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A.,:U Glufuort 

3eAdy Dat e - 7 J an l 44 
:eft ALiD ? Feb ' 41 
Lo cation ?ussell Is. 

of ~3~·ru 

o!" CElID 
of C31ID 
of C:ill 

C3 ru 57..;L 

o - ;1--t: - : ~:.:u :--7 3 included in list of <'ctivities at Russells earmarked Rnd reCl v lct e r but 
!'J ' es t in" t i C' :1 s ;> 3 s i gn~d. (Comsopac sec disp 290535 Ma y l 4 5 to CODse r vp . c) 

6-29-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of CBMU 573 - operating in Russells in conjunction with CB!~ 572 . 
?- 2 .... --,.~ - 1 J ~1 1--r5 !" e ~o rt of C ~~-t--ru f:=;73 - locatedat ?us se lls. 

: - .. ;:, - ': :" .,:, ~7'J4~ !" e f e !"" (repl c-.ci ng CB .1U :"-72 and CBD F.'·56 ) . Conce;.:' pre i c.ed :'c l L'tl : ? 
::..~c. ' i V~1. 1er. t n1?n is apiroV'ed. As s'U.. r ed reter:tion i n 30Pe. ~ a reA. p::.d ' i £';:::1":", i'. ,: ~:::: 

:; ~ : 2::U :=' ? ~ ,.:1 t [ . s evec. 'J I"i ne personne l fron CB ( ;jp) s no I" in tr.t'> a. rf> ~ t~ , " IX 

3 ~ :,e;lt:t • 'J:" -± 21j . ';: . i s p V '.!'. to i'urni s h e . 'lE'rie:-,ced nuc l eus r e ..... a t. ~&ch oJ t - : 

S'.l-,':> :"V:Se c :"""0 10' c.ir,,, 'ny -ener"ll service pe!"sor.u:.el . ( C O !!l~OT1"' C 8~C a.i r ;: } J .':' ': 
\"• ..... :':r : CO .. lse :- D[1 ~ J 

~ .:-.~ ' I o.!5 ~€' ~.:, rt f C E~':u 57 :3 - located a t _-ru sse lls. 
~ .:: ' .'-'.i s 'eL e i s _i r e ct t:d. t 'J ciet i"_ h CBMU 5 73 & ,") l"oc "'"d t o :,:,~l. ..i Lt/) . '~.~: ~ . .. .. : . ~ 

:." .ir , ::' O :'e-c :-t to:, C.n , :::;5 . 3i>nto f o r G.',;,t;y-. (S01:' e r v r s:.-r: :;~ c -m ' - - ~.-:-

J _ '. J.j- J.. :; . ' ei~ I ' " t o G~ , c. Clt hers) . 
-17-'t5 - CB U 573 detached from Russell Is. and will proceed to Espiritu Santo & r epor t t o 

eNE , Espiritu SP~to. (CNB, Russell Is. conf ltr ser 0362 dtd 11 Septl~5 to Oioe. 
CB L. 573 ) . 

.0-d6 - -:b 1 Oc ' ~5 ~eport of C3MU 573 - located at Espiritu Santo, N.H. CEMU 573 l o:t 
the.l{ussell Islands on 11 Septl45 & arrived Espiritu Santo, N.H. on 14 Sent '4:"1 . 

1:.-3J- '7':- - 1 _'ov'';5 report of CBl-1U 573 - located at Espiritu S8nto, N. R. 
1..: -1 :, -,.;=: - : Je ;: 145 reDort of :::BMU 57~ - located at Espiritu Sent.o, LH. 

1-8- <!6 - l,J o!!l se~c r "'c.:s A.d.;Jinoff of Cr;mSoPac to inpctiY.:>.te CBHU 57:3. ( ::; r:Jsc r vnA. C c. i ~,? 
I.oL·04 5 Jwl.t6 to . tn inC) :"f 0:" COr:JSoPac). 

http:inpctiY.:>.te
http:pe!"sor.u:.el


CBMU 573 


1. -1,j - ~c - G13;-' 573 ine.ctivated. on 5 Jan'46. (ComsopAc 080646 Jan'46 d: sp to Ca msPy·v:-·:, d . 
_ . _ ..... - _ I n ' 4;; ~e)o rt of c:m,!Tj 573 - locate<.i. at Espiritu SCinto. N.H.:i.

1-3:J-~ - Di::mQs itio:1 of . @rs. of CBMU 573 upon in['ctivRtion WPS:-- 60 men to it c 3t e. . I :-t 
~0Pst !a r l ar va ~ f~rthe~ assignment; 51 men to CBD l056( Sp) . Se=. 1 for Cuty ; 
~C ;oen to enD 1056 (3";)) Sec. 2 for duty. (Comdr., 30Pe c Ar eF r-,- 3J P? ~ : :;rce ~ t:I 

s er 5-61 dt d. 11 J R )" I 4c, to Corns ervpp.c) . 

INAC I V.::... ':ED 

ON BOARD 
DATE OFFICERS mill AUTHORITY 
1 Jul l 44 
1 .~'44 

1 Sep' 44 

5 
5 
5 

260 
260 
260 

MoR 
MeR 
MaR 

lOc t '44 
1 Nov' 44 

5 
5 

')59 
257 

( SO D F C 

MaR 
r ,.) ~ .... t - 1 .,. 'v I ? ) . 

1 Dec'44 
1 J an '45 

5 
5 

255 
255 

l.foR 
MeR 

1 Feb'45 
1 Ma.r'45 

5 
5 

256 
254 

MaR 
MoR 

1 A1l"45 5 251 Moll 
1 Ma3" 45 
1 Jun'45 
1 Jul'45 
1 j..ug 1.:t5 
1 Sept'45 
1 Oct '45 
1 Nov ' 45 
1 Dec l 45 
1 Je)"\ '45 

4 
4 

4 
4 
5 
7 
7 
5 
5 

252 
249 

239 
226 
'loa, 
180 
213 
131 
168 

MoR 
BNP625 & R 

Roster & BNP625 
K . 62:'1 6: ct 
BNP625 c.: ... 

BNP625 & :a 
BN'P6 2 r & R 
B ?C,~ !,,\ ~ 3 
BNP625 & R 
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FOR,E'YORD 

T HE following ac(~otult of the activitit!!-l of 1wu Scauet' 
lImiJlt(!llanCl' unit:" fro111 org:lIlizaticm throll!!h lIwil' 

fin.;t yoar of OVCJ'srnl' clnt~·, attC'm]J~, in it:; ll1ode~t WH~', 
to r(~f'o]'d n~ ohj(>C~ti"ely al; po::~ible. llot ouly :"ome of 
the faets inyolv(;~d but ul:;o in purr the temper ui tht., 
lllen hehind I.he fnc.tl$ I1mI tLl' ihwor ot' the lift, ('01lf1'(l1It
ing tlll'lIl. It t."!, 11{'J'h~ll)~ imp(l~=-ih]c' to C'O\"'l' adc'clllnt('],r 
('yen a fl'ac·t.ion ot' the fidd l'C'1l1"e:,C'ntcd hy ~ g-roup of 
this :lo]'t. hut if then' ~e:mlts elll app1'oximation of the· 
genentl fetting, that will be 8utlil.'ielJt. Stlllll' lIIay he 
auk, to r('c~uglli1.l' thclIls(!lycl'o ill tll4.' l'llSnill{! l'agc~ ; 
IIth('1':-I wi1lllIlT. n~ that n~ it nm~·. rl1.·ts of 1ho llwtc'l'ial 
thingg w(' had to <I('nl with :\1'(;' helieved to he suh~tanthi]
],' corred. 
. Not evcl'yth.iug, very likely nut C'\'l'1I tlw th i IIg~ ::lJlJIl' 

might c'vIIl.ide}' JUo~t \'ital, i:; (lqpil'1:{'d ill the> fO]]UWitlg 

fe'x1. (lrawillA'~ ann }l1IOtogmph~, It j:-: a 111ulHm fai1in~ 
to o\'('J'look thine:) whie-h. hchl2: tuo dose. l.ake dh;j iu('t , ... 
~bupc ollly as tUne muL ui:lt nllt'e ~hal'l)Cll t.IlC' illJagl', 
.But it is tile t~xjJl'etutioll t.hnt l"llOlIgh l1U1tel'i:tl hai' h('l'lI 
)'1'('::clltcc1-cIlOllgh of tho s lllall c1(!tnil~ as w('J] c'lit t]u: 
hroad('r pat.tern!5-sn that it will re("lIll Tn YOII 1111

lIlf'llti(lIl(~d fad.s thut mny bt, lliore pel'tiuclIl to yOUl' 

(lWII life ill the IlIInll ~cl'vil'l'. If ,rllll ,.Itlll'l. WUIIL h. 
l'('lJIlJmJ.('r Lllly of H • ."tlll (':111 (Ihtaill, ro)' a IIl1llliUlIl ::m m, 
:111 lI~hl'al1 into whi,'ll ihi:.: yolulll(, will fit. ('onYl'lli(,l1tI~.,. 

-:mel no qlH?~t-ion8 n~ked, 
On tbe othel' hand, if you Jlot ouJ.'" wi~h to l'i.!llll'lllIJl'l' 

:'OUII.'. Iltillg~ hut. al~(I tu ad,l n Loudl uf t]1l' :;:.pedacullll' 
for tIl«' lWllefH of a ('!Hlp}!' of nOlll'licl'l who w(,l'cn't 

" 

there, you ('an use the material to develop a lie that will 
at least be consistent with some of the facts, You will 
still have plellty of Jut it.mIt!, 1'lrl:.' ouly thiug you ~]wuld 
guard aguiu:o;f i::; }l:t:-\:o:iug thc book nl'ouud to sh(lw yUill" 

friends wlu~l'c ~-Oll lLpp<'nl' in t he J.llJotogra])h~, A f;iray 
glance a.t all0t:hr.r pi("ru~'e or a cartoon may spoil r~ur 
whole story umL ~'Oll nllght lunre to lllakl' H u<.'a.l \nth 
yOUI' rl'ielld~ to kt.,(,p thl'i I' tl':'1JS shut. 

Throughout tllt' tc~illnl rnnTtcl', yuu will nnti(~t' till' 
absence of proper tlnnte:;. Ther.e are only fonr tbat 
have a direct (.'OllllCdioll with the tJUltit.s: GUHU~I', the 
dog; Blnckie, the dog; H J·~ll(.lu. tb<.' dog; alJd D()l'~ th<: 
parrot. Olllis~ioll~ wt're! c1c'liilcl"IltC'. followillg It polit~y 
of genernli7.:11 iou, But ZO'tHlwwh('rl' ill th(' photo{!l'aphir' 
section each mall will1ind n f,w.::;imile of hii; lIIul!, 

TlJis account. U1uk('1$ 110 pl'etcll~e of bcilJg litl!l'(1l·Y. 

It wus put tOl·wthl'l" tCIf) {nsf. (-u ])(' lluythilJg' cxecpt II 

hasty r Cllfodw,t inn of S(~(,t iolts (If Ii f(' 011 n ~nllth Pllc,in" 
island dur·iJlg wartime. Aud it had to he ,lone fast. nor 
only beeau.s~ 0111' i~hll1d ~tay wus increasingly IIm'ertailJ. 
but W2:lO bC:'l'atl.:!c it was llccc~~m'y to get the llmterill] 
into the Ullllly llllllc1~ t hut llllljolt thulllh IIwl IlPlll"O\!l.' it 
before the prinl(,I' tllk(~g m"el', As it wa:;, YOII had rumnf;f 
forgotten llhout the book II" th(;' ti1lJe YOU re('('iw'c! rom. 
copy. hudu't YOli t • , . , 

It tlhuuM 11(' uuh,tl that. tllll'ilJ~ 1"'C'lllll':.LtioJl uf the 
book llll offif'inl })I"cZO's,lIJ'C was ('X('I'teel to ~ubprr1ilJ:Jte 
one thing OJ" to ele"f"aTC' Imnt-her, to omit sonl<' thilJ!g'~ or 
to 8ulMUtute otller::" til" iu an:' way to dh;tort the sc'cme 
us i t U-IJ)JoUI't,d Lo the rec'Ol'dl~d, l~llt the t1t'IUUUUS of 
CCtlsors.bil) at thiH tillle bchlg incxol"llhle, it lIluy fol14.lw 
!.,hat t'Cl'taill clelctions will he in;;i!-tted upon, * 
~ey we;:--Delctfons lnduded sc\'cr#ll passages and rf'fprt'n(,l'8 in 
..ac text, And n few phologr.tplUI and maps. 

http:fol14.lw
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'\-1 
Cn:-;tfol of puhl i~hil1g enough r·opie:: to furnish c.leh 

man ill the l1nit :; with I)m~ will be defrnycd entirely by 
tht! Rl'C;l'(~a1.iI-'ll lhllul. 1·'01' extra cupit!.. you lllU:st nu"lkt! 
with the lllulilah. 

A11 of 111' i'ogt"tlH'r ])l'o(11u'('(1 thi::: volume. N()w, 
dnmyn. l'end it! 

H. E. S. 

Banika 
Hll:O\:;(']) hlanrl~ 
:R ri ti~h Solomon r::lnnds 

11 March 1945 
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l:s"Pl{ODl·l"rlON 

TIDS :-;tOI'Y hc~i II:' i 11 111l ('C"ll"lIl'J'S of lIw (·'ltll1~lT' . ill 
the home:-; of the men who )t"ft them and 111 the' 

minds of the men wlw euuu.' away. They emllo like the 
sands of u,n h()lll'glm;:-l. Howlug toward. the t ~lmh~l'. 'l'hey 
sifted throlll!'h tilt' ('l1l'sal pn:'l'\ag(~ thut W:I" the tl'aiuillg 
ground, and on t1H~_ otlWl" :::ide thor !'IprC'ncl om 1'0 :l!'\l\ign· 
ed places O\Ter th~ glohe. Some of tbem dUl1~ togethel' 
and this is the stOl'Y of some who did. 

From the hegiunillg' there WCl'C tiiffil:ult luijm;tun!uho: 
to make llmI hal'cl.:hips to hc~ hm'lw in )lrt~p:lm1 ion for 
the task at hand. So there were complaint;; Ilnd ~nulC 
bitterness-hut for nil that, l'e~igllntion to whatever lay 
ahead. 

This is not to :my Umt iUeQllVCnicuecs allll rlisl"up
tion!; were enrhn'C'c1 nlwa~'s with dw hest or J!rnnl', Huw
ever, from the l.m~ettlil1,g' undercurrents of war anel it.;;; 
baokgroWld, men fa:::hion all expedieut perspecth-e
an outlook thut fiud::; u measure ()f NCt:Ul'ity ill the in· 

. evitnble nlul develops :t Bu:;tniniug hmuor from tll(! 
commonplace" of m.JI·es~it.y, Thu.~. while th<,y benr nQ 
resemblance to talent S('(lut~ for comic opera, they 
eventually become eapablc of ltwating, ut the tlrop of a 
coconut, somethil1g t.o dllll'klc about, c\'cn though it iN 
morose 01' irpni('.. And if ther(' i~ nothing to rhudcll) 
over, bitching fill:; the gap-bc('omes, in fart. a fin<' art 
of maintaining emotional stability. It is un expl'es~ion 
of the unholy sati:-lfadiou to he derived frum lIlt! Ul~
sumptiOll t.hat nnt hillg 11m; bern !lone' right, nothing i:l 
being done ril!ht and the ('hnnc'c!; are thnt l1othin~ \..ill 
ever be dOlle right. 



".iii 

We hav(' done plC'nty of r.}mckling and plenty of 
hitching ; and although "c may not be able to say W~ 
enjuYf'll Clllr:!elY~~ in the ~el'yicc, sowetilJlt,,s at least we 
were pl'vbahly able to kid ()ll1'::;elve~ into thlllking (hal 

[lnrlR of it w(,I'('n't too hnd. 
Tn our nttiturl(':" W(, wC'l'e no diffel'C'llt than an~' other 

hrandt of the military which lta~ been pushed around 
fl'(.llll here to titCl't', a11(1 ~o we ttl'C ut Huett)' to ll:ie thl' 
old milit.try fUJ'lImln of l'.oll1plaiJJil1~ like' nil ~it:-I\nt 
nhollt tl1C' he'atil1g' we took To do 1hi~. h-\t~~ 1nkc n look 
u.1 onr period (If ~el'vi ...e a:; it looked to us while it wns 
happening. But if Wt' ::;ee auytb ing too! too wUlldcl'ful 
nll(lut it, ld/ s slul' :;[Uokillg 1hose thi1lg:; ultogethcr. 

Awl now hnvi II~ dilly C'xpo\l1ul<'Cl tllC! (lxlll"'inhlC'! nml 
..:tnt('(1 0111' rlden:o;('. w(' takp a gander haC'kw31'd . 

nOOT .\ND ADVANCI'.D 

CHAP'r KR OXE 

I Jl. wid(,II fl lar!Jt' grOIl p of d;l"a,'il~ pt·'·..;UIl .... 
bt hl!1 lmlllHhf tn{jl'tllrl' lor tilt fir,~t fimr 
aJUl pl'orr.Qu if. at a 1UW (I.l t'tflini1;g "'I"OlOul, 

becom.e ,.;ore1tl II"jed and (l·r(' on!y (00 I,a.p
1'.11 1l'htll IIt(ly (.'(l-/I 1t"u. !UJ tI/(~ ... rt./IlbUd,. 

T HE gOtl () l'(~~ idcllts of the State of '"irgilliil (~ould 
do lIuthiul:! abuut it.. ..:\ uatif.lllul I'olllhjl\{~ kUOWll u:; 

the Rlll"lmU (If Ylmb mill 1)oc·l;::-; of tlw ~:I\"Y n(~pm't
mont 11:111 tnkl'll OW,!' fonrreen :'f"J1I:ll'C' mi1('s of Vir
ginia 's fine~t rl'd mud 1ield~ awl t-:aid: I'Let there he a 
United ~tatc~ .Kava) l"f.)ll!'Otl'uctioll rI'I',tinillg Center, 
"ri1l i:lrn~hUl·g. \r... r· Ami t1il'I't~ Will'( lItle. Hut llUl't nf 
it W II!" in Mn~l'lIc1c·r. Yu. 'Y('lI: tho:;(· thiug,,; lI'i1l1u\'1JP(~1I. 

Auel lll'ivate l'Ol\ll'flf'torg cle8(~ellclecl and bu il t nIl 
manner of l'a11l!'ll1.wkle bUl'rcl('k~, and roa'.lw,\ys and 
diVCI'8 e!'!tllhli~hlIlCJlt:;, .Awl they l':lu~c(lll1e::~h<tll~ awl 
drill ~.;}ll!d~ (II 1.1' ('I'('!'h!(l AJ1(l watm' ~Y::'(flms llwl 
plumhin~ li11l' :; ('l·('al,I.) thf'Y t.hrrn, Aud wh~n thc)- 1111(1 
finishC'd, hell ol(I, the Bm'enu ~n1.C'd tll)on theil' w!"Irk and 
called it good ~ 

One t.lwUlmJltl HIl!1 l'l'v(:lIty-:six men di::mgl'cccl with 
tbitS l\clJlc·hl...dIlU. 'I'll(' why HUel wlWl'l'f'U1'" mAy hc('ou1l' 
8ppHI·(·n1". ill tlU' 1I1l1'1'nti,(' of the l07(t 

On~e upon a rime (Uelohel' 20 ]94~) . 11 saci-::mck(:d 
aggregutiuu (If :1e1f-st,vleu .1 t'lIrrJ'u:;cd bllShll't1s" liued 
up nil a eold !'!IIull-lmrl' dI'ill gl'\JllUd of' Calli), P('UI'Y':; 
A-l AI·c'a. Tlw,Y \\'('1'1 ' 1l1('mhl'l'~ (If the new 1Hth Sn)1C')' 
Battalion. '1'Iw nam(' Imcl a11 The sonnd and eal'mu!·k..; 

http:pl'orr.Qu


3 ')... UitI IT fir' If i (\'1 

of a "f',r~wk nr::.t-liw·" out. lit , :-;nl1\('thil1~' exh'a 1lflWt'I'

fnl, dire :lIIrl nminol1f; tOI' the cne.ll1r.like a ~('.('rct wenp
on. Hut Clll it meallt wm; "~upeJ'[ll1llH'rar,\" ;,. ill ~bort. 
~olllethillg that I.'l)uld he draggecl ill if awl. Wh('ll it were 
nCf..'ch,tl. .:\11(1 l"(IUll, 1I0t h(·jug Ul.'(!dl'd ill itA thi'U ('OI1:,ti

tuted fOl'Ill, the gnllaut 18th wni' drawn mill fJuartered. 
Two of jets ('ompommt:::; formed Uw or~aIlization tbat 
one (hlY would :;cttle, with much wailing ami gWl:;hiug 
of teeth, 011 the litt It~ i:;lu 1111 of Buuika. a wutcr-houll4.1 
w:,,'1". on thr hoftr Pnt!ifh~, allwit 011(' of the lllrgr.l' of 11l!' 
50-odd Rll~!:lpll 'I:,lnnd~, 

Hut nIl tlris wa::; in the future and the typical Seabec 
is not p:;yc,hk Fqr the mOlll('llt. tl1c unl1ttppy band was 
faled to lifuurl OIl rearr'~ drill field, to nwuit tho eulling 
of thC'ir ll:mH'~, tn ~h(lulcler their two un~aill]Y ~eahags 
'and to haul their aehin~ fundaments after an offiecr 
who would guide them to their ncw barracks, 

Most. of the 18th'~ penwnncl was fl'e~h from boot 
camp whcr(~ in four long week::: the. fear of Oml, thn 
Offir.cr.:! :mcl. the OPO's had been so instilled in them 
that they t ('embled at the thought of a bunk out of align
ment with the eraeks in the tloor nud blankets folded 
the wroIlg way :;0 thnt tilt! Htoll('il~ ,,',r.r(! up~itlc down, 

Throughout hoot, thef(~ had hcrn fourth day "duty 
day::;. II nllg-eycd men had been initiated into the 
mysterics of "short arm," On kitchen police they had 
kuowu the tormC!ut of finding ouioll.";, bat! felt lye water 
Kwirl ankle deep 011 Illcsshall {lOUI'S, Thcy had kCIlt the 
mic1ni~ht vigil at guard posts, challenginJ! both 5hadow 
and 8ub::;tanee. They had pradically poli(~ed the area 
down to bed rock. 'rhe.re had been board,,·mlk l'epair 
amI mop pu~hil1g awl ha11d liho\'cl opet'atioll .mel all 
kinds OT slimy dctnilR in all pl\l't~ of cnmp. There had 

Boot lLll(l .A dr'(lJlrYd 

been ledllr('~ fmel moro 1 ect.1I rcs awl thl' bw\'itabJe ['('ad
ing of the H Articles for the (tovcl'ume.l1t of the U nitC'd 
States Kavy," If thc weather stank too bad for outdoor 
operation!:!, a leetUl'e 011 intel'il)r guard was alwaY$ 011 

tap. SOnH'tillH'S therl' were led Ul'CS ill the bUl'l'aeks 011 
field st,rippillg of pi('('CR, TIWl'(, W('I'e agonizing morn
ings and ufternoon~ of drilling; and fnr the l'nwk-ward 
squad" or those vI·-hose towels didn ~t happtll10 ue Uimw 
white at II erudlll illSlJrC'tiuu, a little nigbt "in::;trUt~
tion. " 

"Rij:.rht. ~holllrle.l' , . , , Ha-a-a I T.Jt'ft ~hoU1cl.(,l· , , , , 
Hams r . , , , Fnw-wood , , , , hokh! .... By the right. 
Bank ... , hup! By the left flank. , , , hoop! . , , , Rl'-C
ep, hup, t.rip f(llIl' amI your left, , , , your left, .. , To 
the rear hllt('h to tll(! ]'('a1' hl1t(~h , , , ,!! 

It went on 11111 il your hr(lgallEi "Wore YOlilr feet to raw 
meat and you walked as though you momt~utal'ily ex:
pected nIl il14.IccCllt gesture, 

There were drill j llstrue.to(·s, who with :-;ludicd 
critical gllZ(', :;:allntC'l'Nl onto the flnld a mimltc late 
probably h('('unse tber bad lab) awake half the night 
mulling over a lle'i\-' gag to u::;c on the boot:5, ~ome of 
these fugiUv(lS fl'01l1 1I day'~ wlIrk struggled very hllrt! 
to be c()lll(!di~lll~, Tlwy J1:1cl a ff'\\, ~1-aJ1(llll'Cl ~Hc1i~lll~ ~llC:h 

as orderhlg a qnakinJ.! dc1Luquent, who may quite ilmo
cently have eonfused ea~t with w('st, 10 sialld at atten
tion, helmet ill h~eth, 01' th(:y had~ for ill~tanee! a quip 
eak'Ulntt'c.1 to ]tllllil' the u.ucUelwe: 

"..Al] right, all l'ighl, )Olar'! Su(,k in t.hat. Ruclwei~('r 
tumor!'~ 

Not aU instructors had Brondway in their blood; 
but BOfllC wonltl have: gin.m thdl' 1~lu('juc:1wts :Manual 
with r ig1lt 1lI'lIl :,Um'ht'd to he knowll Ill-l n ·'c·un1. '! 
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"A/I rig"', .\f,td S"d~ in ,II", n"t/IC't:i,n' ,umorl" 

On dry dnyiol, 01' if the clew w~re le~ t.han n half iurh 
deep. you might he herded iuto the woods for extended 
order, a fOl'!H I)f aUaek by intiltrutiOll whi('h (·o1.Ilc.l be 
c1Icdi\'c if your butt didll'f hll\'(! lUl Eifft·l Towel'l'ol1l
pl~x, The wny it bnppf'ul.'c1 ill hout, you f·l'ilw)rcl. on the 
ground followinlZ' your ::;qnnd IE"nder nnel r:hief who 
blit.he]y l~d ~'ou into ambush. Aud wh~n you saw n 
guy with a handkurchief tied to hi~ urlll, you jumped 
1he :-IlIluhif,t' h nJl(I told him he wus dcnd but. lw wouldu't 
bel i('v(' )"OU, 

'Vith one thin~ or nnother-bayonet drill, grenade 
heaTIng and mUthete drill wIth Ii wooden facsimile of 
tho ~lc('oy-h(Jut trlliuing l'Ull itli COUl'::IC. Th(~ u ll'ight
ing Sl':lhcc U who hnd SUCI(~c!~."4flllJy fought hi!'! wn~' 

Boo' tJ.nd A dwwc('t/ 

through wus giVCIl Jjlll·ting ill~jmll'tiun:o; nlld Wlll'l1iug~: 
then his assignmc.nt, Por mo:;;t. the a~:o;igmllr'llt W:li' tel 
the 18th Super awl UIU~ th(, 10;6 ~to(ld, on Oetoher 20. 
at the A-l drill field, slightl}, ('onfused and htmdld<"('ed. 

Advanced truiuillg heg'uu wit h It ::t.iUluluted huug, 
Up the hill to dl'iJJ ~h(,fl rOll went to hem':1 lutlc1~I)C'nk('r 
blare : "Simulate Inllc1 nllrl l,wk;" rhrn "Fire nt wilL" 
and the dry firing elieks filled the l'c:.boiJlg shed like thl' 
chatter of Xow Yeat·'~ t!W~llllis('IIIUkcr, 

Later thel'c W(ol'O t'OZ,'. s(,lI1ilUlI'~ ill the wllod~ wht~J" .' 
an instructor (>Xll1iliJU'd tlw hi:o=tlll'~', mr=,tC'l'r, l11en~111'('
ments and operation of the A-Il-the litrlt:' (':\l'hint' 
everyone allowed he'd like to hu\"(~ for hunting ufter 
the war. 'Vhcn the iu.;hllciol' W:l::; ~l1l'C YOll knew whieh 
end of the WcupOU l'Ihould bt' pfJintC'd at. thr. t:tl'J;rt\t, rOll 

were ready for the Rloppr trC'k to th~ rifle r,mg(i, Whp.rf' 
you flung yourself illto the mutt. ~qllint('cl through the 
rain and pinged away at the 100 aut! ~OO-YU1'U turgct~. 
You also kept :;"ol't' fUI' till! !111m flll thf' J'(,hlY jll~t uht'ud 
of you, if YOll hU)lpp.nn(l to hf~ looking nt hi:: tnl'g('t at 
the time. If yon ql1nlifi('(1 at l:~!j or hetter. you got ~ 
slip saying so in your ~~r"ice Recoru (the out:' ther 
80tta show you, it· :lily:; Stl right ill fin hook), If you got 
a 175 OJ' beth.H', you WI'I'(! U ~hal'lls1\fllltt~r :uul f'l.lllhl wellJ' 
the appropriate hl111~-<,y(' on your hll1~ flrc~~ ,1 nm})C'I' 
sleeve. As a whole fOl' the 1076 men of the battalion. 
the percentage of lfUllll1ication wa:-: high ill the 90'~ illid 
established n II~W J'l\('ord foJ' the I'uug<.'. The l'c('ord, HI!

fortunately. WIIS 11I'okrn floon affC'J' hy nnothm' outfit. 
Things began to happen fnt:te.r now, After :;evernl 

days of military, enrollment for 8pel~ial i'1~hoo1.'3 hegan. 
F rom then Oll tIlt! l)cI'~onllcJ WU:i ill more or Jes:; sharp 
divisio.n. one gruuJI Itt'jug' n~~igJWtl fun t.iml' til :I(~hnlll:l 
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mul t Ll' 0111('1" IIc','ul'il:d with dui1~' c.ll'ilI:" l('!:tlll'ci'$. ('X
tC~ lIIlrcl nniPl' awl lIIuncm\'C'I'!o', While h'c-1mif'nl imitl'l)I' 

tiotl wa:: paramount for thr s('hool 1ll('1l! ~ome attNtlpt 

wal:l Illude to ~Ill'pl.\~ them with lllilitm'~- 'tJ:ailling, A ea~c 
ill p<.int \\'n~ tlle IJi l11ul.K' l':, ' t~l1-lUjlc '"nhurth'c put~clt, ~ ' 
rOl' whit'h HU'.r Wc.l'e cll'aggl'lI nut of tilt' ~~lC'k ahti1l1' mic1
lIig11t, 

Clinmxing the military instruc-tioD W:'l~ a ~(,l'i('~ of 
llli ru it: w<I1'fa1'(' (:1}:wl'utioll:;, ::;tagetl oyer wide area:; ill 
ihl' wuolll'd ~l'di4JlJS ~Ul'I'(JlIndiug tilt' l'llHlP_ Si I'tlh'git-:i 
a11(1 hwtic-:-: W(,l'(, WOl'l;:('11 out hpfol'ph:nul 011 maps, 
Offi(~('rs. (~biefs Ilnd :O(ll1ad ]e:ul('l'f:. w(,}'(' ill dlnl'!!(, of oe~ 
taehment.s. If an~·t.hing went Wl'on1!, the woods eUlue 
Illive with tl1eoretil:ul COl'p::cs wl\() C~()llgl'(~b"'lh'd ill a 

. '-]('ari llg to (m,iuy II I1 Cl~t-nHlrte11l dist!us~i(ln h~- tl :\IoJluay 
morninJ! CJlUlI'trl'h:u'k. Thc:"c WC1'C cnjoyecl lwinp.ip:llly 
he('all.~~ you CQUlcl ~it down. 

)lemorablt' ~lll)l1~h rOI' the l'CtOl'tl is the hl(lody d(l~' 
ibl' Bhll' Dlllll!.I1·e~s UUl:ulptcd to ~t(ll'lll dcfl'n:-ai\'(! IJo:o\i

HUll": ac'J'(l15S It !oIwmnp h('ld hy 1)\1' Gr('on ('Inn'I'nll~, 

Boot anri Ad'!(l11('('d 

Lallgllil1lr:l1 d:lIlg'('r (who laughed right h:wlc at th('mj, 
these hardy Blur Dlln~n.l·Ces CL'ept from the heights of 
the knolI to the pit of the swamp~ forthwith plllngt~d 
into the muddy hollow flml sunk Jrul'l' tu waist dol:'p. 
Thus illl1l1ohiliz('d, UlUll)' had ,to b(' 1')'('ed hy brute f(Il'l'e, 
but soon 01' Jat(' ol1()uJth of t be attnl.'ker8 had macIr th('l 
trea('.herou~ (:ro~~ing to o('ploy for halld-to-Iumd com
bat. 'rb~ret1ptln, the enemy. with n t!'Ul:e of disgust, 
said that. nil t I1l'lI\ ~uUllJitdll'~ hat! bl'lm IJic'ked on' lih 
sitting t11wk:" Tt hncl bl'(,11 :I lllll:o\~:lC'l'(', 1'1 \('1'(' Wtl~ 111111'h 
washinlr of ('}oth(':;; thnt nil!ht, 

So it ",em-hikes, ;i:d1001~. drill, boiler wateh, 1!1Ull'd 
-an<llatl'l' ihe ub~tuclc tour:5C, whidl turued uut t.o be 
& three-ring c'irc'11:-1, c'omph'ttl with 1l1llL(,l'ilil ,\(,t uml thH 
usual a~~(lI·tnwHt (If dmvJl:'. Tf for :my 1'C':I"Cm you W(,l'~ 
exensed from l)layinlr Hfol~(lW the leader," YOll had 
perm~~iolJ to ~it in the IJleul'he,n!, hold eouts and 
watchl!s and ydl \\'01'(1:.; (If Ilis(:ul1l'ag~l1wllt 11) nil tJlO 
miSC1':lhl(':' who h:)(1 to J,tU h\"l'1' tllnt (lhS{,('IW thing'. Th('I'{~ 

are prohahly ~Oll1e who ::-ti11 think tlw nnl~' l'eaf\Ol\ 1he 
rope bridge clidn't. bl'('ak W1l8 thnt their ill:H1l'aI1I'e waR 
paid up. 

L ife ]1(.'\'(.'1' ~wttlt·tl duwn C(ll' any leurph pi tilllt!. 1f it' 
wasn 't OllC'1.hinJ!, it wm: two. Thcre ('alU(' a (IllY ill (·hilly 
November when we were C'alleil upon tt) plunge intn a 
literally hlool'l-c'lIiHiug esc·apude-t.he hi~todc ulIlphib
iothS opcratiou Hl!l'o!i~ the .ramc:o; Hi,"cr. 11'01' 80111t), Hlt! 
l tonninlr of tlU' WClucl:-: tlU till! west lmllk fl'oUl u~sault 
bnrgcfo\ W:1=, (I l'li(-k operation. the at.rl'lC"I{('l's :,t€'pping 
from ha.l'!!e to dry land with un ea~e tllut would have 
tnadc ~Lt\V.. ltel· 'Haleigh fecI u~eles::; . But ut.lcu:iL ~Ine 
barge goi bUllg 11)1 Uil ;~ jo(lllld bill' !Iud l'uuluu ~t get off. 
W'hethcl' thc' hC"lm::nlU 11'~ hifoc'al~ ",m'p in the ]'C'pnir 
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~hL'P uJ' wlH'tlll'l" it, W:I:; lilt nffil'i:tJ ";11'1 of (jocl.·' 1tnhocly 
e.er Tnok tIl(' tronhll' to C'xplnin. At nny rat<.', the how 
raulp W(l~ lowered ami the melt w!:'re •.wdel'cel to makl' 
like a llih-Hllly kt!cp rhat (hWUllJ' !'illt' dl',\'! ~illCl' the 
\\":1 tPI' WU:; oil I,\' :-;hOlllllt~I' 1.0 dl i 11 til'(')) :lIId tlu' 11Il1'g'I' 

W:l~ littl .. orf'I'l00 (II' 1:)() ~'artls from shol'f' and thpumd
b"l('~ were not too neal' togethel', lIobtldy dl'ownC'd; hut 
the brill,\' wu~ i,~)'. the leg~ be.:allle numb, the teeth 
l'haUel'eti awl till' :o>lIul'(' lot.kl,.l ril!' llWll,\', 'Vith till' 
wC'ight nut. The' hm'J!C' wa~ 1I1:1111'11\'I'I'l'r1 nff' tIlt' hal' whilt, 
clunkp,l pel':-onn('l ~11i,"erl'd th1'Oll,I!h tl1t' wooci:'i, tonk It 
for granted the,\' hilrl t'hn~cd the ell.~lI1r and hastily re-.· 
IIlI'm·t! (I) tb!.· hllldiug ~l'ut. Till' klrgt' l:ll ill ~toot.l out 
fl'tllll :;hort'. TIlt' onl~' wn~' to hUlm) it n~aiJI wa~ tu waclt! 
out. 

~ 

7'1:~ Irdlll/m.m's bi/ocllis w~r~ in tl:~ r:'p.Jir tho,?~ 

On ih., ...llIw. :;pm,"-fill('d trip hllc·k to l'f,rt. It mUlt'
vnir'(>rl ('hoi}' ('h11l'w'll HilI fmllili:.l/' r1it ti~s to hllll'tcw h,•. 

Boot ,,,,,d Atl'IJllIICn i 

draggled spil'it:-l: hili it wn:, llllt unm the hik" ill we't 
clothcR fl'OIll tlU' (1/w.1\ to the bn l"l'al'kl', intcl',"pcl."$:ccl with 
double t ime. had begun, th;lt llormal blood circulation 
retur ned. De$pite exposure. the (mly ('ilslHlltiett wel'e 
sartorinJ; but imlllediatdy till' reutter, sdll'duled per
iodic as.IOuu1t:i nil th!.' w('st bank of tIll' .Tmlws Riwol' \\·l!I'(.' 

haltt'd for th£' yf':Ll'. nppnl"l'ntly hy tltf' ('\lnll' ltl~clil,:t] 
staff, Too cold, 

S('uttleulltt has a pe('uliur habit of iiOlllt~t inH?s being 
not entil'eJ~· wrong'. ..:llJ'(·ndy tbere were rUUlors that 
the 18th S U}Jt!I' wn~ to l't'd the :lXt!. that out 411' it WtlllJd 

come ,.;mn C' kiwi nf tliHtill(,tly sp('c'illlhlC'Cl lIuil:--. wlli(,It 
at n signnl would ~o off to war on tllp-ir own. \\1mt""f'l' 
the accuril('Y of the ..epol"t~, the 18th SUp<'l' W.1S now 
making p]Ull~ for what would be', to ull illtellt:; and pur
~es, it~ 1:1~t puhlit, :lo.. inl IlIJl'cnmlll'C as :1 b:lltaliou. 
Or ll~l'hnp::. ;-;illf'P it wa~ d~·iUtr. tit£' ('Wilt. ('fluld mOI'l' 

properly he ('allt'll n Wilke. III '11l~' ('a~e , t-Iw PI'P_ 
embarkat ion Snwkel' wa~ ~hn]JiIl~ up. It Wll:l a little 
early (by ahout three JUonth.-.;) for pl'l>-ellluarkntion 
SIUHlUllignu:i, but shurtly unCI' the approu~hillg tl!n-uuy 
leuve. the lIe w ll11it~ WI)u.ld hCl!CIJllt! l'elllitit~s. 

Rehcil l"~nl~ of hnnrll"UlCll. hill-hi lIy g'l"nUl1:-l. (Owuie::;, 
dancE'l's and ~inJ.rer:; (aJI sta~) took pl'C'~('cl('ncc oV(,l' 

" R-r-eep. (WO~ three, four .llld your left!,' tUltil ut last 
the Ziegfcld~ wert! :;at-i~ticd Hu'y had II ~ul!"'I'-l'(JIf}~l:'lll 
ext rn\'lll!l\lW;a. Oil ~hl~ nppnilll('l1 uight., tho el(lor~ wore 
t hrown OP('ll to .1000 !Hltl'Oll:' who :.at one' wny fn "iew 
the spe(:ta('I(~! then twi!'1ted the ()th~J' way to see the box
ing Jllut dJe~ ut the )"cur of the hall. llurillg inter
missions. ('a wI.,'. l'igm'::, d glll'('t t C13, I."llkcs lllltl pOUlIn f.:i 
Were (l iE:1 ,·iilutr.l, "lit llllfUl·htllntl·1.'" Ow law:, "I' :I\1pp]~. 
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nnd dc-mnnrl wr.re 011 v:U'lIiiun :mel ~om~ of the audi{mCf! 
w('re Ineky to gaff a gooher. 

This alpha aIJd omega of the: 18th '"8 sodal .seUl:ion 
marked the decline and fall of UdVllllccd training, Up
lmrmost ill the minds tlml f'ltwtiolls now wn~ th(' t(lll-dny 
lcu\·('. T11(, great mn,lorit.y of the m(IJl had h('cll n,way 
from home for two months; those who had I5wt1ated it 
out in Ucplacement Battalion or withstood a ~iege ill 
Ship 'I) COIllIJUUY, held heen away three munt hl':' 01' lllore. 
Bnt r(lgardl(>s~, it SN'IlWcl lik(l ~'f~Iln-;, ~o (Init'kJr nml 
firmly had camp routine insinuated itself into the new 
fabric of living. :Sow that t.he pro:!pect of home was 
llcar~ it waM a little unhelievable. NatuJ'nlIy there w.1.."1 

rc.iuicillg, yet it wu~ 8ob(I)'ing to l'f'}llize thllt ~illf'c this 
was to he nn embnrlmtion lca,,(', it may hI' the ]n~t 
chance to l'lee fu.mily and frienc1~ for a lon~ time to 
(~OlllC. 

01IiciulIy, INlvc PU}J(H'S had hut'll dati-II X(lvcmbcl' 
18 to ::!R, hut tb~ POW~l'1'4 hnd dug dO",l cII~PJl in thC'iJ' 
hearts nnd hrought forth a 12-hClur g'l'twr p~l'iod, so 
that (l(~tllal1~' we (:oulcl start shaking off th~ uu:-;t of 
Pl'ary ut =>}J.lll. 011 NOVl'Ulhcr 17. 

TIl(' uight hcfoTl', 'nmk~ had hl'l'JI stl'ipPl',1 of llmt
tresses loin tllilt ~('a'mg':: f'.uuld 1If' illlf'kril awl )'early for 
early storage. Men ~;}ept, if at all. on bare ~prill~ 01' a 
siugle blauket. 'l'lIl' lIl'v.i{'t' of awakcnillg the brcthrcn 
by a cull to Ul'iUlItioll, which WU:i then ~tlll'tillg to ul'hic\'c 
its pllu'(' :1:'1 3n ill~titntion in {'amp lifC'\ WH:; fJ't!(llwlItly 
(>mployed eluring the night h~' i1:: m()~t ahle (,XPUllt'lIt., 

l!Jhncr. (You-know-Elmel'-he's-a-riot!) 
About 4: n.m, (0400 Iwul':S), ~lIruc exuucl'Uut iU80Ul

lIill4':-; ('ulIC'lud(!d t.but it vms tiull' to ril!i(! uml ~hillo ulld 
f)'oUl tllnt mmrU'lIt un until f) p.m., w(' ~c('mf1d a1w:lYs to 

Bool aftd .A d'm I/('C'c/ 

be on the verge of ICIl\"iug. "They': ~Lljd that right ulh."r 
we droJlJ>('d off 0111' hlllJ1k~t.. to h<' wa::lrcd, \'i.'c'd he go
iDg, but we didn't. "·fhc~·JI said to I'tif'k around tlw h<;u'
racks an<llllake sure we had on om' dmss blues because 
we wore Ji ..lJlc tu get orl.lel's uuytilllc~ hut we diclu't. 
"They" ~mjc1 hl11'l'Y II}' Hurl gci dIOW, bel'au:o;.e we would 
probabJy I' ]P.L\'(' out" rig-h t aft(>l'wiu'cl We d irl11 'to 

The sun was alr~nth' low in the afternoon skv be
tore we Sl.llltllC() thl'uugh tll(: JJcl'!$oullel OOice, ill ;;'lrcis 
in hand, ('lutc'lIcu (11)' ll'a rr. !Ja}Jcr~, I'f)l'llll~d iULu 1i1t'~ 
aDd hikE'rl 111) th~ hill to tht' main dr'ago, and dl',wlI 01(> 
main drag to t1J(~ ~tatit)n wller<' a lonlr t)'ain waited find 
wheezed. 

"By Ih" righl p,wk . , , ,," 

B ehind '''ere l('ft the J(>ave-hoarders from thr W(~:.;t, 
the one.s who e~xpe(!ted to go to the Paeitic Coast and 
thcrcfor(.' c1(~ctt!u to tuke t l.wh· leuVl':: from t;}u:l'e, if0 Hot 
to lOSe nny IH'("'ioUH tiJlll' tl':lwling, l.'h(! fuel that all 
the COlllplHlie:-l, f'f>C'On~' il·,utf1c1 fi~ unit~, went til Clulfpor't. 
Miss.• mid llC.)t thC! West Coast, was no ill wind {ot· tlU' 
W cstCl'lll'I':';, ltoWl~"Cl'. l\Iun.\· were granted udditiollnl 
trave1 ul1"wnl'l('('li ('xcel'(Uug t,ho~(: given li:ustt:l'lJl'I':5, 



l 

1~ lJilt (' r HI'lf.ic!; 

(If U11y hlLluk =-.: 1):U-(~ a }J]H~m':-; (Ill t Iii=-.: page'. i l j:-: now 

:mrl hrrd)y dl'I1iI'ah~cll.u prl'!oIonnl ndl,'itjN~ aml Pl'oj l::l'T:oi 

will,'h mny hav(! dlll1'nc:teJ'ized 1he (>Jl~l1in:r t.<'ll days of 
life, liberty and t.1H.' pursuit of bnpllrnc8s. What yon 
(Lid YOIl will lle\'l~r 10l'get. Ilulcss it hll!'pellS ilmt yon 
'~"l1~du 'll'~'1Il('1I1hel' ill tIlt' first plac(\,) 

rpOll l't1tul'uiug, W'~ fn11wl tlmt Ih(' A-l .\rca had 
he!'ome n Ibing af the past. The mare:: , .... llCl lwd stayed 
bebiwl had moved ail our hc:lollgi u~rs to uc:w hnl'l'ut'ks 
ill .A.l'c:a D-o, 'Hl,jll('l~ llt tl)1 lmt IJill'l't'd 1'1'(1111 .\I'(\(1 H-i1 
(p~re'11in t l'i(~ .mel IIII'd i.'a1 tIl'NI. ~nm('ti1l1e kUCl\nl a:ot tlHi' 
·'n1l1.h011;;('''). 1-l ~rt> tl1(' hllsill(,~~ of more drill Wf'l1t (lll. 

if (tlll~' to HI! the tilllt, nmil eTltl'aillllltnt for OUI' lIew 
statioll, In thl! hd(~f spaC:l' or tell tlll.\'~, (tttllllllhl'lt'~ lIm1 
SQrtcllcd awl (lUl' HtllI'j'bing l'uuI',lilWt illl! 111111 rhythm 
lwd 81lfff'recl cqllally, so HlOlt w("rl n!ilk(> a hl1l1l,ll ilf rtlw 
hOflt.~ look like tIlt' Hnekettt'~, Hut we lwei T, I be kept 
o(;l.;' llpkd••• th.!y" ~~tid, 

'fhclI OU(' uiJ:!ht th~ ('hil'fs gun! 1\>1 UllI' lit'\\' :uldl'I.:~~ : 
('amp Tl011!/,[n!J, nnl fl'Ol't, ~oJis~i ssiJlpi. rrlll~ I'I' wn~ 
J!('l1Cll'i11 J'('j oil>in::r, 

"Thullk Hod Wl\'l'~l getting out. \i f thb ul,:-\('clle 

pln~e~ ,. t he tellol' uf !:-Ollllueut 1'1111. "1 tlulI'1 'JII' Ut r w<t111 
10 ~C(' the s1lll1hitch 110 lIlell'l'!" 

':Phl'.l clay t,1l<' lfMl 1';111)(;'1' (lied had it holidnr :1 il', 
Pl:lcf'~ had b(~!(m d{'sj~l1at f'(l on the drill field fIJI' stack
ill:! of ::= eabag~ aet'Ol'(lillrr to :t~Si!.tlll...l tmill eo,·LChes for 

"-- \.. l ..~ ' '''.' 

t he t.ri p sOllth, Eal'ly ill t ILe JIIorning' ille 51.l1l' l\:-; hugnll 
1.0 g l'ow. KlIo~, o f Il1PH ill ,h'C'"", hInes awl pea enat:;:. 
hl !!~illg' cJi1i~'ha/!:;:, 1l1'l't' al'cd ut th('il' ::tntion:;~ tlllkin~ 
nne! ('c'mg-l'ut ullltillg' thelu:::eh·e,s on kaviJlg' thc- "t'ulll'ell

t.I'ution c:amp, " 
;\ liUle nf1 { , micl-dllY ~ IIll' g' l'nU]l .h1l' to I'jlll' ti1l' 

~

Boot alld A dlJfllU't d 1:1 
~ecoDd of the j·wll-:-:('I'i.jon nillfpfll't.bcll1ud tl':aiu was 
.rel1('d in,to forrnntinJl by (:bier~ ~l1ld offic:m':" .:it !h<' 
proper tUlle nnd at tbe propel' sIgmll the. In'O(;('~~lOlI 
moved oft' tbe Jl'i1l tidd ill l'out.l.~ ::tej) , 

PrcsUlUllU]r, l'W']' (.If the G ulfpol't. f I'uin s~. : tillll~ had 
R schedule, but w)lI) lmow,,,: for :o:lIt'Cc' t Th('~' c·]IIII!/.!'cd out 
when the eDgineer~ took a notion and manag-ed to ('I)]). 

vey it to t ile Jucolllotiw:!, 
Two houn; VI' :;0 IHtCl'~ iu I be half-deserteu 13-(; Al'ca~ 

nftel" 4 period of pl(,lll'lll1l 1' ~':.:tl l'$S1U'S~~ tIl(> llI11iJiHzllt iou 
procedure was l'<'p<'ah'd nnd 1111' fh,~t :;:OI'tioIl1l1(,1l trClUp, 
ed from the g l'OUll(h!, 

Before t he d(!l'ut the,\' llalt,l!d to <I\\'idt the IJlcn~ul'(: 
of t he Iron ll t'r~t" F.IJ' a Jllug 1imc Ow,\' waij:~d, c'unt 

coUnTS tunted up ag-aill~t tlw ('hilling willd. and ]1lI:-:o:c'(1 

the time hOOtillg tl'lwk-bol'ue c1c1;whmeurl; of Ship 's 
Company mOll or Tl'lIl'1dllatl.~ {If .Kcgl'O hoot~, 

At ]ll~t u r ip}Jie (If ,'Ililt tel' l'Ctl1 dowu tlll' file of wait
ing men a mI tIl(' (' t lltllHll 11111\'('(1. At 1" he :-:tat i UlI, a" i Itt' 
loading besran, thE' Bhi1)·:-; CQmp.lllr hnncl bl'\1kc- 1ll1'u a 
loud martial uil', Wlwu everyllJjng- wn~ in OJ'd el'~ tbt' 
t.rain gl'oulJrc..l 10 a ~!al't. Hdlll'(~ tire iudiJ'f<:relJt gllZC 
of sC~lltt('l'(!(1 st-utinll \\',t/c'ircJ':oI, till' fOl'Jlll'r IHth ~1l11l:'J' 
Battalion reiJw:ll'Jliltl'(l :l~ ('OI1:.:t I'ud,iolt Rat tal ion 
liaintennnec· liuits, IdOVI' cl (Ill to [l U('\\" (~l'a in it~ hib' 
tor~·, 'f bc dute W:I::: j)el:cll1llel' 7 19.J:l 
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CHAPTr~R 'f'\VO 

I 'n which bli,dc.'/',~ wltl";lfll!l!Iitl '8 Drtf't(.'(r~" 
fl/ld 111'olJl/f' '',~ (11Ul dot'f(/I',~ Jl7,.,.y prollli;U':lIf 
J)(t,r/ ft iii (I. ,~a(1 f tl "cUJI'lI, 

o F' all ,t~l~ secret W(~apOll:'5 of the war, b~' fur t.~e most 
tCl'J'II,YlIlg \\'u~ the ~!) - ('al1t:d railway ··t.t'O!)P 

(mt·rh'l'." Built ill tltf' :;t~·lt, of a 11(',11'00111 (It'('SSf'l", with 
r.ntwf'al pd ~oot-intal\(' chlc't:o: nnd altC'l'natlng hnt and 
(~(,I(l dust-liJlow~r::;. they Dl"de riding the 1'.)d5 SCC:lll like 
lif~ on a Sauhl. Fe;; Chief." 

llotb ~t~( ·t i()ID.l or the filllfpu!·t tl':Jill t'.\I·!'i,·tl :mveJ'1l1 
of th(':;:c' tl'iblltc.~ to man's Pf'I'Yf'l"f:ity. \n1C'1I tho win
dowl't WC'l'C ~hut. the ~tale. air hun!! hea\)- with ilimoke 
<tun BO. \\'hen the window:5 were opeu, til'aughts dug 
challlll'b through th(~ (' l)llllUU'Wll'nls ami suot Kiftcu 
Ollt.n ('lothc~ and :-kil1. \Vhcn it. hc('arlll' t.no f'.hilly. I'{umc
oUt' f1 ippf'n n j::wj tc·h and ~O(lll it wa::; too hot. rl'hr. other 
('('Inches w~l'e of more (!ollvelltionnl types, thongh. r!'he 
soul ()f the ruill'oud indm;tl'Y wu~ not llU blnek. 

llcnltimc 011 a. h'onp train il't a ll:II'!'41willg' cXp~l'ieHec! 
1ik,,~ thnt of fiU army l'otrC!ntiul! tllrOll~h roncl!ol (·hocked 
with reillgecfol.. Xal'l"ow aisles nre ,jamllled by a line 
snaldng through thl'ce or foul' (·ars. rrhrough thi~ line, 
blll'king tb~ tide, ~ql1it'm lllu:,c w110 hu\'c (.!ilt,(!ll ulld want 
t~ () gc'l, had\: to tliril' ~l·nt:o:. 'Enting ill it.~(·lf is.n!t a hnd 
fI}wmtiun; th" c'lInw il'l :roon. (~OIllC5 on 1'0\111(1. gleaming 
whit(' plates, (lffircr-style. and L'I placed-not thl'own
hefore yon h~' a dviIiilll attemlaut. .It i:-; Just u mutter 
or :;l!II\'('lillg it ill, tippillg fhe wnih'l' and fOJ'g('Uing the 
hill (whidl your J!t·:l11l1c·bild1'l.m will pay). 'PllffillJ,t awl 

(Jfl1.!port 15 

! HI 


}'otrr grl1r.JchiJJr~n will par th~ bill. 

sweating when it'~ a11 on~r. yon Ita\0'(' tn admit thut th~ 
hardest p!1rt. is ,!!etting to a tahle. For that you need 
patience 01' strategy Ot' boUt, 

Twit~c ,\"(~ gut: off our tmin to eat, once for an evenillg 
meal in u Sanlllllab. Un", mwul !)t.ltion, awl the 1:0110\\"
iog mOMling at ('(tlumhll~, Ga.. in ihe nNll·(':.:.t thing to 
a. tea shoppe the ~ flYY has ever thrown our way. rl'hi:3 
was route of the: iil'st ~ection ,,.,Weh left :::ecolld llnd 
arrived lll~t. It'h..., s('4:o11d ~cr:tiul1! whidt 10ft Ii t'l;{:, ful
lowed n slitrhtly d iff!!l'(~llt l'tl1ltc. hut heat tlw fil·~t ~Wt·tioll 
into Glllf}:;(Il't; C1.l'l'i\;n:r nhout 9 :ao p.m. Df'~~mh('r ] O. 
The fir~t scetioll, which left second, covereu the ground 
in tlt l'CC l1ight:) Ulltl 1..\\'0 days, nl'rh"iug uhuut 4- a.m. 
December lJ. If thi~ :iolllld;o:; like u :-;\ith.'-I'ulc l'I'yulpliouy. 
just r enwmht')" rhr,l'c llre thl'(,c wny:. of i10ing QYC!I'Y

thing: The rigllt way, the Wt"oug way ancl-think hard. 
J asper! \\~c want to get 100 on our examination, dou't 
we ' 
-The Navy way-anti WI! d01l'1 clw It damn aoout our marks, 

III 
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Ai llil!ht it. get:.: jn~t flf' durk ill ~Iis~i:;:s.ippi al'i it doc~ 
ill Virginia, ilud ~o we ~ai(l h(w,.d~'ado to Gulfport with
uut :5l.'cing uuythiug more t huu a llli.st aud u truck COIl, 

vn~' waitillg 1Il'lIl' Ill(' I'ail Ii Ill' to (ak" u:-; to Ill'W bal'
l'lH'l\~, 

l'he hal'l'.u;.k:, w('ro ~-cllflwi;.;h. tW(H'It(ll'Y frtllu(' ~trllc
tllrl'~ with :::howcl' l'OOlll."I ~lt. the front (;)11 both tioors, the 
fumiliar doultl<· bUllkl', hu'gc wtludt:u lu('kcl's for l'm:h 
IlWll .Hul fUll-type ga:o-hf' lltilig uuit:o(, -\Vl! thl't~w (l1Il' 

g(,IIl' 011 hastily m~:;:i~ll('fl lllmks, thell mnd(' for tlU' (·ltnw 
hall. in line cl:; ll~tU1l. wearing L'olled up ~hirts]eeves and 
rt~('ling V(:l'Y COllllOl'taI1lt!: CVl"ll though it WH:o! i'ul'ly 011 U 

I>('rc mj,Pl'lIlnl'lIiug, 

Rr the ti11lt' ''':1' 11(111 had il hrentltillg ~}lf'11. tht, ~\ln 
ha<ll'i~('n hright and WUl1U and we W(,J'(~ Illll):t(,l'e d Ollt

:;ide thu IJlU'l'tlck."i 1'(11' {lUI' tiJ'st look at the new c~ountry, 
emaI' Jlt,IIUtltt.y followed the u:-;na1lJllttel'Jl of lllilit.ul'Y 
1'('I'('l'\'~d illl1:-1. fuudiunal huiJ.lillgl'l ill It l'C'gll];U' luY(lU\. 
nn n sC'ttin~ I'll' H,ll , hm'(' 111)(1 bm']'cn hmd, The I-amp. :111 
AdlJtl.nc(' HfI,~e Depot. was divided into nV(J ili:;tiu<."t, 
:'!cdiuilli, tlH~ ~Il\'.r .\I'll1eli lillurt.l~ 1111 urguuizution of 
111('11 11'a"illl'd to lllall g'1l!I:< 011 11Il'I'l'hulll ~hil'l", nml the..' 
:lrl l1llm:c B(l.~(, DC'\llIi, T~c\('('h'illg' Bal'l'ItI,:'k~. t:lw nr('n Tn 
wbirh w(' \'C'\tmgecl. 

.\flust. of the mn:-:teJ'l'~~ bud. u. l"halll~C 10 "iew more of' 

Itil' na tnl::: ;'; uutl barl'IJC.~::: w11(:11 ilw,\" wel'e wl{t'n vut 1..'11 

a lcu;:;b fil l' a (1('-:-;1 i fTc'ni ng walk 'n)C' l'('lllaiIlCh-1' hill) 
ah-clulT heell e:nhn':wtl'cl fnl' KP Ilr nliw!' d('tllj)::, Tl W"K 

le ~i.J ll1illg agHIll, 
It rmJuil'ecl oul,\' 11 bdd lillie for the organizatiolJs 

tu ltuc:oUI<' l'l'Ol'i cuh'd awl :-:lIake..I1 (1uwl! iuto the gl'(ICWl' 

tlu'Y would follow 1'1'11' tIlt' llI'xt two UII'lll'h:-;, TIm (!\'C'11 

hefore :o;(,ti \cmellt "In:;: (·olllll](·tC, the mntt(,l' of tPll-dilY 

Owl/pori 
Je&vcs fo1' the> \V'(':--t f'Otl~t(,l'!' 11ml to lw l1:llIdlt·fl. TIH' 
lDajority of Southe]"l~el's, h.~YiuJ!' C1s~nn~('rl that they 
lived as neilr tfj t h(~ :Ea:.:t Ufo; to the \\' est, had 'llt'eady 
beell hODle, 

W'ith lUuttt'l"S (If Ol'galli~at ion f:tidy well :dOIlg', \V(' 

began to ~",in~ more fnll~' int(l a follt.inc C)f luilitm'Y 
field instJ'uetil)ll :lIu1 pl'c'.-C'mhal'lmtiou 1wepal'at.i(llls: 
for e\'en at tbi..; time interest hml tUl'lll'd to the que~tion 
of " shippillg lIUt." Sult'l1llJ- t'm't'cll'ul'\'l'YUL'S ...1' ~eUI tlt·
butt would tlllllh~ "n JrUY that. knowl"n and ,-ite- flM('~, 
Fingers t rnc-'ed f'· ()lIl'~(,R n11 0\,('1' tll(' 1110 p, ROlll(' oj' t h(' 
best scuttlebutt ('ame ';tiirect fl'OlU tIl(! head ;,.f if it 
came from the "fil'~t t:tuol." t11<: dWUl'l,:S al'l~ it WIl:-; 

pretty Htrnight ~t nrc, III the dllY:-; fd' !J :!10 ;; 1ig1tt~ out., ,. 

when tb~ h('n<1 wa~ til<' only light('d 1'0(11lI, tlwl'e' \\'('1'(' 

many po~t-t:lP~ "craekel'-bul'rel n diF(' l1~~ions, It was 
Sltrprising bow lUilll~' llien felt inllJelled tu IJel'l-5011Ul 
body f unction:--. lIuti 1J1lef! ttl'rind fuund it. t'ul!\'cuil'ut 

tnlk, ~VI'ih~ lC'11('I't-: (11' play h()p:;'~otch, rSllally the' 
fire-wntt'bm:lll wn~ 31'0111111. tOil, It W<lS hi:;; Qnly to lw 
everywhere', 

The eX(J(lu:o\ 011 thl' til'~t l'oUl!t.lllf libc l't~' ~('i,tit,n~ wa~ 
practicully llllallilllflu:o\, Tlll'l'l' wa:; a :-;t-rnllg dc~i!'I' t" 
teat Gulfport, ni10xi :1IIc1 1:11('1' XC'\\' Ol'l('nll~! :lfo:. " gnod '! 

or u stinkill~" lih('J't~' tOWJ]~, Fjr~t reaetj.lll~ npP<'al'cd 
to be that t~l1lipol't wus a jJl'et.t~' goocl place aIlli Biloxi 

equu1. But )"tc'l' llwrc \\'a~ II fcdiug that. thl'l'(! ailL~1 
bOtl1ing to dn 1lIlwll('l'c', :11111 N(~w ()l']c'all~ lwe:llIw UII' 
plaee you wel'C' hH'l~~ to !ret tn, Gll[pn l'i!:, nhrhT life
the Silve), )10011. the Oinderella, Beunie FI'Cnc..-il '~, 
Angelo'!:!, cl al- bcgull tu lo~e iL~ elH!l'llI, Euouglt l'e
Dlaincc1, hOWC n !l ', to IIIl'e !'lOlllO of flu" !loy:, ollt thl'flllgh 
the fnmou-: Ont<' Two-nllll-tt-lTalf (i:r["I'(l\\' )'t'ill nvC'J' tlw 

http:AdlJtl.nc


Bitlc'r Bellicli18 

. _ t.",N _ ~\""«.' I DO-\" 

Tilt lur~ was worth II Jml111lcc, 

f(mce for tell cents") 011 night.s when they should have 
been llwJl(ling their ~ocks. 

Daily routine at lIoUyduy was cm1y 1)1ighUy lU.ITel'
ent in form fl'Olll tlmt. at Pnm·y. Olll! of tlw lllm~t .:itrik
ing differences WtlS the playinJ!' at Colors uyeJ'y morning 
by Olle 01' lliore of the Armed tiuard band...;:;-well-drillcd 
snal'l'r tlUt.til~ that conclutlcd Ull~ Colo1"l; Cl'l'Cll1ony with 
lnlll'l\hp;.l tlll'ough eOtnpUIlY ~trcetii J hluri ug zl!Ht,ful 
martial nil's. 

II'!~ue of th... O~-A3 rifle (what7~ ~-our nmnlX'l'?) 
Ia.Ullc~hcd n cresceudo of scuttlebutt. It wns eYidcnt our 
stateside tour Wll~ drawing 1.0 a clot-:C:. The fac:t that we 
bndn't bcen JriVQU c'at'lJincs, c'olll'=idcl'cd to he Uw Wl~apUll 
()of thf> PneifiC'. in(Jic~nteil t.o a minority that w~lnight hc! 

~/porl 19 
headed for };Ul"OP<'; but thi~ ::(~nnt. :lrgutnC'nt wa·~ 10l~d11 
~1I'1ed down. There wer(\ other ldens of what nllgltt 
'haPpen, too.. 'rhese.were bas;d ?n S~Ol'ie3 thatsu~h-and
such an outfit had •'left out. J , wIth full battle CtlUlpllleut 
aDd training. had (>rui~cd lip nud «own the .Enst Coast 
~r 8 coup1(1 of months and finnlly wound 11]) nt Cnm}> 

EDdieott, Davisville, Rhode Island. But with the is..c;ue 
of items for tropical living and lectures 011 milIaria. 
_trol and prcvtlJ1tiuJI, it wm$ qnitt! gt!uel'ully ugreed
ibat we were head(·d for the Puc'ifi('. A feW' of the lUore 
~-eyed engle~ evell a~serted thnt th~y knew for a 

just where we were going. 'fo them we doff the 
p!Overbial l!hn)l~uu. 

The immediut(! hurlllug (IUcstion of the.' mouth, how
mr", wna wh(lth('r WE' would go tn Cnt T~lnndJ the 
:~egedly fel"er-wrar.ke'iI, immlnr dunghill ;ju:;t, off the 
.iBtJissippi coast, ~aitl to he a plute where men got a 
~ of Isluud X. Ac'(.'ol'dillg to ~url'cptitiou~ reports, 
·olicers of OUI' unitl'\ ,,,"ere' darting £1'0111 here. to thcr'e 
.:JIke the late Dent'r F('llow~ mnkin~ nd"nll(~e nrrangc
menta for the Big Show. They w~re goinfI to yell us 
,OUt of the Slll·k SOllie llliunight j we'd 1iud out.! But we 

averwellt nnd "Cnt fever" died. 
Gas drill in the' ('.hlol'ille ('humher, lcctlH'(~:'i, I'=I~hoolR 
~ field tactics (~ame along in thp. repetitiou::; 1'0111'80 of 
training. But the most: Jloteworthy event of our Gulf
lart sojourn (barring liht:l't.i(i~) 'was the glorious 

. ode of the Hif:lc Rllllg(' IrInreh. tl gruelling dimax of 
~ the "conditicmillA' hik('f.;:· 11l1lt had heC'(.tn(' some
thlngto go to Sick Bay about. 

Thirty-two (count !mll). i12, miles fI'om ()u:mp 
~day in the wnod(~d C:UillIll'y of 1Iis~it;siVpi lie:; the 
Blfte Range. AA pnrpo~('l~' n primitiyc e~tnh1is.hmellt. us 
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Y('111 wi~h you 11:11111'1 :'('('11, n'~:t hit "l'l1ggl'd." l'~P(!I~i:ll
1~' if ~-on go ilu,>l'f' i11 January, a:-: WC' (lirl. wllt'l1 tlJ(' I'I're7.
illg nil' doc:m!t ;'!top (1t; the blJI'J'nek::; dOOl':;, 

'n1el'(~ Wl'l'l~ twu ways of gdting t.o flIl' HUllgl': 'rhl,' 
l'nlit it'al lIIl'thud, hy {I'w'k, llaulillg :'lIl'lllit':i nntI (~C}\li)l
J1)('nt; 01' the' ru'oll'tnl'iml l11('tlwrl. hanlinlot' yOlll' l'it1(! nnel 
dl'ilg~in~ yeau' bl11to(~kiol, 'ebe (T.ffie'er:'! tonk turm lead
illg the way. stnrtillg out at u leburdy PUl'l' through 
Ute ('cUlll) gah', pa:o:l, (h(, clilul'idah·tl X(~gl'fI ~11lH'k.", awl 
filially thl'olll!h thl' ('(,lltl'l' uf :111 olltlyillg ,..:ef'finn nf 
town, SpiriT:'; wel'e' high :lwL II rC'e'ling of mnrtyrnom 
I'ode the milks, bm out 011 the hig'hwa~' aud iuto 1I101'~ 
OpClll!Olmtry, l'XU'Wl'tllll~l' ~ml,,:sitlt'fl wlwl1llw l):\.(!CIllakel' 

Ht cPl'cd 11p the l"a"I'hillg ra('c to a poi11(' Whl'l'l' leg 
n1l.1~(>I(ls hegnn tn talk hlWk anrl inrillirllt hHstP1'l" np
pea1'('(1. The donhle file betame progl"E'55iwlr more d i:-;
rupteti, spuce~ wideneu hetwccn men, :H)ll1t! dJ.'olJped to 
Jll·",'-ln::;t pO:litiorls foJ' Ull' l/lulIll'l1tal'Y l'est it ufToJ'llcU. 
,nUll a 1'(l1il'f til heal' tlw whh;t1(l :nul to fli1\g YOlll'~nlf 
on tlw )Oo:HIside for fin' 0)' ten millllt,e=- eWl'r houl'~ 11 
was always worth a groan or two to get going agnin, 
~l'ho biglrwuy ~.tJ·l'tcl.Jetl illtl·)'JlIillubty. ulJhough ncarl,\' 
e\'l~ryCll1t· sf l'lll:!glt·d thruugh that pad of it. )lilt uutil 
WI' tllJ'11('fl from the I!llflt'I'ctf' into tI\(' uphill, 111l})I1\'('(1 

hud.: l'onds, did the lengthening march renllr take it~ 
toll, .l:Ui:;tel'-1'idtlcu, I:1ggcd men lUl'dlt!d out of Jille to 
sil tI"WIl :tlltl await 011(' of tIlt:' trucks thllt wtlulll be nluu 
to pic'k 11)1 l'Itl'ngglc'l':I, H CJ'O mul thC'l'f' up "Iwafl wm'c' 1'('
('lining l'rmn:mt:- of nHlrl'unii'!ot that hurl Jlr(~f'f!rl('n 11~, 

l\1o:;;t killiu!! of all were the la~t ti\'t'\ ll1il(,5 wlum t.he 
Lou 

01 
\' hUll bl'l'UJlIe :.t 1IIUS~ of' ,wh~::l, 'I'he ~lUl \\'a~ lower-

in)! uwl \V(' kllf-"\' WI' ml1:,t 1)(' :ahlll):.:r f11l'l'e. IlIlt Ow J'CJtul 
d i'(II't C'w I. rrmr·k ..irll'l':': j.lll1u,'efl h~- 1l1JlI W(~ ~'(~ll c(I: 

oHllpo rl 

"How flU'? " Ou(' said! "1I.lff n lIIi1(~ , Of Alwth£'l'l"uid, 

"Only two milE's," Rome pnilltf1d ('t\:\l1all,\': "JI1:'lt up 

abendf" 


/JuslmJ til tI .'111 nn II tretl(/rwll. 

At last over a rise appearl.'ll tlw tmt!'(lnec tu the 
Bange, n higb '1ll~1l1u)' gutowuy uf Hill'ruW l'U:,til' Iiwh:ol, 
Cheering wnlll~-, WI! :::tl'agglncl through 1., HII' far' I'llfl 
of the camp wherC' P('al'~·-type hal'r:H'k~ l·lmg....d , .. ide h," 
side, It W8$ 6 p,m, (1800 hoUl's ) , allel we felt a::; if we'd 
been walking for 1800 hOll l'~, W l! luul stul'tcd lit 7 a.Ut, 
We had mnrch(l{l :\2 milr..1i , W'L' W(')'(' us hushed n;-; 1'a1,. 
on 0. treadmill. Hulf of the m Ull "hit the :..:u'k!! :It 11111'('. 

stirring only an hom' 01' so later l'n 1ilk€.' (~hi\w ill t h.,> 
messhnU lICl'OSS the eompany street. 

There W~ n )ul'::l~hall (J1 U<lul·Ut. 1.11: its HaUle! Water 
was hented 11\ hig H,T. f \IH1~ ()\'('I' l)11<r111111' (lpl'n f!t'I':O: ailli 

some of the f~ookin!!, wa~ dQllC rh('l'e nlilO. FJ'()'1IH'lItl~' 
washing of d ishes, tl':t,-s. c;utlel'v and the mcsslUlIJ if:,df 
had to be cllJlle ill luk~\\;al'l11 m: l:old Wtlt.ei', 'I'be whule 
Works sel'ved (tllh' ton wdl til illn.'1t'ratl' :-Slime (.If t lIl' 
difticultips to h(' 1Il~'1 fill 1\11 T:"lulI.I X. 



BUter B rlricJ;22 

Sinee tlwl'(, w('r(! (i1l1y II (~()tI}llf' of ~Gn(,l'ntor:";, dpl'

tric'itr WitS at a lll'emil.lul, nnt the me5.~hall, though 
~t:'iU1ty f.f opcratlt1ual futilities. was at least wired f o)' 
light uJI(.l powel', XOlJC of the bal'J'll(:I~~ was lighted ex
.'(~pt hy IIh'-gu:,nlill~ la11ttn'll~ ill \":1L'h)u~ stng(~~ of ill
etl1('icllC'Y, Sill<-e tbl!l'f were' hut two to :l hal'l'IL<~kK, only 
the ends of the hui1ding~ glowed, the re::tt of t.he rOQlll 

looking likc the home uf uat~ aud \"HI.llpir(;!~, It was uu 
('}'cl:IlruiJl, SOD1ct.iuw~. C\'l'll in thl! ligbtcd ZUlJC8, to tell 
n j~H'l, frolJl II c1('1I(:(', nnd wI'iting It h~tt(H' m:ule you 

think nf A he LitH'olll, Tllere w(~re wood-burning- stoves 
at eueh ellll that did thl'ir best to heut the' draughty 
1,hU'cs ).1It". with -10 1Ill'1I lIIaldng' h'i})!:! durillg' the night 
tel nil' e ight-lwI(IJ' out ill h:1I'I\:, tllr. door:; \\,(,1'(' cont.inunl
1:- ~wing'ing, Thf"rc was a " shower!' in back too, but it 
dhipenl5ed only ('oltl water, Iechox~ for Eskimos! 

\\.(~ !'vuycd at. th(~ raugc for Wl)J'~ than a week! during 
whi... 11 t.ime wt' witucSSt'li the ~QluHun to Ow (!nginccrillg 
T'robl(~m of 1lifo age : IT ow tn ~nh'n!!,(1 :t ';('ut l' that hns 

'1port 	 2.1 
beeIl urlre<1 ultuu;.;j (lilt I)i' ~il!h t .ill the 11'aJl~ )lI~lllt ing uf 

- Igbt-bolcl''l TIll) al1swer: Fm;;;t. m'iscmhle nbout iOO 
'-official cOlL~lI1taf.h-e n~sistHnt8 who wot'k in ~hift s. 

TheY discuss nletbod::. npply hUll<lpowt,°l' :Iud try allto
ii.aotive power. '.L'hl·U th(!y g\.\ gl'\ !:$UIIIClJotiy whu l.wows .v. to suh~agc lIIil'l'ci "(i~t!'l/ ! :111(1 hl'hold, it's dUllcd 

" cat " hns been :,:\\,('(1 1'1'0111 n fntp WIII'l:)I-' than df.'ntb 1 
Naturally, the 	}H'imary pUl'pO~C of corning 10 1he 
ge was to shoot, fl'o U IO:5C who~c (lJlI~' !Jre-Scabce 

H~ {1m! that rhot. 

experience wiill fi 1'l'al']J~ had beeu a fl'''' t.Ul'll...; with the 
.FUt gun, the l ll·o.':!l'ed of Jil'h Jg 100 ul' ]20 rounds (I f .:to 
ealibre wns n dis(' (llIt' c.' t'tin~ advlIlltllre. 

On alternate days we went in gronps to the runge 
a few hund red ym'(\s frolll the tRllll) ~ite, 011 illt.Cl'Vell

days we stolld ill tht: loug, wide )lit. bchiud thc target 
~nkment tu 1lOil!Ot . paid. a1ll1 II1l1rk tUI'gd s hf'illg' 
,#red upon by fl llnth€'l" ~l'OllP, The 1111l11bcl' of J'omJc.I~ 
'Pel' ~n fu'eel dail," h.\· a giVt' lI group iuel'ea:-:ed ill SUl~-

.lYe S~iOllK. :;turtiug with 20 to .JU a11(i ill the filml 
od SO to 120, 



2+ RiNer Bl'nil.~· 

The conveut-iullal olYhlllld. sfLlmlillg h' :::itting .Hlt! 
kllccli 1Ig' pl)~it inn:; WCI't.· llL,t tou I'ough 1111 Ilw lu ~ {)pllyj f' 

- nt If'u:-:It :1:'1 fal' (IS ,"omfll)'i was "OUl'('I'ner1. Mnking ft 
d('(~f'111' lWfW\' in thm~c position:.; wm: a (Efferent Hun', 

But t.he proll\" po~i.tiou un :::olidly fl'l>I!en gronnd with 
the bod:" llUllliJ()d h~' ,'old fd1. like it t!'ip t !trough a h(~ JU. 

hlll'g gl'iJ)lh~)', l'al!,t!llg ld' ~11l11l111(~1':: ullIl dbows with 
gloves or: w:I1c·h 1':lpS ,litill ~t l)('!p 11111,,11 IInrl IlIlllly n l('[t 
C'lhuw Will-' .';;I~1'<lp(>rl raw h;r flu' l'C'c'oil :H1cl 1I1illl," a :-:liol1l. 
del' or enllnl'h,.lfl(' Wil~ hlul'k and hh1(> I'l'nlll weal'. ):lell 
built brnsitwOllu lil'e~ all ulollg IJdtiUll thL\ Hrillg' liue to 
Wnl'lll thl'U1:.al'1\'l':' 11I·tw('CIl 1',,1:,y.,;, Qnnlitic'atioll :-,.'.ol'l·~ 
\\'('I'C' 11111'. unil'in 11~' I'('('(lfllt'll Iw1'(,. hut unit lWI'I'r.lItagps 

were I"ollll'what hl'iow thr. l'el'ol'd:-: ('ha Ik('li 111) at P('lll'Y 

,villi the'! ('arhi!lI', 
(\)UlJ'ihutillg' ill thi~ statktieal drOll Wtll' ·')luggie'.:; 

Dt'awI'I':!!' whil ~h 11\1.1I'l' t hall fl'('qllt.'UU,\' bJa1.l".1 (lIlL in 

:;Iow, ,loubll~ \\'1-'\'1':0' :\I'I'Oil8 tlw far'f'''; of tlll';.tf't:'; 1l1lTl1:tI'l'c ci 

hy l'iflr til'c, 
.• }'lilg~ie ':" Drawers" von:; t hl' 11111111' given to the rcd 

tluJr which :;wept thl' tu rgd tu ill(licntl) a cOIl1]Jld{: uti&;. 
\Vhal:(,\'l~I' l11c rl'n~l)u-u~tig'l'IIat i:4ll1. illlloll'lll'l'~ iil'i ug 
OIl tIll' WI'ull!! 111\·I-'I·j uJ' fll ilm'(' to g'('t ott nil y Olll' shots 
in I hI' 1'1~(1lIh'(>fl til11p-the mall in tht' pil :;(,(>U1ro to tnke 
JrhouLL'ih glee in ..uh~rtb;ing the fuel tbut ~'ou eouldn 'j. 
II it. tlw hroull ~idc of a ba l'll, r ou had t wu liues IIf cI (!

fell~c: l,: it hCI' j hut. you'il Ulacll~ It hnll:o'-c':'c 011 t Il(~ 1(ll'gd 
uC'xt dnnr, "1' that :.1)11 'cl 1JIll a hulh'i :oaqunrr.lr throngh 
n pl'eyi~)ll": hnlt', A~ n lafoOt re:;Ol't yon ('I)uld l'lnim I.but 
H\(' ::tllJllhitdl ill the ])it was Cl'Uy'Y, 

Tue ~t.·~::tioll::S h\!g'Ltll with l'UrL, til'1l1 ill..:L"1Icti()J\:O: (lVl~r 
:111 :tlllp!i(\'iu!! -sY:l fi.'1II hy Ow )'ulIg'l'III\1s1 1'1', 

Old/pu,'l 25 
" Ready on the right l .. " , H.cudy 011 the Id t l ., . , , 

' ]" " Ready on the fi1'1Ilg me .... , 
And woe to him who tired at \Yill before he was sup

posed to ! Somewhere ill the worJd touu:' walks a l1lUll 
whose ears l)crIHl}J~ l'illg wiU1 tht! 'ltlC'.sLillu: "\V'ilO 
FIRED THAt' SHOT ?" Tt: is ulle of Ule Rnllg{}':i 
mysteries, But w(> know. dOlI 'to 'vc ? 

One day of the time spent Ht t he Hauge was nI10tted 
for the much-heruldcd ComLmt Hange-a bl'ood tl'Uct 
ot land well uwuy f1'01l1 1:11t' fil'iug gl'ouuds ~ wht!l'(' iu
atrtlction WDtI givrn ill Ow rll(lilllcut:; or jnfmn.I'Y nttu('k 
UDder simulated battle ('oJ1(1itinn~, SOnll' Ih"e anmmni
tion was used and land charges of (~xpl()si\'es were deto
nated elose to ::Iqmul~ ill Hit' lidtl, But it wa.:: all sat'dy 
controlled. Compul'('d to the mnl'Cl :4tlll'k reali~11I of 
combat ranges in other bl'nlwhc-s (If tho firmed l"eni('(!:'. 
ours was like a ('UrniY1l1 where air whist1e~ up you)' 
pants-leg and trapdoor::. l$wiug out to slap ~'ou 011 the 
behind. 'fhc com'so eould he (~ () \,(,I'PII withiu all hour 
and for mallY thE' bnrrl('~t part \"'II~ tbe :lOO·....ar·d zigzllg 
nm uphill across th~ fidd that hegan the " uttn('k," 1~()p 
point of the exercise,5; wa.., "upid fire at ull!t.ai t.arget 

flt'r Jrllll'CTt kt!pt l"~ <lI't'llIKt' d(III",. 
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26 lJ it t t; I' JlcfI il'-o{ 

fi!!ur<,,.; from tIll'tll'clk',,] poiuts lit' Villltllg(!. l'oliciJlg tht: 
gl'1)1ll1(1 fnL' t~u1)'idgp. en:;C':" fo]]ow('cl. 

Ollr !!dodb~-e to tllp Hit'le Hnngr was n rnenrfll 
tillullhing of t.he nose and we begun a two-dn,Y t.rek hack 
tu the HuUyday H{lI'l'al'k~, ::.pcmlillg UJ(' ill,Cl','cuiug 
night iu [1 pl'npal'ccl hivounc al'(~n :It tJw Imll'way point , 
(~lIal't(:\n: tlWI'(' W('l't~ \\"('11 WOI'II, hiA'h-pC'nkNI f''>nts wit.ll 
all Ilxerage of c-ig-ht ('ot:; to ('a('h, 110 1iJ!ht~ lwcl it :-5111all , 
wood-bUl'lIlUg ulJluullageubLe ::;tc,ve uwl 11tH" ill the cen
\('1', ~I'o keep Hl(' :oto\"(: lJUl'lIi ng' :mti, wh ill' '-'Ii I'lli ltg, 10 
kc>cp it fl'1I11I O\'C'I']'U'lIt i ng, :-\UIIWQUf' lUlll to t" hr :l Wilke) 
all night, " ..(' w(>}'(' glad to g(>t ~tal't(>r1 on the 1u ~t 16 
mile!; ba..·k 10 c~n!lIlJ, t>\"ell tbough it t.hrf!arelled to l'ain 
ful' lllo~t of the llHu'{'h I,lUc.L tluully. ju~t befol'l' we ('11
t('l'cIllllfi J'mllilin I' ~4~(,ticm of Oult'I)UI't, it. pUlll'('l1lik(' 1111 
f!it-out:, Dr('l1C'lwrl, c1rippillA' and a('billA' hut with l! 

sati~fiocl, good-lln.tm'('(1 ghlmnC':-;::;. w(' mnblccl IIJl t1l(' 
home stretch, l'ypi<:ul was the overheard IlOlllIDeut 

nwrll'. ilvt· oUt' IJIllt t' tu U1IlIt hel':-

"\Vllnt ~Int,y, Pl'ic'C' ,,' 
The hig~(':.;t pHI·t of tl'ninin,!!' sdJ(>cllllC':, nnw bcitiml 

11:'. ~·\I1-tJ (?1J1lt.l on .. :;hipp ing out" tlllzzed around cump 
allli (i ulfpul't itsdf, illfeding all wbulII it bit with t ht: 
"~, I'aig'ht (lUl)('," L(-·t:tcl':-' 1111111(' hinted rlnrld,\' nt ('XJIl!/'· 

ter1 !'lll']1l'il"f' Tlwvel' ill tllt' c1c':lfl Cit' uig-Itt, )'1:111), Rl?uh,.,(' 
wive':" (~il1ne fl'(11l1 fnr eorncrs (If the ('(lUlltrr TO be with 
thdr hu~hulld~ [OJ' the lu~t fl'\\' w(:!('ks or da~·:j of stilte
:-;idt~ 1t'11Ul't'. Yon hmt to he l\ cl'u~:lhl'a('(l of S11111'luck 
Hulmes mlfl Il cIII'Y 1\:11134:1' to fiwl il J'nOIll ret)' UII.! 'linl 
woman, hut it waf' (lOllC'. ,tlml the· little> wonmn, 011('t' 

eomfoJ'tubly sd HIJ" made it n p"int to gather a lot mor'e 
RC'lltilcbutt tlUlll l'untp-hulIllti I, illSiclcl'i' '' "oultl l!')}ll' to 
"tint lIut. 

1)~/port _. 
With Uae ('f)l1lill~ of Ule distaff :-oidc', c'ml](' nl:-;o II 

.,' wing list of I'cqncsts f(ll' mOJ'e, hetter und longer
~nl libert.ies, 'l'elcgrl'ttms and lettel's. fiouri::;hcd in 
~e face of the l't.'l':-;tJllllci UiHt.'el', ultCll hlo::::WlIl(IU into 

or 48, or ('VUll 7:!-holll' libcri-i(~s, Itt'lII:S of 111ll'iirlC$,' 
Jlanging fire ill Gulfport or ~1Il·t:ol1ndilJg :'U'CliS worC' ex
ploited f~r what they, \Wl:e wQrt~, eVE'1I if good ~'Ol' only 
l ve 01' SlX hour~. 'lhe lllt'l'casmg nurub(,!f of emp1y 
bunb in tIm hUl'l'lWks ul ltig-lIt cqllaUl,tl tlw Ulllllbt'l' of 
W 
-iWmter. 

or r cd-eYe!L :,ll't'p~- 111"1\ who l'c!pol'led f,w 0700 

Final issue of tield equiplllent-shelter b.th'es 
t 

hu!'=h 
1,Dbsquito nets, cot lUlIS(luit:O uets, klliw8, bUYOllt't~, l'Ull

Jncsskitl:t, gus. lIJa~k:-:, tc ut pol(.';5, stulwl'4, ~11U 
passes, etc.-brought tllf' tWitter to :t hem1. BV(,11 :-:kcp
tics who bad half-figured on iudefiuiTe 15tateside dutr 
JI'8rt! convinced. ,Frolll 1 heu OU, it wus mel'ely a mnttel' 
of whell the ~hip \\'oulll gIlt iu {Iud lll! loaded. MCl'tol.~'! 

was the hottest ('nIlU'O\·(~J'::)" f'incc th(' 'Vd'lStOl'-H:tYIW 
debates! 

The prophets who h~Hl been at t.be doekg, or who had 
blown someonc who ~p()k(! to Que of tbe ci\'iJiUIl~ who 
worked at tho clQI'ks, till"d lIto curs t-(l c)Vt!I'flowhlg' wi! h 
misinfonnatloD. Tlu'J'(, \\"1'1'(' !-jOJnr, tltUI1::rll tllC'r WlIlll(l 
~ believe themselv<,l', ' .... ho ('ould tell n (!()m'inci~g ~tf)n 
&bout the keel-laying of Olll' ship, AlIJoug Ow Jf;~mr t:) 

've omillOU~i ioslilllOllY, thel'e lllay bi.\ ,·c bcen ~Ullll! who 
aetunlly kuew tltr :-;c 'n1'(', HilI. if 1"11, tlwi r :mtaU "C)ic~ ('::; 
were lost ill tlH~ Wf'Jtf'l' alld thr ('tIC) l'Cio=lllt \y:t~ thnl we 
didn't know fI'om not-hill!!. 

FirauJly the word \\lls' oilidul <lllll defiuite, " "e were "I . 
, e&Vl lJg out" '"CIT :-\0011, 'I'he 01'11(,1' \\'ent (Jilt t.o teB all 
'Rives to go hOm('~all flT'l"h~I' "hat W:l:: lll'ith,'r' ~f1'ic,tly 



28 Bitte,' lJdlit ,\ 
adlH ~l'l'd to 1101' rigidly l iUJOl'C'c!cL lC)IlSI:'l'llg(!1' lil'it:-: \\il.H' 

IIt'ing ch'UWll up with lII'xt·nf·kiu IiI'\Tin~~. lWlvicrl by tllC' 
Nulc. word for (,)m' unknown d(\~til1atiol1. 

'rhc aftel'lJOfll1 of the lIar before ue:pul'tm\! Was :iet 


~idc fOl' a phy~iC:ilI (~xalllillat ion, a l'uhb(!I'-:;tallllJ tIIh·l·... 


on'l' giv(,l1 1'1'l'~1l111aulr 1() C1c·t{'l'llliuc' tit.lI C:i~ 1'''1' (H·CI·· 


:o;('n~ duf.y, App:\1'('nt)~-. r1iag-nor-:i:'l of :l m.Ul '~ ,·.ol1sfit.ll
1.iou dE'llE.'nd:; for Yalidi ty on who u:-:k."1 the qUl':'ti(Jn~, If 

you ~h()uld meet u frienu and lie ~bouhJ u~k pm ;; Ho\\ 


art! you tuclnyt" allCl you 

:-:hou111 nn~w('l'~ ,lYmT '\\'('11. 

thank ~'Oll :!-why that i:-; llCI 


dhl!!I1C)~i:: at ull. BIlt if :t·uu 

:-hould g'CI to 11 ()o(ltur'~ timet: 

and 0 .. , flnc'tm' :-;hllllltl )o:ay. 

,·Itow do you fl'el r' ullcl yon 

::}wuld al1~,.....el·, ., vc.'~· well. 

H.muk you "-uow Ihat b t. 

tiiugno:sis , Our l'xnnli lIatiou:-· 
C'nmc dO~i<'.;t to Hit, ,·lnssir. ex
llg'g'ern f ion atTributed tn draft 

h('Ul'(l Vl'oel'dul'c: rr ,YOU 're wnrm~ tun :ice light and heal' 
thuudet·~ yuu Ire 111, 

T.'w·l;;ecl t.o Ih,' (iamp noll,nla~' SlaliClH FOI"'(! Dh,. 
pel1~II.'Y. W(' Ji1wri 111' for H " Shnl'T al"lll:" the doctor 
t;hMl~t n small wnodl'U }):1ddl4? ill our l.lJOll th!:i, a.sking 
lSilll1.lltullt!l,ll:-;lr: •• hi theru al1y t.hiug: WJ" . 'll~ with " or . ..... .' 

I ha1 yun kllr.lw til' (" A:-:'~Iuuiug tllat yllH ~a/'glod ., N\I~" 
II:' W:lS 1'II:-:t ~ 11lInl',\"' t111' d,,('l'il' :-:;Ij(l C,jthf'l' "IT-m'llHll " 
OJ' " O,K, , '~ c1erwnd ill!! npoll hi~ mood i nnd y Oll wcr~ 
oftidalJy cOIl:li<i<'l'cd a tit >1 pec.:illll'lI. 

Late t.be following' n1''''1'11' '(JU, Ilr(~~,"ll!cl ill gl'ceJJ 
"u\'C'l'nl1:-:, wc: u'ill~~ full 1",1 II il'l. , with nllllll1 (,;0 pOll1lf1s 0 " 

"JJ!JII' d" }',/!, !~:l?" 

fkJ! port 29 
full pack strnp)1<'c1 to OUl' barkR. fiC'Jd equipment bnng
jng from a)] s ides. :md carrying l'i~el:), we waddled, .out 
iD front of t he bal'l'Ul'k::., '\lu~wrllJg by ulphabct.lcal 
order requ.ired :501lW tiUll'. l:!/J tho~c fro lll the pIS to the 
Z's allowed thl>JJ\~('I\'(':-: to (lollapsr. ill a 111111p, not s('ck
ing hoisting as::;istnll{,(> llnti 1tbeir time drew uea 1', 

At last we were rend~', HaugeJ in utluhle me, ""c 
started the wlliding eOllr~l~ through ealllp, Wel1-wj:lh(!l'~ 
eaIled out. Oi l-huml f!UOdUy(l~ l'f'hu(;ld Ul\l:k ulldforth. 
At the gate, whert' knot:" of eivilinus had g'lltllC'l'ed. n 
band met l IS t o head Ollr pl'(\ee~sioJ1 (HI the thl'ee-mile 
hike to the doek. 'rOWll wakh(~l'~ ~tu(ld (Ill n~1',llldah8 OJ' 

lIong the line ttl' l))ul'(·h. t.lll'h' ('xpre&Uulls rallgillf! from 
eze!tenlCllt, through "'w. til dt':1.'I-pall:-\. C11Istl'I'S ()r 
Children t rlliled exdt<:>dly nlollfr th<:> ('olunlll until out
distanced. lu the fu~t.-gl'owjng' dal'iwes.", we hit the 
gulfsidc houleval'd. tm'llc<.L left towul'd the d()(~k Ul'CIl. 

Automobiles e/l~cd }IIIst. liS 011 lIw li/!lit - slJattcl'cd 
tboroughfnre. FroIU the ('011111111 ('nm(' prl'iodic" clln~ 
tiDged with mock 0111.) pr(l tllutllr(' it'OllY: 

" Look! A white Wt.lnlllll!" 
For us it WlU5 U sigllificmll d~ltc--the tirs t day of H 

year and more thnt WI' wllnlrl hc' ~Cl liIl'ntl~cl in a clct'ply 
personal sense from tbe thinj!'s we Jnved, 111:l way the 
day 's events seemed like 1I111·(~aJitic:-:. It was Febl:u31'Y 
~ l~ 
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RHIPROAnn 

cnAPTER 'rURE1-: 

n-II('1""ill fllIi il!! ji~1t flnd :lIfU' Tl"(' .... t.~, mul 
.q-lmscfs mu/ ,,,ll,bmctr;m· ... fail tv tleli.qM 
fomi.-shcd 'nHtri'll'r~. 

THE !'hip Inr mont'Pll tn 11<'1' rlo('k b(ll'th! half hiot'!"l'u 
br rlarktl(,85 uncI eOlll'cnled by ~lIndow~' warc,holts(!s 

from whidl tlu' last oi hC'l' l'urgl) Wtl:5 Iwing lomb!. 
SIJuts of :--hatlcd clecta'il' light iIIumiuah!d n ~(,(·t inll 
IWI'I', a. ~('('tinll f,h('l'C", All nllnnt wn~ tlw I1lnOl('(ll'l1lnhl(' 
of pl'e-l'i1i1in~ a('th-it~-. 

Behind UR, 118 we ~tl'aggle<.l out on the picl'~ lIlY the 
Iigl1t~ of li\lIf'V(lrt~ bdore t1:! lay the bhlC'k (tl thc Uull'. 
bt.>~ill(' 1I~ ]ollJUl'd ll1t' w:'l'l'hf)lI:.;c>~ ,mel ~lli)1. 'Yc ('amo 
t tl il hnlt. mil1l'fl aimles::ly :II'O\lurl, fhlillly flopped any
where 1hat was conwnieut. (J\lur(l~ pntrolled nearby. 
'l'hCl'l' would be nearly a cl.tuplc of hlJlII'::j' wait IX'fure 
we Wel'l' l:akcu uhotlJ'll, altllUugb tlwn we eXjJl'dcl] f'he 
(lI'o«')' e\,(~I'y f(·\V millutes, W{' lJItlyccl :t little nVl'),Y half 
bour. aJul onre im; i(l~ thl" wharf f'h('d. could ~(;'I! the 
g/l,ugwa)' 1(>,1(1 ing to dee.k urlll a tile of lllen going aboard. 

'1\,,'u (~hcd~t!l'l5 ~tuoll at thc gUlIgwuy':\ fout. OllC on 
~~u'h :-\hll~, I·liddllg tnIlY-lIIclt!I'l'\ us a mall dOIllPNlllpt,hc 
rulliI', TIil'! la:;t lIal1lC' wa~ (':.11(',1 :mc1 h~ l'r~polldf>r1 with 
what was left. 

"Zilch." said the chc:(~kel', 
"JOl~ AnllJl'ose, " :mid Zilch and l)usscd UIJW:tl'd, 
On Ill'I'k lit' :=aw gol'ay, gl'ot('~qlH' shapes of ~hip 's 

J!cal', 1o:\(1ing' ('quipm(,llt :md ~npC1':=trl1(·tlll'{), HC' fol

:HShipboard 
lowed the mun h('fol'e him like ,n ~heep, (,Ilt t;' r(~fl . f he 
batch, scrambled (lwkwal'ulr dowu the ;:'1(~('1 e.)mpnnlDll-

1f.Iy. . ,
With t.he othcrs hI' wm~ kd by a 1\1,11'111(1 :=I!rgl~unt 10 

a lower dc('k. WlH'lI tlwy foitl)ppml it Wl1:;< ill it 1nrg'(', op

pressiw1y C"ompac·t eompa~melJt, OUf:', of lhC' thl'c(' ~Ol'
ward tbat eOlllposed Ihe ('nll~t('d men :-; qllartt!l'~. .Endl 
of the three deck~ had the I:;UIllC al'J'allgl'lIIl'II', 'l'IU-l e0111

partment was pUI·k('d with ticYI'S of htm1i::oI fnl11' 11('(~p
metal frrunes stl'l1llfl with l'IHlY:!:" l!lokillA' likt' mem 

,eks or morgue :5lah::, ~vel'Y I'ollf'eh-uble spaee where 
man could be laid emlwi:$c \\'U~ u~cd. Oriel' iu tUI' 

ncks, etll)C('iully ill H lowPl' OIlC', you Wpr(' trapl't't1 lUltil 
1110 berds ofm('u fini:-:Jwd l!'ilmpirtJt fhl'Ol1l!h t.h(' ~(·al1t~· 
aisles. You hnd ~lightlr (I'VeI' rWI) feet leewny before 
;our head. hit the dl'o()pillg form of yOU!' up:::tail':$ 
_lghOOr's butt. Luokillg out, yHn ('OHld ::Cl: Oil),\' 1ll,lSSC:i 

,of legs blocki1lg t.iw aisle:;. 
As baekgJ'ollwl tn thC' noi~C';:: of Iretting- Rettlt'd 

J011Dded the steady day-ulld-llight whiJ' of the el~ttl'it: 
air blowers. Xo\\' and Ihen t hl' 1(.llIlI~p(~akt'l' (one tu it 
oompnrtmetlt) Imzzctl, l'clayiug scl'atchy "l'UCI'~ frum 
above, 

F or the first ni~ht you perhnp£ l'Ilept. in your dotht>~, 
ou were heated f1'um the hike and (·hilled hv the wnit 

on the piGr; it was l1euring lUhhli~ht uud yuu\n!l'e dog
:tired. Beside:;, yon WCl'(i i sslIf'ci (lilly ntH' khaki hlilllkl·t 
,~d it was grow-inl!' ('0011"1' 011 thC' timE'. Y011 mil!'ht hnn~ 
to chase down the Mal'il1l~ ~(~l'J!(,;tnt tn gel: the blilnkl't. 
too. There WllS one ill YUU!' puek, of ~Olll'SC, iJut the 
damn thing took yon a coup1t, 01' hOlll's to r'oJI when yfJII 

bad plenty of :11'(':,. H(,l'C' /lml11o\\, vnn wnuhlll't hath,,!'
1ri.th it. , . 
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)'t)u,' 1/(·;,itl1Or't 11IIt( ;nt"luird, 

'rhe ship left th(· piC'r Mrlr on tlw morning of .Feb
rUtu'Y 8 ",hill' ImllJl'cd:! of llli.'l1 ~l1ul'cd hclowclcck. 

\VIWJl nit' first rnul'lIhll{:-: ltl'l'ill,f:l::1, Wll~ U\'Cl', Gulf
port. WIl:-; a hU1.n \111 th(" 11t}I'izoll and wn looked out n~rOSfo' 
t.h(' goree)} Gnlf to sef' the :-mnll e~(·()l't. :-hips cOllvoyin 
U:5~ Wl~ l<:nrJlelL t:1.'1'1ll creWlIlcll/ tu .N'~w Ol'leans. It 
\I,'unid h~ .ill:;t a ~hlJrt l.'UlI. 

'l'ill' aJ'()I'l'~nirl meal wns 111.11 as easy to get m: it 
::lClUlu1:-:. rrIWl'I! hOld heen no Hme yet to (ll"j!i1nize chow 
R('heduh':-:. 'rhe ifle.u wa::; to ~l't ill line anci stay tlwrc~ 
CtLl'!'ying yUUI' l'at Uiu!!. tUl'lli~hiug lllc~skit. (thnt had to 
ht! rcamel1 out with steel w01I1 ('\'t'I'," dny 01.' so). '1'lu' 
Ii III'~ fir fll' ..t WPl'e org:H1i:r.cd ttlw word h~ ns('rl ]ooc'!c1y) 
(,l1tit'd~' hl'lnwric('k: \ut(,f the jam !)t'('clme so intolerahle 

3:181&ipboard 
they bad tu be I:'tnl'h'rl (In, clrck. . .l'\nyway, the first chow 
line was Jlot thl' worst..Kot n~ltJl the D1C'~1 :::tlW, t,hat get
tiPg to chow was It ::Ul'\'lVnl of the llWl~rlest, fittest and 
most persistent, and abo (1i:ltovt'J'cd thut :ihil'buul'd eat
tng sehedulc!4 (::t11r"l for hut twn .JllI'ull- :! <illY. rlid .OIl1 
teal cmsh lx'glll-il ::-1mllllcde 01- :-;wenl'm~~ 5weatmg, 

,mplaining hUllclreds. pushing, heing pl1~hcd and pin
ioned agaiu:5t bulkhcHd~. 'l'hat :501't of tbhl~ went on 
'or se\-era] JlWIl)S. .;\ftl'l'warcl (·lJow pa:, sl'~ WI'r(~ is~ucu 

aDd regulur ('at i Ilg- 1 illl('~ 1I:;~jg'Il('d fill' (':I('h of tIl(' U nit~ 
bel Ca.crual Draft. 

The messhall. situnted about three-quarters air. had 
:ppnrently been ('um'cri ed from a titt)I'ugc h(Jld~ the 

:lJ. cover, twu d('l'ks up, being itl'l {'d1illg 411' (Iv(,I'IIl'a(l 
When the h rnt, helm\' h(,I~nmc t()(1 t(·rrific'. thiR hntf'h Wili; 

UDCOvered, but the heat remained tE'rriti(~ 11(,V(,l'thelc':'!'l, 

The chow lilies, stu I'Ling ut the .. iJottlt'ut'ek"-a :series 
narro\V lall.n'illl hi lip lla~:-I:lg('wily::; t Iw I lecl 1...1 t hc 

ga)ley-wouml thl'(lH~h nil thl'('(O ('CIJII]lm'tUl{!u t:-1 :1:'1 f;n' 
forward aR tll(' hl'i~. whh-h W:1~ ahol1t as faJ' ai'\ WI\I, , 

could go. '1'0 get to the messhal1. you had to pass 
through the ~l'C\\, '~ (illal't,cr~, hy the l~llgiIIC: l'U(..1I1 Wlll'l'E:l 

the heat ro~(' ill ~olid llallk~, ilWllllClWll tIl<' ('IIJIlpanioJl
~y to the ~nl1(',\" , l'ht",u was plelll), ctl' t in \I' t (I ,.:1.\1I1y 

landmarks along tbe route, )[n,"in~ wa~ 8lo'w mvl 11n
colllfol"tnb!e, 80lllct imes it to(lk hour~. 

You tJtolld ut high (!Olllltt'l':-\ ill flw lUC'FS]lilll 11.1 ('at:. 
,the sweat 1'111l11ing tlowu )'uur face, IIl'JUS aJui hOlly illul 
~n driPllillg' into tile Rtcaming mcsskit hpj'nl'(, rOil, 

4~nen the voyage was fUl'th~r uloug and the wcariu~ of 
. ,e Mac Wl'~t life ,iu('kel Wil:-; (·()llilIUJ~()I'.". (he:'il' were 
~ed aroUlul YOlll' \\'ui~t. ~\ficL'w.lt·(b! :1:: if you h",lll't 
Peated enough al1"(':1I1:-. yflll clmllp(',l yU\I1' g:lI'ha!!,c into 
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the /',wi11 CnJ1 and hent over h()il ~ 
ing water to wash pJllr llle:;"~ 
g('aJ'. .At't.<.~l' that ~'OU JIcd in aU 
pf.l~sihh' rlril'l,iug hal'te to yOllI' 

(·ntnl'artlll('llt., flllng ~'UIII' l1h~l1
£iJa (Ill the bunk lll1fl ran for tll e 
{~ooling l.n'l'ezl':; of the de(~k. 

drugging yullI' iU~t~l'al'u"lc ~lue 
\VC8t. 

..1Iu-.zy; !"~ .\fae West, 
.Aft of tllr gHn('~· wm'C' t lIP 

('.hief;;' nIe~~ nno the otnl~C!J':' I warc-IJ'oOin. whnre meal~ 
were ~('r\'cd to a cousiderably fewer nwnlwl' of lllen 
t.hrce L.illlL!:'- daily. 

'flw thil'lllllcill ('aHit' to thU:"ll 1'e'w ('IIlb;I:(',lllll'll wlw 
~tonr1 J,!lIHl'tl 011 various l'uintl!l of tIlt' ship, fll' to th(]~l" 

who by some "HDoke-til1f:'rl, room" politie~ ban j1l\'<'i~d etl 
thcruseln:s int.o :)ll'wnrd~! jobs, 

The food wa~ not of the Chllic(:~t/ hut it would :m~
1niu Iirt~ it' ~wllllowl'd ~dlJlIg with a few other <l\'Cl'SiOlL'l , 

('hi{,f ('.Utll"i(' of compl:1illt was tlw SPl1rf'ity. It was COlli· 

ml)n fac't that ~Olll(, fit' ill(' num Imd dug' into the trnfolh 
pile to recover l'UW potatoes or onion~, Sometimes tll 
eoolis woul,1 Imud out brl'ud or oLlH~l' irt?~ as long n:; ~l 
:'-lIl'I,lu:o\ \ash',l~ but it wa~ 1;101 ('vel'yollc who ~.lml'ell ill 
thi~. 

"11C']) c0111plaint~ monni('d ~,o high :1:: 10 {who afi. 
the (lllieers-in-eharge of the Banika-bol.llll.l units made 
iuquil'h.'~ amullg thc men conecl'lliug l!UU~e:::; uf di~~at,is
fadiuu. Nothing (:(Julcl \)(' ,IOlIl\ about tlw tWU-Illl'1I1 
fo\c·hrrlll\c'. hilt. :.;liOl'tly aftel', f l'(,l'Ih fl'nits, ~Udl :lS orulIgc:o 
:lllrl nPllles appearcd on nm'1l1('11l1~ aud the helpings in
('l'eH:"!Ni ~l)nJewhat, But. ('aUn!! "n~ still a matter of stuff 

SllipbOfJrd 
all you can while j'llll ,'all unu gr·.dJ wlwt yOll (~:1l1 wheu 
youean, 

It was near miel-morning- of the first day aboard shiJ) 
when our veS3el turned from the (tulf into the Mh.;siss
ippi for the dnr-1ong UPl'.iVl'l' )'Ull to ~CW Ol'Ic<'ll1:; ullll 
Algiers ,,,.here tlw d('gll1l:'::-:illg'.:-y:st ClJl (IIYI.IIll'a,i u;o\ ai1ix~~d 
to the slup'~ bull to ),U'lItrnhzc tho c£fed of llli1;!'ru!t II~ 
mines) was to b(' i11~1)e('ted. ~J1'he l"heckup C."ompleted hy 
tbefo)]owing morllinf,!.', rh!::!hiJ) snilecl dowl1river' again, 
past New OrlculI:-I' wat(~I·rl'Ullt teewing with luudillg 

, dingyllllpu illt(\(1 rl'PightPl':';, tr:lI1:o'I'Ol'l ~~ nld-typ{l 
-wheel riv('rhoatf; l'('milli"N~lIt (if Show _Ront c1:1.\'~, 

battered hulks. ship=" or muny llnti(lll~, (Ill air't..1'aft enl'
rler fiying the Freudl t l'i{'o\Ol"-alld ag.ailL4 thi~ 1JU IlU

raDI8, the blll'kgl'(:IUJ14i fif iI\(' olel (·ity, 
Next morniJ1~ \'"" wm'p ~111l in tl11' ~ri:.;~i:-,~il'pi, 011(' 

a:i:Dong a flock of ::;hip~ of 'v:U'yin~ :,ilf,(,~. ~om(' FloP11r 
~ inert, others ~uappy and ready to sail. \V (! detal"h

ou.nrelves frotu the ('1'1.1\\'(1. uwl ttll'emlc(l ~llJwh' out 
througlt the D(lltn 1:lI1d,.:;, )la~~ the f'lIgill ('(HUlI I'~:' (JUt:. 
tl1rough the na1"1'OW (·lHlmwt.. ",11<'1'(' n w(>l1-ol'clrl'(>cl 
,~t Guard statiOlI :5parkled like a .£!(lrd(!1l ill U Hwamp. 
FiDally towlll'd lnte nfh~l'wlou. Wl' slipped into th e,: O}.I<.'II 
Gulf where the watc'l' iti JJhWl'. 

Far abend w(' :-:nw 1Wit ",hip~ nh.... nt OUI' own :.-iiW, 

lK*ibly a Httle l:ll'f,!"el'. P]nn('~;; ciI'd(,cl TW1·iodirallr. Th~ 
lAa1nJand grew mftrc distaut. Evening do~<:~d in lind 
• ,e gun wutch llluk tbdl' :;1 ilt illll~, ~bilJ'~ rails \\'C~l'l} 

.~ with wah'r-lnol<I'I's, Jl'l ha q.~i(·ally Wlii (,11 i HI!" J'omn 
~ from fb I" vc.ssel'::: prow awl clt'ift hm'lnvl'l1'Il in 
P.4ltterns of wh ite ami h\u(,i ng-ate. The {'cul\'m.::-eo,ered 

atehes were studded with g-:Ll'l'lllou::: ~l'(lltlJs getlillg" HIe 
of the Hhi!J, 'Tlll'll HilI' dt.'.:k l()llcl~l'e'akl'I' ul'cll'l'('.l: 
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" All troopp, 1I.. low!" and we made l"t'wly f or the Jlig'iat.Iy 
hh\C'kout. 

SlJipl)l)llnl lift' rt':-;ohwl itt\eJ f itlto n l'egulur f.' I'In: 

titer morning' ('htlw we lllllited 1:001, ::;hady ~pots IUltil 
it Wa~ time [UI' the dc~k t.:o I'('W to h t ls(.' dOW11 t!\'e l'y tlli l1~ 

ill ~ig'bt with l"(,U wnt-c l', Th('n we hnnt(',(l dr',... f~Qoi :;:IIQI; , 
slept. reacl. talked or ,,,rote letten uutil mid-afternooll 
wilt'll it wu~ liull' to think ulJlJut g'oillg through left 
tat:1.:lc f OI' " llleal, In the (:\'ellillg' Wt' lr'lUed at: tile ~id~ 
(II' )Je'l'f-hcd 111\ lll(· hatt'hf'~ \I11t.it it wm' tillltJ to go h e]l)w, 

App)'~hcn:-inJt.. alwtl)'~ l'mll' a1 ni/!ht. tl(~l'pite a:;~ lIr

ane('~ of the skiPII("1' that p1'o)1(-1' warning:.: wOl1ld he 
i~suetL if tllllIgl.'I' tlll'Cutclwtl aud thut tlwl'c were ·15 per 
('~lIt , l IlQI'(' 11:u' \\\~:-lts ubu:U'(1 thall WI'I'I' I't'qui red lur 
tIll' l111mht"l' III' llt'rsnmlf'1. TI\~t 1'",-" iOIl': ['.4) rollow. ~htllll!l 
the' •• uharu1011 ~hip" 01"<101' hc' n('f·(,~i=al'y. had alnm(l:,
Leen given. Yet with the S(~t Hug up IIf tbe ';~I1I1!j~t 

waie'lI' '-thc peri-)" or tl:Lugel' frulI1 :;l1blUuriuc~ WhCll 
~hjp:, Ill'(' mll;.;t ('t':uli1y ~ilhul1eth.~d agaiJl!'t sun 411' d-Illel:: 
-t~ame flU' mll1o~ring 11:.hi1 t')f (~l tJ:5ilJ~ the hatcbes and 
])ol1ncling the holts into l)la,'e, 'rh" ::ollud of metaJ ()1I 
metnlll~Yel' fuil(~tl to dmw COllllllent. 

'Ycah, UNU' that'1 Now just wimtincll \'v'l!' 'd du u 
ttwpt::do hi ts 1 Cri~i'lak('! TIt(' doot'}:."1 he liO h(~lIt ,'I OU 

Drv('1.' ~('t out! '1 

8()Ulebod~" t\lse would brenk ill: ., IJistell that. t ruzy 
sumlJiit'u . .A. tin fi:;h hit::: t.hi~ }Jlu.cc, nobody in the god
darn l ~ullllJarhl1ell t i:-: gutta wnl'l'y nhont it! " 

~ ' Rhnot n quarter!'" 
l!'ually mOl'hid t:alk !5oon Jr:lve wny t.o ~nmiDA"; or t 

homespun mush, anti flinging: tn' to reading "whodun
its" tbe Uet! Cl'O&i hull c.listribllt~d u.-; we (~allW alJourll: 
tlr to writing Inttm'~ t.hut. wfluld hl' f'l'n:;O l'(~l (Ill hlJul'c1 

S.ipboard :n 

(# 
~, 

. i~ 
A'I I~ III 

i
t ,.a rl' 

\ 1 
J 

fJ. 
.... 
i 

I 
t 

" 
,~ 
j¥ 

! 
 !\:~ 

' Ii )
''q,' 

'~ I 

\ 
.. ~\ . 
• t ( 

l~! i 

',\\'" 

http:Jlig'iat.Iy


:)6 Bill"I' nell i ,''; 
alJd 111:1 ilN1 :I t. fhe .Iil':o:t 1)011, or call: UJ' wlI:o:hillg CJlut1I1~:O:, 
ns illJ! ~(,:l water ill n hclmf't foItllrk in It hrll(l ,~tnnl; Ill' 

shO\\"t'rill~ in salt writel' and rimlilJ~ ,vith forhidcien 
fl'csb wuter: or ubC':5S or ("hc(~kers. Sl)l11dim(~::\, the lund
~]'I':l k( 'I' wendel iutt!I'I'uIJ1, "dtb luc£sagc..; tu sbip's crew
1I1l'1I 01' with Ilctail lI~sigmnC'lIts few t.I,.,IlI'::, (KP ('ame • 
infl'CqllC'lltly, tlH' (":l~lIa) Dmft taking' tIll' h(>ating f o ), 

the li!'~t wl't'k or more, a Im'l whidl ~ayt! the units C011l
fll1'111ll11 ph':I:5uI'l.'. Tlll'Y gut theil' hU'l1~ late!'. however" , 
O!' }ll'I'h:lIJ :: tlll' ('all (.\'I! I' tile' t:)I('lIkel' woule! hI: ill j hI! 
We'll· kU£IWll ~f'a1J(1in:l\-i:1lI Ynil'p : 

HSton(l-hy mOll, l'P}lort to the hl'id/!t> ;mmrr/intth 1" 
III l:nl~l' ~ta~I~!; IJf the tl'ip 1IIl':;~:;age~ \vltuld llil'eet l'e

:o;cttillg of tillll'picc'l';>; as W(, Ullln!,1 w(':.:i.w:u'd, .ABel. if 
so, "1ight~ 1I1ll," wou!d h~ dl'(:J~-('d, A ft·\\, ~t1ic\c' Ii~ht~ 

:-;till h111'I1(>(l nftE'r " 1i~btr-: onT." hm :;1111'e> the'r(\ WCl'(, lIn 

POl't:-; be-lem' dCc·k, tllt:'Y ]1~ld Ito dm1l!E.'I', B~neath the 
ligl.J(~. JO~Hted aboyt' t~Ullll)ulliul1Wil~·:';, I~al'd gillllC:; COlJ

till1lC'c) i'm' iuju tll(~ lIight. 011 ilw lIIeat l"lC'k:-: ruell toS:!cd 
(II" !-l(ll":twll'd lit, .'on)C':-;t Illlg](':" fill' The> W('IlT h"I' Wit:'; hI'
('(Imin~ llC'l'f'('ptihly war1l1er and the I'oaring air hlnweJ':oo 
fuiled t.o l'cac:h ull eol'ncl':" of the hoM. 

lJuril1g till' l1i~ht pct!y ofliccl'::!, a:-.:-;ig·IIt,cl <1:-; guarlb, 
:-;to O() dc·(,k wlltc,ll. FI'C,lIl rlll'lll ClIllIl' Illall.," a ",(dl'ci t:ll(, 

uf thill!!:: thM. hnppenec1 011 the o('c'nn 1n th" or-nn HI' 

ni!!ht. 8oJl}('wll('l'(' ;lInllg' the line fnd and fam'r mel'g'Nl. 
:::;everal du~-::! uut fro111 New Orleani', the ll10rlliug 
hrl'llght. a 111111 IIJ' :'ilhl1UIl'ille clJ US illg', But a)Juther n~.L'· 
Sillll or th(· :,H lIU' (,,,i~()cI(· nssert('(l thnt the r-:hir":-! fliP] 

111ml]"=" han ,eon(' haywi1'e' (H~ttlm(Ir.(I1ikl' nil the mndlill
t:'l'Y being chewed up and then went dend") and that 
the goft c1 :,hil' 11:111 bl'CJlI willllt\\·cillt! audlJitduug inlllulllJ
tllill(lll~ irolll-dl:' COl' all hUllI' 11111 ill't'll/Iil':: WI.~I'l~ marle'. 

SIIipboard :19 
Not only tlmt, lauf :It. the timp tIl!' lllClt·hi IIcry he('illlW 

constipated, the ~1(ll'Y goe::: wc ~Vl~rl' in thp fnll,lcc1 YllC'n.
tan Straitg, the narroW' stl'lP of wah:))' ~eparatlllg Y1WU
tan from the Wl'~1t'l'l1 tjp of Cuba allu mllrking the 
southern pns...q)gl' fl'ulII i.lll' OuIi' of lL(!xi(~o tu the Olll'ib
bean Sen. Thif'm'('n ha:o; ::hm'(~(L along wjth (It)H'I'~, the 
name " Torpedo J nrlt'ti on. " sinrc it 'is the logical pJaee 
for enemy und(,l'~ea l'ruft to ambush Gulf shipping 
bound for PnlUlIlIu lIl' South AlIlCl'it'u, At't'ol'tliug tu 
speeulo.th'C rC]10l1:o1 pnhlishcd ::;ometiruc 11l'cviulIK to 
this, the area {('II under tlu' dnmnill of one (fT' .. !' YOII 
Luclmer, World W"ar I (~titmuuLDder of the German Rail
Bhip-rigge<l raidl'l' nlld l:m:ipCl~t(!tl of oein!! ill ('hul'ge of 
Nui uudet'sen fll't'raticllI:O: ill the (illlf elm'illg "'odd 
War II. 

Be that as it llIat.". uftel' ehow .)f the 1JlOMlillg in 
question, ev~rytbillg !:1ec.~llled the sa1D(,. 'Phere was no 
.oubt thut w(' W(~rl' ill l,he t'aribbeHu. whidl 1I0t long 

had been }»)'ofituhh' lmn1.illg grolllub 'f(II' tho elwlu~'; 
but outwRrdly nt l(':J~t ill the dl'aJ' hlll(, of the ClllY, it 
might have been u (·ook'.,: 10Ul' (with nltl~l'I!tjons), 

To those Wltl' Wl'l't! 1101 IIdow with un ailm<'llt: known 
aeasickll(,~ til' t'hCl::il'lIut nltlw h'('wlIrcll'ail t'XI)(·diug, 

the bluellc$.~ of til(! (.:\ l'i bhen n. tlJ(' SW('('pllllel1'hyllull II f 
the wo.ter, the swif'hing foam nnd c'hlll'lling wakr, and 
the striking phenomenon of u pel'fe(·t-drde horizon 

thingH of w Olull'l' lind a llOt. IUl!Jlea~llllt eXll(!I'icll~c, 
J ..F}ying fll'h hml ah-c':ttly I'uu~ht Hw ntH'IIUo,1I oI Hili 
raubuus. SdlOOls of the lit-tle f('lIows l'oUlpC'd :le'l'o:lH 

waves, cO\'erill~ a r·nuple Qf Jmncll'cd f'P.<'t 01' mort' at 
ilight, cutting through the wave tip~ and ciisappearing 

SUddenly dUUlgiug tl i "l'd.ioll nut! hO!Jpillg urr agniu, 
llasbes fn r !'l(>nwlm) Wt~l'I' j.lt'llt ifit'd \':ll'ioll:-;)Y n~ P01'



41 BUf (l1' J1(J1N(l.~40 

poise, ~hU1'k and C\,C'll whal~, Occn:--inllall~· tJ:~(' s.hip 
would knife through pat('he:, of whnt. wa~ helic\'('d to be 
a pc('ulinf t.ype oil ~l'a\""l'e~ ulmost gmllulal' in fOl'Ul, 

brownish in (~ol()r a.ud banging dOl:lc to the water 'og Sur
fa('c, l'hhi was often ha~ t;i1~· (h:scritwct :\:; "oil sl'ic.:k~' 
and from th~u on "you llays your 111011(,)" :md yon tnkeN 
yom' ehoil!e, It Row "it got there was saicl to be: (a) from 
a torpedoed tanker; (h) ~eQpag~ fl'lJlll ~OH1e ship ahead: 
(<.~ ) n depth-charged !o!ublUariJl(~, 

'> 

Rtori('~ of '~a~h ~nn" ndion dl1J'inJ: tbe night made 
the rounds in the mOJ'niug. Some night~, down in the 
hold, it really did 50und as if some were dropped, But 
you'll hunl to get. your COIlgl'cSSlllau to clwc:k on tbis, 

..\-long nhnnt thii'l time it fell to some of the World 
\\:"31,' I vetel'all~ mn011g Hi' to deplore the offhand prne
tic:e of to:.;~ing overside papers, cigarettes. orange peel. 
up pie core:; and lit her t rat;h, It wou)Uu't Ita vc beer) 
tolt'l'Utl.'(l in Hw other WUl', fhey ~:licl: ..:\ deud giycawur 
to thC' cn~mr, 

Sltipboa.rl/ 

'0 • • :J 0 ., 

Physical truinillg on the forward em'go hatch in the 
early afternoon WU8 ~u}Jp()~(!d to provide !)ome l~xel'cigc 
for otherwise t:icclonttlry P(~ I't;omlC~l, hut: 1he practip.c was 
perfunctory anel gradually pe1e.red out, One rigidly 
regular routine was pic.ee inspeetioll. both by chiefs and 
ofllcers. Rust would appeal' onu'night eit hel' ill the rille 
barrel or nl'Ol1l1d tlw bl'CCClh mel'dy fro1ll the dump 
atmosphere, Oilin,g nud ('l('ani f1J: wai' n dlOl'C well look
ed after. 

Some of the most heautiful SUll~ct~ ill the world nl'e 
fashioned ill the tIt'eli uiug nWlUcllt~ uf a Caribbean day, 
Like a backdrop to nu LllI'C-I'IlO, tllC' firl')' l\Ul1 :iinks lIe
hiDd aD arc of eloud:i Iring' flat 011 the hOl'i7.flu, :H1d from 
this prismat.ic core (wen- con('ci'Vable hue raciiuies 
~l'OBa u vaulted ~kr while 8lowly t:hangillg shapes of 
ire-fringed cloudli nrc flooded tH' l'olor-1Jl'illi:mt aud 
delicate and IlnfQl'g(~ t.tahl(', ea Ii hetwccu i :l11d 7 :~O 
p.Dl.. llUbi: be seen to ho. appreciated, 

Since the men, at this til1'le~ hacllittle eli!e to appre
ciate, they lillgered ut the ~hipt::4 rail. wut:dling the 
8Cehic mirnC'le on the rim of the !'wa, 

http:prismat.ic
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S(o(li'lckne!;S took R ~ollti)\uing toll. 1.emull-:m(·khlg 

became a common deck sight. Not so ~\OmlllOllt hlJt 
lloticNlble enough. was indiscriminate retching, Onl" 
liight till' <"Iaow line was 350 meu slwl"~, No ulJIJet itl', 
The'I'.' ,\"('1"(' days amI night!) of J'ntbcr vinlcut rolling 
nnd lLit('hin~, 'Pbl' ~hip cl'cnkC'Cl l:md l"ulIIhlcd t.bronl il~' • 
wlu;'ll zigs were chnnged to zags. The zigzagging was 
normal and tHltUl'U1. Our ship tlid it }'eg,ularl.:-- through
ont tbe voyag(!, 

Tlnring Ollt" Cnrihhmm e)'t)ssill~ mill W:IS illf)'(!qnc'n1, 

\\'11<.'11 it did ('~ml~. it. loomed out of thC' (1i~t;\lwe RS a 
gl'ny. opuque cloud slicling acro~s the water, then :,pUt 
intu ~treaD1.." ll~ it. neuJ'ed, Yuu saw it (~oU1il1g and you 
('(1111(1 see \Vh(~l'tl it, ('Ilc1l'(l all(1 !'I(JIUl'lillH'~ yuu ('ulIJd 

~inp~t('p, 

I 

1 
( 

.~~-",,",-=,,-

IJanaftla f~ndltdl, 

CrewlUen of (\ \11' sb il' Hex('1l t.LJcil' iruagilJutioll.;; l1Dd 
told lurid tule~ nf tlw Pan:llll:lIli:1ll .iungl.'~! not forg't'f 

!!'Dled a 
,end losf 

upou n b'l'll'

,~ 

J.ing the headhunting (~]:l'lsi(! about th(~ whi10 m:m who 
jllugle eX])editioli to JO('<:l.re hi!'i :rrf.hco)oglst 

SUIUC \'cun; LeIol'e, '.l'he s tot',- SlVS that he 

w(~ made (lUI' Panallla lamlfull in micl-morning. 
Fil':si :sight of the tellU(JU~ lum.l ~t I'il) Oll the hori:wll 
hronght till' mmal !o'Ju'pt kal ('Olll11lcut: "Lallll, 1m ",nyf', 

He ('aUF tlmt 1n110! "hat'~ "111\111:: ~~' 

SII'pbua.rtl 
But it wm: Cul(11I, PUllUillU~ a Wei(:OlllC :!ighl. BOlh 

land and )(l'tll,llIl1C'l'\ l.UUllI('d out to 1()(lk \1:) o\'Ol', Dc:;,Ll'o,v
r C8("orts l1I('t 115 nllt~irlc t h(, ]1{'Il"ily fOl'1 ifipd V,ClIlO til 

:ondnet us in: thel1, when we were ill d ose f"(l the jetties. 
they circlt.'tl fa l' uchiud and eOlltiuue(l pat.rol. 

Amici. Lt i ~ (li:\plilY uf wari izlle HOIl faring awl (1t·t'ellloc, 
saw t.wo VlltHUll:lllhlll Jlati vcs parldling their ":llloe 

around the inlet with cm;llhle lln('OUCern, 6s1dnl! fhl') 
waters nutiOll~ "ie fl)I'. 

·_S"..;::.;:""....J...:.r 

It WW4 unCI'Uoeu, IJdol'C we 11:,d Jlickt~u up om' pilot 
8rtllnlly .·l1h:I'('d 1 hu fil'~t uf t.hc l)uuOlllla (jll l\al'~ 
Ontul1 1.n('1.-:;I. the' 11l:lgllifi(,f'lIf~. ma~~inl piec('s of 

eDgineering that C'C!JW('Y the ship~ (Ivc.r high gr()lIll f L. 
Sleek black-ullu-ycllt,w donkey engines (.III grooved milt; 
toiled up tIll' hill:-z .,f It'lIl.'k, dl'uggiug tlw IU.D.lUet'j}lg 
,.el by 1'OP" ulltil :,Iw wus ~:rfcl~' thruugh to the "ahn 
iiesh-wat{>r Jake hrvond W'll(~ l'e we T11C't Rl'iti~h nnd 
Qmadian Cl'aft boml~l fol' tbe lo{~ ks, 

Above hovel'Nl the quet'l'-lookillg Panamanian bil'ds 
with the ~rl it tai1:-- allli (livll-bumlw!' wiugs whidl we 
~ed, fol' want. of a hettm'll:mu'! tIll' "lo11g-:1SRcd dlld~
)dll." Later ~mneone claimed thC'r were properly k1lown 
" "frigate~" 01' Hmen 0 ' war', ,-

- - .. 
Up (If lJatLw!:; who offcrell :sume sbrUllk

human hond~ fo}' sulf', One of thn hc:lt):-:. (of ('Olll'sc) 
that of his long-Jost fricll(l. Hm-m-m! 

Descent to the Pacific tiide of the Canal (which rlUJi; 
and Hlllth) bcgllJl with l'11trallce iuto tlw tirilt of 
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the.Pedro ).[igllCl LOl:kl-j, W(~ pm~'''('d thl'ough thc !iCl.;ond 
one in the nigJtt!s early oarkrwf,\j,:. Owrhead hrillium 
shafts of anti-aircraft $ear~hlights stabbed tbe sky, 
wcaving a web of light. Some melted away and. otheri! 
Hashed ou, cL'b~cl'o~sillg cflch oOWI' and (~()ll\"t'rgiug till 

}lntrol }llnnc~ tllnt slnH-tlec1 11:1C'.k and forth. The ail'_ 
seemed ulh'e with migbt and invulnernhility, 

Fltrther on through the waterway the ~fil'a{jor<:'~ 
Lotk. la~t of the chaill, caDle hlio vicw whh its }al'l!(; 
neon m'ro,"", sign:; IlJlll lighted (~mh:UlkJl1~lIt~, We tied 
up, Th('l'c wn~ 110 hlcu'kollt t:lmt night and Wf' stnyco 
on deek for a IOl11! timC'. On tlle (,ODerete beJO\v 8at tw" 
llati\"c~ eonversing hl a gl'ouud-slnpping, gcsticulathlg 
~ign lnuguuge iut.Cl':::1'C1':O:l'd with guttcl'al~, 

r .' 

~~~~ 
4~ 

1'II,ollCn ,IIf' Pf'r!,Q .\f;gllf'1 T~(ks, 

By morning WI' fOlllld tbat we had lliready :;Jipped 
thruugb Uu.' hl(:k and were imo the J>adtic', ))~stl'oycr 
csc :ort.~ traill·tl at UUI' ~idt~~ hut (~\'('Jltllnlly t.lll',Y WC'I'(' 

SIIipboartl 45 

gone and we were cl('lll'lltHug for safet.y on the speeu 
and mancuV'cl'lIhilit,y of nul' \'e~5el, wbich wo:; el111~jdcr
able, and on 011r own armament. 

Compa.red to th~ Caribbean. the Pacific was ('alm. 
Some day~ its gln~s.r ~lldacc :lcelllccl to lliOYe Onlyhl 
long, slow undnlnt iUIJ~, The Ol!t~:lll could sllow it-s iem
per, thou~h. O~le ::~Ol'y thn.t wcu~ thl' r Ollud); ~oJd of II 
Seabee ShlP Whl(~h, III Cl'(I:;~lUg' a few werks before had 

l 

run afoul of a terrui(- storID, 'rhel'C had b('eu ,ioleut 
moments of llllC-cl'(:linty wbell the pitchiug vC:;3l'1 bare
ly mannged to ,,-itl1~tntl(1 the l)('\mciillg wave~, A cluef 
petty officer hnd eliI'd (of 11:ltUl'nl CIIus c';: ) nt the hC'ight 
of the storm 's fur~·; and a small escort ship had gone 
down with nll halld~. 

But during our (~I-o&iillg, OlW day Wu:) llluch the 
samo as nnotllC'I': Rail-lounging, l'f'ndhlg, i ne(l:l!mnt 

IDloking, nrgmn{'nh; on anr :mhje·c·t at nll. dn~ing, Clli<..r 
dl'et'Sion Wll~ the mid-dny opening of the ship's store 
beIowdeck neal' Sil·k Bay. rl'hcl'e you (:ould Jll.lrcha:;e 
tt&arettes. pil'(~ t.otmct'lI, if u,'uilnLle, writing paper, 



. . 
0'" 

·JG lJilt " I' Dr'lli!'.'; 

l'i}w I !I' a llul' '' , p t'au:ll ::; UllCi 01111'1' :-;1I.all il c!U:o'. nil dct:it 
nt· 11 n,m , t lH' f' II :l(i~' t' (lll1ltel' ()POIICrl. Y\ \11 1nok pnt 1111'1, 
whh fr'ozeu hnl'~ that wel'e l'tlT iolleO rhree to a r.\l ~tOIUCl', 
The tilles wel't~ lotl[.! ~LlHl t he \\,lI iting: W'a~ litH , C\'C'll if you 
came ('arly, I'l!i:~\ U8 l! ~OUlt'OUl' W<I::' l\.1way:-: t hen: li r::;!. 
Dnt whi le the ~fll('l, la ~ i.('ri. H I('lI hit t il l' li ll t " ngnin and • 
:1f!nhl un rt ngain," 

Dre~::; abcl1wl. !iliip was a llI:ltrl}l' of t omfol't and 
whiw ; t lJe 'JII I," l'l~q lli H\ I.l itelll WllS thl' Mao Wt.:::t, t he 
kll}lok-til lcd l iLt: .i nekct lLlUl pic·ked Ill' 3H m 'C g l 'l;a ~l' :11111 
dirt thun a RUN nf f;t l't'C't c1 t? )l:1l'hnc lll, llI a:-;:H'lIl'~:, 'l'i(~c1 
111 fwmt [It the wlli;;:t. :1IH~ ::lulIg' jo ('I1:4hiol1 the hut t. jt 

served lIHl illl,\' (\:5 p Ol '1 ahle upholstery; (11' u:; a lJillo\\' '.1/1 

which to :decp when ),'.'ll bt l'lUig lip a p '.II)('ho or blauket 
ro1' ~hmlt" j)ep('lIclillg' 1111 t.lIl' wcaUl\!l'iug- vf YUlIl' sk in, 

you w('ut n ak('(i eXI~cpt fnl' tI pair' of ShOI't$, or you W()l'e 

shorts tlntl skiv\'Y shir! 0)' even full avel 'al]':' Some mel! 
w e l'e p aillfully b lll'll(~tl by tho l'quah'l'ial Sllli f Ol ' t.he 
::luke of It goud colol'illg'. 

III HIe ('''cJli 1I~ n11l~i(,::t1 ta lent Ecm:gat. hl'1'{'(l 0 11 Il 

fOl'wat'rl ('Ill'go hnteh, ~el. up thC'ir in ~trl111JeIJt~ nnrI 
InlU1ched iuto a jam session, led by Jh'e,\', wuiling 
U licol'iee sticks. " If they got uri U.lC heam 011 the long
hail'l'd ::; itlu, I.bo ht'pf'al .s lIml Ole :wl'eolllillg 1l1f' l'micH 
llJli il tlH'!- got. h:u!k i II the gol'MYe, Shoot tllc Klaxon 1" 0 

m<', .Tar.h-:son! 
'fbe mor e sonorous clements (If the ballll, plus a f out

pUlllped or gu ll wlJidl 1-~ :Illl f! {l'om thl: ciwpluill P:; office, 
11l'1d. f oJ'1h c1l1l'iug Stlllilay lllor'l\il1~ di"i11(' :::(! 1'\'i('c~ , (' 0 11

d\ld~f'd fo1' ho1-h Catholic uud Pl'otest:mt fainls. 'fhe 
altar Wel$ (In the usual hatch and tlw congl'egaf ion 
ti}JI'cau out over Uw width of the dC<'k: iucorporutiug 
SOlli e who huug ut Olt' rail III' wall'IIt'11 allCl1i:.;1"lJ('rl 1'1'0111 
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, I 't 'I'} I';a."cr llllC'OnvcullUlla pom.l'\, . WI'" WU S 110 :t );,ell!:(' n l 

. ".3 't l t'gious r('(.'IIJ1~ nt aPl"'l)}Wlatr' tlllle~ :.l~11\ 1 ',\\'[\$ , lin a 
all uncommon t() ~t\C a mau ell~l'()~:;ed In hlS B l hlc or 
Testament ill private m()mellt~. BCllenth the ~u t'fac 
~1 anxiety, i\~It'11 w:lllted tu lalO,~\' t,b~ UlIS\\,Cl','; , . 

Since h ' Il\'I1Il! 1111' Panama (-alia] WI' had Sl l' l,l\'k 0 1lt 

a zigzag ('''1ll-SC ~Oll t1m'P3terly ;I ('I'() ;-:~ tlt f' P Mifit" ~r(~ 

. 
orossed the eClunrol' a t. a Il:l tTOW ob1iclUC ;rngle ou Pebl'u

19 1944, War 1)1' nu w[il'-i hiti we hucl to ed~b l'Ute! 
Shcnullignul' hegull ill Ihi' fII0l'IIiug Whl'U the shill, 
erstwhile sllh·(lorlgf'l', ld ('ke rl 11p 1)('1' h rcls ;1IIr1 "I':H~

°eally did n 110l'lIpipe. ril'~Jillg will~'-lIiUy .111rl 1'lltt111g 
k w ltil only the cap t a iII a ud the sun kllC\\.· wit i~h wny 

west. }~Vt>l'.Ythillg uu hv:ml tuat coult.l l)(~ 1ired 
aounded off in n:ll'-sl'li ll ill~ tlll1 ndcl', AliI i-ail'.'I'afj 
.tncers gJ'ulLtp,rl ~k~-wat'cl in ]'[1 pid 1"'11('('es..",ioll in lWlll! ill 

,the air a moment befol'e bun;t.in~, ('mmon exploded in 
a muahroolU uf til'c, sllll)ke 1.I1I.l l.'UUt·ll~::;ioll, :lIJt.l rOll' !Jut 
across tho Ml'8 gcySf'!'S SP l'llUg to lif'(', 

It went 0 11 fOl' what 1'i(\(,llll!d a long tinlt', unt il ~CJl 
hmus Rex (the Hlllpbibious gC'l1t lem:H1 with tlle t.oga, 
.ClOwn and trident) "..' a ,~ d uly warned of 0111' approach. 
The ship, l'l'!('u\'el'iug from her epilcp~y. :;huok hCl'S(!I[ 

and coutinul'd 011 ('C)\I1 'lS C, 

But the nc,t.iyiti(>1' WC1'C' Ilot on!I'. Nep tune sat regal
ly enthroned on t.h~ f(H'Wal'cl haif·h, ioilll'J'otlwled hy his 
henChnlCn. E,rtryoue ",h.) had. nut yet uudergone the 
i'igol 'S of cr o!'iMi lLg Ibe equutor WIlS !:I t,i11 u llullywug tu 
)Uno That illl'l nrled I'YC1',"UlIlJ 0 11 hoard CXI~cpt tlw s hip's 
:cn:ew and 11 Yl'l'y f('w others, To g'I':lliuate from 11 )(~ 
. 'ollYWog ~tag~ and /J('P.()lne a fn ll-fledgerl line-l:l'ossing 
~olllJll(!k . \'011 had to be illitiah! t1 iutu the ,Aucieut 
Qn}er of tll ~ Deep, wh ic 'h i~ w" JlJlIlp li!'!.hccl hy all illfillil.l~ 
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Dumber of methods limited onh- h\· the! mOR. t horriLl(! 

.~ ... .

depths of the ~il1ister mind. In nil forms, however, 
King :xcptuue holds c-ourt. 

OlJC hy OllC tJle :;beephilt Pollywogs knelt before t he 
RQx, heard c'hnrg<'s lodged ngniu.st thc·Jt\ [lUU cutol'ed 
pleas. Tll(~ u:mnl practice wo~ to OU:5wer '~Gui1ty!" .A • 
pIca of "not guilty" llSUally brought a ~tiffer penalty, 
beeau~c YOll were convic:tcu auvhow. If by silcllce TOU". .' . ~ . 
ilUl,licc.l ,. uulo t·ulltc.-,udl·l't.', !t you wcre likely it) get the 

' 

wurk~. Tow1ml the eml, .'Qurt b('('mnc D1C'l'cly :t mntt<~r 
of pa~~ing in front of Nel)tunc~ per.hops grinning at 
him, and goiug Oll to face tile music. 

.-1 ,.~t'('J;fJS: huir/int: WIlS '''~ Illshion. 

(jhllI'~(,S 1':111 in thi::.:. \'(;·in: 'Villkill~ or tilC Ro~-nl 
lle1'maici:;:: f'oufusing the :;;1111 and the moon; fuilure Hl 

:-;how l)J'olJel' l'e:sped ill H my realm; t: giving a'way food 
to the JlIt'l'llIHit.1:l ut tilt· eXllt'u:o!e of Hl':Juce~ ; etc., mL 111
fiuitulll. 

Sltipboarll 
PtWishmcnt::; fit the l'l'imes like. muil order snits and 

were meted out nt, random. "Make him nn old man" 
meant to cut the lUlir down to the scalp. "The sun and 
the moon" meant sha"e a pntch here and i\ patch there. 
"Give him the equiLtol', n nortb to ::)outil r tile 8Ull and 
the moon" WllS ,"cry lJell1'1y the works. 

With your hair cut in weird pattern8, yon r:\.n the 
gauntlet. Your bal'e ~kill was painted with dye back 
and f ront, lUld as you ;sh.iecl olf down the dc(~k, a .tire 
hose dispensing vulullIl's uf ~ca witter drenched you and 
pushed you nronnel. 

Not every P olly-woJt become a Sh('l1h:l,(~k thnt day. 
There were some who never bt~cmJle Shellbncks; t.here 
were a few who 1'l'lJltircu to bclowclecl.: prinl.er nmL had 
a buddy trim n lew).: fl'ClI11 their hair~ thus c:o:.caping Nep
tune's wrath, hut prm-nkiTlf:( H('Iylc 'so 

Mimeographed ('crtifitatl's attesting to the act were 
,presented qualified Shellback:! aboard ship. Later, on 
Banika, pcrsollllCll rcwd\'l'll :ihc('p~kil1-sizc, colored cer
tiflcates ill~Cl'ibed ill OM Engli:-h h~tterillg with their 
names, the date of TIl(' O('('U rl'en('e omI their dcstina1-io'n, 
thenealled only Sout.h Pacifil'. 

Days antI days 01 J\othilJg' but water and ~.ky, flying 
1ish and ann~cts pih,a np JlHntotnrlollsl.)". Now uud thon 
there would be a blll'l'icd bark from the sllip '5 f'pcnkcl', 
calling gun (~rews to st.ations. On the bridge. field 
glasses would s('a11 tbe wutCl' and clouds, thcn a~ cxdte
Dlent rela.'Xt"ll, gmlllcl':l w(Ju1(i IKl relea~(Id. Hcgular 
etripping, rlr:1I1in~ and h':-;1in~ (:J£ tIl(' armlmlC\lt, W('ut 
on daY' in and (ln~- out. Thrl'c wns no t elling when it 
Dlight have to he put t.o \'v·(u;k. 

On at lcmon one oecasion llct~lltl) presence of the 
8Demy wn~ detl'dc'd. It wms toward mhl-nftcrnooJl. The 
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!lI")('fll~cr' hlal'()d M(ler.... fo.l' all mell to g<' 011 rlr.d~ tlnd f,) 
s(:wm'(' life j n,' kt'ts (I ll their PC')":-lOJl:-: , TC"'l1" io ll on ih(\ 
bridge coml11ll11il'ated itsc'lf to the tl'OOpS and serious 
iut:,c~ peered OWl' (he wa \'CS untt ~lt t.llC clouus, l:;hip 's 
Oml'l' l'~ (m wutt'h cOlllbc(l tlw SClIS l'apl' with gln.-ist·.;S, 
poin ting' II f'l'e 3mI ]l(linting UIi'I"', The ('yes ot t11e lIl t:n 
followed t hoir gestureFl, bllt tho ~ea lookecl th(" smIle a, 
ever. Ul'l),Ul)~ hung cO fl:::pi(:U(lIl~ly ueul'1hc la t"l!e wooden 
Ii1'.' I'a f l..,; whic.~h were l-'uised 1'01' l'dl'USO :slloultl t ho 
:; i~nnl lIe g ivoll. III halr~h:l11h'I'illg mood, l'chH'lliut to 
di::;('lo~e tbl'll' 11'111:1 fen1'~, m eIl sket('IH'c( plnu:o:ihlf' (~C)llrsC's 
of acti~)ll i ( an attlll.:k should C'Ollle, Other::; ute up t be 
situatioll wit.1I 1'('li~h. C\'CU lti~tluil1illg the Mac 'Vest. 

\Vlwt.] l(u· the illI:O;l'cdc !ll!lICIIIY WOl:; u plane 01' n 8uh 
wn.~ nc'yer l'C'ally known t.l tIll' l'nnli am) file. (T]Li~ i 
311othel' tIling Y011 '11 have to hale yflUl' COIlg'l'eSSInllfl 

ehcd, uit.er the wnr.) But the ex(:itement waned und clt 
last. t.\\(. HII~ I.'''l'al' signal was given. Illevitubly, tales or 
tll iugs :101'11 wit IJ !JU(' '1'\ •• OWl! r-yei'\" "arne to 1ight, Oue 
man " saw" n torpedo lmifing n<:I'M::: ihu wave:!, It 
missed the :;hip. 

, . DulmHya mean! There was three or 'em. .A guy 
seen \'rn ... , I'm tclliug you!' ~ 

')'0 nlP.f't Il l'illip on t.hc~ hl'Oac1 C'XllIllIl'(' of the PUdJlf; 
wa;;; a llOyelty. ,rn met onc! only on!"". ,·H the sight of 
her' we ve('l'c~d sharply tIt! ct)w':;c untill'ecognition as ; t 

fl'il'll(lI~' ~hlp was u!5:iurcd. A!JIJlll'ellt Iy tht: :,:.une thing 
hacl glllll' on ahoa rrl tho ntJw!' ~h ip, ftll' 1101' COUJ'Si~ 
('banged, t.nn, 'Vc were neyer within haiJin~ distauec 
oj' e.ach ot.her, 

011 l\Lt1l'l.'h 1 Wl: t~l'osseu tltl~ I utel'natiollulHate Line 
wi1:hout J'allf:u'(,- , lUuking t.he ful1uwillg dllY Mal'cla :.. , 
Pp,"iocl iC'lllly on tllC wcstwll1'rl \'n.\-a!:tc~ WI' Itncl hce-u tolil 

'rBlIlfJboard 
to reset our tillwpicccs, ,'ollghly OIWC CVl'ry two duy!:!. 

.d when we lIJllll'Onrhed tIle island:) of the> New Hebri~ 
des group, we Wl're a full ]7 hours nhC':l(l of the Eastern 
Seaboard tillIe, 

First sight to IJreak tho nJOllotUlJ,V of solid wntcJ.' was 
the large gJ"ay mn~s of' :ll1 ext.il1<!t. vole:11Io, wltich we 
judged to be some' 40 miles distant. It ro!"c in imrress~ 
iJe majesty from the water line, jts peak thrust into 
ihe clouds. 'VC! IIc,'el' heard w~hat. it WllS, 

Islands bcg:m ll)lll('f1l'ing Oll all :sidl':I llQW. ChUl"UC

.iJ.t.eristieally in t.hi~ l'(,:tSOll. ImuwlI n~ i lie 11(!.rioc1 of the 
iibtermittent, northwe~t m0t.1Sflon,;: (::o-('n11('«1 rainy ~ca~ 
ion), heavy rail} was a freqlll'nt daily (I(~tUl'r(,lll!~ near 

"r~~ 
---.-\.-~; --~ 

Through the ruin amI haze, we ~kil'ted s.e\'l~l'a] 
I isJ8nd~ t:hl'('luil'd warily through II.\(' lUlI'I'OW::; Jx!

ilaDd. 
. 

~r 
JWeen others. nnW \\'l' gf'ut.ly llo:'!l'cl into the' fOl·tined 

at Espiritu R:mto, largest of the N"ew J~ebl'i,dt's 
. d group. )ionths latc'l' we would haye a barn hme 
~bg to rcclllJt lll'l' t 11(.' intel'c'sL we :::how(~u t ht'tI ill ClJCO~ 

IUt pl8ntatioll~ unci lIut:-: hobbing ill til(' wuter, \Vc Wel'O 
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S)' pboard 53 
to .find tbat ml~·c:'; l1·aill('.cl drillldllg. uf (!O(:<'II lll t milk 
rendered the' ~Y8tem-:-shnU '\T_~ snY-:-.Ulro1rc31':e, , 

As we neared t.he Island of Esp] rlhl, wartune actrv
jty was gl'catly in evidclIcc. Escorts, hn? met us the 

revious day, 111111 uow vIallCS wC!rc cu·dll.1g ow:rbe~ld,
~ling low o\"Cr th e ship, the pUot ::! ",'u,\"illg ill g l'cct.

iD'i,ike the .Allied nl\yal bHse it WllS~ the inner harbor 
of. Espiritu Suuto tel'med with mCl'c.ilinnrllil'll, lrallS
ports and war(~r'lft, ,\\"1"e :ulChol'cd i1\ the harb(\1' 1\11' 
,two days and swam for the first time in tlw fIll' PUI·Hi.-. 

M~--t strilinr! to milny OJl the first night llCl'e wa:-; 
the absenee of hlal'kouts. Light$. ~hOWll abo/;u'd ship:;, 
aearclilightl!! 8\\'l'pL tllt' water. :ip(:d~s of li~ht:' gl'.I\n:ti 
from all shore illstallathJus, and along the wiuding 
roads in ~t.eady pror('s:;ion moved tbe twin hcnm::; of 
vehicular traffic, . 

" Dimout in the states, lights all o\'er out here It! we 
said. u Jcezl We t.l'll :CIll htwk hOllle, they woUlUll~t hl~
lieve us I" 

There was no bl:wkout for llS fhat night either. The 
deck was littered with gabbing men until ncnr rujd
night. 

F rom Espirit.u it WIlS hut II f(~w rlnys r run te, C1mu.1ul
eAnal. Our tru!'lty ('~eort c·riss-cl'ossed the zigzug com's~ 
we followed. 'Ve passec;l the spot where a pre-war 
~riean lillelt

, e(HJ\'crtcd t () LL troop U'au~pol't. had 
~De down nftm' st.riking Olll' of th(, ILl'eLl'R pmt.t'diug 
~es. Part Qf it wa~ I'('ported 8fluu!tim(":'\ vis ible ahov~ 
~ewater. ' 
. Anchored only briefly at Glluualcunal. we 'spent time 
~dying tile! ('ulltonr of the islaml and tl'yiug to esti
],gate the locntioll of bi~turil' spoti" :'.1w11 n~ I Jlf)ucly Knoll 

L 
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and B cnd('rsou Pieh1. Tn the 8k~-. P-:~8's kept up a i;ast, 
p.l<'C of dog-fightiug mul ~hl1·t1ing air tuctics. Aloug tu(! 
husy shorclille ' V(' saw firc-I,]ad,('IH'cl hnUs and wl'eek('d, 
::tunli:eu craft. 

Thls was our first stop iu the Solomon I slands, the 
war-pllbli(~i.zcd al'(~hip(!]llgo thnt swings in n. 700-mile ~ 
arc up toward New Guinen, OUI' JU'xt 8top Wnt; to bl' in 
the Russel1 Islands! some 50 miles way, at Banjkn's 
White Ben<,'b. 'Va nrrivE'd tbeJ'e in lllid·~Ial'ch 19t14 . 
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