both factors con-
tribute to the difference in the rates.

Space limitations prevent the publica-
tion of the splendid aircraft availability
record which you enclosed, but you
certainly must have a cracker-jack mainte-
nance department to "keep 'em flying” so
consistently.

Can any other jet outfit top the safety
records of VF-11 and JTU-1? If so, don't
be too modest to write in and tell about
it. I don’t have a large enough staff to
keep a running check on every squad-
ron . . . . and sometimes don’t have all
the necessary figures.

Get That Frost Off

Every winter we lose two or three
planes because pilots attempe to take off
withourt thoroughly removing snow, ice,
and frost from the wings.

The aviation supply officer stocks a
defrosting fluid which works quite well
at temperatures near the freezing level,
The Auid can be applied by swabbing,
brushing or spraying. The stock num-
ber is R31-F-547.

In additon to removing the accumu-
lated ice and frost, the fluid remaining
on the surfaces should provide protec-
tion for approximately two hours pro-
vided the temperature is not below—10"
centigrade.

% Reports from the field indicate
that this stuff works like a charm when
the temperature is just a few degrees be-
low freezing. It will not work when the
temperature is more than 15° below freez-
ing. When it gets that cold, anti-icing
fluid or denatured ethyl aleohol will have
to be used. Technical Note 23-50 gives ad-
ditional information on the removal of
frost, ice, and snow.

Grampaw Pettibone Says:

Remember—the neck that's out is your
own. Don’t try to take off with even the
smallest amount of snow or frost on wings
or control surfaces.

Atomic Energy Areas

By now all Navy pilots should know
that all flying over the atomic energy
installations at Oak Ridge, Tennessee;
Los Alamos, New Mexico; and Hanford,
Washington has been prohibited by
Presidential Order.

Nevertheless there have been some re-
cent violations due to poor navigation
or careless flight planning.

Both of these errors can be corrected
by the pilor himself, and operations
officers can help by briefing pilots to
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avoid these areas on cross country flights.
New charts have been printed which
show the boundaries of these three pro-
hibited areas very distinctly. Study them
carefully and avoid the embarrassment
of being followed and identified by the
fighter aircraft assigned to patrol
boundaries of these prohibited areas.

Rather Tasty

Mechanics take heed! From Brazil
comes this story of a mechanic who en-
countered an extremely unusual main-
tenance problem.

While working on a DC-3 at an out-
lying airport, the mechanic carefully
removed the necessary parts and laid
them on a clean newspaper in order in
which they were removed. He then went
out to lunch.

When he returned, he was just in
time to discover a bird known as an
Ema, swallowing the last bolt and look-
ing around for something else to eat.

After a chase by the airline staff the
bird was caught. The subsequent sur-
gery proved fatal to the Ema, but all
the parts were duly recovered and re-
installed.

Dear Grampaw Pettibone,

“This, I'm sure, will scrike you as a
rare request bur I'd like to say ar the
outset, it is in no way a ‘jab’ at the sup-
ply situation or anyone responsible for
the shortage of the 'hard hats’ among
us ‘old men” siill ‘drivin’ the piston
driven aircraft.

“If you will supply me with the ad-
dress, name and so on, of the concern
manufacturing the crash helmers, T'll
honestly be happy to buy my own. At
present I'm flying in a combar zone and
since I'm loaded with insurance of one
kind or another, I won't mind the ex-
penditure for an item 1 feel is a must
for people flying the Corsair at night

Note of interest: the only serious acci-
dent our squadron has had involved two
landing aircraft. Ironically the lad who
got hit by the aircrafe landing behind
him, had on the only crash helmer in the
squadron. The canopy was slammed
shut injuring one arm and putting a
deep scar in the top of the helmet. He is,
of course, tickled ‘pink’ to be the proud

owner of the only ‘hard hat' in these
Pﬂffs.
“I will honestly appreciate your atten-
tion to this lictdle mareer.
“Sincerely,

“18T LT, USMC”

% Grampaw Pettibone Says:
"  I'm hoping that by the time you

see this in print new H-3 helmets will have
arrived for every pilot in your squadron.

It wouldn’t do you any good to write
to the firm that manufactures the helmets
because they are on the critical list and
the Navy is buying them just as fast as
they can be made. The cost of the new,
more comfortable, H-3 helmet, complete
with inner liner, earphones, and boom
mike is quite considerable.

I understand that a great deal of work
went into the design and testing of the
new type helmet and that it is so good that
the Navy has ordered 10,000 of them.

One pilot whose life was saved by a
“Hard Hat” and who was in an area
where he could get a replacement sent the
battered helmet to us by way of showing
what would have happened to his head if
he hadn’t been wearing it. From the looks
of it he would have been "pushing up
the daisies”.

In the meantime keep your straps tight,
and sit low enough to get as much pro-
tection as possible from the overturn
structure.

Can You Top This?

About three months ago 1 asked
Navy pilots with over 5000 hours or
with 500 carriers landings and no pilot
error accidents to write me giving their
total time and a brief resume of the type
of flying that they had done.

So far no one has claimed 500 acci-
dent free carrier landings. Does anyone
have 400?

However, 1 have heard from eight
“old-timers” each with over 5000 hours.
Their flying experiences stretch back
over a 2l-year period, and I guess its
not surprising that the years had dimmed
the memories of a groundloop in 1930,
a wheels-up landing in 1935, a nose-up
while taxiing in 1938, a brush with the
trees around Clay Pits in 1938, and a
waterloop in 1940,

Even so their safety record is remark-
able considering the varied types of fly-
ing that they have done,

The pilot who didn't mention the
waterloop was later awarded the Navy
Cross for heroism when he rescued a
number of Army men adrift in heavy
seas. Incidently he didn’t mention this
either, but it shows up on his card.

Here's the one to top—but no names
as yef.

He's a lieutenant commander, USN,
with 7,831 hours of flight time in the
last 18 years. He hasn’t scratched one
yer. Can you top his excellent record?
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OPERATION
TURNABOUT

OI’I-.i'h\'II[).‘\ TURNABOUT was com-
pleted by the aircraft carrier USS
Valley Forge when she put into NAS
SAN DikGo for five days, then turned
around and sped right back out to the
Korean war zone again.

In the bartle right from the start in
June, the carrier came back to the States
for a well-earned rest, only to be ardered
right our again when rhe Korean war
flamed up again. During her brief visit,
however, the crew got a joyous welcome
and had ro 2o through the hearrache of
parting right after they gor their bags
unpacked.

Some of the more fortunate men were
greeted by their wives and families,
others missed the opportunity when all
leaves were cancelled. The "Happy Val-
ley” became the center of nationwide
attention when she put into port be-
cause she had been on duty in the West-
ern Pacific since the start of hostcilities.
Her men saw action from the first dack
days up through the time when final vic-
tory seemed imminent and the ship
headed home.

On the lighter side of the rerurn,
Ralph Edwards brought his “Truth or
Consequences” show aboard the Valley
and had it filmed for nationwide tele-
vision release. Then two days later, one
of the biggest parties San Diego ever
has seen was thrown for all hands and
friends ac the Pacific Square Ballroom.
Joanne Durant, Mzss California of 1950,
was awarded the ctitle of Mirs Valley
Forge.

Everyone is familiar now with the

DOG GREETS H. E. SHERWOOD AS WIFE WAITS

&
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MAVY WIVES SEARCH DECKS OF VALLEY FORGE FOR HUSBANDS, SWEETHEARTS AS SHE PULLS IN

chain of events that made necessary the
recall of the Valley Forge to the war.
NAS SAN DieGo and all spare AirPac
personnel turned to so that the carrier
could refuel and take on supplies and
ammunirion in record time.

The necessity for the recall of the
cv-45 was adequately expressed in a

MISS CALIFORNIA PICKED MI5SS VALLEY FORGE

telegram from VAdm. Sprague which
said “Your cheerful acceptance of return
to combar instead of a well-earned rest
again shows the unflagging can-do spirit
of the Valley Forge, the highest devo-
tion to duty and a keen appreciation of
the grim events requiring this decision.
Good luck and Godspeed.”

J. WALKER'S FAMILY GRETS HIM AT STATION

Restricted
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* *

WITH GUN sponsons empty of armament and her deck lined
with crew, Valley Forge ends six months duty around Korea

CDR. HARVEY P. Lanham, head of Valley Forge air group al-
most falls our of his jet Panther to zreer his children, wife

FINAL INSPECTION of his men sees Cdr. Lanham hand over
CAG-5 to Cdr. Marshall U. Beebe after medal presentations

A FEW LAST minutes together for J. A. Lobb and his wife
before Valley Forge sails again for the Korea war zone

WIVES OF MEN aboard “457 tell their men goodbye as the
ship refuels, takes on supplies and leaves after 5 days

* X

e wNn =
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AIR ANTISUBMARINE Squadron 25 is now flying the new Grumman AF "Cuardian." These
carrier-based planes usually fly in pairs to make up the deadly “hunter-killer” team
apainst enemy swbmarines. Each plans is specially designed to carry the equipment
needed for ity role, It s the largest single-engine aircraft in the world so far ax is knouwn.

Technical Training Back at Jax

HE NAvaL Air Technical Training
Center at NAS JACKSONVILLE,
closed for economy reasons since May,
1948, is being reopened and operations
at the Memphis NATTC are being ex-
panded to meet the national emergency.
Eleven air technical training schools,
along with the headquarters of RAdm.
Harold M. Martin, head of NATT, will
stay at Memphis. Nine schools were to
move from there to Jacksonville in Jan-
uary. _

Increased operations at Memphis call
for a monthly input of about 1,000
students, a 309 increase over current
rates. Officer and enlisted instructors will
be increased to handle the load.

More than 70 buildings in the train-
ing center on the Jacksonville air sta-
tion were restored. First students will
begin work there in March. When the
center builds up to operating strength,
it will have more than 100 officers and
nearly 1800 men to train the 1,000-man
monthly quota. Total number under
instruction at any one time will be about
6,000.

During World War II, NATTC
JACKSONVILLE had up to 12,000 stu-
dents and instructors. Schools to be
moved from Memphis to Jacksonville
are airman, Classes A and B aviation
ordnanceman, aviation ordnance officer,
aviation storekeeper, A and B aviation
electrician school, aviation supply officer
and aircraft instrument training school.
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Remaining at Memphis will be Classes
A and B aviation machinist's mate, A
and B aviation structural mechanic, A
and B aviaton electronics rechnician
and electronicsman, A and B training
deviceman, instructor training, aircraft
maintenance officer and aviation elec-
tronics officer schools.

New Plane—AD on Floats
Midway-Coral Sea Idea Pays Dividend
USS MibwAy—Ever see an AD S&-
rarder on floats?
Take a the

look ar accompanying

e

FIRST SKYRAIDER DIVE

BOMBER ON FLOATS: MAYBE REVERSE PITCH PROP WOIJI.D

Restricted

photograph of the Ap-3wF (will floar)
which operated berween this carrier and
the Coral Sea recently. The operations
plan called for the transfer of certain
“dud” aircrafr from the Coral Sea to the
Midway.

The logistic situation precluded use
of lighters or barges for this mission
(there were none), but an alrernate
plan quickly was devised. Why not pro-
vide the necessary life by motor launch?
This question being unanswered then
was executed.

Two 50-foot motor launches were at-
tached securely one to the other and the
aircraft was lowered forthwith to its
newly-acquired floats. This the redesig-
nated AD-3WF with rhree power plants
available proceeded as previously di-
rected.

A repetition of the foregoing pro-
cedure enabled the operation to be com-
pleted in a highly successful manner.
It was noted, however, that the main
power plant of the AD was nor required
nor could it be effecrively used because
in the haste of design the floats were
assembled backwards. This "bug” should
be corrected before production.

\IR

[ECHNICAL TRAINING UNIT
NAVAL SCHOOLS OF PHOIOGRAP)

PHOTOFLASH BULBS have a habit of burning

AVAL

tncautions photographers’ fingers if they
erab the bull too soon after firing. Wave
Edith A. Monson and Sherman L. Barber,
trainees at NATTU Pensacola photo school,
show what happens if you burry too much.

WORK BETTER
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ALL ABOARD FOR JUPITER

FLY]N(: ON an interplanerary rocket
to Jupiter may not be the com-
fortable ride pictured by the comic
strips. You may find yourself sitting
three feer above your chair, unable to
drink your water and bombarded by
cOSmic rays.

Three scientists in the newly-opened
field of “space medicine” outlined the
problems recently before the Staff and
Flight Surgeons classes of the School of
Aviation Medicine at Pensacola. They
were Dr. K. Buettner, professor of bio-
physics, University of Goettingen; Dr.
Heinz Haber, research physicist, Kaiser
Wilhelm Institute, and Dr. 8. ]. Gerathe-
wohl, former Chief of the Psychological
Test Center, German Air Force. All
are now attached to the U, S. Air Force
School of Aviation Medicine at Ran-
dolph Field, San Antonio, Texas.

Recent grear strides in development
of rockets and rocket-propelled aircraft
have introduced new and baffling prob-
lems of protection for occupants of
proposed “space ships” which would
travel through areas of tremendously
varying temperatures and pressures,

Dr. Gerathewohl said occupants of
space ships flying beyond the earth’s
gravitational field would lose all sense
of direction with regard to up and down
and side to side.

Passengers of the vehicle of the future
would have no effective weight and
therefore could sit as comfortably three
feet above a chair as they could in it
A simple act like drinking a glass of
water hardly could be performed under
gravity-free conditions.

In the first place, the water, having
no weighe, could not be poured into a
glass. And even if it could be, it im-
mediately would squeeze our and floar
away like a swarm of gnats.

Dr. Gerathewohl also pointed out
that although people suppose the grav-
ity-free state to be a delightfully com-
fortable experience, he has serious
doubts about it. He suggested that the
sensation would exactly parallel the sen-
sations of passengers of an elevator that
suddenly broke loose and plummeted
freely down the elevator shaft—except
in the case of the space ship, it never
would hir bottom. "Indeed,” said the
doctor, “Space crafc passengers might
very well all be rather seasick.”

Dr. Haber described the gravity-free
sensation as being similar to falling into
a bortomless pit. He said eventually a
certain adaptation would occur, but
could not say how long it would take
to get used to the feeling of dizziness.

Restricted

"If such adaptation did occur,” he
predicted, "when the space passengers
returned to earth, it is probable they
would spend some time feeling as
though they were being lifred upwards.

"We are so accustomed to gravitation
that it is with no small difficulty that
we attcempt to visualize a gravity-free
state in which one can sit down and
relax in mid-air, It is quite different
from what we know of sitting down
within the earth’s gravitational field
where a chair or bench is necessary to
prevent us from following a celestial
trajectory to the ground.”

Talking on “Climatology of Space
Craft”, Dr. Buettner said a spherical
space ship with a polished meral sur-
face would heat up quickly to a tem-
perature of 239° C (water boils at 100°
C) when in the sun in outer space.

Coaring the ship with white paint
would reduce the temperature to 42°
below zero Centigrade. It is quite pos-
sible to find a color or combinatien of
colors that would produce the desired
temperature inside the space ship. But
in all likelihood, ordinary paint soon
would be destroyed by the ultraviolet
light found in outer space, he said.

Another difficulty outside the earth’s
atmosphere will be breathing, he re-
minded. Atmospheric pressure would
have to be produced artificially within
the space crafr, and enough air (oxygen
and nitrogen) carried to meet the needs
of all the passengers as well as the
rocket engine for the entire trip. Space
flight, as presently conceived, does not

require continuous engine operation.

To these problems, Dr. Buettner
added the dangers to be encountered
from cosmic radiation, especially the
so-called "heavy nuclei” particles. This
subject was elaborated on by Dr, H. J.
Schaefer of the Navy School of Aviation
Medicine.

“Recent research conducted at the
school here has led to the assumprtion
that in all likelihood there is a serious
health hazard, due to cosmic radiation,
at extreme altitudes because a certain
component of these penetrating heavy
nuclei rays exceeds in energy anything
that can be produced roday by cyclo-
trons or atomic piles,” Dr. Schaefer said.

The 184-inch cyclotron in Berkeley,
Calif., largest in the world, can produce
an alpha particle with an energy of 350
million electron voles while some par-
ticles of cosmic origin attain energy
values exceeding 100 billion electron
volts. Such particles, which can attain
the speed of light—186,000 miles a sec-
ond—will have no trouble passing
through space, ship, passengers and all.

Capt. Ashron Graybiel, MC, director
of research ar the Navy school, foresaw
a modification to the present day avia-
tor’s vocabulary. “To conduct gravity-
free experiments in conventional air-
craft,” he said, “the aircraft will have
to be flown along a celestial trajectory.

“To accomplish this, the pilot will
need something like a 10-gallon har so
that the rising and settling of the hat
will indicate his proximity to the flight
path. He will fly by his hat brim.
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AN ENSIGN FIGHTS A WAR

VF-111, KoReEA—This squadron's
nominee for the "Naval Aviator to
Whom Most Things Have Happened”
is Ens. Earl R. Reimers, whose experi-
ences flying jets around Korean waters
are slightly hairy.

About the only thing he hasn't done
so far is shoor down a MIG-15, and he
might remedy that any day. Start the
story back in September. On the first
day he was on a close support mission
with his skipper, LCdr. W. T. Amen. He
came up the groove with zero pounds
of fuel indicared. Luckily he landed
aboard and was able to taxi forward on
the flight deck before his gas gave our
on him completely.

On the fourth while over Sinanju,
his plane was hit by AA fire in the nose
wheel well section. The shell severed the
hydraulic and emergency air lines lead-
ing to the nose wheel.

Reimers, however, did not know this
till he tried to lower his gear later, After
making three passes at the ship while
carrying out emergency procedures, his

— o — _ T T

S i
BOTH OF THESE carriers are the Essex-class
but recognition experts will be quick to spot
plenty of differences between the new Oris-
Eany (rop) and the old Bennington, the
CV-20. Biggest is the cleaner, smaller super-
Structure. Gone are the 57 turrets fore and
aft of the island. They are replaced by 3"
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fuel again gor dangerously low and he
came aboard with no nose wheel. He
made a good landing, caught a wire
and was stopped by the gear. His fuel
gauge showed 100 pounds.

However, it didn’t really catch up
with him until the 18th of the month.
While on a strike with Amen to Pyong-
yang, he got separated on a strafing run
through some low clouds. He tried to
ger joined up t return to ship burt
finally decided to go back alone. Un-
luckily, Reimers had ZB gear that was
inoperative.

After flying a prescribed course and
speed to take him ro the ship, he soon
discovered he had missed the task force.
It was under a squall line and the
weather in the area was poor with Jow
overcast. After getting a steer on the
emergency channel, he headed for the
ship. Before he arrived he ran our of
fuel and had to ditch the plane. He
was rescued by the ship’s helicopter and
spent a couple of days in sick bay.

Octrober was dull but came November

rapid fire guns in tubs alongside the deck of
the Oriskany, The tripod mast is replaced by
a single and the stack design bas been
changed. Painted on the island are the words
“Beware of Jets” and “"Beware of Propellers”.
The Oriskany, recemtly commissioned, ma
represent a trend toward the islandless carrier,

Restricted

and it was a different story. Being the
fourth man in a four-plane division was
a rtrifle disconcerting over Sinuiji. All
of a sudden our of a clear blue sky he
noticed tracers going by his wing. Look-
ing back he saw a swept-wing jet, the
MIG-15, which made its appearance that
day for the first time.

That particular MIG got away, but
on the same flight, one was shot down
by Amen, the first enemy jet bagged by
a naval aviator. Low on gas, the jets
landed ar Kimpo to refuel before re-
turning to the carrier.

On 10 November afrer a CAP hop,
our hero again had some difficulty. His
tail hook would not lower so he elecred
to land ar Wonsan. Wonsan's longest
and only runway is 3800 feet and he
was the first jet to land there. Naturally
he created quite a sensation and was
treated in the best possible Marine tra-
dition by members of the Marine squad-
rons there,

Next day he lefc Wonsan to return
to the ship but the Philippine Seca
couldn't take him aboard ar thar time
and he landed on the Valley Forge and
spent the night. He gor home next day.

Outside of the above adventures,
Reimers' war tour of duty has been
uneventful,

Love Navigates a Seaplane

Married Couple Do 2 Weeks Training
VR-2, ALAMEDA —Something new

has been found in navigator teams.

This squadron has had several mar-
ried teams of a combination of fight
engineer and orderly, radioman and
orderly, and orderly and orderly, but
the newest one is a pair of navigators
married to each other.

They were L. L. J. Andrian and Lt.
Jane F. Andrian on a two weeks Reserve
training cruise with rhe squadron. The
couple met during the war when he
was piloting a navigational training

flight, and she was navigator instructor.

Requests from the squadron person-
nel's spouses for navigation training so
as to be able ro accompany their hus-
bands on a flight to Honolulu are re-
ceived with a chilly view by—the hus-
bands, natch!

e

JRM PILOT McCULLEY CHECKS OUT THE ANDRIANS
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WITHOUT ITS CARGO POD, FAIRCHILD'S NEW PACK PLANE, THE C-121

IS A STRANGE LOOKING CREATURE AS IT FLIES BACK TO GET NEW LUAD

AIR FORCE TRANSPORTS

Il? VARIETY is the spice of life, then the Air Force's cargo
and transport aircraft present a highly-favorable array of
flying machines. Not one of the nine different versions
flying even slightly resembles the others—a fact which
makes recognition study easy.

Not counting in the old standby R4D and RsD-type aircraft,
the Air Force’s transport stable features everything from
erstwhile gliders with engines to the mammoth Convair
¢, the cargo version of the B-36 bomber, of which the AF
has only one,

On the premise that everyone knows what the old standby
Douglas transports look like, NAVAL AVIATION NEWS pre-
sents here recognition data on other planes in the cargo-
transport field of the Air Force. It is just as necessary for
fighter pilots of the Navy to recognize them as it is Yak
jet fighters. During World War 11, plenty of troop-carrying
transports were shot down by AA or fighters, so that recog-
nition of them must be stressed right along with combat
aircrafr,

C-97 Stratofreighter—

A cargo version of the famous B-20 bomber by Boeing, the
Stratofreighter is easy to recognize with irs underslung-
bellied fuselage, much like the double-bubble of the Navy's
Ro0 Constitution. A B-50 tail perches high atop the spine.
Four P&W Wasp Majors give it 14,000 hp for takeoff.
Despite its size—164,000 pounds—it is only half the size

CARGO-CARRYING FUSELAGE DETACHES FROM ﬂlR FORC"E'S PACK PLANE

Restricted

of the Convair ¢-99, illustrated at the bottom of this page.

Other versions of the c-97 are flying the world’s airways
for commercial companies as Stratocruisers. The plane will
carry 136 troops, has a top speed of more than 375 mph,
combat radius of over 1,100 miles with 4,000 miles maximum
range. The Stratofreighter weighs 73,920 pounds empty, has
a 141-foot wingspan. A YC-97B version is available as a mili-
tary passenger carrier, being an adapration of the Strato-
criiser which is being used for evacuating the wounded.

C-99

Few pilots will see this behemoth of the air, but when
they do, it will not be difficult to recognize because of its
stovepipe fuselage, six pusher prop engines and other re-
semblance to the B-36. This 295,000-pound flying building
will carry up to 400 men, it is claimed, can fly 8,000 miles
and has a top speed of berter than 300 mph.

Other interesting features of the plane, of which the Air
Forces have but one, are 230-foor wingspan, tail height 57
feer and length 182 feer. Two cargo decks give it 13,850
cubic feer of space for storing freight or passengers. Its six
P&W Wasp Majors give out, 3,000 hp on takeoff, driving
pusher propellers. It lands at slightly over 90 mph.

C-119B Flying Boxcar
This newer version of the Fairchild Packet is recognizable
for as far as it can be seen because of its tremendous pod

BOEING STRATOFREIGHTER HAS FAT FUSELAGE 1'PERED TO HIGH TAIL
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GIANT DOUGLAS GlOBEMASTER ] HI\S CLAM-SHELL DOORS IN NOSE FOR UNI.OADIN.G ITS CARGO THIS C-124A CAN CARRY 222 COMBAF TROOPS

fuselage and rwin-boom rtails, which no other transport
plane in this country has. The C-82 Packets had R-2800 engines,
while the new models have the more powerful R-4360 P&W
engine.

Widely used by the Air Force, the Marine Corps has pro-
cured a number of the RiQ-1's for troop carrying and trans-
pnrtmg.. freight. The plane has 109 feet wingspan, weighs

74,000 pounds maximum gross weight and has a 1,100 mile
combar radius with nine tons of cargo. lv can carry 64 para-
troopers or 35 litter cases.

Easiest way to tell the c-s2 from the later model C-110 is
the location of the pilot compartment almost in the nose
of the latter. In the earlier plane, the compartment was back
level with the props, making visibility poorer. Another recog-
nition feature of the 119 is the lack of vertical stabilizers
below the twil boom. Noted for its utility rather than its
speed, the Boxcar can do better than 250 mph and lands at
100.

XC-120 Pack Plane

Probably the unique design in recent years for a utility
cargo plane is this Fairchild brain child with the detachable
fuselage. The lower portion has four sers of dual wheels,
which are attached after landing. The pod can be towed away
from the engines, booms, and wings. What is lefr can fly
back for another load of cargo, thus speeding up loading

and unloading—a feature found desirable in the Ber lin Air-

lift.
The top photo on page 00 shows what it looks like flying

tasg

TRI-MOTORED NORTHROP RAIDER HAS FIXED LANDING GEAR, HIGH WING
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home empty to pick up another "pod.” This plane can be
differentiated from the C-119 by the bashed-nose appearance
of the front end, with the pilot's compartment moved back
again to the locarion used in the ¢-82, sacrificing some visi-
bility. Otherwise, the recognition fearures of its two predeces-
sors are abour the same, with high wings, twin boom fuse-
lage and long, forward-thrusting nacelles.

First plane of its type incorporating a detachable fuse-
lage, the Pack Plane may see others copying the idea,
especially if the U. 8. gets embroiled in a war where air
transport of cargo is stressed.

C-121 Constellation

This is a cargo version of the well-known Lockheed Con-
itellation passenger plane so much used by commercial
airliners. From a recognition standpoint, it is easy to spot
with irts fish-like, thin fuselage, ending in three separate
rudders of the typical Lockheed oval design.

Four Wright 2,500-hp engines power this plane, a longer
version of the c-60 Constellation first used for transporting
cargo. A still longer version, the R70, is being procured by
the Navy. It has 18 feer more fuselage bur the same wing-
span and powerplant,

The c¢-121 first came into use at the time of the Berlin Air-
lift operation when larger carrying capacity than the R3D was
desired. It has a maximum range of 4,000 miles with 6,000
pounds payload.

Cruising at 300 mph ar 20,000 feet, the ¢-121 claims it can
carry 330 passengers across the Atlantic in four trips, in less

FAMILIAR GCKHEED CONSTELLATION FLIES FOR MR FORCE AS C-121
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rime than rthe standard four-engine transporr could make
three round trips with 180.

YC-122 Avitruc

A newcomer in the Air Force's stable of transpores is this
(win-engine monoplane, which is primarily a powered ver-
sion of the all-mertal troop and cargo-carrying ghider €G-18,

Buile by Chase Aircraft Co., of New Jersey, its main rec-
ognition features are high wing, underslung nacelles and
chopped off underside of the tail for loading cargo in the
rear of the fuselage. les box-like fuselage is somewhat like
that on the Fairchild Packer.

Two P&W R-2000 engines develop 1350 hp at takeoff,
giving it 200-mph cruising speed and maximum range of
1,000 miles. Gross weight loaded is 31,000 pounds. The
plane has a wingspan of 86 feer, length of 56 feet and
21-foot height.

XC-123

Sister plane to the YC-122, this Chase cargo plane is bigger
and more highly powered. Its engines were increased from
R-2000's to R-2800's. Speed of the plane also was upped slightly
to 220 mph top.

This aircraft, like its sister, is a modification of an all-
meral troop and cargo-carrying glider, the ¢6-20. Tt is slightly
smoother looking in the rail section buc rerains the high
wing, box-like fuselage and upsweprt rail.

C-124A Globemaster Il

A bigger version of the Douglas ¢-74 Globemaster (DC-7)
is this huge transport. Designed to carry heavy ground force
equipment, it loads and unloads through clamshell nose
doors and up a nose ramp, It also has an electric elevator
amidships. It can carry 222 fully-equipped troops or 138 litter
patients.

From a recognition standpoint, its main difference from
the ¢-74 is the whale-like snout. It has the standard Douglas
rudder, low wing and mid-fuselage stabilizers. Four P&W
Wasp Majors power this behemoth, giving it 14,000 hp to
carry its 175,000 pounds design gross weight. It can pack
50,000 pounds 850 miles and return and has a combat radius
of over 1,100 miles with lighter loads.

The Globemaster 11 is slightly longer than the c-74, has a
foot less wingspan and stands five feer higher. It weighs
50,000 more pounds loaded, however, which it can carry
with its more powerful versions of the R-4360 engine.

C-125 Raider

Aviation pioneers can hardly remember back when the
services had tri-motored planes, but Northrop brings them
back in its new Arctic rescue transport. This plane also brings
back fixed landing gear, another almost extinct feature in
operational planes.

Wheel skis, permitting landings on either runways or
snow, will be ficted for Arctic operations. Sturdy fixed land-
ing gear, rugged construction, three engines for safety factor
and power, and high lift wing with maximum-span flaps all
combine to make this specialized plane useful.

A unique rear ramp door permits rapid loading of vehicles
and cargo. Approximately 20,000 pounds of cargo or 32 pas-
sengers can be transported by the Raider. Thirteen assault
versions, designed for use in establishing air heads, also are
being built by Northrop.

From a recognition standpoint, any big plane with fixed
landing gear and three engines is bound to be spotted from
far off by any observer. It is a high wing monoplane with
stabilizers mounted high on the rudder somewhat like those
on jet fighters. The plane looks a litcle like an old Ford-Stour.
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PUSHER PROPELLERS,

CIGAR-LIKE FUSELAGE ON CONVAIR'S C-99

CHASE XC-123 IS AIR FORCE GLIDER WITH ENGINES, TAIL UPSWEEP

EARLIER ODEI. CHASE C-122 WAS SMALLER GLIDER EQUIPPED

FAMILIAR FAIRCHILD PRCKT FLIES FOR AIR FORCE AND THE MARINES
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AIR FORCE MOVES BY CVE

UUSS Bairoko—With its decks load-
ed with Air Force F-84 Thunderjets and
Marine FoF's, this escorr carrier sailed
for the Korean war zones looking more
like a Hoating hote]l than a carrier.

Aboard, beside the ship’s company,
were 56 officers and 244 men of VMF-311
commanded by LCol. N. R. Maclntyre
and 23 officers and 201 men of the
522nd Fighter Squadron of the Air
Force under LCol. J. B. McDonald.

The forward and aft elevator pies
were loaded with bunks for the men and
the hangar deck jammed with trunks.
It was promptly dubbed the "Smiling
Irishman’s Used Car Lot and Penthouse
Apartments” because the after elevator
pit was decked over to form two berth-
ing spaces.

Most of the first part of the trans-
Pacific trip saw the "new” men seasick,
but gun crews were exercised on station
and held fring practices. During heavy
weather below, deck instruction
held in classrooms and ready rooms.

Wis

FORWARD ELEVATOR PIT HOME FOR AIR FORCES
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AlIR ORE THUNDERJETS AND MARINE F9F'S JAM BAIROKO'S DECK ENROUTE TO WEST PACIFIC

The trip was not altogether no play
and all work, two fine disc jockeys and
several good musicians were among the
“passengers” so each afrernoon a request
record program was given over the RBO
system and a jam session held forth
in the afrer mess hall.

Upon its arrival to Japan, the carrier
ran into a blinding rain storm as it
entered Tokyo Bay and had to make the
encry under full radar control. For three
hours the ship fought 60 knot winds
and heavy weather up the channel. She
rates a “green card” for a fine GCA
performance! Skipper of the newly-
recommissioned CVE is Capt. W. E
Raborn,

RADM. RICHARD F. WHITEHEAD, Commander
Fleet Air Wings, Atlantic Fleet. checks chart
with pilot Fleer

during  recent exercise
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Speedy Trip Via The SNJ
Pilots Make 450 Miles in Two Hours

NAS MeMpHIS—Two pilots from
this station report a 450-mile flight
from Dallas to Memphis in 2 hours and
[2 minutes—in an SN]J!

Flying ar 6,000 feer berween Texar-
kana and Pine Bluff their ground speed
averaged 260 mph. The disbelieving air-
plane drivers rechecked their naviga
tion. It was correct but a tail wind of
[ 10 mph helped a litcle. The pilots were
glad they were going east instead of
west on that particular day.

Compass Trainer Is Simple
Radio Direction Finding Is Made Easy

NAS Corpus CHRISTI—One of the
most difficule things for student inscru-
ment pilots to grasp is the ADF-MDF
procedure. Many devices have been
made in an attempr to show a student
the relationship between his magnetic
compass, radio compass, plane and sta-
tion, but the majority were limited to a
single phase of the operation.

Le. D. A. Leslie, operational flight
training officer here, has developed a
radio  direction-finding demonstrator
which incorporates every phase of the
complex operation. With this device, a
student actually can see what his instru-
ments will read and what that reading
will mean to the relationship berween
the plane and the station.

The device uses a magnetic compass
and a relative bearing circle mounted
on a miniature airplane to give a constant

- RES
-~

LT, IleS;I.IE WITH DIRECTION FINDING DEVICE
indication of the aircraft heading and
the relative bearing of the radio station
in relation to the aircraft ar all times.
It also has a field model and approach
path on a movable disc which can be
totalled through 360° of azimuth to
portray any desired approach plan. A
third feature is a QDM (inbound bear-
ing) marker painted on a movable disc
which also can be moved through 360°
of azimuth.

The present model is 36” square and
can be used for classroom or preflight
instructional work for as many as 10
students at one time. It can be made at
low cost by any O&R department.
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'G' PACKS WICKED WALLOP!

N{_)'l' LONG ago the Hight surgeon at-
rached to the Staff of the Chief of
Naval Operations was reading an air-
craft accident report which was being
routed from desk to desk in the Navy
Deparrment.

Half way cthrough the report, he
looked up and said, "I wish that every
pilot in the Navy had to read this re-
port from start to finish. Just look ar
these pictures.”

The pictures were grim. All the shots
were taken in a residential area nor far
from the heart of Los Angeles. In the
background of each picture there were
houses and crowds of spectators—in the
toreground some portion of an FJ-1
which had literally been pulled to pieces
in the air. The wreckage was scattered
over an area of several city blocks, but
fortunately most of the larger pieces
landed in the streets rather than going
through roof tops of nearby houses.

The pilot of the FJ-1 was a LT]G in
the Organized Reserve with a total of
895 hours of flight time, of which only
4 hours were in jet type aircraft.

From statements of witnesses and
from a careful examination of the wide-
spread wreckage, the Aircraft Accident
Board was able to construct the follow-
ing analysis:

At an estimated air speed of 490-550
knots, at or near full power, the pilot
started a recovery from a shallow glide.
In the course of this recovery and while
at abour 3500 feetr, the aircraft was
subjected to a "G" load in excess of the
prescribed limir. The right wing failed
at the wing root fictings tearing upward
and free of the fuselage, and falling in
three sections. Immediately thereafter
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the tail section tore loose, carrying away
the after part of the fuselage.

An immediate side load was exerted
on the canopy tearing it loose and shat-
tering the canopy glass. A section of the
top of the fuselage including the power
canopy actuating cylinder also tore free.

The pilot's helmer and oxygen mask
were torn off with sufficient force to
break the straps which held the mask
to the helmer. Shredded parts of the rear
section of the fuselage fell free.

The sequence of events to this point
was an almost instantaneous chain re-
action of disintegration.

Fuel cells or lines were ruptured, and
the fuel was ignited by some portion of
the electrical system, resulting in a vio-
lent explosion to the remainder of the
aircraft.

The pilot's body was found about
twenty feer forward of the nose section
debris and was not burned. The para-
chute was still buckled on the body,
with the parachute canopy streamed and
burned. The risers were still in the para-
chute case and were unburned: the rip
cord handle was only slightly displaced.
The safety belt was open, but intact,
with the lefr side almost burned through,

y Srand

She G*S

3
YES, BUT NOT AT 550 KNOTS!

Both shoulder straps were partially
shredded along the front, and had torn
free just behind the pilot's shoulders.

The accident board was of the opin-
ion that the pilot was knocked our or
dazed when the canopy was torn off and
therefore could make no efforc to bail
ourt.

Were this an isolated instance, there
would be little point in publishing the
fatal results, but such is not the case. In
the past two years there have been a
dozen similar accidents involving the
FRF-2, FJ-1, FiU-5, AM-1, AD-2, F2H-I,
FrF-5, and even an SN J-5.

This accident is unique only in that
the maneuvers which preceded the crash
did not appear to be exceptionally vio-
lent. The pilot probably did not feel that
he was exerting too much pressure as he
started to pull out of his glide, and cer-
tainly had no reason to worry abour hav-
ing sufhicient altitude for an easy recov-
ery. The thing that he apparently failed
to consider was his speed. He was at or
beyond the permissible speed limit for
the plane before he started his recovery.

It's worth remembering that most
accidents involving structural disintegra-
tion occur at low altitudes where the
increased density of the air permits easy
attainment of high stress loads. The
pilots are seldom available for state-
ments or interviews by the Accident
Board.

If YOU fly a high performance air-
crafr, and pardcularly if you are gerting
ready to engage in dive bombing, straf-
ing, or rocket firing, it will pay you to
brush up on the stress and speed limits
for your particular plane as outlined in
the Pilot’s Handbook and in the ap-
propriate BUAER Technical Order.
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MARINE TRANSPORTS BUSY

MCAS CHERRY POINT—"Anything!
Anywhere! Anytime!” might be a fitcting
motto for VMF-252 and 153, couple of
busy transport squadrons based here.

One of their recent jobs was to trans-
port a damaged FoF from Nassau, Ba-
hama islands, to O&R in Norfolk. 1L.Col
G. W. Nevils of vMR-252 picked up the
disassembled airplane in a R:Q.

Shortdly afrerward a patrol squadron
at Trinidad wanted a refueling truck.
A bucker brigade was the only way to
refuel its planes, and wich patrol planes,
that ain't easy.

Surface craft seemed the only logical
way to transport the bulky fuel truck.
But vMR-232 was called in to do the job.
Pre-loading figuring determined two
Packets would be necessary to deliver
the huge truck and all of its accessories,
S0 VMR-153 was called in.

LCol. Nevils and Maj. R. L. Conrad
flew to Norfolk, Conrad in an RsC,
Stripped of tires and accessories, the
2,000-gallon truck was loaded aboard
the Packer. The Commandp carried the
rest. Three days and 1515 flying hours
later the truck was delivered to Trinidad.

The next morning the rwo transports
winged westward from the land of the
Calypso, where incidentally, a scotch and
soda cost only 17¢. After refueling in
Panama, Guatamala was the next rendez-
vous point. Thanks to good visibility,
the crews gor good views of many vol-
canoes and lava fields en route.

A couple of days later they flew to
scenic Mexico City. As they approached
the city, crews were awestruck by the
scenic beauty. Siruared 7,347 feer above
sea level, the city is surrounded by
snow-capped peaks 18,000 feet high. In

THIS SKYRAIDER & Air Power Day at the Los Angeles International Airport might well be

the city itself, the Marines were sur-
prised to find the American dollar went
a long way. A first-class hotel room cost
$2.50.

QUICK, JOE, WHAT'S THE SIGNAL FOR 'SPREAD
WINGS*?

Speedy Cargo Plane Slated
Convair R3Y Will Have 350 Mph Speecd

The Navy is procuring six pressurized
cargo versions of the high speed patrol
seaplane, the Xpsy-1, and will call the
new plane the R3y,

Since it is powered by four Allison
T-40 gas turbine (jet) engines, the R3Y
will be pressurized so thar it can take
advantage of the jet's bewer economy
at higher altitudes. 1t will fly better than
350 mph and has a gross weight of 80
rons. First deliveries are expected in
1952,

The cargo version will look the same
as the patrol plane, which has a length-
beam ratio almost double that of pre-
vious conventional flying boats. Con-
solidated Vultee has been building fly-
ing boats for the Navy for some time,
turning out 3,000 pBY's and nearly 250
PB2Y Coronados during the war.

said to be well armed. packing a load of 12 HVAR rockets. two 11.75" Tiny Tims and «

built-in prxie

ir the person of Virginra Martin, Miss Atrport Day bostess, probably the

only living buman to go for a vide on a Tiny Tim. The Navy F3D also was in the air show.
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Jet Wing Folds at 510 mph

British Test Pilot Lands Plane at 230

Navy jer pilots will be interested in
the experience of a British test pilot
who had one of his wings fold while
he was doing 510 mph in a jet Attacker
at 800 feer aleirude—and landed it
safely.

The test pilot for Vickers-Armstrong
Led, was testing che first production
Attacker, a number of which had been
ordered by the Royal Navy. Making a
fast run across the airfield he heard a
bang. Looking to his right he saw the
outer section of the folding wing, a
piece 3" 8” in span, had folded in the
air and was standing vertical.

Aileron control was gone because
when the Attacker wings are folded the
ailerons lock in neutral. By using his
rudder he kept the plane level and con-
trolled it directionally to a limited ex-
tent. He made a wide circuit and began
his final run in at 265 mph.

He touched down ar 230, twice the
normal landing speed of the Aracker.
By juggling the brakes and elevator he
kept the plane on the ground and
finally stopped only 10 yards short of
the end of the 5400-foot runway. Only
damage was a burst tire.

The pilot, Leslie Robert Colquhoun
war awarded the George Medal for this
feat, one of the highest in Britain,
given only to civilians,

Jet Fighter Tows Targets

VF-171 Claims ‘First’ Jet Tow Plane

VF-171, ATLANTIC—A “first” in jet
operations was racked up by this squad-
ron when it launched an F2H-2 from the
CVB Coral Sea with a tow target.

Although he carried a full combat load
of ammunition and fuel, the pilor re-
ported no difficulties from the catapult-
ing. It is believed this was the first time
a carrier-based jer has been used as a
tow plane.

A fast tow airplane capable of taking
a tow from a carrier deck rto high alti-
tudes at respectable speeds is necessary
for training jet pilots in gunnery. Chief
Aviation Ordnanceman R. C. Clark de-
veloped the new tow release mechanism
that enables the Banshee to ace as a tow
plane,

Simple in its operation, the tow re-
lease mechanism used on the FiU-5 was
put on the tail hook of the F2H-2. The
tow line was secured to a pin extending
from the fuselage. The pin was fitted
inside the tow release mechanism when
the tail hook is in the "up” position.
When the pilor desires ro release his
tow he merely drops his rail hook.

Ic is felt that this new training aid
will contribute immensely to pilot gun-
nery proficiency during extended cruises.
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FIVE P4M'S OF VP-21 BANK GENTLY OVER THE SOUTHERN MARYLAND COUNRYSIDE; CREW OF NINE OPERATES EA

e

CH PLANE ON VARIED MISSIONS

P4M's JOIN VP-21 SQUADRON

ARTIN PiM-1 Mercators, the Navy's newest operational
patrol planes, are now flying in Patrol Squadron 21,
based at the Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Md.
In size, the PiM is in the class next above the Pav Neprune.
[ts power plant setup is unique. It appears to be a twin
engined plane bur in reality has four of them—two R-4300
reciprocating engines and two J-33 jet engines.

Takeoff is usually made with all four engines, bur the
two Wasp Majors can do the job alone easily. In emergency
one of them can complete a wkeoff. Long range cruise at
low altitudes is done wich the R-4300's alone, while all four
are turned on for high speed photo runs at 30,000 feert

Armament can be varied according to the mission. The
bomb bay can carry 12,000 pounds of mines, bombs, rockets
or droppable gas ttanks. Crew comfore is aided by sound-
proofing. Wing span 1s 114 feet; length 86 feer 215 inches.
Number of crewmen on most missions is nine.

P4M HAS TRICYCLE LANDING GEAR, MUCH ELECTRONIC, RADIO EQUIPMENT HOFFMAN, RUSSELL, HELFER, HANTGAN, JAMES, ERIDGEMAN, CHECK GEAR
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WHAT APPEARS TO BE A MAD SCRAMBLE IN PLACING F2H-2N

BANSHEE IN CATAPULT GEAR

Restricted

IS FAST TEAMWORK BY HIGHLY TRAINED CREW MEMBERS

THESE MEN KEEP "EM IN THE AIR

F()R EVERY pilot and plane aboard an aircrafe carrier there
are a dozen men who, doing their assigned tasks, help
make operations click with precision. For instance, all cata-
pult and arresting gear jobs are held down by Aviarion Boat-
swiin's Martes and strikers for thar rare. Both aviation and

AEROGRAPHER'S MATES are highly rrained; here V. L. Zirpoli, AGs,
and M. B. Chandler, AG1, prepare to make sounding of upper air.

20

general service ratings blend into a smooth combination to
make seagoing air stations efficient fighting units, Pictured
here are a few who perform their tasks aboard the bartle
carrier USS. Franklin D. Ruoosevelt. With an air group
aboard, this type ship is home and work for abour 2,800 men.

AS A PLANE CAPTAIN, T. E. Lushby, ADAN, is justly pmud. of his
FoF-2 Panther jet which he keeps in top shape for Pilor Eelis.
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BASHFUL ONLY for the camera are deck crewmen McLure, AA, KEY MEN for Landing Signal Officer are Ward, AD1, hook and gear

Scramlin, AN, Stine, AN, and Modzelewski, AN; all in v-1 division. spotter, Crouse, AN, LSO talker and Brink, AN, clear deck sporter.

HOT PAPA fire rescue man is R. W. Warren,  AIR OFFICER Cdr. Jackson (r.) has Hamil, IN BOWELS of ship catapult is operated by

AN; Medic for first aid is Miwhell, HMC. SN, as rtalker: LCdr. Christensen assists,  McLemore, AB2; talker is N. L. McLain, AN.

— o g

L

THOSE FAST moving plane pushers work in teams like that above;
I. Zelum, ABz is noted as quarterback—no lageards in his team,

MAINTENAMCE MEN of VC-+ work on starter circuit of FiH-2N; R, |
Lang, AE3, W. ]. Bowen, AEC and C. B. Noel, api, plane caprain

21
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eserves Help On Home Front
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Master, Carrion (rear)
ESIDES racking up a record for avail-
ability on the active-duty-with-the-

Fleer front, Naval Air Reserves wound

up 1950 in a flurry of activity on the

home front, putting out blazes, rescuing
flood victims and otherwise doing their
usual job of aiding in local emergencies.

At NAS WiLLOw GROVE, six Reserv-
ists, led by Lt. David Ascher, evacuated
several families marooned in the Ne-
shaminy Creek area by a fierce storm.

Swirling, debris-laden waters and
swift currents made handling their two
seven-man rafts hazardous at best. In one
case it was impossible to row up to a
home already flooded with three feer of
water, so the men managed to cast a
rope to the house. Then, holding onto
the line and wading through water up
to their chests, they towed the rafrs be-
hind them. After reaching the dwelling,
they loaded the evacuees into boats and
towed them back to dry land.

Not satisfied with rescuing the seven
members of this family, the Reserves
then struggled through the water to
other buildings in the area to make sure
that all residents had been taken out,

Willow Groveires who volunteered
for this job in response to a request for
boats and equipment from the local
fire department were: J. W. Davis ADC,
J. J. Horan aApc, J. P. Hatron Ap2, E.
McCrea apz, E. McGovern aps, V. Di-
Blasio AN and R. Erwin AFZ

Out in Denver, 40 Navy and Marine
Reservists immediately volunteered to
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BACK ON ACTIVE dury—VP-6061'ers Burger, Potter, Koenigsberg, Seward,
Muessen, Bowen, Temple,

&

e et S
Lepper, Myers,
Welch, Forman (front) plor course

help when the naval air station received
a call for men to combar a forest fire
raging in the nearby mountains.

It took them nearly two hours to
reach the foot of the mountains by bus.
Then they had to make a stiff two-hour
climb on foor up the mountainside in
inky darkness. Upon reaching the top,
they found the area well lighted by
burning tree trunks lefc in the main
wake of the fire. And nearby they could
see raging flames where the fire was at
irs height.

Shouldering their axes, shovels and
fire extinguishers they went to work to
clear their assigned section of any blazes.
By midnight they had the situation un-
der control, bur constant patrolling was
necessary to extinguish small fires which
continued to flare up. It was so cold
that they had w light bonfires to keep
warm and had to work on half hour
shifts. Nevertheless, they kept steadily
at the job unril 0730 the next morning
when another group took over. Some 20
hours after they started off, ar 1230 to
be exact, they arrived back ar the station.
black-faced and red-eyed from loss of
sleep but ready to start out again if they
were needed later,

Reservists from NAF SALEM, Oregon
and from NAS NIAGARA FALLs also
helped fight local fires. At Salem six
men managed to save a rural dwelling
which was on fire when they arrived,
making full use of the station’s 2.000-
gallon tanker which they brought along.

At Niagara Falls, when a fire broke

out on a nearby farm, a crew from the
naval air station rushed their fire fight-
ing equipment to the scene and were
able to prevent the fire from spreading.
Their efforts were acclaimed by press
and radio as an outstanding example of
NAS inregration with the community.

OMMUNITY relations were boosted

in Florida, when NARTU JAck-
SONVILLE offered its hangar as a tem-
porary haven to a fixed base operator
who had lost his hangars and six private
aircrafe in the first Octobzr hurricane
Smog conditions made it impossible for
him to fly our his remaining planes be-
fore the second big blow, but he was
able to get them safely to the NARTU
hangars 15 miles away, where Reserve
stationkeepers helped store them.

[nterservice cooperation shared the
picture with community assistance. Here
a story from NAS DALLAS furnishes a
typical example.

At 2240 one night, Bobby R. Um-
phress AL2, dur_v LOWEr operator, inter-
cepted a distress call over the radio from
an AT-6 pilot who was lost and low on
fuel. Umphress immediately switched
on the VHF DF gear and asked the
pilot to steer a course of 300 degrees,
which he did. During the next eight
minutes, Umphress kepr in touch with
the plane and finally brought it safely
in at Hensley Field with only five min-
utes of fuel remaining in the ranks.

Marines showed the same spirit of
helpfulness. At NAS OLATHE, members
of the Marine Air Detachment recently
volunteered 100% to repay 36 pints of
blood to a hospital blood-bank. The
blood had been taken to save the life
of the mother of a fellow Marine, T /Sgt.
Paul Emil Miester, Jr.. who had met
his death last Seprember in Korea while
serving with a bomb-disposal unit.

These, of course, are only a few of
many instances where Naval and Marine
Air Reserves have aided in local emer-
gencies, bur they indicate that Reserves
are ready to do a job for the community
as well as against the enemy.

Instrument Flying Stepped Up

To insure the highest degree of com-
bat-readiness in case of their recall to
active duty, Naval Air Reserve squad-
rons throughout the country have
stepped up their inscrument and nighe
flying training. In the first three months
of fiscal 1951, they flew no less than
33.911.6 instrument hours.

Take vF-u38(AW) at NAS WiLLOW
GROVE as a typical example. Flights
under acrual [FR conditions are con-
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J. LEONARD of Special Devices warches Clague and Miller operarte
one of the seven F8P-1 trainers now in use at Reserve stations

ducted regularly wich eight sections be-
ing launched on 1FR flight plans during
a typical month, Landings under GCA
control have been made at all-weather
air stations. Night intercepts, utilizing
GCI and GCA o permit the sumulrane-
ous conduct of three problems, continue
with increasingly better results. As of
I November, four divisions held stand-
ard instrument ratings.

Nighr stacks command top priority at
NAS DaALLAS. Nine fighter pilots in
vE-706 recently pulled a successful one
in their single-engine planes. Hensley
tower, acting as approach control, desig-
nated the holding point and controlled
the descent of all the Corrairs until they
reached the 2000’ level. Then GCA took
over and controlled the two planes in
the approach pattern making low ap-
proaches. The average time was three
minutes per plane.

VP-701 of Dallas also had a good
workout conducting a night stack con-
trolled by Dallas approach control. The
pV's alternated their approaches berween
a fan marker approach to the municipal

of AVUA-3

GREENFIELD conningent
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Volunteer pilots Morell,
Hanley, Greene, Strange and Viealis drive

"

field and a GCA approach ro Hensley.

The intensive instrument training
program underway at NAS OLATHE is
keeping all departments on their toes.
Aircraft maintenance is busy readying
more planes for instrument flying; the
Link section is getring a larger percent
of Link urilizarion each weekend; and
the operations department is handling
more takeoffs and landings.

Olathe Honors Sixteen Aviators

The officers and men of the NAS
OLATHE took the ninth anniversary of
Pearl Harbor Day as the occasion to per-
petuate the memories of Naval and
Marine pilots from the Midwest by re-
naming the station streets in their honor.

Kansas Governor Frank L. Hagaman
delivered the principal speech, after an
invocation by Bishop Edwin V. O'Hara
of the diocese of Kansas City.

Sixteen naval aviators, killed in che
service of their country, were the hon-
orees—beginning  with Commodore
Dixie Kiefer, former commanding of-
ficer of the naval air station, and coming

FOREST FIRE in the
35 miles to drill

NAS WILLOW Grove's Davis, Harton, Mac Crea and a civilian helper
assist one member of the marooned family into the rescue life raft

down to Ensign Tommy Lee Burgess,
who is presumed dead as the result of
the Balric incident earlier this year when
his unarmed Navy plane was shot down
by the Russians.

Included in the group were Cdr. Wil-
liam Bowen Ault, LCdr. Lilburn Adkin
Edmonston, LCdr. Frederick Charles
Torhill, Le. Kelly Curris Sandy, Lt. (jg)
Thomas Tade Simpson, Lt. (jg) Bren-
gle W. Starmer, Jr., Lt. (jg) Frederick
C. Evans, Lt. (jg) Walter Douglas Bish-
op, Ist Lt. Otto Anthony Mictelstade,
Ist L. James W. Robbins, Ens. Don
Willard Roberds, Ens. William R. Bell,
Ens. Samuel Donald Coulter and Ens.
James Gerald Renfrow.

Families of 13 of the honorees were
present as well as representatives of both
Kansas and Missouri departments of the
American Legion and VFW,

The ceremony was followed by an
aerial salute performed by planes of the
base. Later each family, escorted by a
station officer, visited the street named
after their son or husband, where their
picture was taken for the record.

Rockies—NAS Denver's E. Greenwood took
this picture from an SNJ shortly before the S08 was received
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THE EARTH GIVES WARNING

Boep

STABLISHMENT of microseismic sta-
E tions at Jacksonville and Cherry
Point recently is part of an experimental
program set up some years ago w hereby
hurricanes, once the sudden foe of ships
and coastal areas, lose some of their
dangerous quality of surprise. The weath-
er specialists of the Navy, the Air Force,
and the Weather Bureau have for many
years been able to track tropical storms
from the air. The Navy has also estab-
lished a landbased system of detection
in an attempt to trace a storm from less
hazardous vantage points,

The chief advantage of the micro-
seismic method is that it indicates a
storm is rising when there may be no
ship or aircraft travelling through the
disturbed area. The earth gives its warn-
ing when there is no other immediate
reporter.

Until sensitive instruments were de-
veloped which would record tropical
storms, the knowledge of the existence
of a storm depended on the chance that
some one passed through it. It was not
long ago that it was generally thought
that there were no more than a half
dozen typhoons in the Pacific annually.
Then with the tremendous nerwork of
ships thar World War Il provided, i
was discovered that some two dozen
storms occurred each year. Until then
there had simply been no observers of
most of these tropical storms as they
went through their cyclic rage in the far
reaches of the Pacific. The use of seismo-
graphs gives us knowledge of storms that
we might otherwise never know existed

It was back in 1943 that the Navy
determined to try the microseismic ap-
proach to hurricane rracking. Seismo-
graphs had long been used to detect
earthquakes and derermine their locu-

24

REYNAUD AND KITCHEN MAKE FINAL ADJUSTMENT ON JAX EQUIPMENT

tion. Bur even when there was no earth-
quake, small earth tremors—microseisms
is a harder word for the same phenom-
ena—were continuously recorded. Often
these microseisms increased in size, yet
the increase was not large enough to
indicate an earthquake. Perhaps these
tremors indicated a tropical storm. In
order to determine whether this was true
and inaugurate another system of spot-
ting tropical storms early, the Microseis-
mic Research Projects was established
in January 1944.

Various locations for microseismic
equipment were tried, of which some
proved unsuitable, but by 1950 there
were a toral of 11 stacions in the Pacific
and western Atlantic. Single horizontal
component seismographs are located ar
NAS RoosevELT Roans, NOB GUAN-
TANAMO BAY, and Truk. Tri-partite sta-
rions are located ar NAS BERMUDA,
Navy Hurricane Weather Central, Mi-

KITCHEN SHOWS HOW TO FIX MIAMI RECORDER

CAPT. DAY AND MR. ANDERSON, METEOROLOGIST, INSPECT SEISMOGRAFPH

ami; U. §. Weather Bureau, Swan
Island; NAAS WHITING FIELD; MCAS
CHERRY POINT; NAS JACKSONVILLE,
FWC GuaM; and Koror.

AT TRI-PARTITE stations, the instru-
ments consist of three highly sensi-
tive seismographs which are sealed t
withstand moisture and placed on con-
crete foundations 2500 feer apart. Since
the three seismographs are separated, a
disturbance reaches each of them at a
different time. These differences in time
—only a split second—yield data from
which a bearing may be found. These
data are then sent to the designated
weather central where, in the light of
similar reports from other stations, they
are used in an attempt o 'fix” the storm,

Only the rtri-partite station can give
any indication of bearing dara. In 1948
there were only two such stations, but in
1949 practically all the stations were
operating the triple system.

Bur single stations also have their use.
Any sudden increase in microseismic in-
tensity may indicate the presence of a
tropical storm. Then on the basis of
experience in and knowledge of the par-
ticular area, it is sometimes possible to
determine the location of the storm from
the rate at which the intensity changes.

No sooner had the Microseismic Re-
search Project been established than it
began to show promise. The first micro-
seismic station, established in Cuba in
1944, detected the existence of tropical
storms more than 500 miles away. Two
days before the Ocrober storm was dis-
covered and before it gained full hurri-
cane force, the microseisms doubled in
size and later reached a high of more
than 40 mm. As the storm approached
and passed over the western end of Cuba,
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the microseisms fell sharply to 27 mm,
and then increased slightly when the
storm was over water between Cuba and
Florida. However, by the time the storm
reached Jacksonville, it had lost part of
its force, and the microseisms ar Guan-
tanamo were almost normal again. The
seismograph had apparently indicated
changes in storm intensity, the distance
of the storm from the microseismic sta-
tion, and the surface over which the
storm was travelling.

IN THE Pacific, the microseismic meth-
od has likewise been used. A typhoon
passing south of Manila caused a micro-
seismic "storm” thar increased from 9
to 65 mm. at that station with a smaller
increase acr Okinawa over a three day
period. At a later date, when the storm
was at least 600 miles from Okinawa
and Manila and abour 900 miles from
Guam, it was severe enough to cause
microseisms larger than 100 mm. ac all
three stations.

The effective operating range of the
stations varies greatly. It depends chiefly
upon the barriers berween the storm area
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LIGHT SOURCES FOR RECORDING TRACES IS CHECKED AGAIN BY REYNAUD

A 'TRACE' RECORDS NORMAL EARTH TREMORS ON PHOTOGRAPHIC

and the station. A few stations such as
Guam and Manila have ranges exceed-
ing 1.000 miles. A station may have a
long range in one direction, a short range
in another.

The ranges are greater in the Pacific
than in the Caribbean where there is
apparently some microseismic barrier.
This area has a very complex geological
structure.

Dramaric as the progress in microseis-
mic research is, weather reconnaissance
pilots are not likely to be retired to
armchair status, displaced by the sensi-
tive "ear” of the seismograph. Even when
some of the problems are solved, the
eyewitness will sull be needed.

Here are some of the problems still to
be solved. There is no accepred explana-
tion of how or where the microseisms
are generated. Weather analysts cannor,
therefore, be sure of just what they are
getting a bearing on. What part of the
storm are they seeing on the seismo-
graph?

Then any picture of the storm may be
masked by other microseismic disturb-
ances. The seismograph, in effect, suffers

PAPER

ADJUSTMENT IS5 BEING MADE T.O GhLUANOEIER IN RECORDING VAULT

from jamming and the record is blurred.
Clearcur interpretation under these cir-
cumstances is sometimes impossible.

Another problem arises from the fact
that microseisms are transmitted through
the earth, and major geological faults
may act as barriers to transmission.
This means that the effective operating
range of stations varies greatly.

APPM{EN'['I,Y the microseismic dis-
turbance is produced only by some
effece of the storm on water. Once the
storm passes over land or shallow water,
the microseisms fall off. This gives a
false picture if the storm over land is
increasing in tempo and force.

But even with these limitations, the
advantage of having a system that may
detect a storm early in its cycle is tre-
mendous. Even if the technique is per-
fected so that it is possible to have ac-
curate information concerning the posi-
tion, course and 1ntensity of the storm,
early warning will still be the outstand-
ing advantage of the microseismic meth-
od over other methods of detection.

DAMPING MECHANISM ON SEISMOMETER IS ADJUSTED BY LT. (JG) ROUSH
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New British Aircraft Carrier

ARK ROYAL AFTER LAUNCHING

Ed. Note: The newest British aircraft
carrier, the Ark Royal, recently was
launched by Her Majesty the Queen, with
the Eagle to be in service next year. The
following excerpts describing the Ark
Royal class from the School of Naval War-
fare News, published by the Royal Navy,
will be of interest to L. S. naval pilots,

The Ark Royal class, according to Janes
Fighting Ships, is 803 feet long, compared
1o 888 for our Essex-class. It displaces
36,800 tons, to 33,000 for the Essex. Ex-
treme width is 135 feet, compared to 147,

THL‘ FIRST rhing the flyer will note
on arriving on board is the vase size
of her flight deck compared to any he's
landed on before. It is almost straight
sided, no cur aways for guns or direc-
tors but narrowing slightly at bow and
stern. Nothing like as much as the older
ships but the sides are not dead straighr.
That would mean large over-hangs for-
ward and aft, a weakness in any ship
and there is no weakness abour the
Eagle.

There are no obstructions on deck
to hinder ranging aircraft, and there are
walkways along the sides so that men
who have to ger at aircraft afc in a
range can go there in safety.

The flyer will not see the arresting
wires till he's just arriving and then
he'll ger confidence because there are
16 of them. Before them are six barriers.
not all ro be used ar once but spaced
out in pairs so that different types of
barriers for rwin-engined, jet and single
piston-engined aircrafc can be made
quickly available if there is a mixed
air group.

Up forward are the two flush-fitting
catapults with their press button operat-
ing positions rising out of the deck
amidships. The catapults are equipped
with roller positioners, forward rension-
ing, automatic hold back engagement
and all the latest devices to make it easy
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to achieve the high rate of launching
we've all been striving for, for so long

What about the lifts? (elevators) No
side lifts. The problem of fitting a side
lifr to an armoured box carrier had not
been solved in time for Eagle, mores
the pity. But the two centre line lifts
are notable all the same, particularly the
forward one which will ke two folded
fighters at once with ease. They do up
and down faster than any of our previous
lifts and don't sag when an aircraft,
cven i hf_’li\"y 0One, I.iIIL{S Qr runs onto
them.

And so down to the hangars. There
are two of them, higher than in the
old fleer carriers. The lower hangar is
unfortunately slightly obstructed on the
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starboard side by the bottom of the
funnel uprakes, bur the smoke has got
to leave the boilers somehow.

One of the hangars has a forward
extension so that one or two atrcraft
can be repaired without interfering with
ranging the rest. Hangar equipment
in general shows the stead improvement
that has been going on for years. One
big advance is in petrol supply. Hoses
are stowed on reels, there are special
micronic filters and the rate of fueling
is much faster than ever before. This
latter has meant much larger perrol
mains and more powerful pumps.

The armorers will have to look smart
on this ship if they hope to rearm the
fighters before refuelling is finished.
There are, of course, more main petrol
pipes in the hangars than usual as jet
fuel has ro be catered for as well as
petrol.

The ship is designed to operate air-
craft up to 30,000 pounds weight, land-
ing and taking off at up to 105 knots air
speed in no natural wind conditions.

Sighting Flying Discs Again?

USS GARDINERS BAY—While steam-
ing up the channel from Inchon, Korea,
two mysterious missiles trailing long
white smoke trails in the sky struck the
water at great speed off the ship's port
bow.

Two huge columns of warer rose to
about 100 feer in height at the point of
contact. No aircrafr could be sighted by
radar or visually overhead although the
ceiling was unlimited. Identification of
the missiles remains a grear mystery.

WEARING DRESS hluer tn the combat zone is not espectally wniform of the day, but VE-53

taok time owt from figbting the

Korean war to bave iy

preture taken. After it got tnto

the [ray on 3 July, the 16 pilots flew 690 strike missions, drvopped 238 tons of bombs,

fired 2481 5"

rockets and 195,250 rounds of 20 mm cannon shells. Front row, left to right:

Lt (jg) C. B. Darrow, Lt, €. E, Smith, Ens., E. L, Franz, LCdr. ]. M. Murphy, exec.; LCdr.

W. R. Pintman, C.O.; Ens, A: ], Frainier, Ens. . Abbornt, Lt. (jg) E

H. Albright. Back

row: Eng. H. C. Kublman, Ens. R. W. Robinson, Ens. E. V. Laney, Lt. (j2) R. E. Downs, Lt
A, A. Smirh, Holding squadran insignta are W. P, Hagkin, AM3, and P. F. Hastings, AD3.

Restricted



N S a——

Restricted

GOING, GOING, GONE-NO SCRATCH

§ Ens. WiLLiaM F. RAu made a

pass at the USS Leyte after return-
ing from a strike mission over Korea
he got a waveoff from the LSO. As he
jammed the throttle forward, nothing
happened.

"I had to pull off to the left and then
the right.” he said. “There was nothing
left to do bur crash in the sea.”

In this series of photographs he is
shown pulling to the right, then heading
down into rthe water in a spectacular
mountain of spray.

Immediately the guard helicopter
headed for the spot as the ship made
an emergency turn to port. Pinwheel
pilot Lt. Al Monahan picked Rau out of
the ocean and had him back aboard in
a tol of four minutes. Rau had plenty
of time to crawl out on the wing. For
all his experience all he gor was wer
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ADMIRAL STARK AWARDED MEDALS AT A SPECIAL CEREMONY IN LONDON
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MUCKENTHALER AND KRSE PLAY INSTRUMENTS; OTHERS, AEY DEUCEY
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LIBERATORS OVER BISCAY

Tm: BEGINNING of Bombing Squad-
ron 105 was definitely not a study
in slow motion. Commissioned 15 March
1943 ar San Diego, California, the squad-
ron less than seven weeks later was on
escort duty and anti-submarine partrols
in the Atlantic. Under the command of
LCdr. W. T. Easton, VB-103 flew its Lib-
erators from Argentia, Newfoundland,
for the next three months to complete
268 missions and over 2,000 hours of
flying rime.

Infortunately—this word is used by
the squadron’s own historian to de-
scribe a situation which, while it was
a tribute to Allied air-seapower, was un-
der the circumstances frustrating to
bombing warriors—the U-boats had
moved out of the area, and only one
attack was made by Lt (jz) Sranley
Thueson.

This fight on 12 August berween the
pB4y-1 and the U-boar lasted for more
than 20 minutes. At that point, the U-
boar submerged and a second attack was
made, Cominch later assessing it as
"probably slightly damaged.”

On 15 August, VB-103's trans-Atlantic
career was extended when its 13 air-
(.'J'afr—dcspiu: the fateful number, every
Liberator made a happy landing—ser
out for St. Eval in Cornwall, England.
Upon arrival, LCdr. G. W. von Bracht
became the skipper. For the next 22
months, VB-103 pilots and crews were
to work with the Coastal Command,
chiefly in the Bay of Biscay, thereby
winning the Navy Unit Citation.

From 30 August to 24 September,
they operated from St. Eval, and the in-
itiation was rugged. On 2 Seprember,
Le. K. W. Wickstrom's plane failed to
return, and on the 4th, Le. Jim Alex-
ander had ro ditch his flaming plane
after a fight with six Ju-s&'s. But before
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he ditched, Alexander's gunners shot
down one enemy plane and damaged
two others. The crew took to the life
raft and reached land 36 hours later.

JU-88's were out in strong forma-
tions over the Bay of Biscay to protect
the U-boats which were based at French
ports to conduct their deadly prowls.
On 18 Seprember L. (jg) W. B, Krause
was arracked by eight JU-88's and came
through a 15-minute scrap unscathed
after he had damaged three of them.

Toward the end of Seprember, the
squadron moved to the RAF station at
Dunkeswell, Devon, later to become a
Naval Air Facility, and continued the
Biscay beat.

On 10 November, Lt (jg) K. L
Wright straddled a U-boat with five
depth charges. The U-boat hit back with
flak, but chis did not halt Wright's
drive. He strafed the sub until ir sectled
by the stern and trailed oil. Three other
aircraft completed the kill, for which
Wright's crew was allotted 40% of
the credir.

Another barttle berween a U-boat and
a Liberator is shrouded in the dark night
of 12 November. After Lt. (jg) Ralph
Brownell gave a flash report of contact,
no more was heard, Two oil slicks five
miles apart—one large, one small—dis-
covered the next day suggested the
course of batte. It was presumed that
Brownell attacked and sank the sub-
marine just as he and his crew were
shot down. British Intelligence listed the
U-boat as "probably sunk.”

The last week in December was an all-
out efforr against enemy surface ships
in which VB-103, VB-105 and VB-110 par-
ticipated. An enemy blockade runner
escorted by eight destroyers and three
minesweepers was spotted on the 24th.

By attacking and shadowing, the

Coastal Command forces continued to
harass the enemy convoy, directing sur-
face forces to the attack. As a result of
combined operations, one valuable
enemy blockade runners and three de-
stroyers were destroyed on 27-28 De-
cember. British surface forces reported
that their success was due to the consis-
tent accuracy of the positions given.

On 20 January 1944, Lr. C. F. Willis
ran into a hail of flak from what proved
to be a British vessel that was anything
but friendly. Willis" warm reception
put his No. 2 engine and the hydraulic
system out of commission. The crew
members aft were knocked out by the
gas fumes and had to be carried for-
ward. Unable to find a lighted airfield on
nearby Ireland, Willis went on to Wales
and landed at St. Davids. One wheel
was lowered by manual crank, but the
other couldn’t be budged. Willis man-
aged a perfect one-wheel landing to
bring his Liberator safely in.

EIGHT DAYS later Lt, G. A, Enloe at-
tacked a surfaced U-boat, dropping
six depth charges which stradled the
submarine. It settled by the stern and
disappeared from sight a few minutes
later. The conservarive assessment was
“probably sunk.”

February signalled the re-appearance
of Ju-sg's in the Bay of Biscay. On the
l4th, Lt. (jg) Wright, patrolling above
the cloud base, was suddenly attacked
by two German aircraft. The leader of
the enemy planes was damaged, and the
PB4Y-1, hit again and again, had one of
its engines knocked our. The pilot
escaped into cloud cover and ser a
course for base, but was forced to ditch
the aircraft when another engine cut
out.

Except the two radio men who failed
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to escape from the plane, all the crew
succeeded in boarding the two dinghies.
Another crew member died shortly after-
wards from internal injuries. The eight
survivors were picked up the next day
by a British air-sea rescue launch,

From February through May, there
were six attacks on submerged sub-
marines (negative assessments), and one
attack on a surfaced U-boat (probably
slightly damaged).

D-Day marked a decided change in
the Coastal Command’s method of op-
erations. In support of the invasion
fleet, patrols were used to cork up the
southern entrance to the English Chan-
nel. Aircraft patrolled the area at regu-
lar 30-minute intervals, and the number
of the sorties for the squadron was in-
creased to seven a day.

Enemy aircraft knowing full well
thar discretion had become the better
part of valor wisely elected not to put
in an appearance in the face of Allied
fighter superiority. On 8 June, Lt
Philip R. Anderson had, however, a
brief encounter with an Fw-200 and made
hits on it.

HE SQUADRON'S PATsU did such

an ourstanding job over the early
invasion period that not once did a
mission have to be cancelled because
of non-availability of planes.

On 8 July, Cdr. Warren ]. Bettens
relieved L.Cdr. von Bracht as C.O. of
the squadron.

The submarines finding the going too
hor in the Channel were forced to cur-
tail their actvities there. More patrols
were furnished the Biscay area, and two
artacks were made on submerged U-
boats during August.

Allied victories in France having

denied the Germans the use of their
old submarine bases, patrols became
completely negative. Threar of attack by
enemy aircrafr also became a thing of
the past. Shortly after, the aircraft of
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AT ST. EVAL, EN HAD TO WASH THEIR MES5S KITS IN GREAT OUTDOORS

THIS 1S the thirty-third of a series of
* sketehes of squadrons in World War '.ll.
It is baszed on reportz filed with Aviation
History and Research in DCNO(Air).
VB-105 was put on convoy escort duty.

In the Atlantic, there still lurked
schnorkel-geared threats to shipping.
Now designated as vPB-103, the squadron
continued to operate out of Dunkeswell
to guard the southwest approaches to
the English Channel.

Sonobuoys were dropped on 16 disap-
pearing radar contacts during the last
three months of 1944. 1945 opened with
a bang on New Year’s Day, Lt. Dwight
D. Nott sighted a small compact quan-
tity of bluish white smoke above the
surface of the water. The sonobuoy pat-
tern which Nort laid gave positive re-
sults, and four frigates were homed to
the area. They confirmed the presence
of a submarine and made two arracks
which unfortunately proved unsuccess-
ful. But the incident had proved that
the menace was there. There was still a
task to be done.

Weather cancelled 50 missions in
February, The coldest weather recorded
in Devon in 75 years hit operations hard.
There were three feer of snow for about
two weeks, and for four days no planes
took off because of ice and snow.

On 23 February, Lt, Ostroski made
an attack after investigating a surface
d'sturbance. The sonobuoy log indicated
that explosions were heard, butr since
there was no sonobuoy recorded in the
plane, the effectiveness of the attack was
doubted and the Admiralty in assessing
the attack decided that there was "In-
sufficient evidence of the presence of a
U-boat.”

On 1 March, Lt. Gaines made an at-
tack after investigating a suspicious oil
slick. Again the lack of a sonobuoy re-
corder lefr the Admiralty unconvinced.
Lt. Bozarth suffered from the same
scepticism on the part of the Admiralty
in regard to an attack on 8 March.

Just when the Squ'.ldrtm wis begm-

ning to think that it may have been
seeing ghosts and was never again to
be in on a kill, Lt. Russell N. Field
sank a U-boat south of the Scilly Isles
on 11 March, The attack was fast, pre-
cise and deadly. Field straddled the sub-
marine with depth charges. Forty sur-
vivors picked up from U-s81 established
the validity of Field's kill, and this time
the Admiralty handed down an “A”
assessment.

Lt. Field's success and the beauriful
English weather in spring raised every-
one's spirit, and the squadron took the
top position for the month of March
in all the Coastal Command’s effort.
One hundred and fourteen patrols were
flown, averaging ten hours each.

N APRIL, with the enemy really on
the run in Europe, the Coastal Com-

mand called on the squadrons for extra
alertness on patrol. The request bore
fruit on the 25th when Lt. Nott sighted
and artacked a schnorkeling submarine
southwest of the Brest Peninsula. The
schnorkel was seen to jump out of the
water after the explosion, and a large
oil slick appeared. Still grimmer evi-
dence was a floating corpse. Excellent
photographic coverage won from the
Admiralty a "probably sunk" assessment.

This was the last contact with the
enemy until after V-E Day when sev-
eral flights were sent our on photo
reconnaissance to take picrures of sub-
marines which surrendered at sea. Se-
curity patrols were flown daily from
V-E Day through 28 May.

The good news of a return to the
United States came quickly, and the
squadron boarded the USS Unimak at
Bristol on 4 June. There would be 30
days leave, then two months of train-
ing before veB-103 would be off to Ja-
pan. But this was not ro be, and shortly
after the Japanese surrender, the squad-
ron was decommissioned in California,
right in the place they'd started from,

IN 1943, VB-103 GAVE HRISI’M&S PARTY FOR COMMUITY CHILDREN
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MOCKUP F GONDLA WHICH WILL PIN SUBJECTS AROUND CENTRIFUGE
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NAVY AND PENN LAUNCH G RESEARCH

HE Navy and University of Penn-

sylvania have announced a coopera-
tive research program into flight forces
on human beings, centering around the
giant "human centrifuge” now being
completed ar Naval Air Development
Center, Johnsville, Pa.

Harold E. Stassen, president of the
University, and Capt. Seldon B. Spang-
ler, commanding officer of the Center,
signed an agreement whereby the Uni-
versity medical school and the Aviation
Medical Acceleration Laboratory will
work together in research,

Since the Marines and Navy devel-
oped dive bombing, the problem of
blackout has been studied. Under the
duress of war, centrifuges were built in
the United States to find how many

G's a pilot could take safely. Men were
placed in spinning “capsules” and tests
made to see how long they stayed con-
scipus and able to fly a plane. These
centrifuges were relatively small, vary-

PRES. STASS
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EN SHAKES HANDS WITH CAPT. SPANGLER AT AGREEMENT

ing in radius from 10 to 20 feer

They accelerated slowly so that the
G forces developed by these machines
were not directly comparable to the
forces which the dive bombers exerted
on the pilot in a pullout. The knowl-
edge of acceleration physiology was
aided by these centrifuges, however, and
present day G suits used by fighter and
dive bomber pilots were developed on
these machines.

Early in 1944 the Bureau of Aero-
nautics aviation medicine section drew
up plans for a bigger centrifuge, four
rimes larger than the one at Pensacola,
capable of pulling up to 40 Gfs.

Specifications called for a centrifuge
with a 50-foor arm, at the end of which
was to be constructed a streamlined
cockpit 10 feet in diameter in which
the pilot-subject would ride. This arm
and gondola, as it is called, were to be
driven by an electric motor powerful
enough to produce 40 G's ar the gon-

dola. For comparison, the “crack-the-
whip” at a carnival develops aboutr 2
G's. A suicidal maniac who jumps out
of a seventh story window hits the
ground with about a 40-G jolt. The gon-
dola must be accelerated from four miles
an hour to 180 mph in seven seconds.

The gondola also was to be designed
to include facilities for decreasing the
internal air pressure, to simulate air al-
titude of 60,000 feet and for varying
the temperature range between 40° and
110° F. It was considered that these con-
ditions would simulate those produced
by any aircraft in high speed flight ar
any alttude up o 60,000 feer.

As can be seen, this minimum level
of 40 G's is in excess of ordinary human
tolerance. Human beings are able to
rake up to abour 20 G in pilot ejection
seats and are able to do better in prone
positions. The high G level of the Johns-
ville centrifuge was built in to aid in
testing rockets and aircraft components.

EXTERIOR VIEW OF CENTRIFUGE NOW BEING COMPLETED AT JOHNSVILLE
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Afrer deciding on basic requirements
for the centrifuge, the nexr problem
was where to put it. The building had
to be placed in a soil with rock founda-
tion so the Johnsville site was selecred

Capt. |. R. Poppen, MC, director of
the Aviation Medical Acceleration Lab-
oratory, and Dr. John McK Mitchell,
dean of the University Medical School,
will act in joint consultation in operat-
ing the research program. In the ac-
companying photograph showing the
completion of the agreement, are shown
the following, left to right, seated: Pres.
Stassen and Capt. Spangler. Standing,
Capt. Poppen, Dr. Mitchell, Cdr. Charles
F. Gell, MC; Knox C. Black, RAdm.
Herbert L. Pugh, deputy and assistant
chief of BUMED; RAdm. B. Groesbeck,
Jr., assistant chief for aviation and
operational.

Pensacola Trains Pinwheels

Helicopter Students Transfer South

NAS PeENsAcoLA—Helicopter train-
ing has been moved from Lakehurst to
Pensacola, with commissioning of Heli-
copter Training Unit One in December,
basing at reactivated NAAS ELLYSON
field under the Basic Training Com-
mand.

The helicopter has passed rigid evalu-
ation tests in Korean combar zones,
making it a full-ledged member of the
Navy's aviation team. Helicoprers earlier
had replaced outmoded cruisers and bat-
tleship floar planes that once were the
eyes and ears of the Heer.

Navy helicopter pilots were formerly
trained ar Lakehurst's Helicopter Utility
Squadron One and at training units of
other branches of the services. The Ma-
rine Corps has 1ts own rraining unie,
but Leathernecks aviators still will be
eligible for training along with naval
aviators at HTU-1. Only naval aviators
will be accepred for training.

The nucleus staff of ofhcers and men
in the unit consists of Cdr, Ben Moore

HAMILTON, KEMBRO, HAMERICK, MOORE,
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'SHAWCROSS,

JUST FOR LAUGHS, Lt (12) R. W. Grill, lefs,

and Lt. (je) ). A. Humes, landing signal

officers aboard the CVB Mulway, held a praciice session on the 15O platform in borrowed
Arab dress when the buge carvier visited Algiers, Algerta, recemtly while on a "Med" tour.

with four ofhcers and four CPO's. Moore
is one of the Navys most experienced
pinwheel men. From this starr, the unir
will expand to 20 officers and 252 men,
with an aircraft complement of 20 craft.
Plans presently call for the ourpur of 24
pinwheel pilots a month with the firse
class convening 15 January. The train-
ing courses include 60 flight hours and
35 hours ground school.
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SOME FISH STORY—Denver stalkers,
LCdr. Morris, Cdr. Grover, Lt. Flauners
and Capt. Brown, NAS CO, bave a good ling

BRAUN, FINN, DARDI FIRST ‘FACUL

Hurricane Hunters Active
VP-23 Sets Record, Visits 33 ‘Eyes’

VP-23, MiaMi—A double-duty sort
of squadron is this patrol outfir which
hunts hurricanes for six months and
submarines the other six.

During the hurricane season just
passed—covering | June to 15 Novem-
ber—VP-23 scouted 11 full hurricanes
and made a record number of 33 pene-
trations into the eyes. Previous record
was eight hurricanes and nine penetra-
tions in the 1949 season.

Come | December, the squadron purt
away its barometers, psychrometers and
other special “hurricane hunting gear”
and reverted to its role of antisubmarine
warfare squadron. Of the 11 full hurri-
canes and one tropical storm in the
Atlantic, Caribbean or Gulf regions, the
squadron provided complete and con-
tinuous coverage on 10 hurricanes. Two
storms were out of range.

Included were seven flights into the
great Adlantic hurricane of 31 August
to 6 September. Winds in this storm
were as high as 125 knots on the weak
side. In comparison to this year's rec-
ord of 12 hurricanes and storms investi-
gated, the Navy reconnaissance covered
4 in 1946, 9 in 1947, 7 in 1948 and
10 in 1949. Eye penetrations were made
only in 1948 to 1950, with 7 the first
year, 9 the next and 33 for 1950.

In changing over to an ASW mission
again, considerable work is required to
reconfigure the aircraft. After 15 No-
vember eight of the nine PBaY-2's were
changed over, with the ninth standing
by as a weather plane until the hurri-
cane season came to an end 1 December.
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SNOW-SWEPT AND icy are the decks of the CVE Badoeng Strait, operating off Northern Korea

2

shares, Poised on the deck are a Marine fighter squadron’s Corsairs, loaded with eight
HV AR rockets each and carrying two belly tanks of gas which give the F4U plenty long range.

France To Receive Langley
Famed Aircraft Carrier Transfer Set

The newly reactivated aircraft carrier
Langley, namesake of the Navy's first
flattop, will be turned over to France
under the Mutual Defense Assistance
Program.

The Langley was in the Atlantic Re-
serve fleer, in mothballs ac Philadelphia.
[t was buile in 1943 and was almost
continuously in action against the Japa-
nese until the end of the war, handling
Air Groups 32, 44 and 23. Her planes
shot down 119 enemy planes in the air
and destroying 100 on the ground.

The ship’s guns accounted for five
enemy planes and her air groups sank
seven enemy warships and 27 merchant
ships. After bringing back many troops
from the Pacific following the war, the
Langley went to Philadelphia and then
ferried troops from the European theater,
She was inactivared in 1946. The French
are to receive the ship this spring.

VR-2 Keeps lts Mars Busy

Hawaiian Mars Flies 369 Hours in Oct.

VR-2, ALAMEDA—If it’s plane urili-
zation you are interested in, take a look
at this squadron’s record for last fall.

The Philippine Mars flew 355 hours
during August, the Marianas Mars was
alofr 338 hours in September and the
Hawaitian Mars topped this in October
with her paddles beating the air for 369
hours. Can anyone top this for high-
time planes’

Such records entail some well-organ-
ized cooperation of all hands when a
plane arrives. A spectator is endanger-
ing his life if he wanders down around
a Mars when docking. Before the beach
crew finishes securing a plane to the
dock, a horde of maintenance men
swarms over every foot of the plane to
ready it for the rerurn flight. Four hours
in the dock is typical of chis fast service.
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NavCad Has Rugged Jump
Chute Holed By Airplane Saves Him

Naval Cadet James A. Trout, USNR,
can give thanks to his “rabbit’s foor” or
lucky charm, and perhaps attribute his
longevity to just plain "living right.”

Trout, a student in the Advanced
Training Command at NAAS CABANISS
FIELD, was practicing acrobatics in his
FiU Corsair when the plane went into
a spin at abour 9,000 feer. All his ef-
forts to recover were fruitless, only mak-
ing the spin worse and increasing its
intensity. After the fighter had spun
down to approximately 4,500 feer,

Trout prepared to “hit the silk.”
After he got the cockpit canopy open,
Trour released his safety belt and was

5 ._ o e R o
THIS CHUTE BROUGHT NAVCAD SAFELY TO EARTH
thrown against some part of the plane
and knocked unconscious; this was at
an estimated alticude of 1,500 feer.
When he came to, he was clear of the
plane, falling free in the air. He gal-
vanized into action, reached for the rip
cord and—it was gone!

The next instant his chure popped
open above him, jerking him up sharply,
and he began to swing back and forth.
Trout glanced up at the canopy and re-
ceived another jolting shock—one panel
of the canopy was ripped its entire
length and there were several holes in
the orhers.

He barely had time to realize his
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plight when he was jolted again, this
time by the ground. He landed on his
shoulder in a hard grassy area. Climbing
out of his harness, the cader spread the
canopy on the ground, stood in the
center of it and signalled his buddies
who had followed him down and were
circling over him thar he was O.K.
Investigation revealed what happened.
After Trout couldn't get his Corsair out
of the spin, it had literally kicked him
out and pulled his ripcard for him while
he was unconscious. All Trour suffered
were a few bruises and a small cuc on
his head!
e MCAS CHERRY POINT—A memorial
recreational  building for enlisted men s
being constructed here on a hill overlooking
Slocum creek boathouse, Tt will be dedicated
to Marines trained here who were killed in
World War II.

MEN IN NAVAL aviation whose exploits bave

Commendation ribbon now
have a medal to wear with it, shown above.
If they are emtitled to more than one, they
can wear bronze itare on the ribbon, which
15 a green color with white siripes.

GCA Aids F7F in Snowstorm
Lost Marine Saved by Radar Guidance

MCAS CHERRY POINT—An alert
ground control approach unit recently
helped Capr. Frank H. Simonds of VvMF-
531 to land his crippled ¥7¢ Tigercat
night-fighter in a blinding snowstorm
ar NAS CoLumsus, Ohio.

With only 10 minutes of fuel lefe in
his gas tanks, Simonds landed with zero
visibility after the GCA crew talked him
down. He was on a cross country when
his instruments failed, and his gyro
compass went out. He contacted Colum-
bus tower and they gave him instruc-
vons, finally turning him over to the
radar crew.

Because of the snow, Simonds first
pass was unsuccessful, as was his second.
On his third try he glimpsed the field
through the flurries and made a good
landing, a plenty happy Marine.

won the Nary
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SUPPLY—A BUSINESS IN THE MILLIONS

TS A GIGANTIC enterprise when a storehouse stocks

125,000 items valued ac $213,000,000. That's the kind
of business the Aviation Supply Depot at Norfolk, Va.,
handles.

Right now the Depot is hard at work meeting the accel-
erated demands of naval aviation supply. Protection of vital
equipment and its distribution are vital to naval logistics.

The Aviation Supply Depor is the East Coast distribution
point for aeronautical materials, aviation ordnance equip-
ment and aviation general stores. It is geared for a much
more rapid turnover than is non-aviation supply stock be-
cause of the frequent changes in design and the constant
development of new types of naval aircraft and material.

It takes 10 huge buildings and nine warehouses to store
the huge amount of equipment on hand, everything from
the smallest cotter pin to the largest wing assembly. Such
a vast amount of equipment requires careful management
and efficient administration.

Cdr. E. K. Snider, SC, USN, is the Officer-in-Charge.
Through the past several years, he has headed the Depot and
directed the distribution of aviation supplies. His main as-
sistants are department officers and experienced civilian
workers. It takes a large staff well versed in distribution to
enable ASD to perform its mission efficiently ac all times.

The center of this vast supply function is a five-story
masonry building, No. 132, which was first occupied in April
1941 by the Aviation Annex, established by the Bureau of
Aeronautics, the Bureau of Ordnance and the Bureau of
Supply and Accounts. The structure contains more than a

PARACHUTES GET A 24.HOUR AIRING REGULARLY ONCE EVERY MONTH

DEGREASING PARTS BEFORE DIF IN COMPOUND

third of a million square feet of floor
space. Since 11 December 1947, ASD
has_been an integral component of the
Naval Supply Center.

Not only does the ASD have prob-
lems of preservation and distribution,
bue it also has a task related to history.
At the end of World War II, plans
were developed to establish a Nartional
Air Museum ar the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in Washingron, D. C. Allied and
captured enemy aircraft will be a part
of this display. Meanwhile, it is a re-
sponsibility of ASD to store and pre-
serve the material until it is shown.

Carloads of combat aircrafc material
have been received, including aircrafc
engines, guns, cameras, radios and elec-
tronic equipment.

An Aeronautical Display room at the
Depor exhibits, among other things, an
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FoF Hellcat, once part of Task Force 58,
and various aerological, phorographic,
aviation and ordnance instruments.

The ASD is the largest distribution
point for photographic, photolitho-
graphic and aerological material. All
types of equipment from the smallest
pocket size camera to the largest aerial
camera, as well as delicate aerological

DELICATE AEROLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS REPAIRED

instruments, are stored under the direc-
tion of AFC B. M. Barton.

Storage of these technical materials
must meet exacting requirements. All
photographic film, paper and aerological
batteries are stored in dehumidified
vaults maintained at a temperature of
50° Fahrenheit and 50% humidity.
Fireproof vaults for inflammable films
are located in the cold storage room.

Almost every kind of equipment re-
quires special storage. For example, all

parachutes are unpacked once a month
and suspended from the ceiling in the
parachute loft to air out for 24 hours.

Aircrafr instruments must be care-
fully protected. The preservation branch
degreases aircraft parts before it purts
them in a preservative compound.

One of the numerous activities of
ASD is the repair of delicate aerological
instruments. The work is precise and
exacting. In the picture on this page,
W. T. C. Rogers (left) and D. C. Haw-
kins demonstrate the work they do.

Department heads of ASD are LCdr.
L. F. ReDavid, material; Lr. M. R. Mac-
Leod, storage; Lr. E. J. Taylor, traffic;
Le. (jg) H. N. Marﬂgides‘ budget and
administration; and C. E. Flynn, labor
and equipment. The careful preserva-
tion and proper distribution of mil-
lions of dollars worth of materials is
a tremendous, unending responsibility.

PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM I5 CHECKED INTO VAULT
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HERE'S HOW the Air Force refwels its jet
fighter, the F-84 Thunderiet. A [unnel-
shaped coupling at the end of the tanker
plane's hose engages the pitoi-tube-like pro-
jection on the fichter's left wing, After this
the two are antomatically coupled and [uwel is
transferred. This is one of the two jets that
flew across the Atlantic Ocean recently non
stop, reflueling once.

Quick Save by Helicopter
Brazilion Admiral Waits for a Rescue

NAAS Corry FIELD—Quick service
by a rescue helicopter was demonstrated
on 18 September when the search and
rescue unit picked a badly-bleeding
aviator out of the boondocks and landed
him next to the hospital.

At the time of the crash, the heli-
copter was standing by at Chevalier
field to go to the U.SS. Wright to pick
up Admiral Flavio De Medeiros, chief
of staff of the Brazilian Navy.

It went immediately to the accident
scene where the student was found clear
of the wreckage. Instead of delivering
him to a waiting ambulance, the pin-
wheel took him directly to a parking
lot next to the Naval Hospital. This
operation saved 17 minutes in deliver-
ing the patient, Lt. (jg) A. E. Strauss.

* * k *x *
GCA BOX SCORE

November Totul Approaches_ 11,620
Total Insteument Approaches — . ]
Grand Total Approsches. - 435,600
Grand Total Instrument... .. .. .. 18,825
* * *

CAN LOYALTY be carried too far? That is
the guestion confronting all hands as R. W.
Thompson, Grumman aivcraft representative
with VX-1, was wviewed wsing as a plat-
form for lobster fishing a disabled FGF that
crashed a few months ago near NAS Boca
Chica field. The picture shows him pulling
a Florida lobster owt of the Gulf water.
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RADM. H. M. MARTIN TESTS DRY LAND 'SCOPE

Periscope Photos Made Easy
Pensacola Teaches Cameramen System

NATTU PeEnsAcoLA — All - hands
have seen photographs made through a
submarine periscope showing a sinking
ship after being torpedoed. These photos
are difficult to obtain owing to periscope
optic problems, dried salt water on the
outer surface of the scope, or waves en-
gulfing the “eye” ac the instant the ex-
posure is made.

All students of the photographer's
mate school soon will be instructed in
the art of periscope photography. A 34-
foor submarine periscope is being erect-
ed and housed in an addition o the
photo school.

The "eye" will be 56 feer above
ground level and will overlook Pensacola
Bay. Students operating submarine peri-
scope cameras will make picrures of se-
lected targets that can be seen through
the periscope. This will simulate actual
operating conditions except for the salt
water problem.

b,, %o
il { {"

Winner of ihe Admiral Mullinix Memorial
Skeet Shoot at NAS San Diego was the five-
men  team  from that .rm:.r'w:_. .:'fm.';‘u’;f.r'.ug
against gunpners from Nevada, Arizona and
Caltfornia. High man, Lt. A. E. Lewis, with
07, bolds the wophy. Other members with
bim are R. W. Fore, H. P. Cady, L. W.
Hughes and J. A. Robinvon [rom San Diego.
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LT. OWEN, RIGHT, CHATS WITH LCOL. MARSHALL

Designer Flies in Banshees
Reserve Marine Finally Makes Grade

MCAS CHERRY PoiNT—Lt. Allen H.
Owen should know how to Hy Banshee
jets. He helped build them.

Before he was called to active duty,
Owen was an engineer with McDonnell
Aircraft Co., St. Louis. He was one of
the project engineers who worked on
the ¥2H-2. Although a member of vF-221
Reserve squadron at St. Louis, Owen had
to get in the Marine Corps on active
duty to fly one of the Bansheer. He is

Warriors Glad to be Home

Valley Forgers Eager to Get Ashore

VC-3—When the carrier Valley Forge
arrived back in San Diego on 1 Decem-
ber from the Korean war zone, her men
were as glad to ger back home to their
wives as any long-gone sailor.

Some of the men, eager to be the first
ashore, were granted permission from
the Bos'n to ride the cargo net from the
ship to the dock. From all accounts it
was a comical sight to see so many arms
and legs flailing abour as the ner was
lowered.

The men started leaving the ner long
before it hit the dock. Some of them
proved their love for the good old USA
by gerting down and kissing the first
part of the States they had set foot on
in seven long months.

SOMETHING different in going away presents
was given Capt., Charles F. Greber when be
lefv VU-7 to become CO of NAS Seattle.
His men gave him a polished flower pot
holding choice sprigs of ice plant in honor
of his "horticultural proclivities resulting in
development of that rare and exotic flovifer-
ous phenomenon known as ‘Greber Grasy'”
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HINGE MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO LOCK LEGS UP

Hinged Legs for Work Stands

Under the Navy's Benehcial Suggestion
Program, Orson T. Summers, NAS SEATTLE,
has evolved a method of protecring Mann-
Wolfe stands when they are being moved.

By hinging the legs of the stands, the legs
can be locked up when the stands are being
transported from hangar to hangar. Formerly,
legs had been broken or damaged when a
high spot was struck.

In the illustration, the stand without the
legs hinged is shown. At right, the hinged
leg is examined by a workman.

Blower Shifts at Low RPM's

VA-175—LCdr. John E. Kennedy has
reported an unusual case of engine rough-
ness in AD-1 SEyrarders, atributed to the
twisting of the accessory drive shafe. Two
previous rough engines, one of which re-
sulted from backfire in the air and the
other of unknown origin, were found to
have twisted shafts 30° and 9° respectively.

The latest case occurred in a blower
change from the "low” to "high" posi-
tions at 22000 rpm and 25" manifold pres-
sure. The result was an 18% twist in the
shaft.

Squadron maintenance officers and men
submitted the following canclusions to the
Bureau of Aeronautics:

1. The presently installed shaft, p/N
424538, is not of strong enough design to
withsrand violent backfires and blower shifts
at high rpm. The designing and installation
of a stronger shaft is recommended.

2. Engines with the present shaft should
be kept to a minimum of blower shifts, If
it becomes necessary to shift to high blower,
the shift should be made below 1600 rpm.

3. When the newly designed shafts are
produced, they should be made available to
operating acrivities so that replacement can
be accomplished as soon as operationally
feasible.

»Buder Comment—A stronger shaft
(P/IN 427205) will be available sometime
this month (December 1950) for replace-
ment by operating activities. Until then
present shafts (correct P/IN 424358) may
be operated with up to 10° twist before
replacement with same (P/N 424358)
shaft. The new, stronger shaft will be in-
stalled at overhaul also.

Concur emphatically that blower shifts
be made at low rpm’s.
o NAAS WHITING—Of the 343 students
in BTU-1, one is a Uruguayan, three French
and two Mexican students. To handle this
load 104 flight instructors are in the unit
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Salvaging a Sunken Mariner

LISS SALISBURY SOUND—This ship worked
out a good way to salvage a PBM, sunken in
i5 feet of warer during a squall. The crew hit
the beach in a rubber boat.

Salvage operations were supervised by Lt
D. D. Mackay, ship’s air officer. A 25-man
pneumatic barge was secured under each wing.
Three pneumatic fenders were inflated inside
the fuselage. These were inflated section by
section unril the plane rose slowly to the
surface.

Once alongside, hooked on and partly
hoisted, submersible pumps were used to get
the rest of the water out. When on board all
salvagable material was removed. The empty
tuselage now rests on the beach, a prospective
partment for some enterprising native realtor.

- —

put L E ~ = i

P.cx;_"‘;:fj:_(,‘.-“" 5 =

A8 puL .‘.ﬁp -
Moot FiEx

ITEM A’ IS STANDARD: ‘B' IS MODIFICATION

Pulling Wing Bolts Made Easy

When removing aircraft wings, rtaking
out wing hinge bolts is often a difficule rask
because exposed threads have been dam-
aged. This makes it impossible to start
the bolt and remove it in the normal man-
ner with a bolt puller.

John G. Bowker, ADC, of NAS PENSA-
COLA, solved this problem by design-
ing a die to straighten threads which will
allow the bolt o be pulled without de-
stroying it with a drift, a loss of $14.00,
Bowker's method has been approved for
optional adoption by the Navy under the
Beneficial Suggestion program.

In item "B"” in the photograph the
squares are cut out 33" deep and 34" wide.
The inside taper is 20 degrees at a starting
wall thickness of 1/16". The size of this

die is 114 with number 12 thread. This
die can be made from the puller pictured
(Item “A").

RAMIJET ENGINES to power Navy KDM-1
target drones are shown bere being completed
b the Marquardt Aircraft Co., plant prepara-
tory to shipment to Glenn L. Martin plant
where the drones are being manutactured.

BEND EWD ¥

Wrench Aids Map Removals

VA-113, PACIFIC—A special wrench for
simple removal and installation of the map
regulator on the AD-4 has been developed
by W. H. Ashworth, Az,

Normally, the accessory drive and hy-
draulic pump would have to be removed
to gain access to a nut holding the map
regulator. By insertion of this wrench be-
tween the regularor and accessory housing,
the otherwise inaccessible nur can be turned
easily.

This wrench is acrually a 15" socket
wrench, mounted on a bent piece of 14"
stock, bent to perform in a normally blind
position. Use of the wrench saves about
four man-hours work, valuable time under
combat operations.

Luminous Handle for Door

VC-35, 5AN DIEGO—"Be Prepared” is a
good mowo for Boy Scouts, and it is a
zood one for anyone in naval aviation too.

While parricipating in a recent night
operational flight, P. A, Sayers, AL, an
aircrewman, began to visualize just what
he would do if he had to abandon his AD-
type aircrafr. First, he could not locate im-
mediately the emergency release handle on
the escape harwch because of the complete
blackout in the plane.

Moreover, in the event of an actual bail-
out, he would have to use the old “grope
and find” method to locate the ripcord on
his chure.

As a remedy, he suggested the emergency
handle of the escape hatch, as well as his
rip cord, be marked with luminous material
to make it easier to find. The squadron now
has all of its emergency handles and rip cords
so marked.

Rough Water Damages Planes

VP-46, PAciFic—High wind and rough
water at one advanced bhase used by this
squadron resulted in abnormal corrosion and
some structural damage to squadron aircraft,

Parts of the planes most critically affected
by corrosion were the nose section of the
engine, magnetos, distributors, ignition harn-
esses, the afterbody of the plane including
the gull of the wings berween the engine
nacelle and fuselage, the skin area near the
tunnel hatch and the empennage,

Condition of the water is demonstrated by
the fact that the cail of one plane riding the
buoy struck a swell with such force that the
rail gunner's escape hatch was knocked open.
Some damage caused by repeated takeoffs and
landings in rough water included loosening
ot wing panel attaching bolts, "dishpanning”
of the skin between stringers on hull bottoms,
and appearance of wringles in the crown of
the hull between the radome and wing section.
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PYLUN FAIRING DAMAGE SHOWS IN THIS VIEW

Method At Jax Saves Fairing

Inside the pylon fairing of the FiU-1 or FG
aircraft ig a solenoid and bracker. In order to
get at them for inspection or removal, dam-
age has occurred to the fairing. An easier
method of installation and easy access has
been developed by Richard Wilford of the
O&R department at NAS JACKSONVILLE.
Under the beneficial suggestion program of
the Navy it has been approved for optional
adoption of Navy activities.

Present practice is to add a hood to the
front of the inside fairing to clear the solenoid
and bracket. Above the hood the metal has
to be stretched and formed to clear another
part of the forward part of the pylon. This
in turn weakens the meral and has a tendency
to crack. This one large piece of fairing has
to be strerched around the pylon on the ship
which makes installation difficult because only
a small screw driver can be used. It is also
difficult to keep the gap rubber from tearing
or turning in. Many dzus buttons get torn
out or the fairing is damaged during the
process,

In Wilford’s method, the inside fairing is
cut (parts vS-1043 L/R) 1" forward of the
two front dzus holes and another fairing
made for the front of the pylon 2" larger
than the original piece that was cut out. This
piece overlaps the other two sides and but-
tons. This will provide clearance for change
number 290. It also saves 30 minutes on in-
corporating change number 290 and saves
cost of replacing the solenoid in case of
damage by the old method.

It saves almost one hour on installation of
all fairings while the pylon is on the plane.
It also eliminates possible damage to the
gap rubber, the replacing of dzus burtons or
any damage to the fairing during the installa-
tion. It also provides quick access for re-
placing parts or inspecting the pylon.

Pensacola Pistol Team Wins

NAAS WHITING FIELD—The Pensacola
Navy pistol team, composed of three Whiting
and one Corry field deadeyes, garnered a
suitcase full of medals and prizes in a couple
of meets the past September.

At the Second Annual Marine Corps
Schools tournament at Quantico, they won
a good assortment, following this up with
an appearance at the Louisiana State pistol
matches where they won 31 individual
medals and three ream awards.

The team is composed of Cdr. E. E. Hed-
blom, MC; Lt (jg) John Ralston, A. L.
Jackson, ADI1. Ens. Edgar Rawsthorne com-
peted at Quantico while CWO M. ]. Allen
subbed for him at the Louisiana matches.
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Gas Defueling Made Easy

USS. SiciLy—A mobile defueling unit
for use aboard carriers has been developed
by M. M. Cullity, AB3, to speed up the process
of gering gasoline from planes.

By adding a couple of spare wheels taken
from aircraft towing bars, plus a hollow bent
steel handle with a metal sleeve attachment,
Cullity succeeded in making the old defuel-
ing unit easy to move around. It allows one
man to do a job formerly requiring two.

A strip of brass, bent in the shape of a
horseshoe resting on its side was attached to
the underside of each of the two edges of
the unit which rests on the deck ro eliminate
sparks from friction with the steel deck.

The derachable handle makes the unit com-
pact for stowage. Since it was necessary to
move the defueling hoses and air hoses with

(-]

CULLITY SHOWS HOW MOBILE DEFUELER WORKS

the unir, Cullity designed a rack for the hoses
to set on top of the unit. Then, it also was
necessary to have gaskets and wrenches avail-
able for instant use when attaching hoses. So
he put a tool box on the unit.

The suction end section of the flexible

metal gasoline hose, normally used in such
units, would not reach the bottom of deep
tanks., The inside was honed smooth so that
a4 rubber hose which would reach could be
fited inside ir. This hose, 1”x14"” was at-
tached by two small hose clamps. Next, a
sight gage was attached ro the pumping unit
to show the amount of fuel passing through
the hoses. This could be used to tell when a
tank was nearly drained.
» BuShips Comment—Defueling pumps
originally were a permanent installation at
each fueling station on flight and hangar
decks. They were later placed on skids to
increase mobility. The described modifica-
tion would appear to make them still more
mobile,

Future carrier-based aircraft will have
underwing fueling and defueling, in which
defueling is accomplished by reversing the
gas flow in the fueling hose, eliminating
entirely the need for a portable defueling
pump.

Rig Simplifies Tender Work

U.8.8. SuisuN—This tender developed a
towing device for installation on rearming
boats which makes it considerably easier to
handle the boats behind the ship in rough
weather.

When seaplanes are fueled from the stern
of small aircraft tenders, a 3" manila line is
released through the plane's tunnel hatch
subsequent to making the buoy astern of the
ship. This line is recovered by the rearming
hoat and secured to a "Y" towing bridle in
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PIPE IN BOAT'S CENTER MAKES TOWING EASIER

the stern of the rearming boat to prevent the
plane from hirting the ship. Further, in high
winds or yawing of the ship, it is used to
keep the plane lined up directly astern of the
ship.

Using the above standard method, this
vessel found that owing to the fact that the
Y towing bridle was well aft of the pilot
point of the rearming boat, extreme difficulty
was encountered keeping the plane centered
directly astern of the ship, particularly in
high winds.

To overcome these difficulries, it was felt
that the towing had to be as close to the pivot
point of the rearming boat as possible. The
rig illustrated was developed and tested with
excellent results.

It consists of 2" pipe flattened on the end,
with 34" bolts securing the pipe to amid-
ship cleats and secured ar the bottom to the
after hoisting pad.

USS MipwAY—This carrier’s first "Cen-
tury Pilot” is Lt. (jg) Henry Urban, ]r.,
who made his 100th consecutive landing on
the ship while on the Mediterranean “beat”.
All of the landings were made on three
cruises this year.

F CORRECTION FACTORS FOR TAS

PRESS | CALIBRATED AIRSPEED KNOTS
ALT, T
FEET |200/250(300[350/400/450/500|550

10,000 1.0 |10 |99 |.99|.98| 98| .97 | 97

20,000| 99| 98| 97 |97 | 96| 95| 94|93

30,000| 97|96 | .95 |.94 |92 |9l | 20 |.89

40,000| 96| .94 | 92 |.90 |.88 |.87 | .87 |.86

50,000 .93 | 90 | .B7 |.86 | B4 | .84 | B4 |84

DIRECTIONS

In order to obtdin true air speed properly cor-
Ir!f_t!d for compressivility effecta, the pilot will
foilow these steps:
I. Obtain indicated air speed from the air speed
indicator.
2. Obtain callbrated air speed corresponding to
indicated air speed from the air speed correction
card mounted on the instrument panel.
3. Obtain "true air speed” (|ncompressitile) from
the Mark B, EBB or similar speeg-time-distance
computers, by entering with calibrated air speed,
pressure altitude, and free alr temperature.
L, Multiply TAS obtained with the computer by the
F correction factor to obtain TAS corrected for
compressibil jty.
See Technical Note No. 13-50 Havher 05-35- 580

I fune 1950

THIS SUPERCEDES SAME PUBLICATION DATED: 15 March 1950

IN THE Ociober isine we reproduced dope
similar to that above [or airspeed corrections
for the compressibility factor "K”. In jet
aircraft this must be wsed in addition to
corrections for pressurve altitude and  tem-
perature. The formula, from Technical Note
3-50, was incorrect. TN 13-30 cancels the
ather and states that TAS=FV' is correct.
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Uses of AN-G-25 Grease
AN-G-25 grease should be used in lieu
of AN-C-124 compound ro preserve grease-
lubricated bearings with the following quali-
fications:
® Only bearings which will be grease lubri-
cated in service shall be so processed. Bear-
ings which will be oil lubricated in service,
such as instrument bearings and engine hear-
ings, shall continue to be preserved in ac-
cordance with NAVAER 00-85A-502.
® Bearings which are to be lubricated with
high temperature grease, such as wheel,
starter, magneto and generator bearings. shall
continue to be preserved in accordance with
NAVAER (0-85A-3502,
® In connection with the use of AN-G-23
grease as a preservative compound, an inti-
mate wrap is required which is demonstrably
greaseproof to AN-G-25 grease. To date, it has
been found that aluminum foil conforming
W S]}E(iﬁt;l.th‘m JAN-P-148 js the only wrap
which successfully meets this requirement
Where an intimate wrap is not required, the
moisture vaporproof material which is de-
monstrably greaseproof to and otherwise un-
affected by AN-G-25 grease, shall he used.
® Bearings preserved as specified herein shall
include, in addition to the present unir pack-
age marking requirements, the following in-
formation: "Ready for Use” and "Prelubri-
cated with Operational Grease, AN-G-z5".
The Bureau of Aeronautics is in the process
of modifying Technical Order No. 32-45 o
state that open bearings preserved with
AN-G-25 grease do not need to be cleaned
and lubricated prior to installation if the
service lubricant is to be AN-G-15 or AN-G-23,

USE ASO CATALOG
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Shipments of Rotor Blades

Sikorsky Aircrafe Service Information Cir-

cular No. 137 dated 3 October 1950 is
quoted below:

"Sikorsky Aircraft has experienced some
unsatisfactory conditions in the receipt of
damaged subject tail rotor blades returned
to the factory for salvage, repair and over-
haul. Primary examination conducted by our
Inspection Department to determine the ex-
tent of damage and the repair necessary dis-
closed numerous instances where replacement
of some parts was caused by negligence rather
than the original damage. Accumulated rust,
corrosion and pitting was found on critical
bearing surfaces and threads of the shaft
(8515050 ) which resulted in their rejection
tor turther service use. The above rust and
corrosion seemed to indicate long term stor-
age or having been in dormant stores after
removal from aircraft without the application
of some protective coating.

"There, Sikorsky Aircraft strongly urges
the operators of the above model helicoprers
to adopt preventive measures to assure greater
life for the subject rail rotor blade assemblies,

"The following recommendations are here-
by submitted to prevent the above undesir-
able accumulation of ruse and corrosion:

“{a) Inspect all rail rotor assemblies
(8s1st0e-1) in their shipping containers if
they have been apened since original ship-
ment by the contractor. Apply coating of
Spec. AN-C-52 Type 1 or heavy grease to shaft
threads and bearing surfaces if necessary.

"(b) Tail rotor blade assemblies (Ss13008-1)
damaged or otherwise, removed from aircrafr,
devoid of Housing Assembly Ssisoza, apply
coating of Spec. AN-C-52 Type 1 or heavy
grease to shaft threads and bearing surfaces.”

ASO concurs with the recommendations
contained in the circulalr quoted above and
emphasizes to all activities the importance of
properly preparing equipment being returned
for repair, check, test or relubrication, for
shipment.

Attention is called to Aviation Supply
Office Circular Letter No. 256 (Rev. 1)
dated 20 December 1945, which deals with
the general problem of preparing material
for shipment which is being returned.

Priority ‘A’ Classification

Common sense should dictate the assign-
ment of priority classification.

Reports from the feld indicate that a
great percentage of supply business is now
done on a priority "A" basis. This is not only
a serious reflection on the aeronautical in-
ventory control system, bur also results in
the handling of bona fide priority A" re-
quests in 4 routinge manner.

Supply officers of field activinies must use
grear discretion in the screening of all pri-
ority A" requests to make sure it is only
used when actually required by the service.

OVER TV station WPTZ in Philadelphia,
RAdm. S. E. McCarty, Aviation Supply Of-
ficer disensses the merits of the F4U Corsair,

New Braking System Designed

John R. Miles, AMC, of NAS, CorPUS
CHRISTI, has invented a new braking system.

Most braking systems employed in aircraft,
automobiles and rail vehicles are the friction
type. Two surfaces rubbing rogether accomp-
lish the stopping job.

Miles’ proposal is to use a vane type oil
pump the output of which would be con-
trolled by a valve. A wheel with this brake
installed would turn the pump, forcing oil
from a reservoir past the valve. Partly closing
the valve by brake pedals would result in
slowing; closing it all the way would almost
stop the wheels.

In friction brakes, force is required two
bring the rubbing surfaces together. Either
it is the pilot's foot pressure alone, or a power
boost system that does the work. In Miles'
design, little work would have ro be done—
just closing the valve.

By having back pressure on the brake
pump, its movement will be slowed. When
the valve is completely closed, the wheel will
be stopped except for some creepage. For
complete stoppage, a relatively weak spot
friction brake working on a flange installed
outboard of the pump brake on the wheel
will lock the wheel.

In completely closing the valve, a merering
relief valve would be installed berween the
pump and the restricting valve so that the
system would not be subjected to excessive
loads.

Miles' system was submitted through the
Navy's Beneficial Suggestion program.

® V5.25—Some pilots of this squadron spent
a Sunday fiying for moving picture cameras
filming a Universal movie about an unsur-
rendered German submarine raider after the
war. It finally was spotted and sunk, with
v§-25 planes taking part in scenes showing
the sub (the US.S. Baya) being depth
charged and “sunk.”

:l“
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Catapult Valves Modification

The three-way valve in the retraction
system of H4 series catapults is being
modified. This modification will elimi-
nate the catapult retraction difficulties
which were induced by the old type
valve.

The modified valves have been dis-
tributed to the service, and from the
results of operational tests on an Hi4
catapule at the Naval Aircraft Facrory,
the improvement is performing very
satisfactorily.

Afrer approximarely 250 retractions
ar various pressures up to 3500 psi, the
valve was disassembled and inspected.
The valve showed no signs of wear or
deformation of parts. This improved
three-way valve has also been in opera-
tion aboard the USS Leyte for several
months. A detailed plan of the valve,
along with installation instructions, is
contained in catapult changes H4B # 2,
H4C #30, and Hi-1 #22

Air Charge for Catapulting

Reports from the fleer indicate that
catapult operations involving mixed
groups of jer and propellered aircraft
are being hampered by the excessive
time required to pump from the low
initial accumulator air charge after
launching propellered types ro the high
initial accumulator air charge for launch-
ing jets.

To eliminate this delay, it is recom-
mended that the high initial accumula-
tor air charge of 2250 psi for H4B cara-
pults and 2350 psi for Hi-1 catapults be
used for launching FoF, FaU, AD, and
F2H aircraft.

Launching pressures and wind re-
quirements for aircrafr  launching
weights should be selected from applica-
ble catapult bulletins. Launching pres-
sures may be decreased in accordance
with H4B Catapult Bulletin #58 and
H4-1 Catapult Bulletin #41 dated 28
December 1949.

Use of the high initial accumulator
air charge suggested above may give
propellered aircrafr excess flying speed
causing them to become airborne before
the end of the power stroke. However,
this is not considered to be critical. Of
current combat aircraft, only the FsF
cannot be launched with the high inicial
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charge because of aircraft
limitations.

Instructions for the operation of HA
series catapults (NAF report M-1387)
authorize the use of any intermediate
non-standard  initial accumulator air
charge to meet launchifig conditions.
Intermediate charges of 1850 to 2650
psi and 2100 to 2900 psi for the Hi-1
and 2050 to 2850 psi for the H4B
catapults are suggested. Aircraft weight,
launching pressure, and wind-over-the-
deck relationships specified in applica-
ble catapult bulletins must be used re-
gardless of the initial accumulator air
charge selecred.

strength

Catapult Tension Ring Holder

A catapulr tension ring, traveling at
high velocity in the wake of a jer or
propeller blast, presents a hazardous
situation on a carrier flight deck. Fortu-
nately, no reports have been received
of personnel being struck by one of
these "missiles”.

However, RUDM's relating instances
where these rings have entered the in-
take ports of jer aircrafc have been re-
ceived. In each instance, the damage to
the engine during subsequent rturn-up
was of sufficient severity to necessitate
engine change. At a cost of approxi-
mately $40,000 per engine, the gravity
of the situation is readily apparent.

The Bureau of Aeronaurtics has fur-
nished aircraft carriers with “boots”
which were to be fitted to the holdback
unit to rerain the tension ring afrer
breakage. These "boots” have not been
found to be adequate in actual service
use.

The problem of designing a satisfac-
tory "boot” would appear to bs a sim-

Q" Lmeeae
NO, NO, SMITH! | MEANT THE FORMATION TO
BREAK UP!
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ple one but it has not proven tw be so,
since the basic requirements for the
"boots” are in direcr conflict with each
other. Specifically, the "boot” must be
ficted securely to the holdback unit in
order to prevent its being dislodged by
the jet blast or slipstream and must
be sufficiently rugged to withstand dam-
age incidenr to striking the deck.

In conflicc is the requirement that
the "boot” must possess sufficient flexi-
bility and ease of attachment so that
no problem is presented ro the holdback
man when inserting or removing the
tension ring.

The Naval Air Material Center is
continuing the development of this item
in an attempt to produce a satisfactory
"boot”. All personnel familiar with cara-
pulting aircraft are encouraged to study
the problem and to participate in evolv-
ing an effective solution. Any sugges-
rions regarding development of a suit-
able device should be forwarded to the
Bureau of Aeronautics.

Lube Oil Gas Proportioner

Squadrons operating F9F aircraft have
reported numerous failures of the fuel
pumps in these aircrafr. Investigation
has indicated that these failures resulted
from inadequate lubrication of the
pumps when using 115/145 octane
gasoline.

In fact, tests have revealed that as
little as one pint of warer passing
through the fuel pump removes suffi-
cient lubricant to cause it o “freeze”,

As a corrective procedure, the Bureau
of Aeronautics recommended blending
3% lube oil with the aviation gaso-
line. The application of this procedure,
although effective in reducing pump
failure, has been difhcult and tedious
because of the lack of proper facilities
for proportioning and mixing.

At the suggestion of Commander Air
Force, Atantic Fleet, a proportioning
unit, developed by Proportioneers, Inc.,
has been purchased and is presently un-
dergoing rtests. Preliminary reports on
this unit have been favorable, and an
additional twenty units are being pro-
cured by the Bureau of Ships for further
tests in the Atantic Fleer. Upon suc-
cessful completion of these tests, a suf-
ficient number of proportioning units
will be procured to accommodate all
carriers requiring them,

Utilization of a unir to proportion
lube oil and gasoline properly is an in-
terim measure until a fuel pump with
less critical lubricating characteristics is
developed to replace the pumps in FoF's.
At present, development of such a pump
is in an advanced stage, and will be put
in service as soon as possible.

Restricted
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Plane Fires at Oxygen Shop

It was just lucky thar someone wasn't
killed when a plane on the hangar deck
commenced liring at the oxygen shop. One
20 mm high explosive shell pierced rthe
bulkhead and exploded just inside. An
armor-piercing incendiary pierced the bulk-
head, went on through a 1500-cubic foot
storage flask and starred a fire thar took ten
minutes to get under control

How did this happen?

Well, it was this way: The plane had re-
mrened from a strike with gun out of
commission. The other guns were reloaded
and the plane was sent below. Here an ord-

one

nanceman went to work on the faulty gun
and asked a machinist's mate to try certain
switches in the cockpit to see what would
happen. The willing but unqualified helper
misunderstood the ordnanceman, turned on
the wrong swirches, and commenced firing.

That's all there was to it
The moral of this story is:

Never work on one gun of a bartery
while other guns in the barttery are
loaded.

2. Allow only qualified personnel 10
operate armament switches,

3. Don't take dangerous short-cuts un-
der stress of a tght operating
schedule.

4. Know your safety precautions!

Latest Low Level Bombsight

The latest version of the low level homb-
sight, designated Bombsight Mk 23 Mod 10,
has been designed for use in nose turrets
of patrol aircrafr.

This version consists of a computer Mk
81 Mod O, a control box Mk 33 Mod O
and a power supply Mk 13 Mod O.

No Sight Head: It should be noted that
there is no sight head in this newest bomb-
sight. It is replaced by a computer. In lieu
of a sight, the necessary optical provisions
are incorporated in the sight unit Mk 10,
a component of the gunsight Mk 18 Mod 6,
with which the turrer operator controls both
the firing of his guns and aiming of his
bombs.

Installation: This bombsight, Mk 23 Mod
10, will be P2V-3 aircraft
now being delivered for fleet use.

installed in rthe

CONTROL BOX MK 3 MO0
w;m SUPPLY MK13 MO

BOMBSIGHT SANS SiGHT HEAD,

HAS COMPUTER
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Revised Publication List

BUORD has issued a revision to Ordnance
Data 7012, This OD is entitled "Publica
tions Reguirements List for Alreraft Activi-
ties”.

oD 7012,

1st Revision, dated 30 Oecr

1950 is the basic requirements list of Bureau
of Ordnance publications for aircraft activi-
ties, and includes applicable Department of
the Air Force and Department of the Army
Ordnance publications which are stocked a
District publications and printing offices.

does not

BUORD intend to restrict any

s g

PUBLICATIONS REQUIREMENTS Li5T

MRCRAFT ACTIVINES

L O T T

OD 7012 REVISED RESEMBLES ORIGINAL LIST

squadron to the publications or quantities
listed. Additional publications may be re-
quested in accordance with instructions con-
tained in OP O, but generally it is desirable
to order only those applicable to a particular
squadron. New BUORD publications will be
initially distributed without request to ap-
propriate activities

This publication should be checked ar
regular intervals to make sure that squadrons
have the minimum requirements of ordnance
publications. However, it is not intended that
this publication be carried in aircrafe for
use rtherein. The publications listed cover
all Navy aircratr squadrons. Individual squad-
rons, however, are required to have only
those publications applicable to equipment
operated.

OD 7012, 1st Revision, which has been
distributed to the Fleet supersedes NAVORD
oD 7012 of 15 November 1948,

Feed Mechanism Changes

The Bureau of Aeronautics is manufac
turing a new gun heater system which in-
cludes a heater for the 20 mm feed mecha-
nism AN-M2. Before the heater can be
attached to the feed mechanism, several holes
must be drilled through the forward end of
the frame assembly.

Drilling  Instructions: The sketch illus-
trates the location and drilling derails of the
holes. Note that the three 13/64 inch holes

SKETCH INDICATES WHERE HOLES MUST BE MADE

are drilled through plate A7226855, bearing
3 plate Azz22:331 and end (frame)
t4, Plate a7z is welded to end
C7225904. These holes accommodate screws

provided with rhe heater, for attaching the
hedter to frame.

A fourth hole, 2 inch s drilled
through the end (frame)} cizzsad and is
located as shown in section A-A
permits the heater electrical
pass through the frame.

OML to be liswed: Pending the issuance
of an Ordnance Material Letter covering the
above details, fleet maintenance and author-
1ized gun overhaul activities are requested to
accomplish the drilling as soon as possible.
Instrucrions for obraining heaters and as-
sembling to the feed mechanism will be
disseminated by the Bureau of Aeronautics.

20 mm Vent Plug Suggested

Pending availability of the improved gas
system described in the September 1950 is-
sue of NAVAER NEWS, BUORD recommends
the use of gas cyclinder vent plug B72sss;
stock number Joa1-P-g3ss-35,

Firing tests have proved that plug Br2sssss
15 superior to part B7229626. The improved
part is available, and if not on hand, may be
requisitioned in the manner prescribed in
OP 1520, Plug B723ssss is readily identified by
several distinguishing characteristics:

|. The gas vent passages have been in-
creased in diameter from 0.081 inch to 0.086

~

This hole
recepracle to

3.

inch (No. 44 drill) and are drilled on an
angle 45° to the center line.

2, The hexagonal head is not counter
bored

Technical Manual 9-229 conrains instruc-
tions for the removal and assembly of the
vent plug.

O i

SOMEBODY OUGHTA TELL JONES THAT'S NCOT THE
WAY TO CATAPULT PLANES FROM A CARIER.
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LETTERS

The January issue of NANEWS said of
vP-g4, "Later assessments credited vP-g4 with
six kills which made them #1 squadron in
submarine sinkings in World War I1.”

Come, come, chums! While 1 don’t ques-
tion 84's claim to having some of the coldest
duty in that war, lec me read to you from
ve-83's PUC:

"Patrol Sguadron 83 , . . pressed home
numerous atracks and, despite heavy antiair-
craft fire, sank one enemy lwlian and six
German submarines. These courageous officers
and men further played a major role in
sinking a seventh German submarine and an
armed German blockade runner, and assisted
in destroying an eighth German U-boat.”

Much as I'd like to, | can't even claim top
spot in sub killings for my old squadron on
the strength of thar paragraph. If I did, I'm
afraid some of the CVE ASW boys—who
were also present—could prove me wrong.

LCoR. W. D, DEIBLER
Security Review Branch
Office of Public Information
Ofhice, Secretary of Defense

1 A recheck of submarine sinkings in World
War Il prove you correct. The reason VIP-83 was
not crowned the #1 submarvine-sinking sguadron
was that it operated as VPRB-107 for about half
the war, thus fooling our “U-boat kill editor.”
Records show VP-83 sank German subs on 6 and
13 of 1943, an Italian on April 15, then changed
its name to VPB-107 and got u U-boat on 23
July, two assists on 11 August and 5 November,
ancther sub on 26 November, 6 February 1944
and 29 September 1044,

A=
SIRS:

The subject of my letter is flying equip-
ment belonging to an ynknown naval avia-
tor. This request 1 make in the form of a
plea for aid in finding the man and return-
ing his gear.

This returning 1s more of a matter of per-
sonal obligation and honor, rather than any
front of patriotism or concern over financial
indebtedness: indeed, its value exceeds (to
me) either of the last two mentioned—and
I maintain sincerely my integrity in so stat-
ing.

In the winter of 1945-46, two naval avia-
tors were ferrying TBIF's (of Grumman, or
leased-out make) bearing British insignia.
One developed engine trouble, and rather
than bail out over water, stretched for Balt-
more (no crash equipment available). He
landed safely and was rugged to the Army
hangar, to await an engine change. I believe
the engine crew came from Norfolk, or
thereabouts.

The pilot's light flying gear has been in
my possession since. My own time in the
service, travelling, school and at work has
been dragged by this burden, but never to
the point where I could put away its return.

Now, sir, my appeal is to you, whem 1
feel can, if you will, in some way help me.
Can you advise me where to seek some infor-
mation on the pilot of such a trip? Or could
a properly-worded insertion in your maga-
zine be expected to give any results which
mighr offer specific derails.

I would, if permissible, remain anony-
mous, save to you, and the pilot concerned.

J. J. P
WAYNESBURG, PENN.
1 We're stumped. Anyone got any idea how this
conscience-stricken gentleman can return that

mear T
SIRS:

International good will was illustrated
vividly here recently when the Commanding
Officer of NAS MINNEAPOLIS and seven
station officers participated in a “hands across
the border” celebration. They attended the
annual military ball held in Winnepeg,
Manitoba as guests of the Canadian Naval
Reserve of HMCS Chippawa ( Yes, they spell
it "awa”).

As marches of the military units were
played, the members stood on their chairs at
the banquer tables. When “Anchors Aweigh”
was played, the U.S. Navy stood on its
chairs (withour falling off), taking a furi-
ous round of applause.

In the receiving line all US. reservists
were greeted by bagpipers playing “Side-
walks of New York.” NAS representatives
also attended Remembrance (Canadian Arm-
istice) Day services and military review be-
fore returning home,

Return of courtesies came when the Chip-
pawa representatives formed a colorful addi-
tion to the annual military reception and
inspection at NAS MINNEAPOLIS staged for
Commander, Naval Reserve Training and
Commander, Marine Corps Air Reserve
Training.

CDR. GEORGE F. HOPPE
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER
NAS MINNEAPOLIS

> o
SIRS:

I enjoyed reading your article "Needn't Be
Ashamed of Specs” in the November issue
of NANEWS.

As and old pv driver in vPB-125 the same
time as associate editor Andy Bright, 1 look
forward to receiving the NANEWS each
month. This month, however, broughr a
double interest since 1 am now an optometrist
here in Colombia, Missouri. The skipper
mentioned in your article might try wearing
bifocals, they're good for what ails him.

Although I'm now a Medical Service Corps
reservist now where I can do the Navy the
most good, 1 still enjoy reading about naval
aviation. Keep up the good work.

J. R. WARRICK, OD

VoL, CoMp. UNIT 933
COLUMBIA, MO,
* Three Captains we know of heaved big sighs
of relief after reading the article and visited the
digpensary in Washington. They now weir
glusses without compunetion. Are there any
more testimoninls ¥
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