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President Authorizes Activation of Reserves

Personnel from Mobile Comstruction Battalions Twelve and Tweanty-two
have been recalled for active duty effective 13 May. Man possessing drill
pay orders and a mobilization assigmnment to one of these battalions will
be recalled to active duty for & period not to exceed a maxiwm of 24 months.

Headquarters for MCB 12 is Boston, Massachusatts. Approximately 500
men from 18 Reserve Training Centers in the New England area will be affected
by the call-up. It is hoped that volunteers will bring the battalion's
strength up to more than 700,

The men of MCB 12 will be returming to Gulfport, Mississippi, after
recantly completing two weeks of sctive duty training there in February
of this year. Gulfport will be twelve's processing center and homeport.

The battalion's Commanding Officer {s Commander James J. Lee, CEC, USNR,
of Acton, Mass.

Coustruction Battalion Divisiom 1-6 from Fields Point Training Center,
Providence is the only Rhode Island division affected,

Individuals reporting for assignment to MCB 22 will come under the
cognizance of Commander Righth Kaval District, New Orleans, Louisiana,
with battalion headquarters fmx in El Paso, Texas.
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Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two

The Seabee Reserve units, composed of organized and volunteer
units, were first established at the end of World War II. The function
of the Construction Battalion Reserve organization is to be ready for
possible mobilization in the event of war or national emergency. Reserve
units were organized as divisions, each division representing a city.
Larger cities sometimes had more than one division. Each Naval District
was in charge of all divisions within its district. Reserve Mobile
Construction Battalion Twenty-two was made up of the divisions under
the cognizance of the Eighth Naval District which included Oklahoma,
Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas and New Mexico.

In May 1959 Seabee Reservists from the Eighth Naval District under-
went two weeks of technical training with Mobile Construction Battalion
One and Mobile Construction Battalion Four. Reservists from Naval
Reserve Construction Battalion Division 8-14 of Oklahoma City,

Oklahoma trained at Roosevelt Roads Naval Station, Puerto Rico. They
were assigned to two special projects: the construction of a head
wall and the beginning of a 60-inch concrete storm drainage culvert
and the construction of a 12-inch cast iron waterline down the side
of a very steep hill.

On 5 March 1961 the reserve divisions were organized into Reserve
Mobile Construction Battalions for the first time. At that time the
Seabee Reserve Divisions of the Eighth Naval District became Reserve
Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two, In that same year, for its
part in promoting the new Seabee Naval Reserve Program by staging a
public demonstration, one of the divisions from Reserve Mobile
Construction Battalion Twenty-two was commended for a job "well done"
by the Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, Rear Admiral Eugene J,.
Peltier.

In 1962 the Eighth Naval District's Reserve Mobile Construction
Battalion Twenty-two was once again recognized for its outstanding
performance, The J.J. Manning Trophy was presented to Naval Reserve
Construction Battalion Division 8-15 of Amarillo, Texas for its overall
performance, advancement of personnel, and rate of volunteers for active

duty.



During the summer of 1961, the Bureau authorized the "four-year
cycle training" for Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion unit training.
The Twenty-sécond was one of the first to take its two weeks of active
duty training as a unit at Davisville, Rhode Island.

In 1962 Phase I of the program was staged at Port Hueneme,
California with organizational training as the main objective.

Camp Pendleton, California was headquarters for the 1963 Phase II
program for the 10 divisions of Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion
Twenty-two. The reserve battalion was trained in Marine field combat-
type training which included weapon familiarization by firing on a
variety of ranges. It also underwent basic¢ individual and unit
defense training.

Besides their activity during the two-week training period each
year, the divisions frequently trained as a unit in doing needed
construction, repair, and improvement for various naval and community
organizations. In 1963, for example, Reserve Mobile Construction
Battalion Twenty-two constructed a chapel, keels for 30 aqua parade
floats, and facilities for several naval stations.

The chapel was constructed for Naval Air Station, Alvin Calendar
Field, Louisiana. 1In furnishing the chapel the Seabees of Reserve
Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two donated an unused mantel
which they had transformed into an attractive altar, one division
commanding officer donated new carpeting, and another division commanding
officer persuaded his church to donate pews.

In the summer of 1963, in less than a week, the Texan Seabees of
the battalion constructed keels for 30 water floats for the Austin Aqua
Festival's Water Parade. This was a rescue operation, because the
construction of the float fleet was lagging far behind schedule. With
the help of the Seabees, Austin had its Water Parade. Thus, in the
tradition of their World War II forebears, the reserve Seabees proved
that they too could build anything, anywhere, anytime.

Dallas Naval Air Station was the training grounds for the Seabees
of the battalion in July 1963. Commander William M. Peterson, Commanding

Officer of Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two scheduled



multiple drills in constructing and reconstructing base facilities.
Ten divisions participated in the construction of baseball backstops,
dugouts, a boat house, air conditioning and plumbing for the Enlisted
Men's Club, an access road, and a small pier.

In 1964, training once again centered at Port Hueneme. Nearly
500 Seabees of the Twenty-second Battalion constructed a tent camp,

a runway, a steel building, and all of the utilities and services
necessary to operate the camp.

In 1965, to complete the four-year-cycle training schedule,
Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two reported to the
United States Naval Amphibious Base, Coronado, California. By this
time the battalion comprised 17 reserve divisions from Louisiana, Texas,
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. Training in theoretical and
practical aspects of amphibious warfare, such as the construction of
pontoon causeways and the unloading of heavy equipment from ships,
was completed by the reservists on June 18.

With the completion of all four phases of training, the Seabees
were not only thoroughly skilled in construction but also were ready
for immediate mobilization should the need arise.

The two week active duty training did not stop after the four-
year-cycle program was completed. To maintain its military readiness,
the battalion trained at Gulfport, Mississippi in 1966 and at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina in 1967. Construction projects were the keynote
to training at Gulfport. There they constructed camp facilities, roads,
and many other structures. At Camp Lejeune the Seabees were trained
in hand~-to-hand combat, field fortifications, and other military
defense techniques.

In recognition of its many achievement and its readiness to fulfill
its military mission, Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two
was presented the John R. Perry trophy in 1967. Commander Raymond C.
Ward was Commanding Officer during the period in which the battalion was

judged "Best of Type'" of the Reserve Seabee Battalions.



One of the latest construction training projects completed by the
battalion was the Fellowship Hall at Corpus Christi, Texas in the spring
of 1968,

Because of the augmentation of Naval Construction Forces required
for the war in Vietnam, Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twenty-two,
with Commander Roy L. Dunlap, CEC, USNR, as Commanding Officer, was
ordered to active duty at Gulfport, Mississippi, effective 13 May 1968,
On that date, it lost its reserve status and became Mobile Construction

Battalion Twenty-two.



AWARDS WON BY NMCB 22, 1968 - 1969

Navy Unit Commendation
11 August 1968 - 31 December 1968

Meritorious Unit Commendation
01 January 1969 - 15 March 1969

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Gallantry Cross,
Medal Color with Palm)

13 August 1968 - 06 March 1969

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Civil Actions Medal
First-Class Color with Palm)

13 August 1968 - 06 March 1969

Vietnam Service Medal
13 August 1968 - 06 March 1969

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 22 was called to active
duty at the Naval Construction Battalion Center, Gulfport, Mississ
in May 1968. The battalion was deployed to Danang, Republic of
Vietnam, between August 1968 and March 1969. On 28 March 1969 the

battalion reverted to reserve status.
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