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Locsti on 	- Dutch Harbor· CBMU 635 

8-18-45 - 1 Au..c;'45 report of CSt U 635 - located at Dutc!: Harbor. 15 men re~lrned to their 

r gular duties with the battalion during Ju1'45 leavill8 a total ')f 2 offers and 

84 men on DD lsewh re in the 8 ctor. 20 men were returned to the U.S. for disch­
arge dar! Jul 14. D te of Activ~tion of this it i 15 Jul'45. 


18-45·· 	 1 Sept' 45 report of CBMU 635 - located at Dutch Harbor. 2. officers and 71 rna"! ar~ 
on te • detathd duty in the sector. On 9 Aug'45 36 men wer~ transferred from 
CBMU 635 and assigned to th e llAth as. On 29 Aug' 45 36 men from th 114tb CB were 
received by OBKU 635. On 29 Aug'45 60 en re transferred to the U.S. for discharg. 

10-22-45 - 1 Oct 145 report of c:BMlJ 635 - located. at Dutoh Harbor. 2 off. & 55 men ere on 
tempdu at Cold ~ay-. Alaska. 

11-23-45 _ 1 Nov l 45 renort of CBMU 635 - located at Dutch Rarbor. 
12-20-45 - 1 D c'45 report of CBMU 635 - located at Dutch Haroor. 
1-a9-46 - 1 Jan'46 report of C1MU 635 - loc~ted at NOB. Dutch Rarbor. 'as~~. 

3-1-46 - 1 Feb 4h report of CB~ro 635 - located at NOB, Dutoh Harbor t Alaska . Report via 
Comdr. Unalaska Sector and Com17. 

3-28-46 - 1 Mar 46 report of ~MU 635 - locRted at NOB, Lutc~ Harbor, A1as~~. Report via 
Col'3dr. Unalaska Sector and Co017. 

5-21-46 - Inactin.te CBMU 635 1 June 1946. llecon8tltute ae OBDet 1162. Tra.n8fer gear 
to new act1vlt7. (Oom 17 d18p 170147 M8T to CBMU 635). 


6-5-46 - Proceed with inactlvatlon.(Comaervepac 202008Z to COM 17/KNZEK) 

7-11-4r, - CBMU ~35 disestablish d 1 June 46 and r~e8tabl18hed as CBDet~162 1 June 194€. 


(Boater of Officers dtd 1 June 1946) 

ON BOARD 

DATE 	 OFF. MZN AUTHORITY 
1 Jul l 45 17 
1 Augl45 17 a 
1 Sept '45 449 BN.P625 

1 Nov ' 45 11 281 BNP625 & R. 
1 Dec l 45 6 235 BNP625 8: R 
1 Jan ' 46 5 282 BNP625 & R 
1 Feb 46 5 119 :Bm> 625 & R 
1 Mar 46 5 98 BlIP 625 & R 

INA:::TIVAT£, 


http:Inactin.te
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THIS IS THE STORY 


scurnEBUTT CONnRMEDAUGUST, 1944 

EMBRYONIC BATTALION 

Sometime in July. the Bureau of Yards and Docks decided to form two 
sections of the famed "26th" U. S. Naval Construction Battalion. which had 
established quite a record for itself on Guadalcanal. Southwest Pacific. and 
which was now stationed at Camp Parks. Shoemaker. California. 

COMMISSIONING 

These plans became an eventuality on August 1. 1944. upon receipt of 
orders by Lieutenant W. A. Meyer designating him as Officer-in-Charge of 
the Second Section. Each section of the "26th" was to form a separate 
command. 

OFFICER PERSONNEL 

The officer complement of ,the Second Section rapidly was filled from 
Lieutenant Meyer's former command. CBMU No. 604. which consisted of him 
and four other officers. the original "26th." and the Officer Training Division. 
Camp Parks: totaling in all sixteen. 

ENLISTED PERSONNEL 

The enlisted men complement was filled from various overseas units 
comprising the old 26th NCB. 1st NCB. 2nd NCB. 3rd NCB. 12th NCB. 42nd 
NCB. and other units which formed a pool at CBRD. Camp Parks. California. 
Many of these men. approximately 158. were members of the decommis­
sioned CBMU No .604. which had been brought back from Port Hueneme to 
help in the reorganization of the 26th . 

nNAL LEAVES 

During August, most of the men received either Pre-Embarkation or 
Regular Annual Leaves. All of these leaves had to be terminated by I Sep­
tember 1944. as that has been designated the "Readiness Date" of the 
Ballalion. 

Just when "scuttlebutt' was running high as to the probable destincrtion 
of the 26th. all personnel were issued "Cold Weather" gear which seemed 
to confirm the facl that this battalion was to be = experiment in com­
bating the effects of the deadly germ Malaria . Many men in the battalion 
not considered fit for duty in the South Pacific. due to prevalence of Malaria 
and the demoralizing effect of recurring attacks were members of the 
reorganized 26th Battalion. This was to be an experiment in putting the 
valuable skills. trades and Advance Base experience of these overseas 
veterans to much needed service in the far North . 

SEPTEMBER 

READINESS INTERVAL 

All personnel having returned from leave with the exception of the 
AWOL's. the Battalion wa~ now awaiting "shipping out " or embarkation 
date. By this time the concensus of opinion was thaI Treasure Island would 
be our embarkation port. although "scuttlebutt" still circulated that perhaps 
a train ride to Seattle was in the offing. However. it was generally conceded 
that our liberty would be frozen at any time. This conjecturing became a 
certainty when a directive was posted stating that 6 September 1944 would 
be our last liberty before movement 01 the Battalion . Many wives. sweet­
hearts , relat ives. and friends were to be seen bidding goodbye to the men 
of the ba ttalion during this period . Although most married men had been 
instructed previously to make arrangements to send families home. many 
had waited until th e last possible moment. On 7 September all personnel 
of th e unit were given notice that liberty had been extended to 8 September. 
thus giving them an additional two days liberty. Most 01 the men availed 
themsel ves of this extended privilege. 

DRY RUN 

Typical 01 Navy procedure in acquainting its personnel in all phases 
of Na vy routine and knowing what to do under any and all circumstances. 
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a " dry run" on the loading procedure for transportation to Treasure Island 
was held at 1300. 9 September on the Camp Parks dri ll field. After com­

, 	pletion of this important feature of the embarkation procedure. the old 
overseas veterans and the 170 recruits from Davisville. R. I., were without 
a doubt ready to embark for their overseas assignment. On Sunday morn­
ing. 10 September. the men and their gear were loaded on busses and trucks 
to be transported to Treasure Island . . 

TREASURE ISLAND 

At 0800 this movement of the 26th was effected . Although Treasure 
Island was the first stop. many men refused to believe this was the point 
of embarkation unt il the Navy bus delivered them to the Pre-embarkation 
Barracks. Treasure Island. Sunday morning. Men and gear were unloaded 
in a drizzling rain and almost immediately assigned to quarters . It was 
learned at this time that the Battalion would be temporarily quartered lor 
four or live days in Pre-embarkation Barracks. OHicers and C.P.O.'s of the 
26th received a pleasant surprise when they learned that they would be 
able to go on liberty Monday morning at 0800 . Both officers and C.P.O.' s 
continued to get overnight liberty for the balance of ou r stay at Treasure 
Island . All enlisted men were given liberty on Wednesday and Thursday 
of which many availed themselves. Pocketbooks had been more or less 
strained long before this . but this fact did not deter men from taking this 
last precious look at San francisco and Oakland. 

EMBARKAnON 

This momentous occasion had fatefully arrived. For many of the officers. 
Chiefs. and men it was their first ocean voyage and first trip out. Excite­
ment ran high in all quarters. At 1030 the muster of both sections began. 
After this had been accomplished all personnel partook of their last meal in 
the U. S. A. lor many months. At 1200 al\ hands boarded a Navy ferry to be 
transported to the San Francisco pier preparatory to boarding the liberty 
ship. S .S. Carl Schurz. Now began the gradual boarding by all hands . This 
was accomplished in several hours when all hands had been ass igned a 
berth by the berthing olHcers . At 1700 the Shurz cast 0([ from the pier and 
and our voyage had begun . Wv passed under the Bay Bridge. and an hour 
later all hands strained their eyes ' to get a glimpse 01 the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 

S.S. CARL SCHURZ 

Like most liberty ships the Carl Shurz (named aft e r the famous American 
statesman) was lacking in the "comforts 01 home." but as our voyage W.:lS 

not to be any longer than two weeks. all hands just settled into the cr() wded 
space alloted them and proceeded to become acquainted with the ship's 
rules and regulations. Duty assignments of various nature were <?; '",en to 
the 26th personnel to aid the normal functions of tl-- ;hip's crew. This 
included cleaning details and details for the gallery. llOrary. s'hip's service. 
public address system and. along with the ship's drills. liIe ~as not to b e 
too monotonous aboard the Shurz as all personnel readily perceived. For­
tunately the Shurz hugged the coastline of California. Oregon. Washington. 

deand Canada for the first part of the voyage, thus making a most interesting 
trip. Many of the 26th personnel had made a similar trip previously. so they 	 m· 

bewere able to identify and point out places of interest. However. after th e 
fifth day the Shurz turned toward the open sea and all sight of land was 	 ov 

delost until the first stop. Kodiak. was reached. 

KODIAK 

At 0700 Saturday, the 23rd of September. the Shurz pulled into Kodiak . 
For most of the personnel of the battalion this was their first glimpse o! 
the oft-heard-ofland of Alaska . Th is was the debarkation point for the Firs t 
Section of the 26th and they and their gear were unloaded at 1000 . The 

af-Shurz remained at Kodiak over-night . giving many of the less "salty" per ­
sonnel of the Battalion a welcome relie! from the rolling and pitching they ne 

had experienced for the past few days . At 0700 Sunday morning. the 24th . ne 

the Schurz again headed out to open sea bound lor Dutch Harbor. During co 

the last part of the voyage the Schurz remained fairly close to shore, giving 
everyone a preview 01 the type of country they would be living and working 
in during the coming months . 

Pe 
DUTCH HARBOR be 

beTuesday morning. the 26th of September. a t 1015 . the Battalion go t its 
first look at Dutch Harbor. The Schurz was ber thed at Ballyhoo Dock amid 
the band playing, cheering and yelling of men of the 85th Battalion. most 
of whom had managed to be down to the dock to welcome their long awaited 
relief. At liDO the Second Section 01 the 26th d isembarked and were loaded 

nEin busses that were to take them to their temporary barracks. The only hitch 
thin this process was the temporary absence of an alert member of the Bat­
sbtalion who had slepl through the entire proceedings and was finally located 
disound as leep on the deck up forward . Personnel of the Battalion were housed 
min temporary quarters in the Fort Mears Area until the departure of th e 
C,85th Battalion which we had been sent to relieve . The chiefs moved into 
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their quarters in the Battalion area. and the officers were housed in the 
civilian defense houses on the hill. 

ASSIGNMENT OF MEN 

The officers and most of the C .P.O.'s had been given the ir tentative 
departmental assignmen ts. but now came the task of assigning the men. 
The nighi' 01 the 27th was spent by the officers representing the various 
departments in determining the various skills of the men and making ass ign­
ments . By the next morning every man in the Battalion. except three. had 
been ass igned and everyone in the Battalion began the process of tak ing 
over the maintenance of the base from the 85th. The 26th Battalion had 
definitely taken over! 

OCTOBER 

CHANGES OF QUARTERS 

The 85th Battalion left Dutch Harbor on the 1st of October. and that 
afternoon the men of the Second Section of the 26th were moved into the 
newly vacated barracks. which were to be their permanent quarters . The 
new quarters which were also in the Fort Mears Area . were in much better 
cond ition than the others. so no one was unhappy about the move . 

CPO CLUB 

On October 1st the 26th CPO's took over the former 85th NCB Chief 
Petly Officer's Club . Ollicers we re elected. and all Chiefs who desired to 
become members of the club contributed $10 each for init ial stocking 01 
beer and other items. The CPO club was off to a fine start. 

DOCK PROJECT 

On the 5th 01 October eleven men from the batlalion began work on 
nearby Akutan Island. This involved making major repairs to the dock at 
that station. which was accommodating the fueling of the many Russian 
ships stopping there for that purpose. Thi s project. which was under the 
direct ion 01 Ch ief 1. J. Bailey . was completed on the 15th of Nove mber. and 
members of the crew received commendat ions for their work from the 
Commanding Officer of that station. 

WARRANT PROMOTION 

On the 6th of October word was received via the Navy Department 
Bulletin of the promotion of Chief R. A. Miller . Carpenter Miller remained 
as one of the officers of this battal ion . 

BATTALION NEWSPAPER 

At 1830 the 7th of October the firs t edi tion of the Second Section - 26 th 
NCB newspaper came rolling oll the presses and wa s distributed to all 
hands. The paper tempo rarily had the title " B-Buzz'ns", but a contest which 
was open to all members of the battalion was inaugurated du ring the month 
to promote an entirely new and original name for th e paper . 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Lt. W. A. Meyer. Officer in Charge of the Battalion. too k over the addi­
tional duties of Public Works Officer of the Unalaska Sector on the 21st of 
October upon th e departure of Lt. Comdr. J. C . St illey, CEC, who had been 
Public Wor ks Officer. 

MILITARY TRAINING 

Mili tary Training got under way on the 23rd of October with all men of 
the battalion being as.signed to classroom instruction on the carbine a nd 
BAR as a brush -up on the weapons preparatory to fir ing on the range. 

CPO CLUB FIRE 

Disaster struck the CPO Club on the 25th 01 Octobe r. when at 0822 on 
that morning a passerby noticed smoke emitting from the rear part of the 
club bu ilding . The fire had got well under way by the time it was spotted 
and the alarm turned in, and by the time the fire wa s ext inguished the 
in ter ior of the club was greatly damaged. Fortunate ly th e Chiefs were able 
to retr ieve their pool table. refrigerator. radio. tables, and chairs and imme­
diat el y transferred them into one end of their barracks , where a temporary 
CPO Club began operating. 

WELFARE AND RECREATION 

During the mon th of October the personnel of the battalion began to 
rea lize and enter into the many phases of welfare and recreat ion the ha;;e 
ha d to offer. Numbering among these were the picture shows, bowling 
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aJleys. ship's service stores, and the gymnasium. which almost everyone 
began taking advantage 01. Basketball teams representing each company 
'were formed and entered in the various leagues sponsored by the NOB 
Welfare and Recreation Department. A boxing smoker was held on the 
base on the 10th of October in which the battalion had 5 entries. Having 
had only two weeks from the time of their qcean voyage in which to train 
the representatives from the battalion were at a decided disadvantage. 
However. under the management of Carpenter L. L. Jones. the battalion 
w"liare officer, and the training and coaching of E. T. Spencer. the battalion 
came out with two wins and a bright outlook for the other fighters in future 

engagements. 

NOVEMBER 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES 

By the end of October the battalion had settled down to its job and 
the daily activities were becoming routine . The initial problem of assign­
ments and organization was over and the newness of the base and activities 
had worn off . However. all hands were kept very busy. A backlog of 
from two to three weeks had accumulated on repairs and various altera­
tions and installations that a maintenance unit is always called upon to 
do in keeping a naval base in top operation. 

ULAKTA HEAD 

During the month 01 November small dynamite crews were at work 
improving the condition of the access trail leading to the Ulakta Head Signal 
Station . This station was at the north end of Ballyhoo Mountain where it 

handled the identilication procedure for all ship traffic entering the harbor. 

This access trail. by which supplies were taken by members of the crew· 

manning the station. had been practically erased by wave and storm action 

against the exposed shore with the r.esuIt that the trail could be traversed 

with difficulty only by the use of a tractor . However. this resulted in con­

siderable wear and tear on the tractor. The work in opening the trail up 

consisted mainly of dynamiting boulders and rocky point obstructions 

jutting out into the trail. By strategic use of dynamite the trail was opened 

up to support limited t ruck travel. 

BEER PARTIES 

The first of a series of beer parties was held on November 22. This party 
was sponsored by and for the Transportation Departm'mt. Two days later 
on the 24th another beer party was held. this time for all men in the 
Facilities and Maintenance Department. Plenty of beer and food was fur­
nished. together with music from the "Aleutian Ramblers" - a six-piece 
string orchestra composed of 26th personnel. These parties were very popu­
lar. and a lot of fun was had by all who participated . 

BOXING 

On the 11 th of November E. T. Spencer. CM2c. logged out for Adak 
to participate in the all Aleutian boxing tournament. Spencer had won this 
honor by winning the title for his weight at Dutch Harbor. He was defeated 
in the finals at Adak. but nevertheless brought back the first of a series of 
trophies for the 26th trophy case. 

UNALGA 

On the 9th of November a four man crew went to Unalga for the purpose 
of insulating a 2100 foot, exposed 2 inch water line. This was accomplished 
in 16 days. the crew returning on the 25th . 

LANDSLIDE 

On the 17th of November. a landslide of approximately 6000 cubic yards 
of earth and rock occurred just north of the Ballyhoo Dock which completely 
blocked the Ballyhoo Road . Maintenance crews turned to and had the road 
open for single lane traffic within two hours. The work of removal and 
disposal of the material continued throughout the month. 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

Thanksgiving Day was observed on the base by granting a "G.!." day 
to everyone not standing necessary watches . The event was espeCially 
marked by the battalion with a lavish turkey dinner complete with all 
trimmings and accessories . 

GALLEY CHANGE 

A change of galleys was effected 30 November with the messing facilities 
being moved from ga\)ey No. 10 to galley No . 17 which was just across 
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the road. This change represented a great improvement, the new galley 
having a concrete floor, improved facilities, and the added feature of 
having just been repainted and redecorated. 

DECEMBER 

NEWSPAPER CONTEST 

The contest for renaming the battalion newspaper was brought to a close 
the 1st of December. All nominations had been received and the judges met 
to determine the best of the lot. The name finally picked was "What's 
Cookin: and the prize offered for the . name picked was given to 
H . W . Gardner, who submitted the winning title. 

BEER PARTIES 

Two beer parties for the remaining departments were held on the 1st 
and 6th of December topside of the battalion gymnasium. These parties were 
along the same order as the previous parties and , like them, were enjoyed 
thoroughly . 

CHRISTMAS 

Holiday routine on the base was observed on Christmas Day with church 
services being held at various times all through the day so that those stand­
ing necessary watches would be able to attend . The battalion galley and 
recreation hall were gayly decorated, and a loudspeaker system was set 
up to play Christmas carols over the battalion area. The cooks and bakers 
came through with a fine Christmas dinner that featured the tradit ional 
turkey . Although Christmas seemed lonely and dreary to ma'ny because of 
their being so far from home at that time, it was brightened up considerably 
through the efforts 01 those who contributed to the decorations, dinner and 
music. 

BOXING SMOKER 

On the 29th of December another boxing smoker (no smoking allowed) 
was held in the NOB theatre . Four men of the battalion were entered, and 
of these, two won by T.K.O.s, one won by decision, and one lost by a close 

decision. Once again the 26th boxers had scored a victory over the aspirants 
from NOB. Our men were further complimented by the sponsor on the clean 
sportsmanship they displayed in the ir matches. 

JANUARY, 1945 

STEWARDS FIRE 

On the 9th of January lire broke out in the steward's quarters at the rear 
of the BOQ. The stewards were off duty at the time and two 01 them, p. 
Ferguson, ST2c, and A. Bell. ST3c. were in the building. These men were 
badly burned by the time they got out and were in the dispensary for several 
weeks, Ferguson later being returned to the States. The battalion had live 
men living in this building. all of whom had lost all their clothes and 
belongings in the fire. 

COALING FACILITIES 

In the last part of January plans were completed and work was begun 
on the installation of coaling facilities at Dutch Harbor. This was being done 
in connection with the decommissioning of the coaling station at Akutan 
which had been handling' all the Russian ships passing through this region. 
Upon the decommissioning of Akutan, the Russians would come into Dutch 
Harbor for fueling purposes . 

FEBRUARY 

ADDITIONAL MEN 

On February 3rd eighteen seamen arrived from the States to augment 
the strength of the battalion, and on February 14th nineteen more seamen 
arrived to bring the number of personnel in the unit almost up to the 
authorized complement of 541 men, These 37 men had completed their 
boot training just prior to embarking from the States . The manpower situa­

tion was greatly aided by these men who were immediately assigned to 

departments which had been operating short of men ever since our arrival 

at Dutch Harbor, 
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PARTIES 

TiL l" elec:rical cieportrr.cnl, m:sco:lanc:ous group, and Hog l~ ~ <.lnci group 

, 	 once cIgain CCl:lO :::roug ~l wi t:: be-or p::ut IC:J on tho 10th . IS~h, and 2~lh of 

Fe~~ua~y, T~speclive l y . These <lga ln were VNy succ:c5:>:ul 'uilh the usual 

asso:tme=:1 of beer. ~a:-.dv.·ich~5, c::cl hil! b illy ;;'\usic being served to the 

part icipants. 

BOWLING 

Tile 2611: B(Jt[a:ion :Oowling team calling thCr.U;e! 'FCG trw "Tigers" ',': on 

the bo.....ting chom:;-ions:tip of the base on the 151:: of Februc'i' 'with C roul;­

Lng delcat o! an NO::! :c::tm, the " Hem'y Lills," in lte Enals 01 ::\Q local bo·..I1­

ing to u rn a n::.cn !. Eac h I:lc:nbct was awarded Cl gold F;in, and Ir.c lCant W(J~ 

p rc5c n: od with t hO') Cc p la:n's Cup. 

BOXING 

The 26th mointoined it!; s o.lperiority in the- lif!ld of :,oxi:og or: Ihe n igh: 

01 Feb ru:]!)' 26th . Anoth e! Iighl card was presc-:'.teti a: th., NOB Theater 

wilh 26tll I:\O!': pOrlieip~t:ng in six ol tho oighl l;ou~~ o!loJ'cd. Th ree other 

:tll3n of lhe ,mi! w e ro r()(ldy to light b;J1 Werl' unub la 10 obtai n oppon(mts . 

Of Ine six !Len whc nit: iig:'t, lour wem winners and bc- other 1"': 0 d ropped 

close decisions. 

MARCH 

ROAD CLEARANCE 

Tho Rood Mainten an ce Di'Fision wo:s commended oy the Comma nde r , 

NOB. Du \ch Horbo., :0; Ihe e :<pediEo~5 manner in which :jey lurned to 

dur ~ng ehc sr,ow5tO~ !I'. 01 !he n lg bt 01 Mo:~d: : 1-]2, a n :! kep i t~lC roads upe n 

to trollic . Tho Ro od Moin!Orlo nc c D c:p~H!mc:nt '.'Iou 0 11 Ihe tob a li n igh t 

and hr:ci the o ;r r,trip cleared :or tok oo:!!'. by i 100 :ho nox : lIlorn ir: q , Th is 

WG~ tb'! ii~:;t 1i:J~ c the i rr.air. artefil?~ of ! ralfic, end many M>cor.do;y high. 

•••..ays i;C1d bee:'! clea red b}· 0800 i:: sl!:h :I storm , Th:s ope:Cition W()i~ unde~ 

t:le c!.i:ect supervision oi Chief J. W. Guyette. 

BINGO 

0:: M(w;h I11h. 51. Paldck's Dcc}" tl bingo parly wen held 0:1 t::e 1.:9po: 

d (~ c ;'; o! lhe gymnasium. This was the firs ! bingo poriI' sponso;ed by tl:e 

We!fare and Recrea~ ion Department and wen! o'~er very successfu ll y with 

a~cmy niity p~ize5 he:::g c:warded the winners . 

BASKETBALL 

The bcs:{etball SOGson at Du lc:, Harbor can:e to an or.d tl: ~ la s: w Bok 

01 March . The 26th had I::ree teams enle:cd. A Comp::tny , B Co:x:pany, and 

Headquarters Compar.y . A Comy;:my won t::'e "Wasp League" cha:n!"';on­

~hip with 9 win!; Clnd no los ~('s bu! ch cl r,' , parlic:;:Jale in Ihe Cop la i:: ' s Cu p 

PloyoH. Tho b a:lkclbo ll S CC6 0n ha d 1.la rt od in the fall end lo~h;ro c G g:.-.o : 

amount of tale-nt and fine pIc'!' , B Co:npa::y ::ad a Ene tca=:! 'out cculd no; 

~eC'm to ge started rign i . The,:, los ! severe! ove~ti:nC' gaILcs one. as Co result 

linished much lower in the league them :h.ei; cctu::!l a::d potentia ! ~·owe~ 

ir.d lca ted. HGadqllor lor s Compa ny lllorled 011 ,;10..., tl::d, c:l!hcugn t:: !' y w e rr, 

oming up 01 Ihc ond 01 th o ~oa5 0n. th e y were u!:able \0 Drecrk :nlo th(' 

leaders. 

COALING FACILITIES PROJECT 

The co:::lling lacililies pro:.:-:! at NOB. Dutch Harbor, was coopl9te:i ir. 

Mmcn , wi th Ihe fiwl shipload of coal poing rucoi vcd a n d unloaded into the 

yard l;\ockpilo . The job ccn si stod of gwdi::g a nd stabili7.::1g o n c rllC 7~ ' 

by 30 0' . tr. e const:ucHon of t1 o' \irr.ber bdkhead arot:nd tlH' ar ca, one 

c5semb:y of 0 podab ~ e conver:n for use in tj,e transler of coal :roo trucks 

to ship. 
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APRIL 
DEATH OF COMMANDER·IN.CHIEF 

Or. Apdl 12th word wall rQcqiVt.'-O by radio 0: liw deolh 01 the Pr!~!<idGnt 

of the Uniled Sta~e5. franklin D. Rooseve lt. A dress rev:ew of :'Ill ;:;erscnneJ 

on the basQ was held on the 14th. C:ld a five cinu:e Ferieli of silence wo~ 

observed in ::nemory of the deceosed Commande:-in-Chiul of the No vy. 

MAY 
DEATH or A SHIPMATE 

On the 27th oj May. 1901.5. the botlaHon was saddened by t~e dea~h 01 '1 

fellow shipmate and membe; of :he oottalion, U. it McNish, WT2c. lat{;llly 

Injured whon a boiler he ..... os standing watch 011 explo:!od. The !uncral 

services woro held u: tho Memorial Chapel. NOB. Dutch Hmbor. and lh(~ 

burial took place al the Army Cemelery on Unalaska Island in:J:1.odialeiy 

following the aer·/ices. 

SOFTBALL 

A softball diamond was laid oul in the batlelion tHCi..l and c leag ue 

01 12 toams WClS formed !rom Iho varioua platoon!;. Play bogan :n ~.pite of 

bad weathN thai was prevalent during Ihe ~lImmeT :non!hs. A battalion 

team was formed from the best taleIl: 10 plcy in the base league a,,:;l s:crtcd 

011 wllh a bang by ...... Inning the !irs! S(!·I,Hcr.1 gClnE~S. 

JUNE 

SOFTBALL 

The 26th EaHalon soltboll teom \'Ion the ;i:-st haH oE the base 50hboll 

league by winn ing 11 games while dropp log only 2. This tc;;tm wc:s ce;n· 

• 

I 
I 

~osed of :he hO:5hot baHpbyc.·:s oi the '..1111: wh!c!: were unbo;;clloiJle ·.·.. hen 

Ir.oy wcr~' "hoL" 13.,. w :llni ng th o Jirlll hall the :ncm WClS ass:.:rcd of ~~('i:~g 

b tl:e Ccrptcin's C\IP P1oYClH~ in AUQU5 1. 

BOXING 

The boxing s:nokcr held en J·.:ne 22n::: is wor::ty of note due to the app~.:::r­

=ce of Joe Louis. tho \Vodd Heovyweig h : Champion. Louis rclerel' d two 

btiuls and g(;lVt.: cuI till: awards. Tho 25 th wa s o blo 10 get only :nrf''' 1n0tl 

nlalchod Clnd wo:t :"'-0 of Ii:<, Ihroe fights. 

C.P.O. CLUB 

The ch~eis opened thqir new club in Fori Me-ars on lune 23rd \'lith '1 

P:lIty for ofl!cers a::d cl:iels. The chie1.:i hed :ebullt :hei~ club which had 

burned in OeleD')! (lnd added rout'.y im~:ovc:ncll ts !og~!th(.'r wi~h tI very 

Hna decorating job . 

JULY 

REDESIGNATION 

In [l:ne, 19~5, o~de,,; [rom Ihe Bureau oj Nav.:t] Personnel came ill lor 

:!lir~.:oJ" CEC olliclJ: , it: the lxxUalion mdNing them from tho 2.61h NCB· 2nd 

Section to CBMU-E35. This was the ii:st word the b<TI1Cl\on had Tcc,,:ved 

concc rnir:g possible redC'signalion 01 Ihe unit. Alter a couple of weeks orders 

orrivecl from the Commandant. Se'ler:lC'en:h Nava l Dist:ict, directing I~at 

tho un it be redosig naled CBMU- GJS OR of IS lu ly 19/,5 . 'rhi6 letler also 

aut ho rizod Iho a llowcH;co lisl lor Iho 2Eit~ NCB·2nd Sec lion to remain Ihe 

,.;\1ln·~ (or CBMU·635 unl lJ furth e r nolice. Lt. Mcyer received ordor5 !rorn 

the B'Jreau 01 Ncryetl Personnel assigning him as OlIicer in Charge o! 

CMBU·535, which r:leant that the battaEon would reJrtoin v:nuclly U:(! 
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saxe cs i I hod been, at lees: :o~ Ihe lin:e bei:-.g. Tht:s. the 26t~ NCB-I.::d 

Sectio:1l was d f;!c::o:nmi~sioncd ill :he Eel:i a::er :m cx~ £tence of lli/~ r:lol1th~ . 

BATlAUON NEWSPAPER 

Along with the :;hcngc of n:::me of the unit it ·.... os decid~d ,0 C:"011g 0 

the name 01 ~h " bol l a l i on !:.,wspape r. Nomtnalions were sub mit:ed end a 

volo WaI; lake:'. :rom GI: l: lc:r. iwn. 0: t:1ll unit. The win ~ti l'! g flame WCIS "Se :::beo 

Challor" which g raced ::-:~ l: e(l,j ing 01 all !uture i5~U '~ ~ of t he paper . 

MAINTENANCE' 

Insofar C6 main tenance of Ih e:: b~l SC;;' WdS concc~ nod :hc w dco ig:wtloll of 

the unit d id not affect il ar.y . As no immediate exch::ng!' or rOQuction 01 

personnel was ir:volvsd. the hattalion was able to carryon withoul a ny 

loss 0 : ope:a!ing elEciO!lq'. 

AUGUST 

EXCHANGE OF MEN 

On the 9th of Aug us.t ;'y authority 01 a ComScrvPac le uer . ~ 6 :l ~gh :ated 

men loggod out !Wl:l C13MU 53 5 10 Ihe 114th Bat ta Hon at AtlU. III 1i] t UHl wo 

receivcd 36 sea r-lUll :1'0:':'1 tho I lt,lh 'who orrivL'<l at Dutch Ha rbor or. thl.' 

29th of AUg ~ 5t. At t~at ti me our complement was top heavy in the highf!r 

rales and th:s exci1 ange 01 rated men for seame:'l wou ld open : :10 com­

plement up cons ici oro oly and enable some o( the· deserving pe ~,;o n :-I e l 10 

bt, oovancod in t h ..· b r; wto:orc Iroze n ratlng grou~s. 

JAPANESE SURRENDER 

On the l~ l h of ;~ugtJ.sl the wo~d everyone had Loen wanting te hear 

lor 3 liz long y cc: r~ !uLall y camo - the uncondition·:;:l r.urrondor 0 1 Japan . 

A day and a hal! " G I." day wa~ g iven to c '/eryono not Dland ~ ng nocOIIGOr y 

•.·..·:::t::;,e5 ., There were many dispbys of Ii reworks and beer :lowea !:'le ly . 

T:-.e 'celc:~rC' : ion was very happy bu t o~de~~y. 

SOftBALL 

Tho Cap:ain 's Cup Playoffs in softball '''ore hp.:d dmbg ihC' firs : week 

01 August. The 635 aggregation was oniitled te participate by virtue 01 their 

hC 'J :ng Won the lirst half o( Ihe league. The tea:n was linall}' e:irr:ina:ed 

it: tho ccm i- l inal~ of lhe playo!!s. The I Ca!!l (I ~ a wbok· had made- Cl li ~ c 

record for the !:O Gonon both as ballpla YN 8 a nd OR l;po::smcn. 

DISCHARGES 

T~ () limt ,) I!l: c l r. of ,t]\II Navy 's de:r.obilization procedur~ wall lolt by tho 

haltalion on the 29th 01 August ,..... hen SO men e ligible for discharge logged 

out "ior SeatHe lor i1..lrthp-r t.ansfe; 10 their sep~ra: : on ce n ters. This cui cur 

on board lolal to ~ 4 B n:.on . 

SEPTEMBER 

DISCHARGES 

On the 2!l.d of September 32 men eligible for dlscharge embarked lor 

the S:alus. bring ing Iho on· b oo rd lotal oi the unit cown 10 416 mc·n . On 

the 10th Chiol Corp()n~ o r Pra nl ix-calllu Ihc fin;t offic('r of Ih.') bc t lt1 ~ ion to 

leave for d ischorge; and on ~ he ! 51h LI. Owen. the CBMU ·635 Supply Officer. 

was t ransferred to NOB. Du :ch Harbor. Ano:her group 01 95 Den were sent 

back ior d~!ichmge 0:1 the 24th. On the 28th th:ee more ollicers. 1.1. Be:tra:::d. 

Ch. Cc:l rp. Jones and Carp. Millo l' were detached Oil PO l ~! 8 . 

SECURING 

By th i!l time tho unit hc:d lo st mos t 01 its high rc ted skilled :nen and was 

pra ct icall y down to its orig in, ,1 soamon. lnany 01 whom ·.... ore reli ed by this 
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tiIDe. These men had been trained 'n their :>peci('ll t i.:·:'; "il:O:c d cPQ~ tir.y :rotU 

tho Stales. Howevor, the gcne~('\! ~ ~'l l1 ng on the bo ,, (l '":~ t::crl lii m(' WC3 ~hu t 

tho bOll O would be rcd\;cec. to ('I carela ker status and Ibct ihe u::it would 

leave in Docember. so it was not b,:,jie·'ed Ihat Ibe loss 0: I':)c r.y :-<:ey men 

would be fel! 100 grea tl y in the remoining few v;eeks . Th ~s we n c:;pcc icd y 

true bocaU5~ all but r.ccc-ssa ry mc trll.€·nance and OP0 ~(l tlon~, wer.: c i!:con­

lin u od . Cl nd those men th us ; c!icvcd 'N N e p ut 0:1 dcto:l s i:! vo; vi nq lr.c 

liocuring of build ing s (lnd eq,jiplOe::t on ~ :-.e base. 

CHANGE or QUARTERS 

In keeping witI-. th e- \)u ~ c S() C U~tll g pla r. (l Iho l)([~ICl li cl1 n:ovcd from lh<' 

Fort MearR Arec:: in ~o the NOB BClm; cks on t h<:.> 28 th q! Scpt0rr.oer. The 

unit was b illeted i:l two vd ::gs of the ba!~ac;~s c rld an OOD olli ce i:", Ihe 

barracks was set U? i::lmedbtely. Thi~ ~ove encolcd :!:to closing of the 

CBMU-635 gen eral n:o:;s. CPO mess cmd post offiCI) , which la dlitiu!; 'oVo:.:l d 

now be provided by NOB. 

OCTOBER 

REDUCTION IN COMPLEMENT 

On the 6th 01 October ComServPac ou k tbli !lhod tho complemont of 

CBMU-635 at 7 oificNG and 270 me':) wh ic :' was the si.:s 01 a no:mal C BMU. 

This reduction from Ihe autho:ized complement of hall a bo:tta tion litted 

in with the reduction 01 pe:sonne! due to discharges and the rcductio~ of 

tho base to caretaker status . 

SECUBJNG OPERATIONS 

During the month 01 October the unit went full speed ahead with ~ecur­

ing operations relevant to reducing the base to a caretaker status. Many 

shops operated by tho baUal ion were clo D<:d up and inco rportlt eci into 

ccnt:al ucll\'i li L'~ (I nti 1~I'Ely 01 Ih" no ncss onlial internal ~1]r\'lc C'!> W/} r(! 

~,()curod crl1ogc the: Th(' Ht:>u \,y Eq >l ipclOn! Shop. the Ri99 ing Loft, and th e 

Tire Re;:.o!r Shop were se:ure:: and their op0rations moved to the Pu biic 

works Garage. The E l ectrica~ W:lIcho~~e and Shop were secured and. shop 

ope:ations corr. '::':ned i:-, c ~:ncdl:!r ,.h e;:. . T:;e Sheet metal. Water G::td S6-wer, 

e nd PluClbinq S:10Fl wen ' combiJw J i:::o I t-w Hno : m~d 'Nator Maillt(':I (I I'~C 

Shop wh ich o;:crat('~t ;~:>rn c ce::tl;cr l leeo li or! . 

Dur:ng ~ he :no•. :}; Ih<;> u nit :w::u rcd 106 b\lildi::tg~ , conGtruc:ed (lpproxi­

:nately 'lOa Crc::l!;!s, orod ~ i5::onnf'ct0d Clnd cra:eci innumerable items of 

equ ipmenl lor sh ipme n !. 

DISCHARGES 

During Octeoe: one .cHice; , Dr. Cu:ter , and 33 men were tran~lE!rred 

lor rcassigr_mont a nd 'or discharge ori ng !ng :he tolal ~:rength of Ihe unit 

down 10 11 ol hccrs a nd 282 me::t, 

NOVEMBER 

CHANGE OF PLANS 

Dll ~I:\g tho HI'S! two weeks of Novombcr a cO:1k' :cnco w an hold on the 

bos~ b 'i tho head s 01 tho va:io U!! dopa rtm ()nt s of Co:n17 and Iho ba sQ 

depo:-t mo:-nt heads when it was learned thot :he i:m so -.'/ould not go on c 

car-e to ker basis ur.ti ~ approximately the 1st of April 1946. instead of ihe 

lsi 01 Decomber a,; w a s odginally p l.:m ned, This rc"' i ~io:-; in plans wrocked 

the' hopes 01 many "lo w pointors " 01 g olling homo by Christmas, 

MORE DISCHARGES 

On the 1'7th 01 Nove!llbcror.other g:oup 01 ol~ jccrs and men lell the 

u nit lor discharge. Four olliclJrn, Lt. Watwr:l, L1. Browne, eh. Carp. Bergren , 
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and C:l. Corp. Love, w ere detached togethe: wit!!. 42 l~e!l. On :he 27th. 0: 

November lb! POll:\ scows ""':Tn a~air: d:oppcd fer digibilily for discha:ge 

und by the end 01 Ih tl :non:h 57 l~l er c :nl'n ..... erc elig ible' lot d il; = ~largc and 

, 	were awailing trar:spor lo ti on . Th ,~ left 1;;0 unil win: 178 r::OI: on Ihe li :; : 

oE December. 

By :his Hmc- :he unit hed only \',,'0 raled men abo 'o'e seco::d doss. wh ich 

is or- indicat~on 01 hClw hod Ih.! b:.lllelion had been hil i t: the higher ro!cc 

experienceci men. Sevc:1 OmCNG were left, one! of th oso LI. T!;orr.= Gnd 
Ch. Carp. Hewlet: we:" 10 feeve on Ihe first avai\ab~e tr::u"!sporla:Lon and 

Lt. Comdr. Meyer, Lt. Harris, and Lt. (j.g.l Liberman would be eligj,l.: lor 

diacha:go i!'. Dccor.lbc-r . Th ree ol!icors hod boon rnqU C5t od (16 relie fs , all 

0: whom Hhould reporl 50::ncti:lll' in J:::muc:ry, 1946. 

DECEMBER 

ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL 

On the 2nd oj December SO oen reported to :~e unit lor duty irom 

the- 114:h B<1ttaHon at A~ ' u. Thcso oddilioncl men I:ad c:rri'Jcd "olally 

unexp ected sinco tho in/ormation c:opy of the r;poodlotler au l!Jo rir. :ng Ihc 

transfer haa not ye; beon received by CBMU-63S . iho 80 r:Jcn consisted 

of 5 ii~51 class Den and 75 se=en. 

MERGER 

ConSIrUctiOI: Bottahon Detachment I 706 (Speci.~J) which had been a: 

Dulch Harbor s ince- f' oburary . 1945. was decomn1is~ior..C'd on the 1St), . ThQ5~ 

mon wero Ifan s i'_'fled 10 the vmiQ1.:!1 u:litli throughout HlC' cha ~ !~, 60 o! Ihom 

10 CBMU-fiJS. Upon receipt of these men and Ens. R. N. Staullor, ""'ho hed 

been O!Hce~ :n Cherge of lOn, CBMlJ-63 S aS6uIr.ed the stevedorinq ci uties 

at Du tch Harbor. 

DECOMMISSIONING PLANS 

.11.1 the lime 01 this publica tIon. !:te fu tu re of CllMU-6J5 can nol ~e defi­

nitely foretold . Howe';c~, in vic;': o f ('slab lisb C'd polic:y of dcoc: : i':oting 

~ucn ur::ilF; b Iho Pacific OceC::1 A:('(] rlalls J:ave brJen formulated to decom· 

OiS5ioll lhe unit in the ncar future-. wHh base moinlena::ce- reverting to the 

Public Wo:~s Department of the siolion. Thi5 prospect. although s'cilject to 

cpp:ova! by higher aulhor:_y, has ra :sed the morale 01 the unit cO:Js:derobly . 

* * * 
H 

http:aS6uIr.ed


635 ,­
Personnel .. from the 1.26th . Battalion, 

Section two, formed CBMU.". . at Dutch 
Harbor Ju 15, 1945.. . s lmit· w.as in 
Alaska at the war's end.. · . 
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