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“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”



Battalion History

Naval Construction Battalion (NCB) 14 was commissioned July 14, 1942 as the 14th Naval Construction Battalion
out of Camp Allen Norfolk, Virginia (Naval Construction Training Center) in support of WWIIL. The battalion’s first
commanding officer was CDR T. F, Reilly, Jr. The total number of personnel deployed from the 14th NCB was 991.

The 14th NCB departed September 9, 1942 by ship and arrived in Noumea, New Caledonia on September 30, 1942,
There they were tasked with building new facilities and constructing airfields, Their tasking changed on October 20,
1942, as resources were needed at Aola on Guadalcanal to build new facilities and construct airfields in support of
operation ACORN RED ONE. The 14th NCB arrived in Aola Bay on November 4, 1942 after surviving an attack by an
enemy submarine. While at Guadalcanal, they were constantly attacked by enemy air raids. Even amidst the attacks, the
14th NCB continued to survey the grounds for an airfield and create a temporary camp to accommodate the personnel
there. Once the area was clear, the troops departed Aola Bay and on November 26, 1942 landed on Koli Point. Shortly
after reaching Koli Point, the 14th NCB began work on the famed "Mahogany Bridge" where they successfully com-
pleted the connection of the Koli area with the Lunga area in less than two weeks. The 14th NCB also prepared an
emergency landing strip in 13 days.

The next big project for the 14th NCB was the 6-24 runway (Carney field) and the Northwest Taxi-way. This project
began on December 28, 1942 and was completed by March 23, 1943. A huge reconstruction project was r nbequired
due to damage caused by heavy rains in May of 1943. The reconstruction of the Mahogany Bridge plus the stabilizing
and resurfacing of the 6-24 runway were priorities, however camp repairs and improvements were also made at this
time. All of these projects were completed by June 15, 1943.

After detachment from Acorn Red One and being reassigned in July 1943, the 14th NCB was tasked with building
another bridge known as the Metaponia Bridge. This bridge was completed in 18 days. The 14th NCB was relieved by
the 61st NCB, and departed Guadalcanal on November 9, 1943. After a 3-day port visit to Pearl Harbor they arrived in
the United States at Camp Parks, California on December 11, 1943.

The 14th NCB departed for their second deployment on October 21, 1944 and arrived in Pearl Harbor on October
29, 1944. There they continued where they left off in November 1943, again under the command of CDR Reilly. The
14th NCB stayed in Pearl Harbor doing various projects until February 1945 when they made preparations for departure
to Saipan.

The 14th NCB landed and reported to the 8th Naval Construction Brigade and 35th Naval Construction Regiment on
April 1, 1945, At that time, they began staging for Okinawa, Japan. The Battalion landed on Okinawa on May 15, 1945.
There they did what they'd become known for, "build and fight." In June 1945 the 14th NCB performed several projects
such as, the Minecraft Storage Refuge, the Ship Pier Storage Yard and the Tengan Auxiliary Pier. Also, during this
period (June 27, 1945), the Battalion began reporting to the 10th Naval Construction Brigade and the 44th Naval
Construction Regiment.

On July 15, 1945 the 14th NCB fell under a new commanding officer, CDR C.J. Simandl. Under his command they
performed many tasks. They worked on the ammunition Piers, Chimu MoGas Farm (Sealines), GSK Warehouse, and
the other ongoing projects assigned to the battalion before he took over. CDR Simandl remained their commanding
officer until the deactivation of the battalion on April 12, 1946.

RNMCB 14 was commissioned on July 1, 1961. The Battalion readiness support site was established in Jacksonville,
FL where it is located today and was composed of 10 units located in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and Alabama
rightfully earning it the title "The Pride of Dixie".

The Battalion was re-designated NMCB 14 in July 1991, and was made up of 9 detachments in Florida, Georgia and
Puerto Rico. Between 1961 and 2004, NMCB 14 performed reserve training at such locations as Davisville, RI., Camp
Leleune, NC., Little Creek, VA and Camp Goshen VA., Gulfport, Camp Swampee and Pascagoula MS, Charleston SC,
Camp Pendleton CA, New Orleans LA., Pensacola, FL. and Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. The Battalion also deployed
overseas to locales like Spain, Germany and the Panama Canal Zone where they took part in jungle warfare training,
Other training performed during these deployments and annual training cycles included: developmental and organization




training, operation capability analysis, amphibious assault training, military/technical skills and various construction projects.

In March of 2004, NMCB 14 was called to active duty under the command of CDR John D. Prien HII in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom II. The Battalion deployed 397 members to Al Anbar Province Iraq, via Camp Morrell Kuwait.
During their seven-plus month deployment they participated in numerous civil-military operations including: construction
of three Iraqi Border Police outposts along the Iraqi border, a major camp improvement project in Husaybah for the
Marines, a 50 Southwest Asia (SWA) hut berthing project, a massive 125 SWA hut expansion project completed in less
than two months, a police academy, a detention center, an outreach center, improvements to an Iraqi National Guard
training facility and they took the lead in teaching Iraqi youth construction skills in the Iragi Construction Apprentice
Program (ICAP) which NMCB 14 graduated the first class in yhe country. Just weeks prior to the end of the deployment,
CDR Prien was promoted to Captain by the Commander of the First Marine Expeditionary Force (IMEF) Engineer Group
(IMEG), RADM Charles Kubic.

The Battalion returned from Iraq and arrived in Gulfport, MS on October 29, 2004. On November 2, 2004 a change
of command ceremony was held in which CAPT John D. Prien IIT was relieved by CDR Scott Shiver. CDR Shiver
continues to carry on the fine tradition of NMCB 14 and prepares the battalion for the next time they are called on to "build

and fight."
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