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CBMU 599 

HIS tOR Y 
S, 1100. and Oad4'. 

April 3, 1944 , wa •• da~ that will 10 dowa 1n tb-. annal. 01 

C. 8. .. a i n ten a n c • Un' t 5 9 liI, for I twa. 0 nth a t day a t G.u I f po r t • 

Mllli •• lppl . that tha 134th Con.truction aattalion wa. dacoeel •• ­

i onado; Tha u.ual .aiety tha t prayalled on pa,da, wa. ovar •• had-

owed by thl. dl.hearteninl new •. It wa. a certainty that frland­

,hip. for.ed durinl boot camp day. would .oon be t erminated, with 

the entire par.onnel dl,per.ed to tha four corner. of the 11obe. 

Speculation w•• runnin. hilh, and .pirite low untll It wa. announ ­

ced tha t . new Con.tructlon 8att.110n ..alnt.nanca Unit would be 

commi •• ioned int o the U. S. Navy, officially de"lnated •• callu 

S 99. The comml •• ionln. date wa. April 10, 1944 . 

The officer and enlisted per.onnel ware cho.en mainly from 

Company A of the 134th NCB, Lt . Wl111am It. Bryant, former Company-

A Commandar, wa. a •• i.nad a, Office r in Charle, Lt . (J.) Jame. II. 

Grahama. Executive Officer, and En •• Garry B. Auatln, Carp . 

'ill1 •• Chrl.tofferl.n, and Donal~ A . Alw~rth a. Junior officer., 

Carp. Chrlltof'er.en ••• ho.pltali.ed .hortly after ha wa. rec­

eived aboard, .nd hi. name wa. d.leted fro. the ro.ter upon not ­

ilication from the medica l authoritla. t hat he would be unable 

to proceed with the unit. The lOll of t hl. officer wa. deeply 
I 

fel t I. he w•• beloved by the entire per.onnel . Fortunatel,.. how ­

ever . C,rp. Ch.rle. A. Shervlnlton ••• I •• ilned to hi. billet. 
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With all .wep.watlon••ade 'ow dep.rt~r •••e .h••• d of' f.r 

•••• re _ . , •••Po r t Buene••• C. ll'ornl a • on th e 2 4 th o' Ap r i l. 

ou t'lt •• rehl n l t 

.et b~ .an~ o"to.r. a.d •••• f tbo .Id 1'4tb". ".re 

Qul'port " . rode throulh Loul.lana. T•••• • "e. Me.lco . A,I •••• • 

.nd .ero•• tb. Color.do .1 •• r Into Call'ornl • • In the •• rIF 

hour. on the 21th our train pull.d Into tbe 7ard•• f our n •• 

b••• • The follo"lnl .o r nlnl found u. In hllh •• Irlt •• 

It " •• th e thoulhtl 0' Ilb.rt, In Boll,,,ood th.t hrAlbt.n.d our 

outlook. W•• oon l •• rned th.t ••• 11bert7 to"n &0117.00d ••• 

top., .nd the tr •• t •• nt .'ford.d u. b~ the p.opl. 0' C.II'owni. 

" •••bo•• r.pro.eh . Por the .o.t of u. It " •• our Inltl.1 .1 •• 

of the ••• t Pacific Oe.a~ It " •• then th. t the a.n f,o. the a•• t 

Co •• t re.ll •• d th'7 ".re quit •• dl.t.ne. fro. ho ••. 

w. qulckl~ .d.pt.d our.el ••• to the b •• _ relul.tlonl, and 

In .hort ord.r found our.el" •• In the _Id.t of .n •• tln.I •• alii-

Thl militar y P'.I' •• eon­

.I.tld of rlf1. , •• chlne lun, aort.r, .nd hand Ir.n.d. practlc. 1 

.nd •••••• k drill •. Bpecl.l tr.lnlnl ••• 11 •• n In ch•• lc.l "or­

f.r., fl.ld fortlflc.tlon., .nd c ••oufl.I" The technlc.l prOI­
, 

r •• con.l.ted of pr.ctle.l •• p.rlenc. In the 'leld of r.'rl,er. ­

t lon, .te.edorln•• h••• ,. equlp.ent, ' fir. fllhtln •• co.aunle.tlon•• 

dr,'tlnc, .nd Quon •• t hut e rection. Lecture•• nd .otlon .Ictur •• 

pertinent to thl, tralnlnl "., al.o included •• a p.r t of the pro­
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About the dviaed that embarkation 

I'ave would be aranted to 8 11 handa. Thi. leave belna the laa t, 

prior to embarkat ion, meant a areat deal to a ll of UI. We were 

bent on makina every minute count, end our lucceaa in dolna juat 

that, ia prove n by the fact that it ia atill v iYid in our memoriea . 

With embarkation leavea over we ae ttled down to the talk of 

~Iklnl f inal Dreparationa for duty outlide the continental llmitl 

of the United Statel. Th. carpenterl .ere bUIY conltructlna pack-

in I c •• e. , 0 r the 0 f fie. e qui pm en t , r e era. t Ion a 1 a ear. lIb r a r y, 

It_tl.tical and perlonne l recordl, and the entire atock of aener,l 

Itore •• At the lame time the .tevedore cr.w .a. loadina a carlo 

ahlp with he,vy equipment. With thia ve •• el loaded, Carpenter 

Sh rvinaton .ailed with It about a waek prior to the movement of 

the per.onnel. 

Brllht and early on the mornlnl. Jul y J, a fter what mi.,ht 

be called a midnight breakfas t, we anlwered mUlter In full pack. 

and shortly found ouraelye. marchlol up the aanlway of t he ~. S. 

Nlyal T ranaport Ship. At 1400 the line. were ca.t off and the 

tran.por t churned her way throuah the channel to the open lea. 

As we looked back toward the .lowly riding shoreline and the t iny 

hands waylna 'bon boyage' multitude or thoUKhtl flalhed throuah 

ollr m l nds. 

Desp ite the closcnels of our quartera we founo t hem relson­

ahly comfort8hl~ ancl we !loon acclimated oUflelveli t,o thi. new 
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Our t ren.port w•• rinilly med. fl.~ to the dock ••• llnld h.r 

"4 our .kipper went I.hore ~o report to the proper luthorlti •• • 

'hort 1y, w e wIlk e d dow nth. I • n I w I Y • n d b 0 I rd. d t r ail. r bu •••• 

hour elmp. Tent City! The du.t bowl of the Pacificl At f lr.t 

••• are unllllpr ••••d by the tenta that were to b. our quarter., 

but whtr the CAN DO ' pirit we .et our.elv •• to the t •• k of IIllk­

inl convenience. to off.et the bare neel •• itl •• provided u •• Due 

to the fact thl t we wer e a •• ianed to the m.intenanee of I Navi l 

Awi.tion Supply Depot which wa, i n it. initial ,tale of con.t ­

ruction, we wete obiilled to remain in Tent Clty unti l .uch time 

" the b.rrlek. of thi. depot wete erected. .it~ project. map-

P.d and work detail. a •• ilned , CayU 599 beclme a beehive of act ­

hity with the entire peraonnel exertinll every enerllY in the ex­

tcution of their ••• ilnment. 

In September we va c ated our quarter. and moved down t he 

rOld about a quarter of a mile to a Quon.et hut Irea. Althoullh 

we found theae n.w quarter. mor~ adequat e than l'vinll i n tent. , 

.. ny impr o vement. were made and f .cilitle••dded for our comfort 

Ind welfare. Durinll the en.uinl three month. we continued to 

trlvel to the new b •• e unti l .uch t ime •• our barrack. were ready 

lor Occupancy. Finall y on December 10, with the e.tabli.hment 

of the U. S . Naval B.rracks Area , CBMU 599 moved all in. We found 

IIvinl condition. in our new quarter. to be t he mOl t cOl\lfortablei 

tince our entrance into the .ervlce . With Iteel .prinl bunkl , 

Itrle individual locker., excellen t chow, and a Quonlet hut "rov -

Idtd f or hobby work. we had matters very much to our I.ti.f.c­

, ion. 

• 

41 

i 



Our journe, ar~ not with u. toda,. So",a •• left .1n Huene e, an c 

other••• r. t ran.ferred to .ariou. aetl.ltl •• durin, t~. ~a.t 


nln. -onth •. 


•• • rr ••• d In the lal.nda. 


Ju.t . ho. 10nl 0"" " •• Inlllent .ill k•• p "I It , , 

ol.peeulatlon. to t.lt, on 

anoth.r ta.~ thl. unit .111 b. r.ad, .Ith the ••••• trlt and 

fortltud. thet _Ill .1••,. remain a par t of our own CON!rRUCTION 

BATTALION MAINTINANCr UNIT 599. ., 
., 

• 
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H 5 fOR Y 
By Bloo••nd G.ddl, 

April J, 1944, "' •• a d.y that "ill go do"" In the annal. of 

C. B. M. I n ten. n c e Un I t 5 9 9, for it".. 0 nth. t day • t G.u 1 f po r t , 

YII.i'~ippl. th.t the 134th Construction B.tt.lion •• , decommi •• ­

ioneri. The ulual gaiety that prevailed on payday ••• over-.h.d­

owed by thi5 di.heartenlng n e w!. It .as • certainty that friend­

ship5 form~d during boot camp dayft would 500n be terminated. with 

tbe entire personnel dispersed to the four corners of the globe. 

SpeculAtion was running high. and ,pirits low until it was announ­

cer! thAt A new Construction Battalion MAintenance Unit would be 

commissionfld into th e U. S. Navy. officiftlly rlesignated aa CBYU 

599. The commissioning date was April 10, 1944. 

The officer and enlisted personnel were chosen mainly from 

Company A of the 134th NCB. Lt. William K. Bryant. former Company-

A CommAnder. "'A5 1I'!t· i g n e d li S Officer in Charge. Lt. (;g) JAmes M. 

GrAham 115 EXl'cutiv e Officer, Iln d Ens. Garry H. Austin. Carp . 

WilliAm Christoffersen, And DO n A I(. A. Alworth a~ junior officers, 

CArp. Chrilltoffersen WftS hOl'lpitAlizerl "hortly after he was rec-

e i v Po,) Abo A r d, and hill n arne was del Pte d r rom the r 0 s t e r up 0 n not­

ificAtion from the medical ~uthorities tha t he would be unable 

to proceecl with the IInlt. The loss of this officer "'as deeply 

fplt A" he "'0" beloved by the entire personnel. Fortunately, how­

'"rp. ChArles A. Shervington was assigneri to his billet. 
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With all preparation••ade for departure, we .hoyed off for 

Port Buene •• , California, on the 24th of April. We were. prou. 

outfit .archinl to the troop trein led b~ our own bend. At the 

eid!n., we were •• t by •• ny oilicere end .en of the old 134th 

.ho had co.e to .ay lerewe)l and .i.h u. Q.d .pe.d. 

Gulfport .e rode throu.h Loul.iana, T.za., New Me.lco, Arl.on., 

and ecro •• tbe Coloredo River into Callfornle. In the •• rI7 

hour. on the 28th our treln pulled into t~e yard. 01 our new 

ba.e. The fo110win. morninl found u. in hilh .plrit •• 

it .es the thoulhte of liberty in Hollywood that brilhtened our 

outlook. We .oon learned that e. a liberty town Hol17wood wa. 

top., and the treatment afforded u. by the people 01 Callfornl. 

.a. above reproach. For the mo.t of u. It w•• our Initial view 

of the va.t Pacific Oceam it .a. then that the men from the E•• t 

Coa.t realized they were quite a distance from home. 

We quickly adapted ourselves to the ba.~ re,ulation., and 

in short order found our.elves in the midst of an ezten.ive .ili­

tary and technical training program. The military program con-

listed of rifle, machine gun, mortar, and hand ,renade practice; 

field maneuvera; advance basic and advanced Ilr.t aid; bayonet 

and ga. ma.k drill •. Special tralnln, .a. liven in chemical war­

fare, field fortification., and ca.oufla,e. The t.chnic.l prog-

I 
ram consisted of practical ezperience in the field of re'rigera­

tion, .tevedorin., h.avy equip.ent, fire filhtlnl, co ••unication., 

draftin., and Quon.~t hut erection. Lecture. and .otlon pictures 

pertinent to thi. trainin••a. al.o Included a. a part of the pro­

aram •. 



aciviseci t h 8 t e mb 8 r kat ionAhout the third week of May we were 

This leave being the I A 5 t •leave woulci be granted to a 1 hands 

P rio r to emh .. rkat ion. meant a g reA t dea to A I 1 of us We were 

ben t on making every minute count ; anci our success i n doing j II S t 

t hat. i l! oraven by the fact t hat t i s " t i 1 1 vivie! in our me.""r ies, 

With emharkation leaves over we settled down to the task of 

ma kin It fin 0 lor epa r n t ion s for ci u t you t " ide the con tin en t a i mit s 

of the United States, The carpenters were busy conlltructing oack­

i n It CAS es for the 0 f f ice e qui pm e n t. r e C reA t ion a g ear. I i h r a r y. 

statisticAl and personnel records and the ent re stock of ~eneral 

storel!, At the same time the steveciore crew was loading a corg" 

ship with heavy equipment With this vessel loacicci. Carpenter 

Shervington sailed with it about a week prior to the movement of 

the personnel , 

Bright and early on the morning. July 3. after what might 

he calleo R midnight breAkfs5t. we [Inswereci muster in full pack, 

and shortly found ourselves marching UD the gangway of the L, S 

Savnl Trnnsport Ship, At 1400 the lines were enst 0(( nnd the 

trnnsport churned her way through the channel to the aDen sea, 

All w<' look"d hock townrd the.' slol4'ly fnclinlZ shoreline ancl the tiny 

II H n rill wI/V i n g • bon boy Tl iii (,' mIJ I tit u ci" 0 f tho u Io! h t 5 f I 85 he ci t h r 0 u ~ h 

nUT minds, 

!) .. ~ pit" t h" (; I 0 \I t' 11 t' S S 0 f 0 \I r '1 \I B r t " r s \I.' t' f 0 u n ,1 t h ~ :n rea son· 

" h 1 Y t' 0 In f n r t ,.. hi" fJ n d '" (' ~ 0 0 n n C (' I i ~\ 0 t (' d 0 U T ~., I \' t' S tOt h i ~ n ~ 14" 
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About the thirti week of Way we were adviseti that embarkation 

leave would be granted to all hantis This leave being the last, 

prior to emharkation, meant n gredt tiee to 1111 of us Wt' were 

bent on making every minute count onn our success in doinR lI!;t 

that, is nroven by the fAct that it is still vivid in our mem0rics, 

With ~mhBrkation leaves over wr srttled down to the task of 

mil kin It fill a I D rep a rift ion s for d u t you t sid e the con tin e n t R I i mit s 

of the Uniteti States. The car pen t e r!l we reb u s yeo n i'I t r u c t i ng 0 AC k ­

in g CAS es for the 0 f fie e e qui pm en t, r e c rea t ion a gear, library, 

.tatistical and personnel records, and the entire stock of ~enera 

Itores, At the same time the stevedore crew was loariing II cargo 

ship with heavy equipment With this ves.e~ loaded, Carpenter 

Shervington sRiled with it ahout ° week prior to the movement of 

the personnel. 

Bright and carlyon the morning, July 3, after what might 

he called A midnight breakfast, we answered muster in full pack, 

and shortly found ourselves marching UP the gangway of the C. S. 

!\8VRI Trollsport Ship. At 1400 the lines were CAst off And the 

trAllsport churned hcr way through the chonnel to the onen sea. 

A~ we lookrd hAck towurd the slowly fadinR ~horc ine and the tiny 

hand,; wAvinR 'bon bOYOR'" multitude of thought~ flRshed throul{h 

nur n~jnds. 

Il r !< fI i \.. , h t' l ' I 0 !l " II e s,; 0 f 0 \J r '1 \I 0 r t .. r s '" e f 0 lJ n.\ t h ,':n rea,. 0 n ­

" h I~' ,. 0 m f n r , " hi, ' 0 n d "'" ~ 0 0 nne '0 1 i "~O t r,~ n u r ~ <" 1 \' t' S tOt hill n " \/0' 
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environment. Before the day was over that old devil. mal de mer. 

had taken his toll. and nightfall found mAny s easick Seabee. 

aboard. However. within a few days all hands had found their sea-

leg~ and the experiences suffered was a matter for chiding and 

j est 

As the uni had no other duties a s s ign e d to them, ot h er th a n 

the gelley snd s e cur i. ty WAtch, the me n spe nt mos of their i me 

writinR , reAdin R , ~la y in R cards. and indulging in g e n er al conv e r ­

sation. Th e s renity a mi d st B blackout atmo phere pr o vi d e d much 

food for thou g ht as mony of th e men contpnt c d t h e ms e lves sprowl­

rd on the forward d ck. A silhouPtte in th e moonlight ye.. we 

thollRht Ahout that AS ...· e instinctively fing.,red our fe-jllckets 

which wer e continuously worn during the entire voyage. 

Dawn of the day found US nearing our destination and in a 

few hours we sighted land. A passing plane ~oomed across our bow, 

Ann fully sati,fied a9 to our identity, went about his duty search­

ing the sea and sky for hostile elements . It was quite B thrill 

e9 we rounded Diamond Head. passing Waikiki Beach. the Royal 

"awaiian Hotel, and other f8mou~ land merks we had so often read 

about in the past. While We idled outside the harbor waiting for 

R p i lot to guide us through the channel a school of dolphin play­

ed lozily off the starboa,rd side of Ollr ship. As the transport 

steomed its woy up the channel and into the harbor. our thoughts 

rsced back to that fateful December 1, 1941 
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Our tranaport .as finally made fast to the dock assigned her 

Ind our skipper went ashore to report to the proper authorities 

Shortly. we walked down the gangway and boarded trailer busses 

to our camp. Tent City! The dust bowl of the Paci ic! At first 

we were unimpressed by the tents that were to be our quarters. 

but with the CAN DO spirit we set ourselves to the task of mak­

ing conveniences to offset the bare necess ties provided us. Due 

to the fact that we were assigned to the maintenance of R Naval 

Aviation Suppl~ Depot which was in its initial stage of const­

ruction. we were obliged to remain in Tent City unti such time 

as the barracks of this depot were erected With projects map­

ped And work details assigned. CBYU 599 became R beehive of act­

ivity with the cn ire p ~ r~onnel exerting every energy in the ex­

ecutin~ of their assignment. 

In September we vacated our quarters and moved down the 

rosd about a quarter of a mile to a Quonset hut area. Although 

we found these new quarters more adequate than living in tents. 

many improvements were made and facilities added for our comfort 

and we I fare. During the ensuing three months we continued to 

travel to the new base unti I such time a~ our barracks were ready 

for occupancy. Finally on December 10. with the establishment 

of the u. S. Naval Barracks Area. CBMU 599 moved again. We found 

living conditions in our new quarters to be the most comfortable 

lince our entrance into the service With stee spring bunks. 

larRe individual lockers. excellent chow, and R Quonset hut prov­

ided for hobby work, we had matters very much to our satlsfac­

t ion. 
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All hands that departerl from GUlfport on th~ first tr~rk of 

our journey are not with us today. Some we left in Hueneme. and 

other, were transferred to varioUS activities during the past 

nine months. We have with us four men that joined our unit after 

We arrived in the islands. 

Just how long our a,.ignment will keep ua here I, something 

of speculation. However. when the time come. for us to take on 

another task this unit will be ready with the ,arne spirit and 

fortitude that will always remain a part of our own CONSTRUCTION 

BATTALION MAINTENANCE UNIT j99. 

II 
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-To: J. 

Irvm S. Ramnu~rm 
Comdr. CEC ).~p......__I 
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