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UNITED STATES NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 128 


United States Nav':!.l Cons!:ruction Battalion 128 was originally activated a~ Camp Peary, 

Virginia, early in Sep!:ember 1943. On 9 Sep~ernber 1943, the battalion, numbering about 

1,100 men, was transferrtcd to Camp Endico ., Davisville , Rhode Island, for Advance Base 

training. The Ofi':c:er in Ch-t.rge u 1 0 tober 1943 was Lieutenant Commander Rupert A. 

Sterzik, CEC, USNR. On 19 October, the Battalion was 'Tansferred 1;0 C'lmp Parks, 

PleasF.:nton, California, for OVe seas as ignm('n . How ver, its personnel shortly became 

part of the operating force t!:h Uni ed St~__e s Naval Construcd orl Battalion Rep1iicement 

and Recuperation Center at Camp Piirks, a d the Battal'oI! w ~ inactivated there on 31 

January 1944. 

The 128th Ni'lval Constru ' on Sa ' on (Po oon) wa .. a ~:vaved again on 28 September 

1944 at Camp Endicott wi h U euren. nt Comma nder Alexander C . Husband, CEC, USN, 

as Officer in Charge. In July 8,nd August of that year, Se'lbees, who previously had 

demonstrated the effect:~ eness 01 the "magI box" at Salerno, Anzio and Normandy, 

were ?:I.rIi ing at Da ovUle. These were the pontoon veter an of United Stii' e Naval 

Constru tion Battal on Det· chment 1006 and W 47 . The greater portion of both units 

formed rhe nu Ie 8 of the 128!:h. 

After a brief tr a' g period, the Batal 0 , .:.' ompnsing about 1, 200 men, en~rained 

in three tchelons for the West Coas . On 27 and 28 Ocr.obe r 1944, it .,IIlved a'.: Camp 

Parks, Pleasanton, Californ 'a , for fur ther train g. On 25 November, :he battalion 

boarded the (iSS Sibley or duty in he Pa iiic Ocean Area . 

The Sibley rea h d pe:.rl Harbor, Terr'tory of Hawaii, on 2 Dec:embe:::o. The 

Seabees of the Sa alion dis ~mbarked, took up quarters at ~e Adva7" ce Base Receiving 



Depot at IroqullIis Point , l:ind were assigned to the Thirty-sir.!:h United States Naval 

Construction Regiment , At near by Intrepid Point, where the battalion moved its head

quarters in la te January 1945, the Battalion assembh~d por!:oon equipmen,; in preparation 

for amphibious opera ion.:', . 

In December 1.944, the Battalion formed int o Pon~oon B<l r ge Plat oons ::Ind Pontoon 

Causeway Pla~oon5, and ach platoon consisted of 1 offi cer and 22 e isted men , Late in 

the month, the plat oons bega L to depart for the West rn PA.cmc, The ph-toons travelled 

singly aboard Ti'lnk L .:I.nd~ng Ships, and d r~ng opera~ion we r e attached to Commander, 

Amphibious Forces, United States PacU' FIe t. Other pl il.:oons ollowed at interv~.ls 

t:hrough 4 M:)rc:h 1945, and by tha t da~e over 800 mer1 w.;"re 50 engaged . 

Aboard :he LST's, the Seabees 01 '::he Ba .. allon "ood sign"!l watches and pon'::oon C3.use

way watches , and a ssisted i Ii haul 'ng, s tor ing, and loa.di ng . The highly-specialized 

pon!:oon units spread oct across :he Pacifi , In _he Russell Is lands , platoon pra ctked 

amphibious landings , EI v _n LST's bea r ing 128"~h Seabpes a r r ived in the Philippines 

for cargo operations in Februa ry 13 :J.d Mar h of 1945 . Seven of thes~ dep rte d fter a 

month to ta ke pa r t :i n the p ndlng inva. ion of Okinp. wa, w I four pI e d a mo __g the 

Philippine Islands until Jul n addition, platoonR wer e a : Guadal- nal , New Guine3., 

Tulagi, Ue'~hi, -Ind Sa 'van , 

While it:; pt rsonnel were eng'" ged at these fa r -fltiIlg loca tion s, the l28th, !:ogether 

with ~;he brwa.rd echeion of t;he Th " d -stxth In:ted State s Naval Construction Regiment, 

arrived !1':: GU3.m on 31 Marc h 1945, 

On Gua m , the Bat:alion constr u .ted a c.amp .3.nd a pontoon assembly yard, whlle 

at Leyte-Samar and oth r loca_io "ts L T-bas'"'d po toon crews were prepar ing for 

the invasion of Okinaw3. . 

http:Okinp.wa
http:interv~.ls


The invasion of Okinawa d other Ryukyu Is lands, one of the major amphibious 

operations of the war, saw!:he reconvergencE' of severa l 128th plat oons. Four days 

b~fore D-d"iY ~hree caus ew_y platoons of ::he 128th landed with a force of Marines in 

Kerama Retto, ::l. sma ll gro . p of i. land~ off Okin~ wa, a nd empla ed causeways while 

under air attack and snlpe r fire . The rna 1 'orce hit the we _· te rn be-3.ches of Ok'~nawa on 

D-day, Easter Sunday, April ]945, :lnd 669 men the Bat:alion ook pa rt in the as sault. 

The 128th Se2bee8 had :he first useway i' _t e wat~r by 0800 on D -day a d bea hed 

sever al ca u ewa y by noon. T r o ps , . mml1 '':ion, fuel, ar..d cargo we re hnded by pontoon 

barges by the day after D -day. At Red Bea.ch, a 1, 425 -faa! floating poil!oon pier was in 

operation by 3 April. In all, the pIa>.: 0 5 phced 28 set~ of 2 -'se c 'on by 30-sec.tion pontoon 

auseways. More than 64,000 troopa J.l'!ndt'>.d dr y -. h od, and 0 er llO, 000 -':on..'l of cargo 

were unloaded over the se s uc_ 're , wh; h wer e used more extens'vely tha n :in any 

previous Pa cific OpE r a . on. 

A;; ie Shl m St , 5 m 'les we~ of Ok-naw'i,llre platoon c r e ws landed and encountered 

thf; mos~ in _en i . e bea.~·h r e s l an ' '- r Jlc R l~ ding~ . C3.5uaJ:ies did not derer 

the 128th Sea bees fro 1 placing c · u eway ;o . C elerat~ ~h invasion " Another dangerous 

job W 8S the repair of bJ .J e dam s-g ' t o the- ~h_ps 5' re.:>:Jng th in a ding forces from the 

-nCUr gi OD S of Ka mi kaze plane . A: Kel '; ffi2 Retto, ("~bo t 100 men of the ..28~n Se,~.bees 

m ade on ~the - - pot r e p .:iB to ships under h,:..Z rdo' bac:lF oncU,,: on~ . 

Pontoon warping rugs assembled and InanLed by the ba _.4 Ii D kep' pie r s and ca s e 

ways tn place during ,g; severe storm or 4 Apr il. T he t u al 0 clear ed he beaches of 

scores of landing craft and b ge beached by eh ' s ar m '" de;:; . 
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The operationill platoons returned to Guam from May through July where they were 

outfitted and redeployed to v<l.rious locations. Five causeway platoons landed on Banika 

Island in the Russell Group of the British Solomon Islands on 24 July 1945. There they 

assembled 25 strings of I-section by 30-section causewAys and 40 sets of operational 

gear, most of which they then loaded aboard LST 's , On 17 October 1945, these l28th 

Seabees assisted in the camp evacuation and final cleanup r.md returned to the l28th 

Battalion Headquarters on Guam. Other barge and causeway platoons travelled between 

the Marianas, Ryukyus, and the Phil' ppines in July and August, 

Pontoon operations continued after V-J Day. In September and October 1945, about 

450 men of the battalion partiCipated in the landing of occupation force s in Japan, Korea , 

and China. At Aomori, Jap n, pontoon barges were used to a ssist the Army in unload

ing cargo. The l28:h Seabee s unloaded seven cau _way sets at Yokahama and operated 

barges in Hokkaido. In Korea, they 1a nched three causeways near Inchon. 

At Shanghai, cheering throngs, fir e crackers, and clashing cymbals attended the 

arrival of the Allied t roops. On the Wbangpoo River a t Shanghai, Seabees of the l28th 

Battalion operated four pontoon bar ge s and placed a pontoon cause way. They also 

placed a causeway at Tients:i.n, Ch ·Ita . 

The platoons deplcyed to Japan, Kor ea, and h ina r eturned to GUam in 0 t ober 1945, 

where they were joined by the platoons j~st r eturned from Banika Island, The 128th 

Seabees prepared for redeploymen home . In the orga,ruzationa l changes incidental 

to demobiliza tion, the l28th Con8tr uction Battalion was hitted on 24 October from the 

Thirty-sixth to the Thirty-fifth Naval Construction Regiment. Battalion personnel were 

transferred to other units for r e turn home. The Bat alion wa s i a.ctivated at Guam on 

20 November 1945. 
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U.S, 

1 Ap r 67 

26 Oct 67 to 
12 Jul 68 

17 Jan 69 t o 
Aug 69 

Aug 69 

To date 


Naval Mobile Construction Bat talion One hundred twen t y-e ignt 

April 1967 - To date 

u, S. Naval Mobile Cons truction Battalion One hundred tHenty-eight 


vias established at the Nava l Cons t ruction Bat t alion Cen ter, 


Gu l f po r t , Mis s i ss ipp i . 


Headquart ers f or the ba ttalion were at Camp Faulkner, Danang 


Eas t , Vi etnam . The battalion par t i a lly completed construction 


of Ammuni tion Supply Point One near Danang; cons tructed s ecurity 


t ower s , two - story barracks, admi n i s tra t ion bui l dings , and 


war ehouse s . They erected a wa ter purifica tion plant ; built a 


IOO-bed t emporary hospita l; built two 1 ,000 man can tonments ; 


r epl ac ed water lines up Monkey Mountain; and, repaired a runway. 


Ba t ta lion headquarters \Ver e at Camp Rhode s , Quang Tri Comba t 


Base . The ba tta l ion stra igh tened , widened , r e-rout ed , e l eva t ed 


and mai n t ained 12-mi l es o f Rou t e One . In addi tion , t hey t ook 


over, f or maintenance and compl etion , other pr oj ects, inc l udi ng 


construction of a I , OOO-man galley and a SO D-man ga l l ey, air 


craft park ing a prons and hangars, a theate r and chapel, and 


office buildings wi t h in t h e Combat Base . At other locations 


they constructed an ammunition suppl y point; b ui l t a water 


treatment and distribut ion f acility ; and, built hos pi tal wards 


with covered walkways . 


The fi r s t two planes r e t urning MCB One hundred twen t y-eigh t 


personne l f rom Vietnam to Gul fpo r t , Mississ i ppi , ha d to be 


diver ted because of typhoon Cami l le : one plane landed at Tampa , 


Florida , and the oth er landed at McGuire Ai r For c e Base, 


New Jersey . As the men of the batta l ion a r rived at Gul fport , 


they a ss i s t ed in s ear ch and recovery ope ra t ions , evacuation 


of refugees, and cleared debris . The battal i on ha s c ontinued 


to do re pair work at the Gulfport Cen t er. 




MCB One-hundred Twenty-eight (Gulfport) 

Reestablished at Gulfport, Mississippi 1 Apr 67 


Danang, Vietnam Oct 67 - Jul 68 


Disestablished 17 Nov 69 


Quang Tri, Vie tnam Jan 69 - Aug 69 


, 

MCB One-hundred Twenty-eight Disestablished 17 Nov 69 



128'5 World War II Heritage 

The 128th Naval Construction Battalion (Pontoon) was activated on 28 September 1944 at Camp Endicott 

with Lieutenant Commander Alexander C. HUSBAND, (EC, USN as Commanding Officer. The greater por

tion of Battalion Detachments 1006 and 1057, pontoon veterans of Salerno, Anzio and Normandy formed 

the nucleus of the 128th. After a brief training period, the 1200 man Battalion went to Camp Parks, Pleasan

ton, California, for further training. On 25 November the Battalion boarded the USS SIBLEY for duty in the 

Pacific Ocean area. 

The invasion of Okinawa and other Ryukyu Islands, one of the major amphibious operations of the war, saw 

the reconvergence of several 128 platoons. Four days before D-Day three causeways platoons of the 1 28th 

landed with a force of Marines in -Kerama Retto, a small group of islands off Okinawa, and emplaced cause

ways while under air attack and sniper fire. The main force hit the western beaches on Okinawa on D-Day, 
Easter Sunday, 1 April 1945, and 669 men of the Battalion took part in the assault. The 128 Seabees had the 

first causeway in the water by 0800 on D-Day and had beached several causeways by noon. Troops, ammu

nition, fuel and cargo were landed by pontoon barges by the day after D-Day. At Red Beach, a 1,425 foot 

flooting pontoon pier was in operotion by 3 April. In all, the platoons placed 28 sets of two-section pontoon 
causeways. More than 64,000 troops landed dry-shod, and over 110,000 tons of cargo were unloaded over 

these structures, which were used more extensively than in any previous Pacific op_eration. 

The operational platoons returned to Guam from May through July where they were outfitted and rede

ployed to various locations. Pontoon operations continued after V-J Day; in September and October 1945 
about 450 men of the Battalion participated in the landing occupation forces in Japan, Korea, and China. 

In late October 1945, the platoons deployed to Japan, Korea, and China returned to Guam where they 

were joined by platoons returning from other locations. The 128 Seabees prepared for redeployment home 
and were inactivated to other units for the stateside return. The Battalion was deactivated at Guam on 20 

November 1945. 
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