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.Reaq Date - 19 Mar l 44 
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11-10~ - ONO ordera transter ot OBW 561 about 14 Nov to ADD Gulfport. (OWO conf' d1sp 
091645 NOR ace dtd 10 Nov'43 to Camp Pea17) 
OBMU 561 scheduled to depart (h1f'port tor Buene on 18 Feb'44. (11TWXl632-02-4 
from Budoeks to OinO Gulfport) 


5- 1-44 - OBMO 661 lett .ABD 10 Apr'44. (WlK) 

7- 7-44 - 1 Jun' 44 report ot OBMU 561 - operatillg at Munda. and OndoJJga. 

8-12--44 - 1 Jul'44- report of' O~Ml1 561 - opratiog at ¥.unda and Ondonga. 

8 .. 29-44 - OBMU 561 located at Kunda. (CNB New Georgia Sec D1sp 150538 NCR 14742 to Oom


seronsopac dtd 23 AugI44) 

9-16-44 - omro 661 1s located at !mnda. (ONB New Georgia Sea D1sp 010538 NCR 10526 dtd 


13 Sepl44 to Comseronsopac) 

9-26-44 - OBMlJ 561 ia located at lew Georgia. (Sec Disp 150538 )fOR 13713 24 Sap '44 tro 


ORB New Ga. to Comseronsop&a) 
10-18.. 44 - 1 Augl44 report of' oBMU 561 - operating at NAl3 Munds. and Munds. Air leld. 
10-19~ - CBMU 561 i8 located at Nunda. (CNB New Ga. Sec Airma11grem to oomseronsopaofor 

010538 NOR 18612 dtd 12 Oct'44)
10-30-44 _ oBMU 561 Is located at Nunda. (mrn New Ga. Sec 'D1sp 150538 NOR 12332 dtd 26 Oct; 



11-16- 1 Sepl44 report 0 C U 561 - operating at Ondong;.. and )fund , N v G orgi • 
11-17-44 - OB ro 561 is located at undfl. (mm New G-a. Sec Dhp to COIDseronsopao 010538 

ca 16611 dtd 14 Nov t 44) 
11-29-44 - cmru 661 1s located at Munda. ( m New G Sec Dhp to Comaeron8opae 150538 td 

28 Nov'44) 
14d- 6-44 - Cincpo ordera transfer of CBMU 552 and 561 to Msnua. (C1ncpoa See Disp to Com

opac 020217 a.td 2 D c t 404) 
12-29-44 - CEMO 561 110 locacted t 1uodF.. (CNB New Ga. c Dlsp to ComselQlsopac 010538 

dtd 18 Dec'44) 
1- 5 ~ CBMU 561 1s lo~ted at Mund~. (OBB New Ga. Seo Di~ to Comaeroneopac 150538 dtd 

30 Dec'44) 
1-)3-45 - CBMU 561 1s located at Munda. (Comserfor7f1t Seo report for NOV'44 dtd 15 Dec l44 
1-17-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of C:BM1J 561 - loc&ted at Nund Bew Georgia.I 

1-20-45 - Ol3MU 561 is located at Mund£... (ORB ew G • Sec Diap to Oomseronsopac 010538 dtd 
4 Jan 145) 

z- 1-45 - Oomsopac says that two new bat t e considered ade quate to eliminate need of OBMU's 
552, 553. 561. 568. 569. 582. 686. and 587 1n North Solomons. (Cincpoa Sec 
Disp to Comsopac 180059 dtd 18 Jan 145) 

Z- 1-45 - lW!~uxmiQgtlXimlli3mlf.U39lQPOOtmEXKItlll;U:U CBMU's 552. 561. and 687 
available fo~ transfer to Manus 20 Jan'45. (Com7f1t Sec Diap to Cincpoa 190119 
20 Jsn'45) 

4- 1-45 .- 9th (Jp) and C&~IO 561 and 568 are at Munda. (aRB New Georgia Sec D1sp to Com
aeronsopac 150538 dtd 26 Jan'45)

2-7-45 - rrrp~G:' -r 0::" Cl:!HU 55?, 561 ~no 587 to Manus annr0v841.(CL1C-P0e. S ~. disp to COl!l<\I)'n/ 
271032 dtd 28 Jan'45). 

Loc ti~n  OBl:tJ 561 

2- 9-45 - Comsopec request that Com7flt take action to deteeh CBMU 552, 561, and 587 trom 
present rulty at CNB Green Is. to proceed and report ~Agtren8 to CNE Manus for 
duty. (Comsopac Sec Di~p to Com7flt 302226 dtd 31 J a n'45)

2-10-45 - 1 Jan l 45 report of CBMU 561 - looated at l.fu.nda, New Georgia. 
?-14-45 - U.I arrivaJ. of transT.>ortatif)u Ci311t1 5b2, 5f'! qnd 587 i')r(l ed d tElchra(l trt 1')1'0 cl ane 

r ~Ol't to .I'::J.L~ .-tenus :for dut:'".(Co~ rfor7flt '3 c. ftpt'lltr ·''''r. 0087 r to. 26 Jan '45 to 
Co!:uTavForl JrSo 11'1) • 

3-8-40 - According to Dirpacdocks San Fran 15 Feb 45 report CBMIJ 561 18 located at Manu •' 3.-17-45 - 1 :feb145 report of CBItU 561 - Unit has been ordered to Manus. 
3-19-45 - Upon reporting of transp .• CBMU 561 hereby detached from presently aS8igned autles 

to proceed and report to CNB Manus for duty. (Oomserfor7f1t cont Bpdltr Ser 0430 
to 00 Naval Facilities NorSols dtd 6 Mar'45) 

4-10-45 - CB lU 561 is loeated at Manus.(Com7flt Sec. diap to Comlnch 250756 Mar'45). 
4-12-.5 - 1 Mar'45 report of CBMU 561 - This unit detached NAB Nunda 8 Feb'45 " reported JlB 

Manu. 16 ~eb'45. 
4-19-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of OE·ID 661 - located at Manus. lorr-ine jointly ",tth OEl-iUS 609, 

610, and 612. 
5- 1-45 - CBMU 561 i8 located at ~Imua. (Comaerfor'7flt Sec Rep of 1 J'l.pr'45) 

5-22-45 - 1 x.,'45 report of OBMU 561 - located at Manu•• 
0- 4-45 - Upon reportinf: of trpnsp furrlished by COnlserfor7flt on or about 1 Jul. CENU 561 


detached from nres~ntly pssiP.ned duties . Proceed and report to ONE Mpoila for 

duty at C~vite and Sene1y Point. (ComsP~for7flt Sec spdltr ser EP-00402 dtd 

19 M~y to eNB M~xn\s) 


1 JUtl'45 ri". -:;rw of C MU 51)1 - 1.n(,2ted pt Mpr.\ls . 




t 

,1.st W$ CB ,~ • f 0 n 1 

at IEllus. Op •_17-l., - \ t 5 re ort of 

609, 61 ar.d 612 . 


t I • -' c t d ' t us.
-~-
lU-~5-45 _ 1 Oct l 45 report of CBMU561 - located t MAnus. 44 men trRnsferred to U.S. for 

discharge under th point system.
11-14-45 _ JBf.ro 561 i9 exnected to be inectivated on ~ lTov l 45. (01nO. CBt4J B61 und~ted Itr 

attached to Muster Hol ) 
11-15-45 _ 1 Uov'45 report of omru 561 - located. At M 11. 5 men tr[ neferred for discharge 

under the point system. This report atp.te9 that the CB~ro 561 1s to be inactivate' 
by 3 Nov1 45. 

11-~3~5 - Comservpac requeet . 01nConatr. Phl18e~fron to inact1vate CBMU fi61. (Co~ ervpac 
4100~7 "tTov 145 TWX to OinCollst r. Philseafron) • 

12-3-45 _ CBMU 561 was 1nact vated(date not given). (Comaervpac restr Itr ser-61 undtd to 
BuPers) . 

Seabee Museum
Declassified



History 


IS lIor all lunk and ,uddL'1l death " I (" IS 1l1Ore a n:cllrd of hUlllan ,urn, ;, ' 

and not" al\\":I'"' (goldhricking hL'ing rhL" llL'xr "[,ll,,,t o( ["hL' pr()(L',~it)[b " rhe ,U'" " 

,"i,";d "f the rirrL'~H " ""irhout tiring a gUll, wirh 1\(. Illore (tJL'~ r'hall red rape, J11ud, 

:IlId I"'or CIIllP chief" It cal\ ,;rill he IWI)vell thar Sherlll:ll\ \\"as righr, 

I [ i, recorded rhar rhe :-\bbc dL' SiL'~ " e", 01\ being askL'J what pan he took 11\ 

rhe French Rcn.lurioll, replied, <oT liH'd rhrou~h ir", If ~ " ()ll liiJ [1)0, read care

t"lIl1~" frum here ()II. It i" real"" hi"r()r~"; a puur thing, perhap.-,. bllt ollr OWIl; and 

ollt \\"a'" ,,( ~:l'"ll1g rhat the good curate was hep to the \\"ar )1'"<::' 



Chapter One 

. , HOOT 


I t will lIe a l: oll~ i dcrahle time , 'e t hefore rh ~ 

lllaJ"rtn- tit" 1I ~ will l! "cr I'urger .hat "i"id da,' 
wlll'1I our traill s rolled ill (rtlm all CllmL'I"~ ,,( 
the l'llitl'li Srares ;llld Texa s to thar rtln'id, 
dllst~ ' , cieso lare allli (1lI'sakL'll railrllacl ~r; lri(l1l 

in a land called rirv:inia (wirh :lpologi", r" 
(llir ailliahle '\/r, f)"dl a few ,"ears ag(l, This 
was \\ ' illialll~"lIrg-, which ill prewar cia"s \I'as 
l\(lted fllr irs renOl'atioll ;llll\ great hi s tllrical 
hackgToIIIHi; hllt nJ;l~' Illl\\' he tragictlh- kllown 
h~' 111<111" other terlll s , if YOli \\'ollill halT t ilt' 

Sealll'L's Wltll SP"'III' rheir rraill i ll~ da"~ :H 

Callip PelT" s a~' ti lcir pieeL', For thar \I'as 
tile 1(ICltiClIl of g()od uk! Cal11p l'crn' , urigin
all,' "'[utld,' .\[agruder", trailling r amp (1 Ir 
Iltl' '\:Ival COll s tTlInilJ1l Ibrtalilllls, This was 
ttl hc tlur happ~' hllllle f(lr rhe lllal1\' and lIlis
crahk coming \I'eeks , !Tul ," a Ill'\\' cra 
ha l l hL'gull ill th e hi~t()J"~ ' of mallkilld 
or at least. ill the li"L's of t1rl()st Ill' li S \1'11<1 werc 
<.: l'l'lItll:III,' to lilld theillsel\'e~ clll11pr isillg rhar 
SeahL~L' Ctll\lhillC of 561, , ill future da~- s 

to he kllllll'n as "C()rI1" 's Raiders" , 
With the "Sad Sack" making a linal pass 

al1d Bill ,\Ioser breakillg up thar puker game, 
we clilllhed eagerly otf the rrain, rook lIlle 
qllick glimpse o ( the sitll:lrilln, and hefore we 
t','el1 had time to CIJI11111eIH, some ~alt~ I!Joking 
gIll' ill dUllgart:I'< had hdl()\w:d for ll ~ rr, fall 
inro r:1I1k~ III' four . ([ t mu:;t have lll'e ll at 
thi~ 1l1f>lIlCnr that I':d (;\11111 decided that all 
\I 'as 11l>l'clessi , AfrLT ,;tamlil1!,!: arlllllld ill rhat 
hlistL'rillg \' in:[illia Sllil (IJr ahllut all hOllr, we 
L'x-ei, ' ilialls were all'(:",,<I, ' becl)lllil1!,!: pmlicielH 
ill that illustrious Seahce art "t' "hitching" alld 
griping", as we pr!lcee(ll"li I'll rL'gi s r<.:r In 11 0 1111

certaill rerm s (JIll' ("lIlnplaillt,; as III ha\-illg r(J 
wa ir (or tI -;llls)lllnat illll, This lI'as, "f Cllurse, 
prillI' til thL' da",; of I{andall'" I{idel'~ all" 
TrallspIJrtatilill Co, I ( !lllk thcll e'Htid \I't' 
have realized how Ill;IIl~ ' tillles we \I'ollid st:llld 
in line (If ';"Ill<.: ( .. rill (II" o ther ill the day~ rll 
«line, I t is II Ildllllhtedh' ;\ g-"od rhill!! we did 
11<,r or they wOlild I1ll1st proilah!l- :-otill hL' 
hlilltillg KUl I\/ealls alltl I{ed OrClllt in rh e 
hills li t Idah, !. 

"1 .il1l' III' (lVer ch e re 11IL'1l, alld fall lI]to 

trllck" as SWIll as they arrll'e, Tht'" will take 

~' ''ll t,1 c;tlllp \l'hL're " (I ll will ge l ~ ' () lI ' ti r ~ 
rasIl' lIf \la,'~' ell,,\I' alld ::t bllll ' (Ill' tonight. 
T"I11<lIT()\I' rhe work ht'gin ~", Thll :: "I like .h e 
~altl , Illoki llg g Ull !L'lllall ill ,lll l1g:lITe", \1,1, .. \I t' 

latn ivanll' ,l III hL' a CPO ill lisg ll i ~ L" 
\\ 'e piled 0 111 .. the rru \; ks rh:n : <I1I1l 1'1I 1kd 

::H() rhe sta r-ioll alld rh e Ilt' " r fi fteell 111 illu r ' 
ride was ;1 pll L' C(J llr·sr b<.:tw el.'n a gn .u l' "I' 
\I',,::ld-h.: trllek dri,'crs r (, ~l::: \I'h','11 Ill i:;h r 
lJtfLT hi-; !,( r"up thl' r(}u ghe~ r rid<.: tn call1l' , :l., 

\I'L' h(}\1I1lTd (,"l'r rhc d ll s t~' , wi nd ""'l'l't rlla.\, 
intn rhL' JI"rr: tI ~ (I f l':lIl1P PL'IT~ " 

\\'1: tin:tlh- .-Ii 1111>(,',1 (lllr:tr what W:l~ r" he rhl.' 
i"dl!nrill:ltil>1\ l'enrer 1.1 \I,lging (rllm th 1_
I'''"t harhL'd wil'c !~' l1t" L' and t" 'e r y L' xi r l1Ia ll lled 
hy licree I""k inl.( ~a,'~- l!lIa 'd :-., We hllu ghr 
thL'" ,.; aid " """l'l'llrr:lri"Il" :I t lir ~ r l , ,-\ l1 y W:I\ , 

",ith <llIr hal1dflll,,!' /ll' ilJllg ill g, We; we;re pu , he I 
illt" :111 "P<: 11 ;11"';' al11i d r rhe L'IH.:lo"u rt: (I( 

halT:ll'ks, 
:\I'tl~r 11lL'L'kl~' :Illd lI'eakl~' :lllSII"L'n llg' I II 1)111' 

l1al11e~ and being segregated intu ,':ui nu.; a ~ 

sorted alphahc ri ea l grou ps, ,\,C pr<Jcel.'Jc:l t il 

turn ill all kni,'C:- , raz"r~, hras ~ knuc kle:, a n ll ~ 

;lIld <l1l1illL1lliti oll, (I r 111l1St he (I ,r rhi' rIC'. , on 

thar BCl1n~' .\fierzw;l and Cla re l ee \lcek~ are 
still dlling a 1ai1l1~li de kni fe 1l1al1l1faCt\lrill~ 

husill ess , Theil things ht'gall tl! h:lPP IC' Il, 
COldu si(lll ;."<.:igl1cd supreme, Olle of t hl! 111' 1;-;[ 

harl"ll\\'illg <1a,'" ,\,<,: "pe H ill rhe sen ' lel' \\' a~ 

;It hand, \\"c wu'<.: he rde,1 an",, ' t h imnte:
" 

iar'L' e;Jlll)l arL'a :111 I ~ rraggle I dll \l'l1 rhe: n la I 
';.r our fir" l ra"r\' "t" rh :l t fa r- fa!l1 ed :\ :11'1' 
choll', I r ' ~ d(luhrflti thar ;1111 (,f II" ,\ill e \ 1C' 1" 

t"(}rl!l."t tha t lirst (1)\. :1' :It Camp PClT'" (\\'c 
'-:111'1 hlame T L" :1l1,1 C, 11l111 :lIh l" f" rha ""~ 
a t ka ~ I , i Ikt'llre WI:: 11;ld 1" ' 1:' 11 \' i~ i(J 11:' I rhe 
rhlll\' hall, \IT had to hike f' ll' \I'har ~ <!t" 11 <.: t1 
tt'll l11ih; ~ thl'''lI~h a 111:I/L' lit' rr'a ils , hi ll ~idc: ~ 
all d lllldnhl'lIsh, It 11":1 :' ill re;t1i n ' 1 ) !1I~' :1 milt: 
and a halt', hur rhere Were lT1 ;tn ~ ' "r- u ~ \I' ll, . 
\\'er~' IlIla,'l'U Q(JIll' I rn 1I:tlki l g IIIII I' , t hall a 

ciT" hl. ,rk :1, 1(lng as ther ' \\:h:1 :1,1 111 , jghr 

\l'h" ql.li(kl~ ' dl'flppcd h~' th e "' a~'si Jl". I'e r
hap:-o r11t:1'~' a rc :; ri !1 " ..11 11.: <It" Ollr 11IIIll11er 1 ~ -i !1 g: 

II1"si li l' ,'Il l' ot' ril o:'L' [ra iL , t! ' ~ - in g ell ll1;l ke d Ie 
chI )\\' hall, , -\l1~' W:IY thi~ W:t ~ r ll hI:' 0 111' nr'ot 
"how li!1e, rhe lirst '11 :111 -' l1l.l lt.::;:< prlJ>.:c",,,i 111 



nt' rhelll rhrough rhe c(Jllling year~ , 1-",I"Cil rhe 

\1.-\ :\ had r() srand rhi~ Olle, :'I.t"rer ~wca[lllg 

Ollr rhe IUllg lint: ill tht:: hlisrering ~ un and 

clcilrualh, reachillg the donr, lI"e IIL'I"C lirer~ 

:1111' can'it.:d all'a~' hI' rhe ~Ceni alld arClllla of 

rhal 1\"(>lllkdlll :'\al ' ~ ' ((H.d, :'\ollC o( ll~ I'r(lh

:Ihl~ ' l"1'!\lelll hcr .iUS! wh;l! ir wa s rhel' scn 'ed 

1I ~ :11 til:lr hrst' l11cal, hut, for cerrain , the Pll":tI 

l11a<ic :1 lasring illlprcss i()1l '.11 all ()f li S, The 
,,"I~' I11C:II1S hI" which II"c could as.,ur" Ilur

'L'II'I'~ rhar We II'lTe drinkillg 1'(>Iree wa s rhar 
rh,: "ign read "Cotfec", Tht: shllttling rn:k 
ha ck ill camp lI'a ~ :!Cl:Clmpallicd hI' rhe rumh

li llg "I' our sr"lllach~ and a 1'()llfillll(lIlS arl!lI 

illenr :1.' ro ill~r lI'har 1,:1<1 h""~l thflsc srrallgl' 
rllillg~ rhar II'crl' "crl' t.: J II ~ f(lr ehCl\\' , 

(l-r ,n, alld rill' sOlllld tit' rcn'ilk alld 0111' hrsr 

~IIClr ling ill Ihl' :'\;1\'1' ~ \\ 'har "or!' ,)(Iifc lI'as 

!hi~ ,h al arou scd II" t'rOJl\ Sllllllher ;It ,"\I,'h all 

IIIHlr : 1:(11' Illost 01' II .' it had hl'cll rh' hO~lr 

IlL' had hcen hitting rhl: sa d;; (lu ri n g t hlls e 

(r:l llri~' la~r fL' II' dal's hd~lrl' 'qlllrring ("I' "\Jr~', 

Th""I' frSI rCI ' I'illc~ lllllSt "al 'c hl "'11 rOIl !!h allJ 
\\'e:lr~' (Illes illdccd for hldl' Briggs, "\\' rl' ck" 

I)il' l rich alld sll\lle lllllre flf ,'111' "~ack kill g~" ~ 

Ih rill' I·i llll' I hc slin had ris cll 01'·1' t h(l~l' 

\'irgillia hills II'l' had ;dreadl' J1lad~ thl" [lI'() 

IlIilt:: jaullr ro rhe J1le~~ hall and had Consullled 

(or ~ar thr(lllgh rhe serving (1) I'en' lirtle o( 

(lll I' ,n:()lld "\ a v~ · eh(J\I', Sll!Jrrh' fherea frt'J' lI'e 

Wel'e ordered ro reporr fIJI' IJur hnal rh~' ~ical 

eXanllllarinn, \\'e II'L'I'C depending: (In rho~t: 

lasr r\l'o J1leals ro gel' u s tllrned down, 

".-\dallls, ,-\dalll~, Alderman, ,-\ncler~oll 

(:tii ill as I cdl "tf ~'our 1l:1Il1es and report (IJr 
phl·,i(";d:.;~" Again it lI'a, a line ro I,etall ll~ , 

alld elTll rhell I\'l' [lid nor realize thar rh e 

:\:11'1' pr;lni('all~ ' ')j"ll' rale, oil !'lIe thcon' ,,( 

" a lille ("I' cI"cJ'I' rhillg" alld rhl' rUll(: w!)rll 
~I,,!!all ()( "hllrn' Ill' so \"(llJ ClII lI'ait", rr 

11";1~J1't "" had till' fhe h"I'~ [oppillg rhe alpha 
"criet! li,rs, Ilut fill' felt,," ·s wirh Ill(llli l' kl:r , 
like YI'nzel' alld ZUllker, ir n\(;allr ,Pl'll lillg 

alll >[ l1o.:l' l'()n~i"l'rahlc fe ll' h"llrs in rhc slIn hc 

t, Ir l' l'l 'CIl a jl pro:lch ing rh c L'xa 111 i II arion q II a nl'!''' , 
"Sn'i!, ro rhl' waisr", har ked ~"ll1e gl)h, \l'h" 

had prohahll' heen g"ldhrid.ing: ill Ship' ... 

('''lllpal1:' fDr ""1l1L' rimc, Otf l';Ulle rh",c 

preci"l1~ cil'iliall railllenr~ alld all/ldlL'r salt 
lI"irh a ,wah alld a h ir Ill' Illerl", lrlJl'hn)1ll~' illl 

"LIlltl'.! a IllJlllhl'l' al'!''''' (lUI' ]'(;,~p~'cril ' " chL'.':~ ' 
l,'rlJlll rhl'!'l' ,,11 11'1' \Vere rcc' )gllized Ill' nlllllhcr 
1':11 h,'r rhall h,l ' Ilallle, :\n(; S() (lll thnl'.q,!'1 r :!-, 

cXalllinarill1l a~ rhe IOllg lille W(lrllH.:ti it:.; 11';1 \' 

rhrough rhe varioll.' ,r:lge::; of ou r fi n al ph~-s it'al 
r t all boiled dnlVll ro sonH.'thing like this: 

.. Hlood ;" 

"YL'~" 


"f'~~'esig:hr ?" 

"Y,:.," 
" Hc:lI'i ng~" 
'''Yl'S,'' 

"1-1:tVC hllrh h;llld~ and t'o;;l!r?" 

"ye~" 


"lhcarhiJlg~" 


"Yc~" 


"y(I:I'\,C 0,1-:" Illare !" And rhar lI'a~ ir. 

FI'CIl ar rhar a fcll' o( rh t: unluc k l" ( WL' IISC 

rlLlt IIOr.! wilh rc~crl'ali()n s ) WelT :.;enr h a k 
1'" rh(, carl'(rl'l' \I·a ~· , "t' a L'il'i li a n, 

"(~lIiet, lllt'll, th is Illoming I-Ol! ;\rc go il1!! (I 

dra\\' I 'our '\al'~' t:I"th i Jl~' i" lIe, ;\llll', m c I , 

nn c e , 'ou al:ce p t an arric k it i~ 1' ''lI''~ alld i · 

e: lllilot hl' rctlll'nl'li. I t is lip t t l 1'011 to care 

f"r ~'ollr ml' ll ci"rhi ll g" alld ~<: c fhar it I " !l ll l 
\t h r. YOIl will he cllargl'd lI'ilh rhc~e g(lt 'l b 

al l I hcl,l re,;p i ' ll ~j hk (or rhl.: :11 , d (I\\"\1 1'0 r h l' 

I:hl dot he , ,;r" p_ Thl' hrsl th ing ~· (H! w ill hI' 

g i l'cn i~ a long whitl' hag l'alled a Jl\atrn.; ~~ 

('O l' l'r, whirh ~ "II wi ll prL'S 'n ti y IISC (.,r a hag 

10 c:a rt'l' rhl' rl'lllaindl'l' ,,( your gear ill," Thu" 

harked another Ship's COlllpan~' COI\lIll;llldo lI!l 

rhe foll"wing (L'e:lI-~' m orn ing , Thlls hegan 

ont of rhe !\lost C;JIlI'lIseJ dil~'~ thaI' an~' of II :' 

elldured ill the S,; ahcc~, Pi llows, dllngart'e.~, 

greens, shorts, shirts, "hocs, scrub brllshc !< , 

more sh"e~, pl'acoars. and n tonnage of other 

artidt'~ lI"en: tos~ed af us so fasr and haphaz 

arJly we didn'r r<.: alizt' \I·hat or wh e::re they \I'erl' 

an.! hop ; ("1' the bL'~t, By the t i 11e \I'e reached 

t h t: end uf rhl' lin t: ir lI'a s 11 'XI' r" impo" ible 

ro 1:\'(:11 Ii fr rhc ~:Ick, FI'er~'rhi~l!! ea m l: of 
l'''II;-SC in 11l:rfecr :\:\I' ~ - tir. \\'e al\l'a ys 11;](.\ 
a ch"ice of rll'O s izes; ei ther rno large ,,;' (0" 

s n1:lll, Th:lf call o f "Put ~ ' our soap In I'(llir 

pocker and kcep 1l1ol'in ;{ ' will Ion;? s" lIlld in 

"III' 1l1 t' Ill" ri<:~' 

"\'''11','' e<lllti'll/L'S all(lther hr igh t fe \l l 'w, 

"1"1111 lI'ill (,,11,,\\' an ,u lld I" r il c ll e X t b\l ill illg' 

wilne Y(1l1 will rel'e il' t: a "relll'i l anJ haH' ~' ''lIr 
cl()rhc'; mark" ,!. (\hlhl' it' Allard had ' 11(111'11 

II'har rhi" lI'a" t'oJ' hI.: w,nd,IIl'r he;: h:lI'ing: ,,,, 

Illllch f\'lluhk n,,\\ ' ill tilldilll! hi ~ t>llll "hil'~ i 

1.:11' I'(llll' Illalrn" ·, ('"I'er ;,11' dcck, 11I:Iro.:,(11\ 

alld p~lt all 1' ''',11' cll)ril(' ~ oil II, The dL'l'k, 

\Ia(', i~ lI'har I' ''ll u"e.l \"0 1," "11 rh(, fll/or ". 

f.'in:dl~ · , I'I<tthillg d\ll~' srellcilled alld all lit' u" 



Th, :a \\' 1'111 I~,,'k IhWII(!h ,~h c rir!,!i!',i," ,!l\~~ 'k ' :lrn' in!! riw >c' 
,{",h , ,,wlul load, III (, I !tear, 

exhausred ro rhe poil1r of 1l';ll1rillg Ilorhillg Il; \ll'l: 
"f life hur sack dlln', Ill' sr:l!'!!2:ercd Oil! (I f t he 
huildillg harely altle ro dr:lg our hC;"I1!,!illgs hc
hilld liS , "I" trucks ro earn' llS ro rhe "arrack", 
"I"rhill!! hur a hrief "slllokiIl!,! laillp is lit" 
anti rhl'1l :til tortured hike to thc C:tIllP area 

The' Corp" llle'll Ind lh 	dnill!'; ," <,n ' thi ng htH , t ;llldin l,; on 
our h<,ads , 

wirh rhar hark , hreaking: I,,:td, Alld r() thin k 
(If rhe irt'llb ill that hag rhar we IlCI'Cr lI"c,l. 
hur earrinl all rh l' \\'a~' ()\ LTSl':lS and kicked 
ar(lulld ullril "C(lI1I1Il(,d .. rc" SWl'l'!lC~ ' cirricli 
rhelll :\\\':1.1' Oil rhL' hargL'~, 

Th~' Ill:xr ,'rep in our falll'icarioll a,; 't:a bcL'!> 

I '''i',,' riOIlS "'cr,' 10 PbLllll' our Train i ll,! Ih~' , tr III l it.: H. ri ll nin~ 
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found us signing a multitude of paper~, buying 
war hOllds, insurance, explaining what we 
wanted to do in the )Javy (linle realizing 
that we would surely wind up doing just about 
ever~ · thing hut) and then ~tt::pping in ;or that 
haircu t. 

First came the insurance applications, and 
various other applications where we !iigned a 
dozen copies or Form "))" and eleven 0; 
;orlll ":\" so that Section "B" would be con
cise and cOlllplete and certified on Form""'''. 
.'\s Frank Olsen said, "r would he there yet 
signing Ill~' nallle if r had stopped to read 
cverything r !iigned~" Then came the honds. 
But ()t course we wanted til register an allot
ll!ent tor h()llds~ Storekeeper .rimm~' Sineath 
didn't have to threaten lIJ and twist. our arms' 

The emire procedure happened so last that 
this, plus our all()tlllents, etc., and a bit of 
llIoney tor the "little woman" hack home, le;t 
liS a month'" pa~' that we could count on one 
hand just en()ugh left over for cigar
ettes Ill" a worth~' investment in the "Ben 
Blue \\"elfare Fund" . 

Then on t() the barher sh()p, where the failled 
:'\av~' haircut awaited liS. "But w;lit", bellows 
.1,)(:: ";\I Lllllllly" Picrce, "J had a haircut tw() 
days before J left home . and short to()~" 

"That's too had mate, ~' Oll should ha\'e 
saved the dough, hecll1se this olle is free and 
I'ca/(r short. I,ine up over there ane! keep the 
chairs filled up:" 

The pmcess hegins, J<Je enters the slwp, 
takL's three steps to the chair, sits down, the 
Ilarher (?) makes Illle rUIl with the cuttcrs, 
two with the clippers, a Mash wirh the scissors, 
spins the chair twicc, gctting the rest on the 
second spin. "Oka\' , .\Iac, ~'ou're all dOlle . 
On l\' tifrecn secllnds 011 that one~ For a g:u~ ' 

rhat's nevcr harhered hefore, I'm gl'tting prctt~ · 

gllod at rhis! No, we dOIl't have an\' l11irmr:
he re, 1\lac, hut YOII don't have til \\111'1'\' 

you W'ln't see anyhody (Ilr a lew wt: , ks and 
IVL' Clit regulatiol1 here. If .1 ' 011 want an~' mllre 
takcn off, jllst drop hack an~,til11c!" 

It nIl/sf have heen this initial touch that 
was til kad tIl rhe fal11ed argu111cnrs hl!rwCen 
'('0111 \/ainL's, Pappy Bn.:cn, Boh (;'lIldwin, :1,1 

(;"uld and I~en Means as to who was the 
pr)"seSSllr of the finc" t head III' skin. 

"Nllw rllnigllt at uno (that's Navy time 
fllr G:30 p.I11 ., :\ 'Iac), ~'ou will tall out next to 

the harrack.-; and report til the drill field ior 
assignment to Yllur hoot training: area. Youse 
are now read~' til ~tart bOllt". Thus bellowed 
our CPO on our next happ~' morning. :\t 
about IIBS, our beloved "Sam" confronted a 
milling mass oi us and ~creamed ior quiet. 
"There are about two thousand oi you out 
there and in order for ~ ' ou to answer to ~'our 
nal1\e it must be absl)llltel~' quiet. There will he 
no talking: or horsepJa~' and ever~' l1\an he ready 
to answer to your own name and no one else's. 
:\(ter J call oil Yllur names, yuu will I'l::pllrt 
as direCted . . .l,1I right, men, (Ill' the first group 
nllW, :\~DFRSO~, Tollivar, .'\NOERSON, 
Tollivar! Isn't he here? Oka~', the 1'oIlllwin~ 
men an~wer and fall (Jut in the far corner of 
the field and wait for ..l, nder:;on " , 

....l,lderman, .I . R." 

:"11 answer. 

.. . .l,lderm:ln,,1. R." 

Still no answer. 

....l, - L- D-F-R-\I-,.l,-:\' ~ J. R. !" 

.. Herc!" 


"\\"I!II, mate, It s ahout time ~' IlU woke lip 

and found out what in h.·1 ~ ' our name is, 
\'I)W, are you sure \ ' IIU an.' :\lderl11an? \\"11" 
didn't ~' 1l\1 anS\\'tT befllre~ :\'()W, let this be 
a lesson to the rest of ~'()u t .. keep quiet and 
listell whell ]'111 doing the ralking...l,IJerman, 
go out and pick up nH' hUlldred cigarette butts 

.l,nd :;11 Iln do\\"n thL' lint the nlen were as

and nL'xt time ~' llll will learn to li:;tcn!" Thus 
continued 11111' heloved Sam . 

'. 
signcd. ,.l,j,out an hour later ..l,ldcrman re· 
ports back with the cigarette hutts and Sam 
harks, "How man\' hutts did you get . .l,lder
man?" in ;t swcet \'"icc, 

"I,'i\"l: hundred and ~e\ ' en . " 

"Five hundred and sc",:n!" I told \'IlU to 

pick up fi\ 'e hundred butt:;; no l11ore, nil !t.·s,,: 
\low when arc you !fning to leam r() obey 
orders? (jet out "f here and rhrow rho-.e hurts 
awa~' and pick up five hundrl'd mure, and r 
l11ean bring hack Ii:',> /1It1Ir1n:d and remember 
you :UI! in the \ ' a\'y now~" 

It \\"a.' rhcn that JOl' .-\l(\crl11an and thl! 1'L:~ r 

lit us del·id !.;d rhat,un'I~' all \1;1-- I"st. 
..l,(rer considerahlc more, bur inc"nscl(ucn

rial, l'onfusi"n, Wl' wen: til1;dl~ ' a ... signcd to :1 

hoor arca, which found m..,r of the cl1lhrYIJ 
crew of 5(,1 in Area C~. Tap,.; was sounding 
peacefully in anothcr ealllp area and we had 
~'et rll find a hunk and ro mect our ncw Chief. 

The first night wc mer our CPO who was 
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.hl .... r ;l small HTtioll of rl1l' \';lSUlt':-iS of C;lnlp Peary showing: rhl' Illain :lr,,::l. 

til lead 11\11' platoon thrllugh the da~'~ IIf h(Jot. ~l't a few thin!!s straight, hut quirk. 'ha"c a 
"He", ,'nu gu~'S , fall (JUt m'er then:. Toss linle alh·il·L' 10 gin: \"(lll hct"Clrl' ,'uu hegin "our 

\"Imr gear illside alld grah ~'(llHsel( a bUllk. rr;unln~. Y(Ju, get utl' that hunk a!Hl take 
:\Ild hang around, I wallt t(J talk to ~ ' ()\1. 14o\\' tht: L'(lrt()n "lit ,,( ""ur ears and listen til what 

1ll;1I1" \\'Illdd rather hit the sack than listen "nl tellint! ",,"! Y l:'ah, "m going to make a 
to me for a few minutes? (;oud. \\"ell, Ict's speedl and , wallt ~'llll all til n::llL'lllber it . 

.. Boor..... Ic:arnin~ righr fnul1 I...·rt ;1nd bl'gi"f\in~ To "k..:.pi"'l· 
~ - all in~rrll,,·r(lr .... 



~uw \"oU birds art:: mine tor tOllr wet:ks and 

~"Oll a~e probabl~- wondering who I am . \Yell, 
I'll tell VOli and \-(IU will find (Jut soon en(Jugh. 
111 ten :ia\"S - in her to\llorrow, a lot 01 
YOli gU\'s will ht: calling me e\"Cr~ " thing else, 

but J had better !lot hear \"tlli. I have plent~· 
of sen' ice on Ill\' sleeve and I've been pu.;hing 

boo t~ like I"()U throllgh {or some time IlO\\'. 

Thost: of you who would like to rlln til tht:: 
pill rollers at the dispensary to keep (Out ot 

drill, well, nothing will bt:: said ulltil the (Ia~ 
we hreak hoot and thell you will g() back alld 
hegin hoot all over again. :\nd that is just 
a sample of what happens if ~ " JlJ tr\, to foul 

nle up!" 
Thus, and with an additi()nal lengthy dis

cussion, largeh' on the part of the CPO ill 
his cntllllsiasm to dt::lllonstrate how much he 

knew and how little we knew, wert:: wc launched 

in til OU r hoot career. 
But, it wOlildn 't take rCI'eille to wakt::11 us 

in thc Illorning . ~o, not by a dozen buglers. 
There was (lId dept:ndablc, rt:liable, irritating 
john \-Ioon: , who alwavs hit the deck hy him 

selt at about U·H5 . r think johnllY I11l1 s t havc 
had a st::cret, sadistic pleasllrt: in awakelling liS 
ahollt five 1l1inutt:s hefore the hugle. There 

11":lSIl't a ll10rn ing t1wse four weeks th a t John 
missed a ()455 alld a hellow of "H IT THE 

DFCr;:~" Ye:<, .I<1hl1, in spire "f the 11lulritudt:: 
"t" good ill him , \Va.'; (Jnt:: of those h"ot camp 

.\-L-\.:\ .\. \Yith ap"Iogies trl john, we Illllst 
give you a littlt:: information on an 1\1 ..'\ .. --\.; 
1\ hich, translated, means iV/aste r at .--\rl11s, in 
;Hldjtioll "f course, to allY other pet names the 
ho\"s, through the histor~" Df the \lavy, have 
tagged on to those hDlding that exalted posi

tIC IIl. Now, the i\"I ..--\ . . --\. is ill charge of tilt" 
~i tllation . He is responsible to st:e that the 
barracks and call1).! is kept ill trip-top shape and 

always ready t~ ) r inspection . For III isheha \· i,11" 

and the like \"oU answer to the \1 ."--\ .:\., and 

it" ~' ()lJ h"ther t" reall~" answer you are also 
likely to answer to the Skipper. I n short, the 
\/.:\ . .-\. sees that everything is donc the ~lav~' 

wa~" and carries on all tht: otht:r little derails 
that no (Inc else rarcs Co do. ,\1..--\ ..-\.'s are 

dest ined for greatlless " .. they are the ver~
hackh"ne of the N'avy. 

The next (our wet::ks wen: ot traIning that 
It: ft us wi t h on Iy t1l<111 gh ts of how soon would 

it be over and where do we go froill here . 
TR:\ININ(i, TR.--\l\lJ~(; and Illort:: training . 

In~rrllct()rs barkillg commands and the chiefs 

tn-inl2: ro do likewis~ in all equally sorr\' iashion. 

" .~h(~ut Face", "To the lerr !-l an k, !lurch'" and 
.. Right oblique, hurch!" we re just so much con

fusion to lJ~ at first, but wt: soon learned t o 

distinguish our riahr ioor trom out left and tu 

ma rc l; ill a reas(l~ablt: tac-simile of order . Ot 
course, there were always those long-legged 

righr gllides wh" had the pour ~llOrt legged 
gll~ ' S at the rear of the plato() n marching ar 
a dOL?; trot. Thret" to tour hours in that broil
ing '\rainia sun under rho~e drill COIJlIllan<i..; 

w:~s t::nc:ugh to break the spirit of men of Io::s:' 
mettle than ourselves _ But, the ten minute 
breaks and the lectures in the drill halls were 
always welcollle. \l:U1\" of liS got in l1Iore 

sleep in those drill hall lectures than we did 

in Ollr sacks. Then of course the routine 

v:lried to include such things as extended 

IIrde r, marching, hiking, judo, llIac-hete drill, 

ha~'onet, :tnd e\'erything else in the I.anding 

Force \Ianual. .--\nd c<Hllllland" courses 
.--\h, those exhilal'ating COl1lmando cour~es! 
Th;lt is a matter far to(J painful to go into 

here . Then thert:: was the manual o f arllls 
Just a s(Jurct:: of l110re confusion to us. 

Of course, we marched e\-en"wbere . 
to the nJ()\'ies, to sick hay, to the chow hall. 

\[erely walking from ,me point to another was 

strictly verboten; appa rt::ntl~" it jllst wasn't 
dOlle, in the Nan". \\' t: distinnly rel1Jember 

two guys from allothcr platooll ~leepwalking 
(Jilt: night olle was counting culcnce. 

The few olf-dun" hours we had all to our

sel\-es. . washillg clothes and learnillg to 
ciothes-stop thelll with rlCJthillg hur square 
knots; our wi\'es at hol11e chortled in lIlIre

strained gke o ver ollr piteolls letters relating 
of our laulldry prohlem s. "--\n<l then th e roil
ing of the clothes . all aC~'ordillg to H()~-Ic 
alld the Blue .1ackt:t's i\lanual . blues to 
the right and whites to the lett, or sOlllething 

to that orde r; with all the knots we had to 
untie, gerring dre%ed in the I11l)rlling was a 

major operation in itsdf. Then there was the 
barracks to keep shillt:d up; and we mean 

shining- to a degree 0/ sp()tle "~s splendor " 
the inspt:cting parties didn't miss a thing. 
(iuard f\Ut\· alld the eleven gcneral order~, 
h()iler watches, firc watches . . ~ - e~, we had 
lots ()f spart: time! Yer, the few lI1inu tes of 
barracks life wt:: had ht::fore sinking into tht:: 

sacks was a happ~' nllt:. \\'e were jll~t [Jlle 
hig happy family, with everyolle learning where 
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even'(,mh' elsc was (1'1)111; fighting the Civil 

\"al' over a dO'lell times, then all hands lllliting 
to ohliterate thc Texas tall tales, C;;lIl1bling o( 

C(lurse was stricth' \'erhoten, s(, those little 
hlack jack and ]Joker gallles were stricrly ior 
lUll, 

The "shots" were yet til come , and 

wc had 10l1g heen prepared "round IH;cdks, 

square necdles and huoked onts n1an~ ' Ili 
liS wert' kept Oil "light duty" t~)J' days, :\Tone 
of rhe fantastic tales told of those ncedles and 
sadis tic Cl.lrpSll1CI1 were l1earl,\' as long as rhe 
needles anually tCit, hilt even now we;: arc con
\' inl'ed we have n1tJrt:' serlllll than hlood in (lUI' 

\'l: illS, 

Then therL' were thet:'ndlessdllties of 1'-,1', , 
or did \'011 want to he rell1inded of that' 
the splid locker, ]lots :lnd pans rolling 
Ollt at (n()() and lucb' to he hack in the 
h:lrracks hy 210/) , Those were the days when 
the rated Il1en plilled no distinction, thc\' 

happih' scruhhed pots and l'lJllcrete floors with 
thc rest of us, 

Thus the cndless course of C\'CIHS rolled lin 
until the long anticipated da~' \\ 'e \n~re to 
"hreak hoo," and go into that exalted stage 
of "ad\'anl'ed tr:1ininl,!", l'p IIntil now, the 

!,:1I~' S in "advanced" had been :1 speL'it's "I' 
dCIl1i.,g'lll to liS , hardened veterans, to 
whilst: tales of rigorolls training and privations 
We listened with open-nlouthed awe, :\nd now 

we, who had onl~' a few weeks hefore heen 
poor, ~/Jft ci\' ilial1s, were to ellter ill that 

exalted stage! But first, all of tiS were figllring 
flll h()w 111:111\' hOllrs we would be able tu spell ,l 

in \"ashington on thar ofr-rulllored fi2-hour 

liherty thar all hoots were supposed to get 
Illlt that was just rhar much l1lore scuttle

hlltt, as we were lJlliek t'l nnd flut 
Thus, the locatifll1 01 our alb-anced camp 

drew our cl>llcentrated arrention, Rut detill
itel\' it ne\'l'r occurred to liS rhat we cou ld 

p()ssihl~' llc retained ill Peary a gI'O~IP 

with a reCtiI'd like C)',II'S was surely destined 
for gr~~iHcr things ~ :\1 St()rclla and rhe rest 
of the Yankce crowd had the libel't~' scheJule 
from Da\'is\-ille, R , " all arranged, \\'hile the 
"'arden, "Cott()llpicker" C!Jne ;111;] a few Illflre 
(;ulf C";l';r denizens were Illeasuring the 11l:les 
tfl (;ulfporr. Jim Hlirl and a few flthers were 
looking lor an assiglll11ent on the Pacitic (,):lSr. 
,-\11 of liS had ont thing: in Cfllllmlln ;] 
dl;'el' -sea ted desire tl> lea \' l;' Peary, Tnen cune 
rhe da\' orders wcre posred, \\'hat a kr-Jo',\'11 ~ 

There was \\t'~' ping and wailing allJ gnas hillg 

of teeth "III' assignll1cnt lell r" ,-\rC:l .-\--i-, 
Camp Pe;tn', \'irginia, lor alh'anceJ training 
as tht: Supcr I(nh Ihrraliul!. The w()rd "Super" 

cflns()led us 0111\' sOlllcwhar \\'e r'nk that 
to mean ,)nh' th:lt flur status :\s sup<;' l'Illen 
was ()nl~' now duly rectlgnized, .-\nY\\';l\', it 
;]n1fllllltcd tIl ()nl~' a ti\'e -millllte change of 
camp areas, :tnd it was a distracted, miserable 
gr/)up /)1 men that set lorth for ,-\--i- that 
nlOl'nillg: thc fan that we were nllw lit 
thc "UPPtT l'I'llst" Il()twithstanding, I~llt, at 
least advallced rraining would hring occ;t$j llnal 
lihl'rr~ ' and IlIH tirst IOI)k at rhe Ilut"idc \\"irld 
ill fllllr weeks that wa:-; our ;:l11a ll ~', II1~O
larioll, ,-\lId Sl>, Oil to ,-\dvanee:l ' 
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cver\'hou\' else was from; tighting the Civil 

\\"ar over a dOi'en time~, thell all hand~ uniting 

to oblitcrate the Texa~ tall tale~. (;allll>lillg of 

C()lIr~e \Va~ ~tricr'" \'erbotcll, ~o th(J~c link 

hlack jack alld poker games were ~rricrl~' for 
flll1. 

The "shots" were ~'t' t to come . and 

we had long been prepared . rIlulld Ilecdle~, 
~quare ncctlles alld hooked OIlCS . . ll1all~' o( 
II!"' wel'e kept on "light dllt~·" (or days . :-':Ollt' 
of rhe fantastic tales told of those Ilet::dle~ and 
sadistic corpsmcn We n: ileaI'I \' as IOllg ;t~ the 

necdle~ ;tl't\lall~ ' felt, hilt t'\TIl now we an: COIl
\·i llcet! wc have nllJre ~crul11 thall hlood ill (lllr 
\TIIlS. 

Then thclT were I' he end Ie~~ dll tie~ 01 h . P ... 
or did \ ' 011 want to be n:millded of that~ 
tht:: spud locker, pots and pans rolling 
out at ()~()() alld lllck~ ' to be hack ill ihe 

harracks 1,\· 2100. Those were the da~ ' " whcll 

the ra red l11en pulled no distinctillll . thc~' 
happil~' scruhbed pots alld cOllcrete flllor" wirh 
the rest "f us . 

Thus tht:: clldless L'our~e of eVt'llt~ rolled on 
ulltil the IOllg ;lllticipatcd da\' we were t() 

"hreak h"clt" ;tllli go into that cxalted ~tage 
()f "advanced trainillg". l'p until now, the 

!:!II~'S ill "ad\' anced" had heell a s pel'ie~ of 
dCllli-god to us . hardened \'cteraIlS, to 

whosc tale~ of rigol"llils trainillg and privatilllls 
we li~tclled with c,pen-m cHlthed aWl'. :\nd n"w 
we, who had 0111\· ;1 Ie\\' \\'Cl·k~ hef..re heen 
pCIf)r, s<>fr ci\'ilialls, \\"(;"re ttl enter ill rhat 

cx;dtcd sta!,!e~ Hut tirst , all of liS " 'crc figuring 
on htl'" l11an\' htlllrs we would he aille tt, spen.1 

In \\"a~hingt"n oil that oft-rumored 62-hour 

liherr~' that all boot~ were ~upposcd to get 

. but that was just th :lt much J11or(! ~clltrle

hurt, :J.~ we wcre quick to tind out 

Thus, the location of ollr :I(h';lI1ccd camp 

drew our cOIll'cnrrated attention. But detln

itel~' it Ile\'er occurred tCI us that " 'e could 

po!'~ih'" he retained in Pean' a gn)~lp 

with a record like l) clrS wa~ !'urel~' des tined 
for greater thillgs~ :'\1 Storella and th :::' rest 
of the Yankec crowd had the liherr~' sch.:Jllle 
(mill n,,\"is\-ilk, R. I. all arrange_:, ,,·hile the 
\\'arden, "Cotton picker" Cone and" (cw IlHlre 

(;ulf Coast dCllizens wcrc l11ea!'uring the mile,: 

t. , (;u'fport. Jim Hurl and a lew uther~ wcrc 

I.,,)king for an ;bsigni1H:nt on the Pacitic l·" : I~r. 

:\1\ "f u~ had (lne thin!:, in cOl11l11on a 

decp-scated dl'sire to lea I'C Pe arT . ThL~n C:II11C 
tht: da~' orders were posted . \\'hat a let-J o :\"I1 ~ 

Then: was we::ping and wailing an.1 gna~hing 

ur' tccth "ur a~~jgnnlL' IH fell to Are:1 .-\--+, 
Cal11p Pear~' , \'irginia, for :Ilh'anccJ training 
as thc Super I {)til Battalion. The word "Super" 

c(ln~olnl us ()nl~ ' sOl11e\\·hat we to"k that 

to Illean tlnl~ ' that tllIr startl!' as SlIp;;?l'IllCn 

was only no\\" duly rec(Jgnized. .-\n\"\\·;n, it· 

:tnloulHnl tIl onl\· " tin':-Illinute L'h;lngt: of 
l'allip art:as, and it was a distracted, llIis(;" rahk 

group 01 I11cn that set forth for .-\--+ that 

111 01'11 111 g the fact that we wcre no'" of 
rhe "lIpper lTII!'t" nor\\"ith~tandjlli!. But, ar 

kast a,h'ann:d training ",,,uld hrillg Ilccasional 

lihern' and 0 111' tlr~t lo"k at the Illlt~ i lk I\"()!'I" 

in flll/r weeks that was uur slll;11I l' . 'n~tI 
latiol1. And "", Oil t" .-\dvarll:cd! 

.'-\ 
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Cn(Jpter Tw() 

.-\ J) \. .-\ ~ C E J) 

It was IIl1e ot tho~e excepti()nall~· IlOt \·ir

ginia llIorning~ when the trllck~ cante rll the 
detenrion ro gather up and haul ollr gear an.! 
persons to thl: advanced training area we were 
to live, work and tight in for thL: next tour 
weeks. \Ye were all ~Il anximl~ to g>:!t serried 
111 (llIr new halTack~ tltat e,·en· Illan helped 
in loading thl: se:lhags and b~· mid-da~· we 
were all at !Jur new area anJ assigned to 
harracks. 

\re dug an>und tor ollr bags in the lot where 
tlte'· were eventually unloat/e .1 and piled lip 
(it seellls that the major portion of ollr train
ing da'· ~ wa~ taken up in digging (lur ~eahags 
'Htt (If a pile). :\(ter an hour or so of prohing 
anci sweating, we finally Illcated what we he
lieved to he our hag~, and dragging then he
hind us, ~taggL:red down a long company 
~rreet in tltL: swc!tering heat until we came 
upon tlte harracks witlt the nl/mher on the 
(mtlt CIlITL:sponding to the ont: we had heen 
informed we would herdt in during our rl/~!!ed 
training (lays to t'!.:ne. 

Soon a (ter we had sec II red Oll r sea hag~ to 
a hunk and placed our hedding on sallle, 
arllllnd came the inL:vitahle CPO, this (lne 
again claiming to he Illlr Illrd and mastL:r 
thrl)lIgh this phase of ollr war . he wa~ 
Illlr platoon chid·. The Chiel looked over hi~ 
new charges and selt:ctL:d an :\1.:\ ..-\. lor each 
harracks and informed liS that il we did not 
c()lnpl~· to the letter with every demand of 
our ;\1.:\ ..-\. Wt: would ~lIrely he subject to the 
dire~( consequt::llces ever devised ill tlte mind 
of a CPO. .-\s "O"1l as he had hnished thrt::at
elting each of u~ in tum, he:: ordt::red us to 
fall out ftlr chow on rhe tidd adjacellt to (lur 
harracks. " ·e were then marched to chow in 
an orderly (?) manner . .-\Ithough the cltow 
hall and the cuisine was identical to the hoot 
caillp t:stahlishJ1lent , we ~wort: to a Illan that 
we were now getting much herrer tood than 
we had had at bout. It still was lar from 
heing anything to hrag about. 

Aftn tltat partintlar noon eh"w we again 
tdl Ollt and were marched a ll1ile IIr two (to 
settle the chow) to a large drill field where 
wt:: wen: til he gi ven the opportUlli ty to dis
pia,· the talems ill close order drill we had 

acquire'! a~ hoot~. \\·e recei'·ed frequent lung 

rests and ~Illllking peri otis and alre;ldy we 
hegan to like this progressive rreatlnent we 
wcre rt:celnng. The '\[a\'~· was beginning (0 

treat 1I~ like men' They e,·en rreatel the 

nlllllg bo"" like that. 
. Th~ bi~ feature 01 ;\d,·anced to us, ho",c,·er, 
was the t~n (hat this new assignment brought 
with it rltt pri,·ilege of purcha~ing and il11

hibing of that wondedul golden brL:w 
heer. The Advanced Are;t beer garden was 
close h~· tlte area, and tlll>se of liS whu had 
long ago acquired a deep ItI'T for the stuff 
and had not had a ta~te of brew IlIr ti'·e long 
we:ek~, contemplated that beer garden with a 
(ond and glowing eye all day. Time out only 
to hurried'" ~quare awa~· {)ur gear that tir:'t 
evening, and tlten began the trek to the huge: 
fenced in stllckade on the hili. ThtrL: We 

stood in endles~, ~erpentint: linc:; that wOllnd 
inside the stllckade in a contused maze, douh
ling {)n it~clf again and again. ;tnd waited 
frolll a halt hllur ro an hour to tile hy the 
spigot to draw a glass ot lukewarm heer .. 
then til rllsh hack to tlte end ot the line ro 
wait the herter part of an hour for another 
glas~. ~othing has en:r tasted or e'·er wi ll 
ta~te as good as that tirst glas,; {)I !Ire\\' ~ 

The neXt da~· we Wl:re to he intClrrned that 
we were now a part Clf the 16th Super Bat
talion. ;-..!Cl onl' t"ld liS that Super meant 
··~upernunH:·rar~·'·, and we immediatel,· and 
prolldl~ ' tOClk tltt de~ignati{)n "Super" til ntean 
we were a picked outnt, a hattalillit ot men 
~L:lt::cted as hein!:! far abm·c average. Our 
talents h;ld at la~t been recognized' 

That sL:cond da~· in our new an::a found liS 

gCling into our new militar~· training schcdule. 
" ·c were a:;~igned to '·ariolls details and the 
CPO's sect! rcd \II hat i nl{)rma tion t he~· c{)uld 
that wOllld aid in utilizing CllH re~pecti,' e tal
ents in assigning us to thc technical scltool~ 

and w{)rk assignments that would he~t use 
those talcnts. Sonte were assigned to watches, 
others to ,'oem:tn duties; l1le~s cf)"k~ were 
selteted; others wellt off to school, :tnd a largc 
portion assigned ~trictl\" to militarr drill. 

The realization was quick to come that all 
of liS, having br{)ken detention, were now 



(jllil1~ lIlldn rhl' \':lrol·d win: :lr rhl' oo~raclt: (Clur,,' 
at Camp Pear)". 

eligihle for a !2-holir lihnry Oil cver~' !ourth 
night, The grapevine illllllediatel~' began as 
to wllll was going where and when, and how 
to oLltain the necessary (linds, sinn: we had 
drawn hut one pa~'da~' ,,( filtecn dollars in 
hoot l':tnlp, \\"rinkled and Illllth!>a!1 illlpreg
natcd dress blues wen: dug Ollt, new shoes 
shincd ag;lin, and unpressed neckerchiefs tied 
in a Illanner that strange" resembled a large 
hlack hloss(J/l1 on our chests, \\'e found that 
Ill/ssl's ("I' I{ichmond kft lIur area ever~' night, 
The less adventuroliS 01 liS chose \\ ' illi;lI11sbllrg, 

\lan~' a poor "Root " dunked him"li in rhis pond 
along rh,' run of rh<: ob,rack Cour~l", 

but a lew miles trol1) camp, fllr our first sally 
into tht:: outside world, N othing much can 
he saiel 01' either place, \\'c went at liberty in 
the reckless ahandon we had heard all sailors 
Illust dfect on pass a few 01 liS (ound 
great advl!ntures and conquests rllat furnished 
III a teri a I for barracks hrag-sessions for III a n~' a 
da~' to come, '1'" ;;"nle of thc Illl'n, liherty 
proved to he hazanloll;; and to others "cry ex
hausting, since we had til report in the l11orn
ing after and stand Illllstc::r alollg with the 
\11ell who did not go on liherry , we had 

I, (CM ,!.:.'" (':1,\' IlllI \\fl' who h:l\' t , ,JUI1t.' know hc:fh"r. 
' r ...... (.'; I~~· to trip oil rhi ... oh~tal'I..:. 

\\'her.· ,h:1rl' :-o. hollt._r... Wl' rl' IlLldl". Fir;n~" t"II:" r. cord 
"({,'r ,, ,i Illil,' hi!"" to r1L" r'""le', Catnt' I"'"r ~', 



rhe ~allle gruelling drill the nexr dal' toI) , Ol1ce 

in a while a 111al1 (Dulo be (!lulld oozing off 

in a class he was attending 0r a lecture gil'en 

Ill' one of rhe offiiecrs, hur un the II'hok~ Il'e 

sutfered, and hir the sack rhe nen c"cnil1g 
right after cho\\' Jnd slept on unril IllUstl'r 

the t'oll(lwing 111()l'Iling, Yes, we believe liherr~ ' 
was the roughest phase o( our trainin!; days~ 

Our battalion W;IS in lull swing on the morn 

ing lIt' the fourth da~ " and I1len were attending" 
machine gun, mllrtar, camlnlflage and sCI"era : 

trade seh"ols" \\ 'e II"ere soon leaming ro 

operare heal ' ~' equiplllelH, power hoars, dil"ing 
elllliplllenr, and learning ro ~et up a quo/lset" 

hur alld a sreel rank "in sll<lrt el'er~ ' rhing 
rhat wO\lld Jlrol ' ~' uset'ul I'll us in those "lsLtnd
'\" da~s t() COllle , 

\\'e al"<1 had the IOIlg" l11arch es ro Clllll' 
I'can"'" l'iHe range rhose brighr and c<lld 

Illo l'llings, with the plaroon (lffiicer douiJlctilll 
illg us e\'t~r~ " tilll.,. it appeared thar we were 

laggillg r'J() lilliCh, The entir.,. hattalilln pron;~d 
ro he hetl'l'I' than t~T[)S with the carhine, wirh 

\'cr~ ' fell' Illen elllerging 1I111lu;ditied, OUt I)f 

('olllpall~ " C al()ne, ten /lIen Caille ()11t with 

rhe :--.ral ' l" Expert Ritlelll;111 ,\Iedal, including, 

Blanchard, erelSS, I,arson, I,onl, Neal, Olscn, 

H, A , Sillith, Bill \\"arner, 1'1111'1, and Chid' 
P;lrknlan , 

Theil there W~I'C till:: long eXfcnded onkr 
h i kl'~, rhe hattie "prnJ,lellls" alld held hil'

"\I;I(,~; all under ~imlll:lted '\'olllhat" CIJlldi

tilJns, The onl ,l" glillllller of hope in 11111' fllg 

",- Cllnfll,iull alld misery was that this ('tluldll't 

possihl ,l" last f~I/,(:I"l:r , YtllI Jlla~ " rc('allone hike 

\l'e tllllk in thc w(lods 1)( Camp J>l'ar~', Ir 
was ;t I ~ 'r('l'd lll;lI'l'h, and "forced" was ri "r/H , 
hecausc nllr a 111;[n "f us was t(lO l'nrhllsiastic 
ahllllr guilll; , It was ('(lId, wcr, and thc \'il" -
gillia l11ud, th;tt w()rld-famous \'irgini;t 1l11ld, 

\\'as d\:c)l in rhl' trail Wt' werc rtl J,IaZl' throll!,!h 

,\ Iagn"iL'r's t;,rL'srs, Therc wa~ a dcraehllll'nt 

""'\11 iI,crs" in Itidi Ilg sOllleplacc :tiong Ull" rtlll tc 
CIt l1l:trch and we were ttl take covcr a~ sOlin 

as Il'c heard rheir tirst tiring on rltc hatralion, 

Scver,,1 rillies while 1111 th\.' Illarclt, the otnCl'l'S 

w,lldt! have liS lake ('I)I'er for pranicL', alld 

then ('allie th ... distinn Slllllltl "f an I': ntidd 
riric, slfpp(lsedl~' illL'allt to rakc lI11r lifc oil th~' 
hanldield of \'irg inia , \\'c \\'~.,.e swift til rake 

{'I)\'n, ant! hldie Ihiggs, who is ~I()w and 

calf ti l illS in all hi~ doin!,(s, sllJ'\' ~' ,I ' ~'d rht' rerrain 
IIIng: 1.'Illlllgli rtl sdecr wha r IlL' rlltlll~h r 1'0 he 

a Ilil'\.' liard section o( grllllild to make Itis 

lalldilll'; oil, 1t turned out that his calcula

tions I~Tre all \\' WIl!!., ami he sank eight inches 

intfl a niee bed lit' o,~zillg, \'irginia Illlld, There 

was not a section of skill visihle on "SPI!CI" 
Krigg\ hide, H~ was a disgruntled lad that 

day, 

.-\11 hands ill the battalioll were later at peact! 

with thl.! ll1L'dit'al officer when : :lill medi :11 
otncer IlcCl'ccd that our (orth(!lllling: praCtice 

heachhcad II"as t'o hc called !Iff hecausc "I' in 
clemcnt \I " cath~' r, There \\'a~n't a lad ill the 

hattali"l1 who relishe.1 the thought of jumping 

Otlt ot' a lantlinl'; craft into tin;: feet til' the 

water "I rhl' 1l11;dd~ ' York Ril"er, Ill~anwhile 
holding a ritle ol 'cr ulIr hcads and rlillnill!! (or 

the beach ill ~aid til"L' t~Tt of II"ater in a illi!itar~ ' 

m:1I1ner, Ycs, missing that particular part~' 

Il'as the he~t part o( ollr adl ';tn c.:.i training , 

BUI, the training \I"ellt 1)/1, illren~itie.l ttl

Il'ards the latcr day,.; II( lIt1r :tillite'! (our weeks, 

The pr"spCl't Ill' otlr forthcoming I()-d;t~ ' em

barkatioll leal'c held all "f !ltlr :ltt(,ll~i')lI, h :)\I'

t'1"L'I', "I':mharkation" had an o:nin!llls -o:lnd 

to tiS, anti we werc prqurc,l to Illakt' thL' Ill(JS: 

o( th"se last tcn ,h~'s wc would se:: O ~ lr f;ltllilie-; 

hc(",.\: shipping: lut to tho..;\: In~ " steri:l"i" regio:ls 

dl.!signate:1 onl,l' as "' s lanJ-:\", <;c ~ lt tkburr 

of ~'ourse had it that thc Ilarralioll "In:acll' 

had i rs ()\ ' ~rseas ortiers, and rhat wc wIIlIld 

rcrul'll '-1'0111 leal"e to hoard ship illllllc : liatd~', 

:\n\'\\'al' , we s rant'd wiring: alld writing hUIlll' 

I'tlr nltlIlC~'. alld while the tcchnic :" sc'HI :llhm's 

II'lItlllll lip rht'i r tinal week and took their ex

aminarions, rhe anti-aircraft gunll.:ry traint'l'~ 

dqlarl'l'd for til'e day , of tiring at' \'il'gi nia 

Bcach, the "('oillen hurned midnight (Iii ill 

getting our lcal'L' papcrs, ration ceriiticatc' allJ 
ai I' priori ty L'll its read ,I'. 

It was a Illighn' happI' hllnl'h ,,("graduated" 

Seahees thaI' II'~'/'t' dril 'cn to the Camjl Pcarl' 

station on thc e\'l.:ning of '\ol"ciliher 1st ro 

lake a s pccial ('raill Ricilllllllltl, (rolll whcn ce1(1 

wc wOlild scarter I'll all ('lIrners of thc natioll 
fiJI' otlr I() dal's, \\'c were gil'CIl a brL'ak in 

hcinl,! gil 'CIl a hca,1 starr {Jur lea\'(: didn'r 

"ffi('i;)II~ ' begin ulltil '\OI'Clllhcr 2nd, and IlJ;ln~' 
of liS Il"ere at hOlllc ill rht~ C;ISY chair het'ore 
k,;tl'c hegan , S .. nlC lIt' liS had heell inlj)aticnr 
wirh 1l1L';tnS lit' ( ' till 1"L'I"anCl' as Slllll" as traills, 

and had spellt a sillall f"rtune in tI~ 'i llg h()lll~', 
ThL' tar \\"c~r and \\'L'>'f ClIa"'<t h()I ' ~ sraYL'd 

hchind, t tl take tltL' l'h;tll~' L' ot thc hattalillll 
h~'ing tr:tJl~"l:rrL'd I'll a Wcst L'();l~t ~faging area, 

r'rClIlI \\'hcnL'~' tht'~ ' ('(lui" h\.,!'t\.' r rake the ir Ic; tl " ~', 



Trainin~ Sl'a1.11'L's for Stl' \'L'tlon',- at Camp 1'< ':1,,' 
\virh USl" of a training: !'>hip. 

I I' "eL:llled to u~ I,ut a few hours at hOlllc 
hei'ore lI'e \\'I:'re Oil 0111' \I'a~ ' hack to Pearl ' after 
fralltic allt! tearful last-Illinutc go"dl)\'e~, \\'e 
lI'erc leaving Illuch hchind, alld knell' not when 
II'l' \\' Illilt! see it again , [lUI' future was IIlle 

hig question ll1ark that occupied (lUI' 

Illinds elltirel\' Oil that drcar\ ' ride back ttl 

hkossed Camp Pean'. On arrival hack illto 

!I'l' failliliar old (old, wc fllund the gcar \\'1,; 

left hchilld IHovcd, t(.gcther with the remnallts 
of Ill, ' hattalion, to another ar(!<l, alld ~(J"n 

learned that we wcre ~Iated to again pull (lut 

(;oill~ 10 di\'in'l school ro i.:arn dock building. and 
!" ; d{· ;l~ l· wurk (or O\·t.· r:-'l·;I~. 

of Pcan ill hut a fe\\' da~ ' s. \\'c abo k: :lrned 
that lI'e \\'ere 110 IIIllger a hattalioll hut had 
hccn di\'ided int[l three CB\1t ''s; ('IIl11p:tllics 
:\, B, alld C into CH\ll''s 55!), 5W and 5f)] 

rcspecri\'t~ ly, and Co, J) illto a Casual Detach-
111('Ilr. \\'ith [llir initial training: lla~'S officialh' 

(,\'cr, we wcre nil\\' intcgral units , Our fOriller 

COIllP:lIl\' IIffiCl::rs hecaillc (lUI' L'nit officers, 

with I.iellt. Cornclius as Oi:1C, I.iellt. (;in:Il~, 
as I":xcc, alld f.r. (jg) (thell i-:Ilsigll ) \\'atsllll 

alld \\'arrant Officers Dud :tnd \Id .ollghlin 

rrolilldillg out the officer l'lIIl1pleI11Cllt. 

I A.·;lrllir'~ to :Is~t' nlble ~t :!(J' x -lx' (~lIun!'it.:t I 'lir in l:!O ,n :11l 
hllurs ~(I h:1~ l' ':' could spring "p qui ...kl~· in thL' I':tcitic 



Chapter Three 

C; U I. I; PO R T 


The l1L' \\'ly-colllllli~si()lled 56bt entrained Clll 

a cold dreary Camp Pear ," ~iJing ()n .\I(lnd;\~.. 

~o\'(;mbc::r l+th, ICHJ, " 'itil memories CI{ our 
elll 11;\ rka tion le,l\'e ~ ti II Ii ngeri ng, 561 II' a~ ()n 
the 11l()\'e! Even with rhe train IIllmistake· 

abl~' heading south, the scuttlehutt still had 
us going to Camp I':ndicott via Cincinnati; to 
tht: \\'est CC)a~f via New Orleans; allywhen: 
hut to where wc were actually going. (;ulfport, 
Calllp Hollida ,I' , was two husy Jays ;twa\'. I I' 

was a balml' sprilll:dike day that 1l{)c)1l of ~()"
emht:r I(,th when we arrived, !'\otwithstand. 

in!; the tact that we (lu!l! see our gear beillg 

unloaded, scuttlebutt illllllediately had it that 

(jultport was Illerel~' an hour's stopoI'er tCl 
"pick up additional orders" , we werc 

detillite l ~' going back fO Endicott, possihl," I'll 

:\Iaska , TU))1 \lailles and Ed (;ulln had nil 
COll1mellt to make, 

:\n~'wa~' , (;ulfporr it "':IS, and with Red 
Bennett leadillg us in a jc::ep, \1'1: forthwith 
entered the gatcs of Camp Holliday, 51i1 had 
Illade it's tir~t ot InallY heachheads, 

:\(1'1:1' Pear,", I-'ollida~' appeared like nothing 
short of hea ven , two·dcck harracks 

ccn trall~' hea tcd , head,,; and showers in 
thc harrack~ , in cOlllpari~on Pean' had 

heen an Okil: squattcr's canlp! 
\\'ith the usual attendant c(,nfllsiCJn that he· 

caillC a term S~'1I(1lI\' 1110U~ with the Jl1illo\' "P_ 
eral iJlns Clf 5f>l, We wcre eventual", ~cttlcd :llld 
the" Batrle of (;lIlfport" hegan for liS, Hc:ad
ljllal'!'crs (,ttice was set LIP; Jack Steill gathel-ed 
ill hi~ Ie!,!al tlllllL'S <lnd dClclllnellts ; Cr()ss 
pbl1ncd all ;t\'l\IClI'Y; l.a])\Ik~' e"el1t\lall~' gilt 
his nll,:ssl'IJ(Iks ('(Jundcd up :tnd pr(Jvided \l'ilh 

I'l'cil'l: hOllks and can "pelll:r,.; 5(>1 was 
ready! 

Swinging rig-In illt'il trallllllg \l'ith thl: old 
sral1dh~' cI()~e onl"r drill, extl'nde.l order 
,II'ill ,Ill'JI'L' drill, alld I'eneI' drill , 
we II'cn:' !'re!';],.I:.! III ;nl'ade Island ":\" in 
l-, dllillns Ill' I'IV", Outsidt:: Ill' rhe tcw I'erenlli :ti 

stllll1hl"I)1I111 S, 5(,1 's 1'latCJ"ns S"OIl drilk.! lI'irh 
tilt: precisiol1 anll ,Iis!,;ltl 'h (If the ]{11('kettcs, 

The "1I:ilnll' spring--like s"uthl'I'1I winter" 
that lI'eit-(llllcd liS til (;U\t"pllrt s(I"n cl\:\I1~l'd 
rll :I nasn' , drizzling l'old and lI'h"III' 111,(,,,,11
(CJrtahl c sllllthel'lI winter , ()ur IIl(1rale s""!! 

IIndcl'I\'(;nt a like change, Li1.11:rry pa"s'~ were 

nClt IOllg ill ('ClIIl iII!,!, hOIl'C' "er, and (Jill' h"pe. 

fllis \VCl1t (,,!'th il1to the wilds and pit(all~ thar 

i~ tht.: cit ," of C;ulfJ-lort alld t il e sections -'111'
1'I>1Inding; pelletrated the illiler defell~es and 
fanned 0111' ill patrols illto Pass Christ ian. 

Pascagoula, Biluxi, 1,lIlIg Beach, Reconnai". 
sance forcc" penetrated as iar as Jack';I\Il , 
Illterlllittent weekend task f"rce~ beat lIpll ll 
the basti(Jn~ of )'\ew Orlean~, Liberti' hlllllld:; 

were cOlllillg illfo their full gl"r~ ' , :\11, beau
tiiltl Southland spanish 11l()~ S, waving 
P:l\I1\S, warln hrcezes , , and frigid maiden ": 

\\'hat had we dOlle to d",sen'c thi~ Illt? 

IIl1frielldl~' ('il ' ilialls, superior :\rl11~' for(6, and 

loct! "pti"n ~ 
Our first Christt11a,.; away il'lllll hOI\lc:' , thar 

Christl\las ()f '+.1, foulld us generally all 1111 

happ\' 1,,1' ' standing fcnce guard :Ind tind
ing release fronl our horedom and I[)nlille ~,: 

h~' takin!; hcndish delight in apprehending the 
h()peful 11Iatc~ taking that cxtra libertI' l ' i:1 
the IIlIdel' alld ol't:r- the-fence route, an.! 

therehy gaining for 5(,1 a dastar,lIy narnc:' 
amollg (lUI' hr"r!lcrs-ill-arllls, (I':vell out here 

ill the far readIes of the "acitic we still 111ee~ 

fUl'lncr Hollida I' iII ilia tcS of o ther ou tli ts II'h" 
sllarl "Oh, you're the j. f' ; '" &,' ; \l'h" caught 
nle glJillg IJ\'l:r rhl: fellt'e ill '-1:1 I" :Ill" [, fI, 

reed til l ' iciIlU;;I~' knel~ Us in the groi n), 

h 'cn while things were still 1~)I!l!~ ' in the 
aftermath "I' <lUI' ~ew Year 's Eve libern', We 

set fClrrh UI'ClII (11Il: of C,III' IIlost mClllorab lc:' 
""!'tIL'S , tlliIr 3()-mile hike t() HClll i lay' , 
ritk range , l'nhappy Days~ Shade:; CIt b\i ~ 

tL'i'cd fet't. :tching an:he", and I'( la(bidc cas
lIaltil's ~ Thirt~, miles '"It, rhirtl' Illiles 1>:1 k 

, , We ('Illlntcd rhelll c>ll1: h~' Olle , 

stl'J1 l'OlllHlcd 1111 "til' hrain " el't:n ' ~ tep 
alllll'lIl'1' curse UI'ClIl the' hapl ess ht':ld oi rhl: 

I'L'lTui(ill~ "tti"el' 11'11.. r:t/kc" liS illfO all rhi ... : 
TIHlse mi'L,t'ahk, lighrle,~, head-k-,:s . bi rr.:r 
nights pm"a hl~ ' SII]( II here" the last \'L" t i!!t: , 
"fpatriotic tire th:rt ~ 'ct reillaincd il1l1~ , S,,'le 
"Ill' qUI J( nl all ""l'rSeas v<::t<::r:ln 1'1 I thl' dre~" 

that ClllllP:\I'c,1 1'(1 (;ulfporr's ritll' range ;1,'

C(lllll11 11elatilllb. Islalld ":\" \\'tlld" hc a piL-:l' 
IIrl' jallnt. 1-1<: II:L" entire'" r i!,! hr. Hut then, 
IH. II Ill' h:1I1 ,"et rll ld lJ~ ailout Ship 1,1 :11,1. 

,' ~ I 
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machine shop. quonser hut:<, tank farm, weld. 
ing diesel. carpenrn', model school, rigging, 
weapons, glJnner~·. docks. sawmill.. e\'er~·· 

riling ro Illold us into the dlicicnr linle Sea· 
hees we are. Ot euurse, berween.c1ass period~ 
and all our waking hours seemed to he spelH 

Cultl'ort 

1;lying our Tattul"d Hattie Flag. 5(,) In\";lde~ Ship Island 

\Y c will dwell on rhar sorn' velHllre later in 
rhis narrali\'e. 

Late Jallllan' alld partial recllperarion tWill 
rile effeets ot rhe ritlc range tound us spread. 
Illg ()lIt inro Ollr rechnical school assignments 

. eanhlllrl\'ing, plumbing, relrigerarion, 

T:1I1k Sch"ol 

-ll 



ill 1l1()ving frotll one barrack:-\ ro another and 
IrOIll barracks to quonset huts, SAl can hreak 

a lease anywhere, '\"e lived, at one tlllle or 

anorhcr, in even' harral'ks and other piau:: of 
reasonable hahitation rhat Hollida~' had 

and we cleaned alld swabbed en:r~' d, .11 olle 
of rhelll lIlltil rhey glisreneJ, "l)lIsr~'" C;i ,'ells 

all1pl~' saw ro the latter; ro wir: quote: "Bar

racks shining or IHI libert"'" l'nC]uore, 5fJl 
Illarches on ~ 

Caillc I"ehruan and the" Barrie of Ship 
Island", ;\lore unhapJl\' d~I"s' The histllr~' 

IlfIClks have Ship Island as a historical scrap 
(II land, '\"e sa,' the hist()r~' hooks call han: 
Ship Islalld peri()d, SAl wallts to forgct 

Its part in that history, Old Fort ;\1;\ss;l
chll~etts, which ()verlooked our "hcaL'hhcad", 

veritahly groaned to its tiJllndatiflns when ir 
witllessed the invasion of the Illotley crew rhar 

was COrll~' 's Raidl'rs, 'Yeighred dowll wirh 
hattie gear, ,D,l's, tifry-pound packs thar cfln
t;lilled within their sCI"alllhled depths l'ver~'

thing hut the pro\'l'rhial kirchell stt)\'L' (the 

cooks ;llld hakers hrought ill the kirchen sr()"es 

on fh,'il' hacks), we secllrt' ,l Ship Islalld wirh 
grear dispatch, Pup Tenr Ciry-on-rhe-I)ulles 

proillptly sprang illro heing , , , tents alK'hore(l 

down with sand, C1ISS w()nts, and rhe L'IInrri
burions of rhe island's cattle herds, Our own 

c(jlllfllrrs rakell care ot, we pro~'eeded ro clear 
rhe island of all illlaginary enel1l~'; rhell rIO 

clear rIlL' island of non-ill1agillar~' llchris, en
gineer a ((lilt hridge of IlIollientlJlIS proporrions, 
and repair a gellerator planr rhar had nor 

seen service since rhe early Ill(liiths of rhe 
\\';11' ot' IRI2, ,-\11 rhis S(d took in irs srri(k. 

wirh ()Ill~' a Illinilllllill of rhe usual gWllsing, 

However, on rhe rhird or fourth da,' (we d,,"'t 
relllell1],el' which), a whistling, frigid "norther", 

rh;1t qui("kl~' prCl('l'nlnl t" "I'ceze the 1'1'11

ver],ial appcndages flff rhe pnl\'cr],ial ],ra~s 

Illollke", SUit liS s(,IIIT"ing into rhe L'(Intinl'~ 

"f Fort .\!assachuserrs itself, rhere ro spcnd 

rwo rh()r')\I!?hl~' miserahle nif!hts (and da~'s), 

sleeping (11\ hasril~ ' -garhel'l:d IHarsh grass oil 

rhe COIH'I'L're ~(lors IIf rhe fllrr. I r was rhen 
thar S()I'" worthies were ('olivinn;,1 rhat (,o;n
cr:d Shel'lnan was right \\'hen hto, Illade his 
falliol/s st;lteillenr. Ollly rilL' "rders rhat came 

ill rocvaCliatc Ship Islalld, evacuatl: C;I//fp"rr, 
and ger ol/rsel Vl'S Oil rll rhe \Yesr Coasr, sa \'l:d 

liS (1'Cl1ll another nighr fit Illisel'l' alld a pllS
sihle ic~' death, Haek ro Hollida~' We WCIIt; 
gilt the scurtlehutt rolling as t(l where we wcre 

!,tOlllg; (ranric last-nighr liherries for rhose 

having wives ill rown, wirh all the te:lrllli 

g(lOllh ,"es to us who wcrc sailing otf to rhe wars, 
Thus, (In I;chruar~' 19rh ill rhe ~'ear I ()-H, 

we, as rhe Ill:"' ie tra,'elogucs ha"e it, "said 

farewell ro rhe heautcous L'it~· of (;ulfporr", 

allll turned !I\lr hle;1r~' wan'i"r eyes r,,"'an.l 

wider h()riz()ns, Pllrr Hueneme, 1.,.-\" H"II,'

\\'(lod ' 
():\' TO TH F, COAST' 

The n()SS-C"IIIltr~' rrip was largel" llllen~nr

fill ,iust anllther trel"p train, The Tt:x:lns 
in rhe Illirtir CIt cllursc had (lIle hdlu,'a rillle 

explaining rhe cndless miles III rlClthing hllr 

sand dllnes and cacrus tlt:lr was (lUI' r(lUIL' 

thr(lugh thar fair and ~paci/J:I : srate, at'rc 

their long expounding irs scenic beauties, Our 

re~t srop ar FI Paso, and (Jill' 11Ia~niticent 

parade up its srreets was bur a slllall di,'ersil)n, 

Our chief clail11 r" fanle ill rhar paniclilar rrip 
acros~ CIJlllltn' was in rhar abilit~· lII' (1\11' 

worthies ro lean out rof train wind()ws a little 

farther :Illd r() whistle at feillale civilians :.I 

little \llore rallcllllsl~' than rhe inhahirants "f 
the aHTage, nlll-()f-the-illill troop train, 

It W;IS ar ()4()(J ,,( the nHlrning o( 22 l;ehrll;II'~' 

I fJ44, that slinny California grecreJ liS ill ap

parelltl ," rypical California atm()~phere . 
1':1111, I r rained six Illore d;l"s and ~ix \llore 

nighrs wirh,)\/t a pause til allow liS ro glimp"e 
the faillous California sun, which Slin WI; Were 
S()On c()n,'inced was hilt a filanll'nr o( rhc Cali

fllrllia Chaillher "f COI11nlel'Ce imaginarion, B~' 
wa~' /)( wading, swilllilling alld srlllllhiing 
rhrollgh the driving rain , dre,,~e .'l, o( 

(,()lIrSe, in drl's~ hllll's ,we were with ap

parent disrasrt'(111 (lisparch (llur faille had 

sto I'd y preceded us) es ra h Iished i n "(~" a rea 
(If "asr C;lillP R()usseau, lllir lasr Staresi,k 

srag-lll!,! camJl, 
There cann()t he a grear deal said ahour 

I I II ell ell1 e , (hark rhl' dissl'nring ,'oil't's~) I r will 
long ITnlain in our \'er~' perS()nallllellloirs an~'

wa,' rhe sccnc rof 0:11' lll(Jst illren... ive and 
hlorod~' hartles f()r liherr~' (and lea" ..:) a([ (:r \\'C 

had frollnd rhL' Califllrnia Ilari,'es sro ft'il'ndl~ ' , 

:\h, rh'N' narivcs! But, k'r liS on wirh rhe war, 
Huene/lle g;I\'e liS 11111' last inrensi,'e Illili

rar~' rraining, in addirion ro a scril'~ ()f short 
alld cOllcentrare,1 rechnicd sch()nk \\' t: w('\'e 
sUllll11aril~- ourtitted lor '; Island ~" , til" 
"/sl:lIld ~ .. wc had heard SCI many, ofr-clIll

~il'ting anrl horrihl" versions "I', fr<Jlll (lur tirsr 
hoot camp day ()Il. Carhines, gas ma~ks, 

42 
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IIJ()~qulto net~, foul weather gear, the e\'l;:r

lJ()rrif~'ing and confusing inbllt1·~ , pack~ 

even the old die-hards grudgingl\' admitted 
that our State ,~ide da\ 's were numbered , Callie 

llIore drill, 1110re rifle range with the accent on 

the dry-tiring , extended lllarches, hi\'ouac~, 

anti-aircraft training at Sail Diego we 

were getting that tinal edge alld polish of 
tighting Seahee,; . 

.-\nd rhe battle for lill\:rt ~ , was e\'er rumhling 
in the background. Tile lihert~' hounds and 

the li1>ern' wolves were howling in all their 

glor~' , and illlpressive indeed was the weeping 
and wailing and gnashing of teeth when rh()se 
Ii hert y passes were hu t a III i tc irregula I' i 11 

their forthcoming. 
Seel11ingl~', (1'0111 the trend of this lIarrat1\'e, 

(lUI' entire trallllllg period~ r.:\'o"'cJ ()nl~' 
around our out-of-camp treedc\111s, Such is not 

the case by an~' means, But, ask an~' Se;lbee, 
or c0111111Cln-:\"a\'~' 111an, abour their training 

camps, , ' the~ are all judged b~ ' their libert~·: 

"Such-and-such \\'as a good liberty camp", etc. 

\Ye of 561 can never complain about lack and 

lusrer in our own liberties our ()fficers 

were generous in di~pensing the p :lsses, and 
the g()(Jd people of California fell all 0\"(:1' thelll
scl",:s to Illake our last cia\'': in the State, 

exceedi ngl~' ha PP\' "nt'~ . .Iu,t h(l\\' friendl ~ 
the nati\"t~~ "I' H()II~'\\'II(Jd, Santa \Ionica and 
L()~ ,-\nge1e~ were is ~till a tupic ()I tireside 
discu~,i()n, (\'en t() rhi~ da~' , .-\~k u~ ;th()u t 

HlIl'I1CIllC, and we'll ~witch the ~lth.iect and 
tell \'tIll of Hollywllod . 

Chopfer FDUr 

$1,50() J> I. F :\ S (' R E C R l r I S E 

J.'inall\', in carl~' ,-\pril, callle that day wc 
wcrl' "~ecltn:d", and given an I:PO addre~~ 

, elll],arkatioll da\' \\"a~ just ;lrcJund the 
well-knll\\'n Cilriler. [r was then that .\1 r. Dod 

made hi~ epic ~pl'ech that day we were gath
ere:! en-masse (or our tinal instructions, "\[en, 
\ ' 011 are leaving Oil a il ,5()() pleasllre crllise to 

the heal.ltiful islands ()f the Pacitic". lnspir

illg words and hcaurilul thoughts were rho~e~ 

Sllille of LIS helievcd them. ThL' Illllriling IIf 
,"'-pril Hlri, saw us, with thc perennial 561 con · 
(U,illll, ~tulllhling ahllard thl' :\JS .J,-\P.-\i{.-\, 
staekillg Clur p"nticrlHls gear and our wean' 
clrea~ses in the narrClW contines of ri,e fll\'sle 
h()ld. The C\'CIl ing o( the nl'X t da~' wc sa w 

rhl' shores IIf HUl'nCllle sltp ;twa\' , Scuttlehutt 
inllllC(li:trel~ had llS glJlllg: t{J I: rise", alld 

snallgely enoll!,dl, (IJr IInce sellttk-hutt was 
rigltl' . I': \'cn rhl' {Jrigina tors \\L'i"e su rprisctl. 

\\'irh the !;oo:1 .I A 1','\ R,-\ ploughing rhrough 

a hl'a\'~ ' grClund ~\\L'II lip the California c()a~t, 
Wl' acquirc.\ 11111' sca Iq.!s fla~ Oil Clur rc

sl'cC[i\'c Ilal·k , ill rh e :-alll~' ""\'~Il' h"ld. It 
is withllur dlluht I'Ilar lIe\'~'r ill the allnals "f 
nHH\crn an-l ancil'nt ,,,eafaring \\'crc t!lcr~' C\'lT 
;1 hUllch "f sicker "I' Illore nli~er,lhlc- ll'.I;I,i, 
,ailor~ . Ir wasn't (unn\ at rhe tillie, hur the 

~i!!llts and ine\'irahll' "itllal ion~ aillollg the 
gn:cII ~ gilbl hrcI'hrell fir' 5(,] ill rhar f/}'r~!e IHild 

:Ind hl:ad alld rhe CIIllcei"tl:d .;t:l!!!!t.:rillg up fill' 

fresh air Oil the opell deck wcre one, we WOll't 

for long forger. \ lall~' a flllC of liS wished the 
elld would qltickl~ ' come :tlld reka~c us irom 

our ullspeakahle Illiser~', Onl~' rhc hardiesr 
souls al'pearl:d for chow rhat tirst day , . . 
and ;1 !!rcatcr perccntage of those sOOIl beat 

a hast~' retreat therefrom, T h e r.: p's and the 

cooks \\'h(l lahClred in thc galle~ ' that Jay dCl 

well dcsen'c a citation, The~ ' Wl'l"C thc Ileroe~ 

of the da~'. 
The halance of otlr coastal .iaunt \\',IS UIl

c\ 'entful. SI'lluachs wcrc soon ~ettlnl, alld \\'t' 

hO\'e ulldcr San Francisco', (i"lden (iate Bridge 
(Ill th~, en:lling of :;]1ril 12th . A, eoupic "f da\'s 
in I:risco, lihcrr~ ' for the chiefs, then tlte i::\'cn

illg III' :\pril 15th S;IW LIS slippillg l(uiet"· out 
lif Sail l:ralll·iSl"O Ilar1>or, un:ler the :..tlllt: 
(i"lden (iate Bridge, de~tina,io:l ullk:lo\\·Il. 

Tlte II1l'1l1fln' of rhat late c\'l'llinl! wil]l Ihc IlIng: 

with us, :\"(Jt a "'lIlld ~"lldd h:: heard (>n the 
crowdcd dccks; \\ ' It;l t s lIlall C(IIl\TI",atilin th .; :: 

was C:llll~' ill hushed t, ,ne.;. I':a"h n1.ln had 
I,is OWIl I h(lug:1tS, \\'atching the Ilflll1eiand slip 
.;10,,"'" :lW:I\', alld thl" 1::';1 flicker ill !! 11;:(ln 1>:11"

ro(lll1 sign fadc int" thc c\'clling haz~' . \\"her(' 
were We g(llnJ!~ .-\nd what a\\'.l i rc: ,1 u,,: !-Io" 
Ion!! hefllre we \\,oldd",( , this "h"r.; li ne and 
I hose 1,:tITIlIllll si!!llS again, III', would we e\ 'el' 
,ee il agalll , \Iost (If l!" were IOllkil~g far 
he~'(}ntl that ,.;h"rc lillt: :u1.l thinking (It ,cen~" 
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ro rhe easr , rhinking of home; wOi1dering 
\l'hat the folks were d () ing rigln at that 1ll0i11
ent, :lnd wherher we would ever see them again, 
I f was a rilo]"('lIgh I \' sober 561 on the deck ()f 
the :\\S J,-\P,-\R.-\ that evening. 

It didn't take liS Ion!,: in rile (h~' s following 
r() get i1Ho rhe rourint' and general boredonl 01 
shiphoard life. In c'Hnpari:,ol1 to l11an\' other 
IT()opships, we were fortunare indeed in heing 
"n rhe !:(ood Durch 111ot"rship J ,-\ p,-\ R,-\ 
venrilared holds; crowded rIJ he Sllre, hllr 1101' 

tuo un("()nl(()nahle showers ot' salr \\':tter, 
bu t herrt:r rhan nothing, The f()od wasll'r had; 
two square" a d:p' ;lnd "sandwiches" at nIJOn, 
,-\ grcar nlllllhcr of liS slept on deck arop harch 
CtlH'I"S and wrapped in ponchos, nighrl~' rain 
squalls IlC.fwirhsrandillg. I.oll!! hlisrering da~' ,,; 

\l'irh cver\' ()f1e anliliring a dccp ran or a hor
rihlc sUllhurn , , rhe en:r-presellr pokcr and 
(Tap gailles (mall\' e\ ' l'nru;lll~- gor down to 
pla\-in!! fur cigarenes) , rhL~ IOllg, winding 
chow lines rht: even Ipnger CIIHL'Cn and 
l ihrar~ ' lines , rhe hlarill!:( of rhe "hip's 
1' ,,-\ , S~ ' Sl'elll "N,,\\' ht:ar rhis 

, , "I)III11P rhe garhage" " JOL' HI"rz 
fall d,,\\'n ro Iioid :'\0 , 1" "BeLly thaI' 
lasr order!" crc , 

On rhc whole, ir W:1S a hz\' crllise for most 
of liS , The l'()()ks alld hakers :Ind rhe pc rennia l 
J..:;I\'PL'l'~ Iahon:d on, Flel'tricians :tl1d painrers 
der:!i'" pllt ill rill1L' on shipj,oard repair,,, :111<1 
Ill1pro\'l'lllelHS Cl rpCIHcl' derai is hll i 1r 
ship's I"ckcrs, The Capr:lin's C0l11111Clldarioll 
1'1'Cl\"cd 5(>1 did irs firsr I,!'HJd iob on irs tirsr 
a~~ : grll1~L'1l r. 

April 2211d, :tnd wc Wen: II\'l'l' thl' cqll:lrllr, 
sOllrhh'JlllIli. \\'c had Ion!! heell p1't:pared t'or 
this 111III11L'nr.JlIS occasi'HI , rhe old "Shdl ~ 
hacks" for da\'s prcceding had prcscnr~'" hor
rihle pinures and dirt' predinions ot' rhe ap
pear:1I1('L' aj,,,;ml 01' J..:ing :'\eprllnL' and his 
"I<o\'al" COlin, and of rhe illitiarion rh:lr \\"Oldd 
forthW ith rransf"rJll liS t'r,,111 I,,\\'I~' "Pol~ \\'o!,!,:' 
ro hardencd ;ll1d salr ,\' "Shcllhacks" , " "hal' all 
org~' ir was~ The slilll\ ' crawl rhrollgh the 
garhage, littered I'Il11ncl, cul111inaring ill the IOllg 
grim line IIf l'l1fhllsiastie paddle-wielding Shell
h:tcks, at thL' end of which lill e sar J..:ing: 
\lcpnillc and his COlin, ill all rheir n:speni\-L' 
giClIT, The palpir;lring Pol~' w()g rra\'ellL-d rhi" 
!'("r\ ' !,!:tllnrit:t on his hands and knees, spllrrcd 
on In' rhe whisrlillg paddles ()f rhe sadisril' 
Shcllhacks salaam 1'0 Nt'prunt', which 
lislIall" l'lIhllin:tred in Ilrher indig-nities 

then a nlOmil sruffed illll ot (~athcrs , 
hackside shucked h~' 1\'cptU!1c\ electrically 
chargt:d and hcin()lIsl~' eOlltriveJ tridellt 
tonhwith ducked, with great dTiciell(,~ ' bllr 
no neatlless, ill rhc canvas tank builr on deck 
lor the occasioll , Oil the \ ' er~' \'(;rge III [,\1'1)\\'11

illg, \\'e \\'t!re haliled to our tottering feet, 
chockil1g:, spining wct feathers ,'0111 L' \\'ha r 
confused deciarclI a Shdlhack ill good 
standing J..:il1g 1\'cprllne\ sa"i~til' appe
rire fill' slitfering had heell saristic.1. \\'c 
"ra!:(g-ered .. ff I'll lind SO;lle dr~' (l .. rllL's alld til 

lick 'JlII' \\ ' Clllnd~, \\'ar I'; hdl , 
Came Illore long, hlisterillg days lit" sailing 

long nighrs aboard a hl:t(ke.I , tlllr deC'k 
those lIigh rs expecial h' wi ll he IOllg r' ;l1el11

heret! rhe ship rrclllhiing (rol11 the drlln 
of thc mnrllrs; warer hissing: al1 :i1 whispering 
;tion1,! hcr sreep side" as she (oreed sreadi " , 
ahl':ld; phosplwrlls glc:aming in the wake lilt, 
hidden flashes ot' lire, I-:\'er~'where l11el1 were 
,iusr leaning o\'er rhe rail, \\'archillg rhar hi--: 
ill!:! \\,:lIer rhinking: rheir oWIl rhought" of 
lonesonle ;llld \'aried things, ThaI' \\'as a rell
aci"us rhillg:, rhe lonesOillen~",. til' a l11an sur
r<llIllllc,i hy 1111::n' Others ..,i liS wcn: ~y illg 1111 

the harch cC)\'ers, ga'l.ing lip ar rh .. : e llL'" 1

hri!!hr rropical srars sCt:lllingl\' swinging hack 
and fonh ill the rig!!illl,! as rhe ship 1'<> le ,l. 
\\'c \\'L'I'C dllillg ,;ollle Illore rhinking; or Ldking; 
IIr \' iolL'nrl,\' ar!,!lIing Ill' discussing in "IIC of the 
'l'SSI1II1S that was al\\'a~' s raking place. \\'L' 
,~pokL' wirh grt'ar earllcstlless oil all slIhjL'n~ 

L'\ 'L'I' e"IHri\ 'ed 11\" l11illd of lllall , (rom 
al1rOlllOhiic, I'll ak"llOl fro1l1 \I':lr I , · 

W(llllCIl " (1'0111 laun:ln' soap 1'0 I,,\,c, Tllc ,\' 
werc all profol1nd ;tlld rhorllugh ,,\i"l'llssions 

allnhin!! I'll relic\'e rh:1f hrst and rlll'n 
new· rO-IiS lonl i ne~s ;lnd hOl'nl"lI l. \\'c l'i"""L'" 
rhe InrL'l'11ari"nal I ):1tC I,int: {In rhe 2Hth, :111" 

\\'e \\'l'l'C giH'n hricf c\isrranion in l11an',:lling 
""LT rhc fan I'har the 2cJch was cUlllpkrel\' 
losr, spcnding mol'C hcated arguments oil thc 
\\'11\'S alld whnt,fol'cs of the ",hlllc rhil1g , alld 
gl')aring lin']' the fan I hal' Wc WCI'C heing: paid 
for an cxtra {b~' rhat we didn't L':\l'crience , 

Thcn, many days larer, therc CII11L' rhe morn 
ing whcn SO'l1C t;iml<.:t-e~" ed imli\'idll:tI sa\\ tOIl' 

(,hollghr he saw' rhc tirsr glil11l'~<': "r lallli. 
l 'pon rhe anlllllillCL'!llcnr or rhar 111{Jlllelll(ltj.; 
discc>\'er\', a 11Iol11l'Ilr grearer to liS rhan C,,JlIl11
hus' f;rsr sighr "I' the Indies I11l1st h:t\'e he.:n 
to him, II1~rallraneously, a COIlCL'rt<.:ti ru,;h of 
h"dics tilled and ""L:rtlowcd rht: rail , the 



s()lid pat'k .. f gaping and squillting S(lll k 
hUIl!:!"ry for dun sight of land, cxt~' l1dt:d three 
alld f(lur ket out over the water ;It some POIIHS 

the good j.-\P.-\I{:\ listed scv~'ral d egrees 
rll starboard. There is still argulllent to this 
day as ttl whether that slight hazc on the 

horiz () n was a,·tllall~' lalhl . hllt to liS on 

thar da~' it was, alld it was slllelllnl~ ' declared 
t .. hl' en:r~' rhing tl'Cllll Pit(;lirn Island til north
ertl ~ew Zealand. \\'h<:n we ('all'lc til the 

is lands of "III' tirs t stop-over sonle da ys later. 

it IV;IS nlL're h ' all anti -c lilllax . Blit . that tir :-. r 

pllrt of call looked llIighn' heautiful to u" 
{frllill a distallcc I . 

.-\ series III or!;; Ill' ports (If ea II ftlr the .1.-\ P.-\ R.-\. 
that eillilodied a SOLith Pacific C(ltlk'" t!lUI' of 
the ear/iel' hattie grounds of the Pacitic war, 

and we were told .. hat " U I' own appointed 
Island ":\" was hilt a fell' l ta ~·S !,;,iling a wa y . 

SClIl"rkblitt was rl' \'il'l:,l, dusted otf and cn t:r
gdicdh' handied ai>ollt thaI' (llir "heachhead" 

\\'a ... sti IIl1nl!t' r co n ri ntl tllI :- a ( t ;H'k hy the eOC lll~ ' : 

that air ra id s wcn: s till a (1l111lllon I1CCliiTence , 

etc., etr. 



Chapter Five 

. , I) 

None of u~ an.: likel~' ro f"rget our tir~t sighr 
of our i~land "hol11e" t()r the coming ll1an~' 

nlllnths. t\lo~t of us looked at the tangled 
ll1a~s ofjunglc with mixed feelings ot eagerness 
anri apprehcnsi()n . :\ month Iln a transp()rt is 
:1I1 awful overdosc ot ocean, and slJlid ground 
lo()ked might~· good. On the other hand, nil 
one could be sure what lurked in the Ill\'steriolls 
depths oj that toriJidding tapestry ot vines all;! 
weird growths. 

\\"ith the uSlIal slH.uting ot directives alld 
invcnivcs and the usual confusion of orders, 
we prepared to dehark. Hot? Lord, it was 
hot! Struggling through narrow cOlllpanion
wa~'s and up steel ladders with enough equip
Illcrlt ()n your hack fIJr three Illcn was thc 
ncvil's own assignment! Sweating, cursing, 
tripping and stulllhiing . . frantic searching 
tor fIJrgottcn I\liscellall~' . rifles and sea
hags; packs and ditt~· hags; melec and con
fusion . Snafu Fillall~', the peace 
and quict (coillparativc) Ilf the linc IJn deck 
kading to the sea-ladder. SCllnc Illen stood 
resiggnedly with their heav~' scabags on their 
shouldcrs, knowing that if thc~' ever sct thelll 
down the job ()t picking thelll lip again might 
pro \'e too 11111 Ch . 

How we ever gilt d()wn that rickety, slipper~', 
ladder' to the havcn "f the landing barge 
without ~t'rious casualtics is a m\'ster~', ~o 

Illore proof is nccded that even' Seabee is a 
cross hetwcen a pack mule anri an acrobat . 
lip to this point, the sun hari been heaming 
in true tropical splendor, hut Oh-h Br()thcr~ 

. rw sooner was the barge hal( (ull of 
struggling hUlllanity than "the rains came"! 
J\ow, the landing barge is a rClllarkable:: piece 
of equiplllt:nt, hut it will J/c~'cr replace the 
Chris-Craft. For spcctacular discomf()rt YclU 

can't beat it. \\"e ~tood and soaked lip rail' 
for what seelllt:tI likt: several hours. There 
was nothing we COlild d" but hitch Sf) 

we hitched. 
\\'e had heen informcd that the island was 

"secured", but it was reassuring to find, upon 
arrival ashore, that our land transpnl"tation 
consi~ted of gcnu inc Uniled Slate.' trucks. 
Thcre was always that PlJssibilit~· lurking in 
rhe hack of our minds that ()ur little hrowil 
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brothers might still hc on the welcoming Cllll

mr ttee. 
Land underfoot, g,Hld solid e:1I"th, felt might\· 

wonderful, hut wc were not gi\'en long to 
gloat in it . .. things happened fast afta 
thar. :\ whirlwind tnlck ride . . another 
barge another truck ride through rhe 
gathering darkncss, and tinaill', "Here y'are 
b()\' s~", at the darkest SpDt along the road. 
\\'e were in camp. Sil we were told .. 
but we could scc nothing kit more jungle . 
It had ag;,in starred to rain, and with increased 
vehemcnce. \Ye had our first taste of real 
tropical downpour . :'-light had fallen CClIll

plctel~·. :\'ohody had the slightcst i:lea a~ ttl 
where we were, or if or where we were ro sleep. 
\Ye huddled miserahly under hastil~' broken 
out ponchos and shelter hakes, to;) tired and 

hefuddled to cven hitch ... truly the sadde~t 
collection of ~acks that ever \\'i~hed thc~' were 
~ollleplace else. 

Suddenly a fl:t~hlight appeard with ":\1r. 
}Iac" on the uther cnd of it. :\rr. :\lac \\'a~ 

giving with the cheerful bra~' ad(), hut any Ilnt: 
could see that he was as unhapl)\' as the low
liest seaman . Hc had t'(Hllld sOllle brokcn do\\'n 
and long-ahandoned rents, ;lnd the~e wcre to 
he our tcmporary quarters. In a Ia~t nud 
scralll hie, we shouldercd ()r d ragg~d 0\1 r gear 
thrrlllgh the downpour, hlin.II~· lollowing the 
fla~hlight as it pointed out tents along the 
jungle-lIvcrgrown trail~. .'\ny shelter at all 
was a hlessing, and we rhanklllll~' shed our 
packs and paraphcrnalia and collapsed our
sci vcs. 

It soon hecame apparent that these aban
doncd tcn ts werc not Oll rs exchl si \'e1 y , The~' 

;tiso housed as tine a collection oi the more 
repulsivc forms of wild lile as Frank Buck ever 
Illet on a husincss trip. ;\lany tales made the 
rounds thc next Illorning ... Jo::: Cihak and 
his land crah; Shorty Kid and his centipede; 
Tex Swanzy's hllstile rat and Bill \\"arncr's 
friendl~' one, and Gene Parr's toad, to nallle 
hut a few. 

On the III o I'll , aiter a thuroughl\' Illiscrahle 
night, there was hilt one thing on ollr respec
tivc minds. souvcnirs (what else i.1 tirst 
in a Seabec\ mind-) The earl\' dawn saw thc 



~~ardlillg parr ies scarrering to all poinb of 
tit..: compass, True, tlte:: varied alld often 
douhtfu l relics that were SClUn dragged intll 
cam p and pro\ldl~' displa\'ed and bartered fi,r 
were chief!~' w .. !"tltless stu If, ahandoned h~' 011 r 

11recedcssors, hilt to liS the~' were battle relics 
(If illes timahlc vallie, Rusty .lap he lmets , cart
rid ge cases , IlH:'SS k its alld hutrons, Then, un
exploded onlnam:e he!!:!n to cnter illt" rh ~ 

picture, When Chiel raughn brought in a 
.lap hand grcnade rendered "illanive" by the 
s inlplc expedient " f a clothes stop, and whcn 

Th,' Original Iker Cnll 

another ullide::ntitied worrlt\' c J. 1I1e in dragging 
a li\ 'e bomb down the trail b~' Illeans o! a 
JU-!OClt length of ropc " so that if it went otf 
it wmddn'r hurr m~" , ,then was whcn 

all thori t~' stepped ill :tnd !orbade further sou
\'en i r "proclI rClllen t", \ \" t: til riled (lU r df()n~ 
to "making ollr OWIl", . an otf-dllt~ ' in 
d\lstl·~, S()I was ~()l)n til herOine noted for . 

That sal11e da~' , \Ia~' JOth , 19-1-l, still stands 
as the hest mail-call da\' in the outfit's histor~' . 
DlIring our Ill(lnth at sea, a territic hack-log 

"I' lette rs had an:ullllllatcd for liS . 

\ ':ouc h", hi" Cil!:tr and hi , "')uck", 
:\I", r F" "il i;, r Sigh. '''' ~I"nd a! 





· . C :\ :\ I I' \\. I I. I. I :\ :\ IS. 



Chapter Six 

~ F W C; E 0 R (; I ,-\ I)AYS :\~I) ~IGHTS 

Thc l1l(llHlb rhar folll)\\"L'd (ound '()! serrling 
inr() ()llr niche in rhe Pacific war; a gradual 
routine, \';hieh, while;: ir could hanl,," he called 
pka~a n r, \\'a, well csra III i,hed and organ ized 
and all<lur as sarisf:lcrclI'~' a~ on~r,eas exisrellL't: 
call he, h.r re:1S0I1S ()f ,eclIrin", wc C:tll nor, 
of L'cHlr,:C, :,et down rhe :tetllal narure of otll' 
opL'ra tions, hu t t IH:: L'lJllln1L'IH\a r ions we recei ved 
speak for rilel11sclvt:s , \\"L' WI::I"(: nor lOll!,! in 
gaining a reputation as a "g()od ourfir" , , , 
a haiancl::d and well disciplinL'd organizarion 
rhar COllld handll:: an\" r\"jJL' of work assigllcd 
ro us, fr()111 l110ving a hill ro repairing rhe l11()sr 
inrricare l11echanislll', In our ranks \\'ere ill
cluded Illen from every consrrucri()n alld tech
nical tield Illan~" others wenr illro wl)rk 
the\' had IlCVL'r heard ()f ,alld Illade gCII.Li 
at it, \\'e \\cr.: adaptable to allY :,iruation. 
The heav\" equipl11ent hm's kcpt the strip, re
purl::d r() lle the tinest in rhe South Pacific, 
in shape and paved the way (or Illany a sucu::ss
ful hOlllber-tightersrrikl::. :\ sh()rt-handl::d saw
l11ill and loggillg new ser and hcld a rL'cord ill 
IUl11ill::r producti()n (or rhat Pacitic arL'a, Our 
Base warer ,"'srelll was a l11odl::l o( dticicllc~ ' 

allli prodtlcrioll. On the lighrer sidl::. the ell
gillens devclopcd sub-level surveying til it':, 
highe~t deg.l'l'e; Pecks shartered all I::xistillg 
record, in raisin-jaL'k producrion; rhe laundr~' 

I(lsr at Icast a t'1I1i sl'ahag of clothing. for e\'l~ I'\ ' 

Illan in rhl' CJlrtllt, 
III gl'lll'ral, we l11adl' rhe hl'~r ot' (Jill' situa

riolls, In spire c>t' rhl' illevirahle grousing and 
!,!ripi 11!,!. Clur Illorale was amClng rhl' highcst . 
Ollrs was c\'l'ntllall~ ' a l11mll::l calllp ill rhl' hc~r 
Se:lhcL' rradirioll of pl'rsollal co 111 fort , \lall\' 
Wl'l'L' rhL' t'"orlol'kcrs. hClriockcrs :tlld ruhhL'r 
hllllks l'ollsrnll'tl'd , , 111:111\' "(liS li\ 'ed 
herrl'r rhan we had in ci\' ilian lif~, Our health 
I'C11laillcd gClCld, ,\fc)sr ,,( us pur Cln wei!,!:hr. 
()f cOllrsc tileI'\: WLTe rill' usual l'a~l''' ,,( cat 
i'L'\'l'I'. an JjCl"a~iClIl:r1 apPl:ndl'l'rClI11Y, rhe inl..·\' it · 
ahle "jun!,!le rlJt" alld rill' usual spraills :tllli 
hruises, :\ hard hlCl\\" kll in !)Ul' midst \\"hen 
WL' I"sr I~ill \\'I:hh CII1 :\ugllst 22, IC) ,H; Clllr 
tirsr l':lslialiL 

\\'e nlCl\'ed r<> Camp \\'illiaills. cstahlished 
a 1l1()J'l' permanent C:llllj> arl':l. and li(l' for II' 

went Clil Its n11::1T\' wa\", Thl' " ;\ngd,," l11adL' 

, '(.Jrhe ~e:11i-tillals ill rhe bland Leag:ue 
consumed 111C1re steak :Jnd IrenL'h-frie,; p:l~IIl,1 
ror pOllnd, rhan an\" (I'.Hllr in the Sourh Pacitic 
and swore r() a n1:1n thar ir was till' \\.J;'"t 
the\' t!\,er atec:, lirClrs nore: Ci\·ili:lns \\e:''e 

stal'\'illg~) Then rht:re wt!n:: rhe III 01',: n()ra!>1.; 
heer isslle" PI:ltcHl/1 I;j\,t!'s \'icrClr\' so(t
hall hrawl steak anJ hl'l'r at the ",-\cc\'
Dr1ee"" the " soc iahles" rhr()wll b~' 

"The \/is!irs" (Bill (;rahal11 <;et a recol'd to:.) 
thar kepr CO:11edian Siegel awake aid 1111

happ~', Then came the 11OIi(Ia~'s ,Ilrst 
rhe Thanksgiving dinner, in which our cC):.k, 
well outdid rhclllseives. and which lefr liS (o ~d
logged and staggering, Ir seemed hut a few 
day:, hefore Chrisrlllas, 0111' second Christl11as 
awa\' Irom hCJllle. was again upon liS, \\'irh 
Christma~ too came tht' usual round llt "social" 
e\'l'llts "a magniticenr h()lida~', rh:1t did 
I11l1ch to ass:ll1ge our lonelincss and thoughts 
o( hOl11e, .\lcnlOrabk werl::, ()f coursL', (lUI' 

Xmas F\'l' sh()w. (I::aturing "Si" \lartin :tnd 
the dampl'lled Ilddks; Proless,,!' "IQ" Hllrl'~ 

Inquisition Pmgralll; PL'ck's c(J:llm~rcials and 
l.ouie Picci:lIlcl's I::pic strip rease, Talenr. 
tears and Bacchus reiglled trcel~' rl1;lr l11el11
orahle night! :-..!l·\\' Yl' :l r's En: \Va" ill l1lan~' 

pOlllts a repeat pertorl11ancl', 1111 a diminishl',i 
scdc, 

Life Wl'nr Oil, W()l'k Went ()n. and as (ar a" 
we kncw. rht: war \\'ellr (Ill. Day follo\\'~·.1 .1 :1\" 

wirh 1l1On()torlclLl~ re~ularir~', l-!O\\T\"t:r, nearl\' 
C\Tn'W1l' had his CI\\'n parricular h ,1>11\' "r 
"rackct" to occupy his "ff-dur'" h,,~.rr:--, \l:t!l~ ' 

"t us hl'Gl1l1l' sC:l!,!oil1¥ St.:a1..cl'';; sl11:dl h():lt~ "f 
all dt·,cription. Illall\' quite intcrl'sting and ap
pallin!,! in dc~igll, hut 1l <lnetheles:- sL·,lwll rrhy. 
and cOllstructed "f t.:\'ery cone ·i\'a hlt.: (" rill ()( 
scrap and C:1"1 -"tt' material s, Were in all :- tag~~ 

01 huildill~ throll~h()1It the camp, BO:1til1't ilL'
came a 1't:1 tlJi'lr Sun"a~' pa:-ti!l 11..·. with t ri ps til 
nL' ighhClrin" i~land s . ri"hi ng rrip;, . all I no'" al1 d 
rhen a IClllgl:r ft.::lr (If 1l:1\"igatiol1 such as t he 
epochal jaullr c,f "( ;ha~tl~'" (j " '.lId, O,ht'1' 
craftsl11en 'll1111n~ liS "i"alled the nari\·c:- rhelll
sc,,"::~ in rhe l11akin~ .,( ~hcll all.i clte~' l' Ill:ck
lacL's alld t rinkers. The n1:lIllifacrllrc (It' Illera:' 
:lnd plexi-gb-.s warch bands hecamL' a major 
illdustn' , Thcll thcre was al\\a~'s the wild lil~ 



.r a p ~ nipl'r!'i in tn 'vs Were a C(Hl!iI';t111 1l1cJla(:L 

~izc~ fr()ilr fOllr ket ro tinger length; rat~, land 
(Tahs, hats , a lld the giant tl~ ' ing foxe s that 
l1igllth' raided (lur papaya trec~, were all our 
Ctl11stant cOll1panl (l n~ , The latH;r mOllths ()f 
(lur tour ()I' dllt~- hrought excitem e nt, or rathr:r 
di\'ersioll, ill the {()rm of inlTe;l~ed at"£ivit~, on 
the part ()! rhc h~'-passcd .I aps (111 the island 
and Ilcar oll l' ,'amp area , :-\Ithough wc had no 
direct hrushes with the l'll e '"~ - , \\'l" wcre kepr 
li n ollr tocs, thc sClrtr~ ' guard douhled, alld n() 
linle slcep was lost in l"t'llternplarion of encl11\ ' 

infiltrati()n ill the night. Jungle parrois in COI!1 

l11and of Chic! Carpenter Dod made extend ed 
fora\ 's into the jungk in searc h lit our lirtle 
hrown brothers, hut 110 direct clashes were n::
ported, 

Then, as is normal with :rll outfits , thnc 
wcre al ways our hlacker Il1onH:l1ts and 
concerning them, we let ou rsdh" he known, 
with loud hewailings alld cn'illg (lilt. If the 
sun sh one, it was tlll.l hor; it if railled, it \\'as 
rop wet. There was Ilen:r enough mail 
or beer, The rats and lizards got illort: li St' (lilt 

COJlSr:LrH pr:L l'ri Ct· on rht' ma chinl' ~Ull r:lng~: \\'" hid '-"rc' wc-l i I : ) "h"Li,h- I"" fl lc 
k l',H our sho(}ring ( ' ~ ' l' .,,: sh.... r l'~ '-or Bill ,,", h" .\/,;"J:t 

_... .' 



of "ur tents that we did "the "Dear John " 
lc;:tters came thick and (a~t , , ever~'hody 
was gTttlng a rawer deal than al/ybody else , 
Then there was the perpetual subject uf re

rare, but we won't go into rhat, \\'e 

think l'1'C1'~' () Jle will agree that thc harde~t 
working tltf-dun' man was ])eacon " T\\'o

Bihle" ,\lcCaleh, "(;0 see .\IcCtlcb" SOWl he

CLine a IJ\' -I\,ord, 

Finally, to dil'ert "ur minds tu o[her chan

nels, came [he rUlllor that we wcre again SCI' 

ttl move , The qucstilln 01 "\I'hen and where" 

at once hecame the ~ubjecr of our fal 'ol'ite in

door dil'Cl'sion, scuttlehutt, But, the 

firsr rUnll)rS were well t~lll11ded, Fdwuan' u! 

1945 II/und 561 ;Igain packing , , this time 

with a l11inilllUJII of Clln(usilln, \\'c hadn't lieen 

ol'Cl'seas tCIl nHlnths for nuthing' 

Cnapter Seven 

O~ TO I S I. ,-\ ~ I) 

\\'c will not dwell for long on our secClnd 

IlHIVClllCIH, although I' it could bc called a Illorc 

tllan Illinor uperation, and at this stage "f rhe 
gallic \\'c ClnnClt sa I' tOil Illlich Clf cven thc 

11111101' opcratlons , \\'c may IIIcntion tltar our 

1l1l:a1lS of t'ollveyancc was the I.ihert~ ' ship 
1\11('1-1.-\1-:1, J..:J-.,RR, and that Clur trip was a 

tale (If ('I'()\\'lkd quarrcrs, rain~' nights, hilt 
"thL'rwise SllIooth sailing, \\ 'e wen: hy noll' 

IlHlre or less hardencd to the llluititude 01 Illinor 
incoIII'cniclll't's alld hardships , In facl, \IT 
didll't cvt'n notice them, \\'c werc, for tlte 

larger part, hillctcd topcieck among our deck 
cargo, \\'ondI'f)LlS indeed were the sht.:ltcrs and 

(Tilts that sprang lip in a marrer of minutes ~ 

The resCHlrl'(:t'ulne~s Clt 0111' eOll1l11issar~ ' dt'parr

melH \\'as quick in cClming to the fClrt' ill thc 

form of the eCllllplete galle,' set up right on 

dt'ck, \\'e call t'asil\' sa~' that in spite Clf the 
illlpro"isatiulls. tht' food Oil that trip wa~ 

among thl' hest we ha vc yet had Ol't'rseas, 
\\'e WL're sailing through replltt'llh ' elll'nl~ ' 

suh-infl'sted waters. and our men alternated 

with rhL' arlllL'd guard crew in standing douhled 
slll'l11arinc :1I111 ~1I1l wat,'ht's , (j()od Providclll'l' 
lias lI'ith us; WL' had not cvcn a good :;carl', 

ThLTe "'lTC thc salllC dark, hlackc l 'IIII' 

night ,,; , l'ill' sanle 1'"I!,!' Illill-sl'ssillns illtll all 

hOl/l's "" rhe night; thc s:lll1e hlack \\';Itcrs 
Ilissill~ :ri"ng I'hc s ide,s, Othcr\\'isL', I his 111111',' " 

I11Cllt \I ':IS L' l1til'cI~ ' dith: l'en r than (lUI' tirsJ', "III' 

Illaidl'/1 l' III 'agL' , ,\I"rcovl'l', it was IlllICh shortcr; 

il sl't'IIIl'llllllt :I few d:II'S hl'l~'rc \IT approadll'd 
"llr dL',qinal'i OI1 , Thc late l" 'L'ning 01' Fehru:ll'~ ' 
151 h hall lIS I"ing in I'he I'as t harh"r of our 
prescll I' has,', 

II' II' :IS hcl't' \\'e Call1L' to sce the far rcachillg 
size; the , ';rstness alld cOlllpit:xin' lIf the l lnited 

Stal'l: ',; "pl'I'atillns in rht' Pacific. This hase 
was thl:n tht' major s upply and staging hasc 
(" I' thc 1:lcct's opt'ratillns in the Philippinl.:s , 
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Tht' hari.H,r here al .. ne could hcrrh rhc ships (If 
all the lIal' ies "I' the \\'urld, with l'o,,1ll to spare:, 

I.nstead ot' a large parr ot a smaller hase, \\'e 

wcrt' t() hCl'ome:1 smalll'''g in a large operation, 

There was not milch lost ll1otion in getting 

down tu our assignt'd ta :;k , \\'c w.:rl' herded 

into our t e nts in the night; the n;;xt nl"rnill~ 
saw tht' greater p:lrt of liS alreac!I' assigned to 
0111' dutic" and st'I'I' in;; otf to \\'Ill'k , \\'e II;\(: 
IIlIr joh to do and II'C \\,cnt rig:lt intl l it , 

\\'e w"lIlt! likc I'll tdl ~ ' Oll 111111'1: of (IIII' aL'tual 
IIperations hert'; rhe work \1'<,: acclll11pli~hed, the 
installations that \\'erc of our dlling, Bur, fol' 

the IIh~' iolis sel'ul'it~, reasons, such rhings call 
I)nly he told I:ltl'l', As to our lItf-dut~ , life; 

rhere was not the freedolll 01' I11OI't!n1ent and 

tile eOl11paratil'" k~s ,' ning 1)( restrictions that 

\\'ere (lllrS at ollr previ()lIs hase , Hl1\1'cI'er , 

IIlore cbhoratt' rel'l'eatilln facilities easil~' OI'CI'
shadllwt'd that fa ctll I' , :\ightl~' 1lll)I' ies werL' a 

1I11I'elty for us; sc"res of LI S S(IIln heealllc in 
vetcrate l1111viL' hOllnd~ , .\lalll' m;OI'c (If us "II 

taincd 11111' IInll' eXCI'l'ISl' IIf the lla~ ' ill the 

lIiglttll' hl.:,'r line; \\'cre ;\11 issut' of (lilt' call per 
rlluilli 11I:lllc it Il ~'ce~san ' to rUIl likc all h , ,I 

I'll get hack ill "Ill' again, rl'pe :lting t:l:1t p r'" cc '" 
11111 :; I\'L' had ohra incd as nlanl' as tllc traffil' 

\\'IIldd hcar, Thcrc, ill " ~ II' he::1' gardl'!1 :lfter 

a h;lrd da<s \\'ol'k, wirh those \1''' 11 I:rful ca ll ' 
III' e, oId sud" ill 11111' I'l'~p':l'ril'e tisb. W;IS \\'h ~ I'_' 

perhaps th L' 111 liS I' PI'" t:': II1 ,1 disl'u s"i In~ all.l :11' 

gll/llellts III' fhe d:II' 1I":1'l' ill or,ier, By rhi" 

rillle rll" "uh,ien lit' ')5 ; III' r111l"c discussillll" 
was the clldle"" di~"' lTr:ltillll (Ill "~ ling 11I 1: ll C" 

, , in fan, Wl' talke d, :1(<': and slep r " rola 
tillll" , OUI' tirs t \\'ak in g rhllllp:hr lI'a,; "\\'h~ll, 

ho\\', ant! \\,1", nor:" , T hc ~ : lIttlt:l)lJtt kill g ' 

had a ('onrillu:d licld .!a~'; lI1any alld wondr'HI~ 
and I'aril',j WCIT tht, I'er" jlllhlln hoI\' "rllratioll" 

Wlluld r":lII~' \I'(lrk, After a "car alld a half 
awal' 1'1'11111 home, on e 'o\lld scal'cdl' hlame us 



Our "hrsl al1l1i"l.:n.;;,ry ov(,'r," "; IS" parry rh,· Skippl"r h:lIs us 
"\\',,'r,' O\'l'r rnc: h"'"1''' , 

for grabhing at the stra\\' of ever~' bit of new \\ 'c sustained another- perlllnnent luss on \larch 

infol'lllatilln on th;lt ~ubject that calllc out..l.s 27th, when Han.ld "Ying" Yingling died. I r 

this goes into print, the question still raves, was a loss we took eSI'eciall~' hard. B~' now, 

"\\'hen are wc going hOllle?" But (:"en now, in a unit as slllall as lIurs, we knew each other 

the .lap is on his la~t leg and the nctual pros intimately; \\"cIT as a large family, Ying\ 

pect seems br·ight<;r each day . :\ few ortis ha n~ rcad~- wit, his dr~' hUl11or, alld his being all 

:tlread~' geJllt:, chiefly vin the casualty route, all-arolitHI goeul fellow, is still soreh' missed , 



Conclusion 


The 1I11i! has hecn II\' l'l""",aS t'"," "\ 'er eiglnccn 111 1)11t h" n,'\\ ', an d t he re arc 111:111\' 

lI1 (1 re e \'t:nts <It th"se ll1!Jnth~ thar Wc \\" Hild like rll incilide in uur \'ear IHI(lk, bur 

1,\, the c(l!nplexit\' ot" o ur operatiol1s; the Illaln' c\"cr~ ' da\' happenil1gs; each phase 

"t our histon' herl'in ellL'rlJllpasscd 1)\, a chaptt:r, cUlIld well he cl)\'en:d 11\' all 

cflt irc honk , Our own de,'ply imprinted f1lCllj(ll"IC~ will "lIreh' scrn: us hetter 

than l'ilese priIH l',1 w<lrds possi h ly can, 

,\"c w"lIkl like tl ) tell \'Ol! \\ 'h;lt \\C /luilt, hllw Wc huilr, wh~' we huilt, " "e 

wlluld like to tell \'"U l11 (1re "I' "III' assigl1l11ellt,.;, "'l' w<luld likc to tdl \ ' (lli l!lor,' 

about c\'t::ry little nagell\' and hUlll o r ,,( our dail~' lin.:", \I"st o( all wc \\'ant to 

tell \'ml how pronld we are Cit' our "wn unit, and Cit' (lUI' .i"h """1--:1.1.. DO:"I-:", 

Thl; 5filst '\'a\'al C,'flstnlni"n Battaliofl \!aimell:!nc,' l nit IS a l110hile unit 

whose ;!cti\ ' itic:s cannot he lI1adc.; wholl~' p:,hlic, Theret""re, Inany "t' the llloSt' 

thrilling experll:nct's and 1l1a.'!or fact" of c(JnsrJ'uniofl alld operation 111l1st remaIn, 

(1)1' n,.w, lIn\\'rl tteJl , H ,' \\'cver, CB\Il' 5(,1 has, it hOliK'S , 11\' its o\\' n ~l11all c(lnni. 

hllrion, its 0\\, 11 part as a SI11<111 t'(lg ill l'il,' gargantuall IllacitinL'ry of thc Pacific 

'\";11', writtell an inlportant dl:lptcr ill " 'orld " 'ar II hist"I',\ ' , an(1 has full\' eOIl

t!' ihu l'L'11 its parr in the building ,,( thL' j{oad r" T"k\(I, 
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