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“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”



Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twelve

Although the Seabees had operated from early 1942 as a Naval

- Construction Force, 1t was nthuntil 1948 that the Seabee Reserves

were organized. At their ihception the Seabee Reserves were organized
into divisions under the Naval District in which they were located.

Each diviston represented a city, though in larger cities there sometimes
were several divisions.

On 5 March 1961, for the first time the reserve divisions were
organized into Reserve Mobile Construction Battalions. On that date
Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twelve was established at the
Naval Construction Battalion Center, Davisville, Rhode Island and
consisted of the eleven divisions of the First Naval District that
had reported to the center for training. |

The Twelfth was the first Naval Reserve Construction Battalion
ever to be trained as a unit and underwent both military and construction
treining under combat conditions at Davisville, As part of their
training, the Seabees built a tent city and installec all utilities,
learned to fire small weapons, and studied safety techniques and
other related topics. Under its first commanding officer, Lieutenant
Commander John J. Cusack, CEC, USNR, the battalion spent its two weeks
at the center also learning how to operate as a mobile construction
battalion in preparation for the eventuality that it might be called
to active service during an emergency.

In January 1962, when Reserve Mobile Construction Battalion Twelve
next assembled as a full battalion, the officers and enlisted men of
the battalion joined active Mobile Construction Battalion Six at
Davisyille and at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina for technical and
military training.

While operating as members of separate divisions, the reserve
Seabees had the oprortunity to work on varied construction projects
in their home comunities and frequently contributed their skills to
building community facilities. In 1963 one division of the reserve

battalion went to Middleboro, Massachusetts and helped in constructing



and in making repairs to a YMCA camp. Working\with civilian volunteers,
the Seabees built cabins, repaired a number of other cabinsg, and
shingled the roofs of several camp buildings.

In 1964 Reserve Battalion Twelve was split into two sections for
its two-week summer training period. One group went to Guantanamo,
Cuba and worked alongside Mobile Construction Battalion One on facilities
at the Naval Base., Other divisions of the reserve battalion went to
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico and joined Mobile Construction Battalion
Seven in operating an asphalt batch plant and building a chapel for
the civilian population at Ceibo.

In 1965 the battalion again was split for its fraining. One
group went to Guantanamo, Cuba. Another went to the Naval Station
at Argentia, Newfoundland and rebuilt a bridge, installed telephone
cables, and did repairs on buildings and vehicles, A third section
of the battalion was airlifted to the Naval Amphibious Base, Little Creek,
Virginia and trained with Amphibious Construction Battalion Two in
assembling pontoon causeways, the laying of marine fuel and waterlines,
and the loading and unloading of heavy equipment on and off of séveral
types of ships. '

During the two-week training period in 1966, the entire reserve
battalion operated as a.unit at a Boy Scout camp at Goshen, Virginia.
At the camp the Seabees erected buildings and built a dam and a rifle
range complete with observation towers. The Seaﬁees also built water-
front facilities at the camp and worked on roads and administration ;
buildings before returning to their hometowns.

In 1967 the entire battalion went to Qamp Lejeune and spent two
‘weeks undergoing military training. In February 1968, the battalion
then went to Gulfport, Mississippi. There ;he officers and men were
given technical and crew training.

In 1968 the Salem, Massachusetts division of the battalion was
ranked as First in the First Naval District and Second in the

United States.



In April 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson decided to call up
some of the organized reserve units to augment United States forces
in Vietnam. Among these units was Reserve Mobile Construction
Battalion Tweive. The battalion entered active duty on 13 May 1968
at the Naval Construction Béttalion Center, Gulfport, Mississippi,

with Commander James J. Lee, CEC, USNR, as Commanding Officer,



AWARDS WON BY NMCB 12, 1968 - 1969

Navy Unit Commendation
22 September 1968 - 31 December 1968

Meritorious Unit Commendation
01 January 1969 - 28 March 1969

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Gallantry Cross,
Medal Color with Palm)

01 September 1968 - 30 April 1969

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Civil Actions Medal,
First-Class Color with Palm)

21 September 1968 - 27 April 1969

Vietnam Service Medal
21 September 1968 - 27 April 1969

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 12 was called to active
duty at the Naval Construction Battalion Center, Gulfport, Mississi
in May 1968. The battalion was deployed to Danang, Republic of
Vietnam, between September 1968 and April 1969. On 14 May 1969 the

battalion reverted to reserve status.
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