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CBJIJ 593 

BeTO (139th CB) 
AiD - Gulfport - Hueneme 
Beaq Date - 15 Apr' 44 
Lett ABD - 22 Apr' 44 
Locati on - - .A..en-3a liat_ 

GUam 
1&i 

CBMIJ 593 arrbed Huenem troll Gultpor t on 15 MarI44. (Reatr Dlap 161645 trom 
Ruen. to no action ·&dees.) 
OBMU 593 lett J.BD 22 A r'44. (WHK) 

BMU 593 located at Pear bore (CNO Diep 061917 BOB 3784 to Comaeropac) 
OBMU 593 is located at !1nian. (Dirpacdocka aec ltr Ser 00277 to Comsertol18ctlt 
atd 21 AUg''") 
1 Sept44 report of CBMU 593 - no info on location. 
2 ot!. 81ld 148 men ordered. detached. trom T1nlan and to report to Comdr NaTal Air 
:saae•• Guam tor duty. The blance ot the CBMU consisting ot 2 otf. and 110 men 
will remain attached to USHAB Tlnian tor administrative purposes only. (Air 
Base Comdr NAB Tlnlan Itr KA.B (3347)/P16-4/00 (Per8sdbc) over Ser 15 (p) dtd 
7 Jan l 45 to OiDC CBMU 593. 
O:aKJ 593 is located at Guam (complete f) (IsComGu.am Sec Dlep to COO 030621 dtd 
8 :reb l 45) 
1 of ficer & lOB men detached trom DAB !lnlan on a9 Mar'45 to report to Salpan te~ 
duty & upon completion report to Comalrto~c:tltsuboOll 7d af~ tor duty (Auth
0.0. BAB 1'1olan. r'ltrlet~d~1tr dated 29 Mart45 aer1al 422 P) to 01nO OEMU593) 

CBMO 593Qum!l 
geNU 5j3 located at Tinian according to Dirpacodeks San Fran Sec Report for 15 
l1ar145 
1 Apr'45 repo~t of the 18th CB - 18th CB took 
on 27 Mar1 45 " 
It is ass d hat the 593rd CEMU will r e a r t 
SeC l tr s er 001903 .dtd 28 Aprm~Qi~Com Guam 
CB1~ 593 is shown located at ~ With 148 men 
Sec Rep of 15 Apr'45. 

over duties of CBMO 593 on Tinian 

t o NAB Orote on Guam. (COlnSSrVIE- C 

at Guam on the Dirpaodocks S.F/ 

4 adQtld CBMUs will be ordered to Gup.m f or P.W. re~uirements. This makes a totR: 
of 15 CEMUs at. assigned. or to be essigned to Guam to meet P.W. re~uirements. 

These un i ts are 502. 504. 506. 511, 515. 532, 593. 594. 597. 602, 619. p-lld 4 to 
be later designated. (Oomservpac conf apdltr Ber 02628 dtd G3 May to Oomfw~area-

centpac) 
On 1 Aug 145. CBMU 593 "rill report to the 0 inC 35th Reg fo r adm co at ro1. The ope: 
control of the unit will remain with the activity to \\'hich it is at present 
attached. (IaCom Guam order #40-45 dtd 23 July) 
CBt-tU 593 is located at HAB Orote, Guam. (ComAirPll.c sec 
f'. ircrait service unit s in .t'acific are8. dtd 2 Aug ) 
.leq you issue necessa r:' additional instructions to M.ve 
3fith 3.e;""( Public ',forks) . C::inc 10'" con:: s!=,dl tr dta l~ AUE 

report on st .<·tus of .fev 

ell G'~em C8r-.lUs r eport t~ 
'45 sar 03G01.::l to 

·:omserV9E'_c) • 

1 Sept '45 repo rt of CIMU 593 . 

1 Nov '45 repo::ot of CBMU 593 -
Brg. 

1 Feb 46 report of CBMU 593 ­

Loc;,!.t ed a t Guam. _-ts-port vip. 35th ::teg . 

locat i on not stated. Re :>ort vie ;>:f)th Rp.g. <:I: 5th 

located at Guam. Rep ort via 35th Reg & 6th Bri g . 

http:IsComGu.am
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A SHORT HISTORY OF CBMU 593 


Construction Battalion Maintenance unit 593 was formed when 

companies from the 139th and the 143rd construction Battalions were 

merged. There were men from various basic training camps that were 

brought together. Some had been stationed at Camp Peary, 

williamsburg, Virginia, some had been at Camp Endicott, Quonset 

Point, Rhode Island, and some were taken from station Force in 

williamsburg, where they had been running the camp as maintenance 

men and instructors. 

Most of the members of 593 came together at Camp Hollyday in 

Gulfport, Mississippi, around the first of March, 1944. Here the 

men received advanced training and schooling in machine gun 

operation, machete practice, and physical assault instruction. 

They were trained for heavy equipment operation, electrical, 

mechanical, and refrigeration installation and repair, and many 

spent time working in ship's stores. Some also took a barge trip 

to Cat Island to install Marston mat on the beach. This experiment 

was scrubbed when fog rolled in and the planes were unable to land. 

On March 11, 1944, the members of the Unit boarded a train and 

were shipped to Camp Rousseau at Port Hueneme, Oxnard, California. 

Here they received more advanced field training including fox hole 

digging and night maneuvering. Then, on April 22, 1944, the men 

boarded the S.S, young America and headed toward Pearl Harbor and 

the South Pacific. The ship was a cargo ship converted to a troop 

carrier. It docked on April 28, 1944, at Iroquois Point, o~~u, 

Hawaii, across the channel from Hickam Field. The men had various 
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assignments, according to their training, but the goal was to get 

equipment unloadeQ from the cargo ships and placed at collection 

points for the various units, getting everything sorted and ready 

to be shipped to the islands. 

Everyone boarded the troop ship 8.S. Jean LaFitte on June 18, 

1944, and headed for their destinations in the Mariana Islands. As 

the ship crossed the 180th meridian, the International Date Line, 

latitude 11 degrees 57 minutes, at 2245 hours on June 22, 1944, all 

of the men of CBMU 593 became Golden Dragons. The ship was 

detained in the Kwajalein Lagoon, Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, 

beginning June 26, 1944. The men stayed aboard the S. S. Jean 

J~Fitte, waiting at anchor with about a thousand other ships until 

Guam, Tinian and Saipan were secured. 

They left Eniwetok, still aboard the Jean I~Fitte, on July 23, 

1944, and arrived at an anchorage off 8aipan on July 28, 1944. The 

Marines and the Fleet were still shelling, bombing and invading 

Tinian. 

On August 2, 1944, the Unit landed on Tinian. A camp was set 

up in a sweet potato field, with everyone sleeping in pup tents. 

It was "pretty bad ll when it rained, and it rained a lot, adding to 

the number of flies, bugs, and mosquitoes. The men worked twelve 

hour shifts for three weeks, unloading cargo from the ships. On 

August 29, 1944, the unit was moved to North Field, at the opposite 

end of the island, where a permanent camp was set up, directly 

across the channel from saipan. Tents were set up for maintenarlce 

and a chow hall. While the carpenters were setting up tents and 
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ITINERARY OF CO STRDCT I ON ATT ALI ON MAINT ,NANCE UNIT #593 


15 Mar 	1944 

22 Apr 	1944 

May 1944 

21 Aug 1944 

? Jan 1945 

29 Mar 	 1945 

1 Aug 1945 

Formed at AFD, r-u1fport, Uiss, with personnel 
from the 135th C.B. 

Arrived ABD , Port Hueneme, Calif . from ABD, 
Gulfport, Miss . 

Departed ABd, Port Hueneme, Callf . for overseas . 

Locat ed at Pearl Harbor. 

LocB.ted at T _nian. 

2 officers a,nd 148 men detached from duty at 
Tini an and departed for Guam for duty. 2 
officers and 110 men, remainder of CBMU 593 still 
attached to NAB, Ti nien for administrative 
purposes. 

Detachment of 1 officer and 108 men at Tinian 
detached and departed for Saipanfor temp duty. 

Located at NAB, Crate, Guam under adm~ni6trative 
control of the 35th Regiment. 

NOTE: 	 This itinerary baaed on recorda in C.B. Operations end 
Personnel Sectlon, Bureau of ava1 Personnel. 

5 September 1945 
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