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THE H1STORY OF 
U. S. NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION SEVENTY-ONE 

F-iAM. c.ornmi..6<5.i.oned on 28 ApJUl 1943, NMCB-77 made a eovu,p-i.euoLL61y out6tancUng 
WaJt lle.c.Olld duJUng WWl1, c..uim.irtaUng .in the Navy UnU: Corrrnenda.,t.i.on Awalld nOll W 
paJr.:t .in the. OlU.nCOOln htva<5.ion and ~ub.6e.quent opeJr.t;t:tioru,. The. oll-i.girtai SEVENTY-ONE 
pia.ye.d no <5 mail. 1l0iR.. in Clte.a.ting the. Se.ab ee. "Can Vo 1/ le.gaey. 

Vec.o~~.i.one.d in Ve.eembe.ll 1945, NMCB- 71 e.w:tul oniy in the me.moll.iu 0 6 :tho~e. 
who ~e.Ilve.d wUh hell and o~ .tho~e. ~he. ~e.Ilved un:tU. he.ll nwnbe.ll Wa.6 annoLLnc.e.d l.o.t:e in 
:the .6umme.ll o~ 1966 M one. 06 the. ba:Ct.a..tUJn6 wh.ic.h woutd be lleeomm-i.6.6.ioned t.o meet 
the. c.ha.U.e.ngu 06 .incJle.a<5e ho~me ac..tivWu in SoutheMt M.ia.. 

U. S. Naval Mo bile Co ru,.tILu.cUon Ba:Ct.a..tUJn 71 WM lleeomm-i.6~ioned on Oc.tobe.ll 4 
196 av.{,.6V e. 0 e .6 n an c.om 

Some 0 .i.;t6 maj oJ[. aeeomp e,.{.yt e u lU alteLl, Welle eoru, uilion 06 
nume.llOU6 Ileady 11 e./lviee magau.nu, a heUpollt, hOfJ p..Uai. , 8, 00 0-11 eJU. amphLthea.te.Jt, 
1LO c.fZ. cJr.Lt6 hing plan.tfJ and a vM.ie..ty 06 ~,.tolUtge and hangaJt bt.Ui.dingll. In adcUti..on, 
SEVENTY-ONE deployed oive Seabee Te.a.m6 in t he Mekong Ve.l:ta.; PJtOvicLUtg a.fJ~ifJ.ta.nee 
til the V.ie.tnamue people by buUcUng bltldgu and 1le.6ugee. hOLL6.ing, Ilepa-i.lling hOllp.{.­
.ta.1.fJ and tluUtUng V.ie.tnamue cJta.6.t6men. 

the ba..tta.U.on Wa.6 

PueJr.to rueo .itt May 1969. M tite a.ieJt.t 
ba;t;ta.t,Lon 06 the U. S. At.i.4nUc. Fleet, NMCB- 11 wall .ta<5 fled wUh mabt.tai.n.ittg .the 
JLea..di..null c.apawy to mount-ou:t ·w.ith 48 ho/..I!LfJ no.tLc..e. 

In AugLL6t 1970, the ba.tta..Uon deployed .to the U. S. Na.vy Ba..6e, Gwmtanamo Bay, 
Cuba. One 06 SEVENTY-ONE'~ "6iJt.6.tfJ" inc1..u.ded the opeJta..t.i..ovu, 06 the dJtedge "Seabee 
II". COM.tJtu.mon 00 a $1 m.iW.on Ett.U.6ted Men'.6 Club 00 .60pluldic.a.ted eonc.Jte.te 
de6.ign and a MaJt-i.ne BaJIJta.Clu eomplex 06 53 Ba.by Bu;tiVL Hu.u pllOvided eho.lienge6 in 
qu.a.U;ty eon6.tJtu.c.tion .tJuU.ning. . 

The depioymen.t a.i..ho fJaw de.:t.o..<h .in Sic..Uy, Glleeee, and EtJu.opia. eJr.ec.:ting eom­
mwUc.a..tion antWnM and 6ac.i.U.ilu. SEVENTY-ONE ~o c.ompleted .the c.o~tJc.uc;Uon 
06 the Anmi. Uot Voc.k and fJucc.uIl6u.Uy li6ted a. dutJwyeJr. :to dJty-doek pOfJUion at 
VaviAvU1..e, Rhode IfJland. 

FOIL .La wolLk oJ[.:the 30th Naval Coru,:tJwc.tion Re .i.ment 
e a fJ eeon av Unit ommen 

CB­ epto ye .to Roo.6 ev Roa, 

http:fJucc.uIl6u.Uy
http:MaJt-i.ne
http:eonc.Jte.te
http:JLea..di
http:PueJr.to
http:amphLthea.te.Jt
http:magau.nu
http:av.{,.6V
http:Oc.tobe.ll
http:nwnbe.ll
http:me.moll.iu
http:Ve.eembe.ll
http:Corrrnenda.,t.i.on


VwvLng the homepold pcuUod 60Uow.btg the "GTMO" deployment :tite bat.taUon Wa.6 
at Melville, WuteJr1.1j and in Vav,u,ville, Rhode l.6la.nd c.on&:tJr.uettitg tJr.aJ.i.€A paJr.k.6, 
Itehabili.ta;tum 06 the MaJt.i.ne CoJt.p.6 8aJtJta.c.k.6 and eJLe.c.:Ung a. Hea.l:th Cen.teJL. The 
ba.:t..ta.Uon .6imuUa.ne.oU6ly deployed :to V..Lego GaJtc..Ut, BJtit.iAh IncU.a.n Oc.ean TeJr.Jr.i:tolty 
and AtLtaJr.cilc.a. dUJt.iJtg SeptembeJL and Oc.tobeJL '971, wUh .two Seabee Team6 deploye.d 
:to Vie.:tnam. The. main body aJrJri..ved o.;t Mc.Mwtdo S:ta:tion, Ant.:o.Jt.c.,Uc.a bl ea.Jt.l.y Oc.to­
belt and commenc.ed wOlLk on a vaJri..e.:ty 06 pltO j ec.U htc.lu.d.ing a 6.ur.ehoU6 e. and tele.­
phone exchaJlge, a c.onrnUJ1..i.ea..tion& -Outn&mLtteJl bu.U.cUng, 'POL Unu, a heLi.c.opteJL pad, 
a qUG.y e xteM,(0 n, an inc1.neJttLt<.on 6ac.il.-i.ty and a beJr-th.lng c.omplex. 1n No vembelL, a 
de.:tJU...f. Wa.6 .6 ent to New South Pole Sta,Uon and in Vec.embe.lt a.notheJL deta..il. Wa..6 .6 e.n.t 
.to cOlmlence woltk a;t S-iple. Sta.t-Wn. The ma.in body Ite.deploye.d to homepolLt -in la..te 
~ch 1972. Ne.aJLly ha.l6 the. ba.:tta1A.on Wa..6 .6ti.U de.ploqed to V-iego GaJlcJ.a. in 
.6uppoJt.t 06 PlLoje.c..t "Runde.e.Ir. S.ta.t..UJn" and lLe.:tuIuted to Va.v.i.6ville. in June 06 1972. 

Ve.ploymen.t6 ht the.. .f.a.tteJL pa.lr..t 06 1972 .6aw the. ma.in body agun on the. Antaltc­
U e. Conilnent 60Jt VEEP FREEZE 73 and .two dltedge tWn6 woltlUng atte.lr.l'ULtellj a;t And!r.o.6 
1.6i.a.nd -in the. BahamM. The An.ta.Ir.c..tic. de.ployment ltuuU:.e.d 1.n the. comp.f.e.t.Wn 06 the 
Siple StaXM)J1 pM j e.c..t, eJLec.U.on 06 a. Ge.odu.ic. dome and othe.lt .6tJtue-tuJr..e..6 o.;t the. 
Soldh Pole, and c.omple.timt 0,6 nwneJlOU6 PMje.d.h 1.n the McMUIldo Mea.. 

/-Iome.po!t.t tJuLLning WM undeJLtake.n and a nwnbeJL 06 pM j e.ct6 wruc.h e.XeJLc.M ed the. 
ba;t;ta..Uon '.6 cOMuuc.Uon .6 kil.t.6 and a.l6 0 plJ..ov-ided a new beach 6ac.A.i.liy a.:t Ca..t6 
PMtu/l.e PoW, COn.6,tltu.c..Uon in !JuppoJt:t 06 the Navy Re.Ue.6 CaJtn.i.va.l., night lighting 
60 Jt tlte main a.:thele,tic nield, and an e.x:te.n.6ion .to .the. .taJr.ge.:t JtepalA 6ac..LUtie..6 at 
Camp Foga.Jt:ty, M will a..6 ex.te.n&.ively -i..mpMve.d ltoad and dJtMnage. 6acA.Li;tiu at the 
mili.to.Juj TwMng Mea. 

Tn Oc..tobeIL 1973, ,the ba.:ttaLi..on deployed ili ma...in body .to the AntMwc Conil­
nen.t to c.onUnue. the· pJtevioU6 ~ed.6on ' .6 woJtk on the. New South Pale Sta;tWn comptex. 
VEEP FREEZE 74 ~o .involved e.On.6.tJtuction 06 an addition to the McMUAdo Station 
powe.Jt plant and the .iM.to.1.1..a.:Uon 06 :two 500 KW geJte.lr.atO/t6 I plM numeJlOM lte.pa...iA, 
m-tnoft e.On6tJr.uc..t.ion and huppoti 6unc..t.ioJ1.6 ~01t the. !Jc..i~.t.6 and na.va.i pe.Monnei. 
-involv e.d .in the. Ul1i.ted s.ta.:tu Antaltc.Uc Rue.a.Jr.c.h PlLOgJulm. SEVENTY-ONE pltOv-ided 
pe.MO)ul e..t , not on the mMn deployment .6.i:te, to M-3-iAt VaMOU.6 ac.ilviliu 1.n the 
Vav-iAville. M ea. and ,£n Novembe.Jt 1973 deployed a. detachment t o Gae.ta,I.ta.ly, .to 
W1de.Jt;ta ize. CO~l.6UUcLion 06 a ltec.ll.ea..tion pILoject .in .6UppolLt 06 6tee.t peJ1.6onnel .in 
:the EuJtopea.n aJtea. 

Th~_ VEEP FREEZE 74 deployment haw NMCB-71 .6e.t nume.lr.oM Anta.lr.c.U.c e.oMtJruction 
ftec.oftci6. PJto j ee.t H- 92, Addilion to the Viue.l. Ge.~eJtLLtOlt Plant i.n Me.Mwtdc p1l0­
c.eeded wLthout a hac.h and Wa..6 twme.d oVe.Jt to the Commande.lt, U. S. Nava..t Suppo~ 
FoJtce., Anta.Jtc.Uca an Feb~y I, 1974 a!J .6c.hedu.ted. At the South Pole, thing.6 
weH,(' 1.;,0 wete. .that the battalion completed not on.ty a.ll... the VF-74 CO Mbtuc..t.io n, 
blLt e..6-3 en.t.-i.1:LU.y an. the VF-75 COM:tJr.uc.U.on M well. 

The. mon-thJ., 06 AplUi.. , MaY' and June. 06 1974 haw the Itedep.toyed ba.t.:ta1J.on .6.ta.ging 
to make il'.6 bt.aJt.6ilion oJtOm the. "Ice" battaLum back to a nOlLmq.£. .fund oJt.ien.ted 
battalion, and on Ap~ 12, LCVR G. Ao ZIMMERMANN Ite.t.ieve.d LCVR W. /-I. KAY, JR., a..6 
SEVENTY-ONE'I.;, Command,(ng °66.tc.e.Jt· Mi.LU.aJtY' TJta..inbr.g WcU conducted, a numbeJL 06 
a.6phatt pav-ing jobh -in the Vav.i!Jville. a.lr.e.a welte c.ompleted and exie..n!Jive plte.pana­
tion nOft the upc.om.<.ng deployment to Bvunucia. wa.& i~ed. 

Tlte mon-th 0 Jui. .6ClW NMCB-71 chan e home. oJt.t.6 :to Gut OU MiA.6,u,.6.i i. The. 
b on aga..<J1 con u e IUUJUng an peA oJune a..6p pav..tl1g wo1t.k :to 
pltepaJle 601l U. S. Naval MIL S.:t.a.tion, Bvunucia'.6 mMn ltUY/Walj oveJr.huj p1t.ojec..t. The. 
ba.tta.l.ion Wa..6 in Gu16po~ 601t only 8 wee.k.6 be60lte it deployed .to Be.JLmuda.. VuJt1.ng 
t.h.-i.6 e. Ultemely bM y a.nd hectic. homepoJt:t peJLiod, the ba.ttL.t.U,on expe.Jt,£e.nc.ed a. 
peMonlle.i tLVtnovelt 06 67 pe.Jr.ce.n.t. 
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MCB Seventy-one (Davisvtlle) 

Reestablished at Davisville, Rhode Island 4 Oct 66 


Chu Lai, Vietnam Apr 67 - Oct 67 


Chu Lai, Vietnam Apr 68 - Oct 68 


Roosevelt Roads, Puerto 'Riee~~ May 69 - Jan 70 


Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Aug 70 - Apr 71 


Antarctica Oct 71 - Feb 72 


Antarctica Oct 72 - Feb 73 


Antarctica Nov 73 - Feb 74 


Bermuda Sept. 74 - May 75 


MCB 71 was transferred to NCBC t Gulfport, MS, in July 1974, and 

decommissioned at Gulfpo~t in July 1975. 

MCB Seventy-one 
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