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MISSION AND HISTORY OF CBU-4l7 

Construction Battalion Unit FOUR ONE SEVEN was 
established at Naval Air Station, \<lbidbey Isl and on 
15 August 1971 to maintain a readily available tmit 
of trained Seabees" tools, and equipment to conduct 
military disaster recovery and field construction 
operations. With an or1ginal restriction to con
struction or health J welfare, and morale enhanci.f1.g 
fa<!ilit1es, CBUs provided both the Seabee and sailor 
with more suitable living and duty conditions. !"ore 
recently" the restriction to personnel support pro
jects has been llfted, allowing CBUs to construct 
virtually any type of proj ect . 

Unit Seabees have been engaged in a wide range of 
projects varying 1n size !'rom the w..stallation of a 
sink in the Special Services Marina. t o the construc
tion of the $400,000.00 Navy Exchange Auto Service 
Center. Approximately 1.4 mil lion dollars worth of 
materials and 66,000 mandays of Seabee l abor have 
been utilized in 199 separate proj ects . Sorre of the 
not able projects that have been compl eted are the 
suspended ceiling and parking lot at N1rnitz Hall) an 
extension of the CAN-OO-INN at Rocky Point, n:oderni
zati on of BEQ 1, the Auto Hobby Shop ., the Security 
Pol ice faci l ity, and the golf course maJnt en2J1Ce faci
lity. This past year the unit was again called out 
to provide flood control ass istance at the .I\rl.acortes 
lIJater treatnEnt plant and t o assist Public Wor ks in 
base snow removal. 

All construction projects as well as personnel and 
training programs conducted by CBU-417 provide all 
unit personnel the opportunity to develop" TM.intain, 
and improve their t echnical and l eadership abilities . 
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Construction Battalion Unit Realignment 
 

On 18 October 2004, the Chief of Naval Operations sent out OPNAV INST 3111 which 
realigned or disestablished Construction Battalion Units (CBUs), and relocated a number of 
Construction Battalion Maintenance Units (CBMUs).  The purpose was to align active CBUs 
with reserve CBMUs into two active CBMUs with reserve DETs to enhance command and 
control.  The alignment enhanced command and control of the units and improved 
responsiveness to combat commanders. 

The revised mission for the CBMU was "to deploy rapidly to provide follow-on operations, 
maintenance, repair and limited construction capabilities at advance base shore facilities 
constructed by Naval Mobile Construction Battalions (NMCBs) ... Provide Forward Operating 
Base (FOB) facility and logistic support to designated Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF), 
Marine Expeditionary Group (MEG) Command Elements, and NSW squadrons... Operate, 
maintain and repair shore facilities and utilities in support of forward deployed, ground-based, 
fleet hospitals ... Construction Readiness Training (CRT) projects at designated Naval shore 
activities."  

 
Organizational Changes 

CBMUs moved:  

CBMU 202 from Camp Lejeune to NAB Little Creek  

CBMU 303 from NAS North Island to San Diego, CA  

CBUs disestablished: 

CBU 401 Great Lakes  

CBU 403 US Naval Academy  

CBU 405 NAS North Island  

CBU 411 Norfolk  

CBU 414 Groton  

CBU 415 Virginia Beach  

CBU 417 Whidbey Island  

CBU 420 Naval Station Mayport (FL)  

CBU 421 NS Everett  

CBU 423 Norfolk  

CBU 427 San Diego  



 
CBUs realigned:  
 

CBU 402 NAS Key West to CBMU 202 DET Key West  

CBU 402 NDW Anacostia Annex to CBMU 202 DET Washington DC  

CBU 406 NAS Lemoore to CBMU 303 DET Lemoore  

CBU 410 NAS NAS Jacksonville to CBMU 202 DET Jacksonville  

CBU 412 Kings Bay to CBMU 202 DET Kings Bay  

CBU 413 NS Pearl Harbor to CBMU 303 DET Pearl Harbor  

CBU 416 NAS Fallon to CBMU 303 DET Fallon  

CBU 418 NSB Bangor to CBMU 303 DET Bangor  
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