
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

Naval Construction 
Maintenance  
Unit 554 
 
 

Historical  
Information 



NOTC - Peary 
ABD Hueneme 
Ready Date _ 10 Dec'43 
Left ABD 1 Jan'44 
Location HAS John 3ton 

11-6-44 - CNa orders transfer of DBMU 554 about 10 Nov'44 to ABD Hueneme. (eND on f d!sp 
051500 NCR 161 to Peary dtd 6 Nov'44) 


1- 3-44 - CBMU 554 left ABD Hueneme 1 Jan'44. (WRX) 

5- 8-44 - 1 Apr'44 repor.t of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. 

5-31-44 - 1 May'44 report of CBMU 554 - operating a t Johnston Is. 

6-30-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. 

7-26-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. 

8-26-44 - 1 Aug'44 r eport of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. 

9-26-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. 


11- 1-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. where they arrived 11 Jan 
1944. 

11-16-44 - CBHU 554 is located at Johnston Is. (Com 14 Sec Disp to CNO 062243 NCR 15886 dtd 
11 Nov' 44. 

11-30-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of CBMU 554 - On 11 Nov'44. batt will have completed 10 montbs 
duty at MAS Johnston Island. &ac'd 22 men on board during October. 

1- 1-45 1 Dec'44 report of CBMU 554 - operating at Johnston Is. 

Lo .... ..t i ~n - NAS John~ ton I"S. CBMU 554 

1-27-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of CBMU 574 - Men and officers of CBMU 574 are being transferred 
to CBMU 554 at HAS Johnston Is. and men aDd officers of CBMU 554 are be i ng tran8­
ferred to CBMU 574 at HAS P.H. This move was ordered AS a relief to men who heve 
been on duty over 9 mos. at NAS Johnston Is. As of 31 Dec 1 44. 133 men and 2 off. 
have been transferred from 554 to 574. The transfer is heine made Dt NAS J ohnston 
in order to ma.intain the full strength of the CBJ.I1 there. and CVMU 574 is working 
a t half strength during the movement. 

2- 17-45 - CBMU 554 i s loca t eod .<:.t J ohns ton I c; .( Com 14 '3~ c . ~is to I.- 0 08 (11 ft"o ' A5) . 

2-28-45 - 1 Feb '45 report of CBMU 554 - located at Johnston Is. The exchang e of ersonnel 
between CBM{] 554 and CBM{] 574 has been completed. 

3-30-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of CBMU 554 - located at Johnston Is. 
4-25-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of CBMU 554 - no info on location. 

5-21-45 - 1 Mayl45 re~ort ofCBMU 554 - located at Johnston Is. 
6 -7 -_5 - CBMU 554 lOCAted at NAG Johnston Is. (Comservpl'.c cenf spdlt r CJ278 7 d d 29 f;'uy'41=: 

to NO) 

6- 25-45 - 1 Jun'45 r eport of CEMU 554 - located at Johnston I s . 

7-16-45 - 1 Jul ' 45 re port of CBl-«J 5:-' 4 - l oc ted a t J olms t on Is . 

8-13-45 - 1 Aug 1 45 r eport of CB~m 554 - located at Johnston Ie. 8 men over 42 yrs of ag 

were returned to the U.S. for discharge during Jul'45. 
9 - 17-45 - 1 Sept' 5 report 0 C~~ 554 - loc ted At Johnston Is . 

10-25-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of CBMU ~54 - located at NAS Johnston Is. To be inactivated 
about 1 Nov.'45. 

11-27- 45 -. CBMU 554 wa s inactiva t ed 16 Nov'45. (OinC, CEMU 5~A Itr ser 118 dtd 16 Nov' 45 to 
Comservpac) . 

INA T!VATED 



Location - nAS Johnston Is. CBHtJ 554 


11-28-45 - 1 Nov l 45 report of CBMU 554 - located at NAS,Johnston Is. 


DATE 
1 Ju1 144 

1 Aug l 44 
1 Sepl44 
l Octl 44 
1 Nov l44 
1 Dec'44 
1 Jan'45 
1 Feb'45 
1 Mar'45 
1 Apr l 45 
1 May'45 
1 Jun'45 
1 Jul'45 
1 Augl45 
1 Sept'45 
1 Oct l 45 
1 Nov l45 

-
ON~~ 

OFFICERS AUTHORITY!1m! 
5 247 MoR 
5 247 R & BNP635 
5 247 }4oR & R 

246 BNP6J5 
26~5 

5 26 ~i 
5 271 BNP625 &R 
5 264 MoR 
4 268 MeR 

265 ~NP625 
5 265 BNP625 
5 239 13NP625 & R 
5 229 13NP625 & R 
5 220 BNP625 & R 

209 BNP625 
4 206 BNP625 & R 
4 108 BNP625 & R 

C .B.M.U. +554 ( INACTIVATED) 




CP-Mll # 554 

Date , Or"anization Lo cat ion -ie erence ..Iotes 

II 
CA1f //PG t7&-/­

c-/ (.01~ . ",6.1 J ~ 
17"Y­

Seabee Museum
Declassified



O? 

Tl""iG is the story of t he groap of 
avy S:o:ab63s ,;"ho started out ir. t he 
!ill of 1943 as Ccrnp~..,}' A of t l"•.;; 21st 
upernu:r.6rary B~t-talion, \':0 t e,e r­

se e.5 u!'1der the nar.le of Con Gtructio=: 
attalion Mair.iene:..nce Unit 57/, end 

'Nound up t:1.~ir wartime career as ca:::u 
554. 

Despite the 5uccossively cha"lgi l'1g 
lZ,i-;; titles, t:~e orisinal grot:p has 
rC:-JaiY"~ cd virtually inta.ct fer 11e .~ly 

tr.'o year6. With o!'lJ.y a fe, l eXC6?­
tions, the 211 l:,en and offie rs of 
C:C U 554 v;ho, fit this ·::rn:.q;, are 
s'i.'0ating out demobilization en J oh 5­
t 0Yi Izla.nc: fou~ht the Be.ttle of Ce;::p 
? eru'Y togei;i-:er i::1 the old 2l.:;t Sup <:r 
\?-ita ~1a7e lived end \'Iork d togeth -' r 
Elver si:'lca. 

THS :2fLTTLE OF PEtUW 

The story begins on Ii br ig!:'\; u!.!­
tlann day, tha first day of l':overr.aer, 
19<;'3. Approximately 1,100 C6:1, ~ost 
of them still dazed after fc,"J: ...,e eks 

of ooot trainin~, ge:thercd th:;.t d£.y 
in ArQ8. A-3, one of t~6 qu.iat e; · r ed ~ 
. ..t iQ,l zc;ct ions of Ce:.:p Pe, c.::'Y, V11. . 

TbJY thereupon ~ec!JJr.e knc iln 2,.3 t ::;, 
21 st Supzr, \";hic~1 was r:: e :- e ly a h~(.d y 

title for ·...Iseduring "the <i?,.5u:c nj@; 

D0r.t!1 of advancod traini::g. .'-1t'10t.:gl-. 
t::€ ~0l: were not c..';;ayS of the fn.c-~: 

it \7c..3 ir; -tho ~ooks t hat COfi'~: ..Xy --­
'IIGuld :!..aier beco::.e CE. i...· 574 ::xc.. t ::e 
Gtaer tn ree:: corrpc:'!i e s -.'/ .:Juld 60 i'c::..t :--. 

s • :_11s 575, 575 H.nci 577. 
'The :::.or:th in A-3 ,'jas mcncrs.::le. 

~ ew ~ill for~et the P. T . s ession s ~ o 
·"hie they blind ly 5'; ' .bled e C~1 

f:- c ~zing !'.!orning be f ore d£i.\m ; 0:': th" 
mil i tary ca;leu·.,rers in the ·.. ood ~ , \';:-:tm 
r" oil y ever seemed to be Sl.;!"e ,;'2,C' 
s:'d ho was or.; or ~.le reall~·- : l".. t~r­
os<.i .. g days on t he rifle r W1?:; , ,1:% :­
ever 'c ody d::'sccYe !"ed ·.Ih ihe:- or not 
he -:: ;:-;.c e !c-tner b:;ddin ' S-D!"gGs.r.t Yo::}: 
(: .~-l st . le ) a."1.d ·~~· :'"~ e re the ..~a-sei. 
ins~_ uct ors :€pt insi3t in~ it~~ e 
t~i~-cr is so ething t o be 5 .~Eez ci 
:!.r~d Y'. -t jerked. 

i t a s LYl J_-3, toe, that ~:y '! 

,';0::"' e !"ing canst!"uct i01:' !O!6.l'l d i SC(.': E' !"6 ":' 
t l : :.t l our r;G.ll~ fmc a ~· O Ol' do r.ot Co 

S!l&ltC:- .ak.:: . T1. (:: ;::': s th~t llC'::L~ 

thTCI t;h trie CTc.CX<: in t .1e bc.rn;,c::.s 
-::0 .....- e .ough to ~.'1 aiie a t~~; s: :..vc:-- .: -_l !: -:' 

to t.nin~·~ c:..oc ut t .. c...-n - eVc,!l .;.", 0 y \.;:..r ~ 
l e.i(;r. 3t:.t th~:::e ~'1r:O 9_Cpt :-: ct,::' -t~ : .".: 

'pot-belli~a: stoves didn 't : . ::" ; 0 -r:c 
-:.orry [:.bou~ the ie ' o~eeZ~ ... o 

"': 5r Ei n a ~l~{ roast ~:i tc da~th. '7.1l;;."t 
';i s o~c:·_ of the !'lo'lel l~ .:tu ..'e ~ 0:" t :-_c 
·o::.r= :o c:·~s-in .1.~3: i n c sir"~10 ~co==, 
r.:.t one B-Y!..c. tr.. e; :~ a..-:e ti::;.c, yc:.;. c ..: ··2 .~ 

i"' :- &aze 0:" yot.: <.;c ul:i 5\", 2.1 t c:::r, d .: !· ::.:.::1­
illg O!'1 the dis-;al.~ 8 ~<:: "ti.\ia t.:n J";::~ ~" jt:r":= 

http:S!l&ltC:-.ak


r' I~ I . ,. I i IU' r""" 

E'J!.!1cho";,l , d l 
~ . ::'.~ ' ~", ~..:. ! 00... t:: '~ :'D ',}[; :,c.. f ew \':h 8 01.:", 
~ :: ':. :, . : ei:"c: e:l: ::c ;'<.G -~ Q. Sl:. 30 z i nG 0.,:: ­
""\ " ...:- '. : .~ ':iit:l. c "\,.t f c;v c~ (kn.o·.... :L~:
i .-·,-F,_,- y d::::'j's as grippe, flu, t :16 
CO i~'::::O ~l cold , or , ;r.Clt han: you). 

n o ·.l! d l y <i, 2'-.r..d thouc;r_ it ~'aG ~ 

C::t.:::p Pc -' y hd its brighter side. It 
'":':J.e: tf:C;?;" 3 the c-:.:oryo SC1l.bees le::rrncl 
-:.ne : :'].vy believos in at least t~"iC of: 
1:' _(:':;; rr.inor blessings: mO\'ie6 &Xd 
_ OEl :- . Both , .' ''-"!re <:7o.ilable :.i5 ,·tly . 
::' o:~" D..::d fliclcorG , .'crs to DO ste...'1d srd. 
~' ::__ y.:~ ·__l r:) B E'_t every Etation along t il.) 
:. \.""';~ 0: this pe.rticular group of 
S -j c.b ( .(.(; 0 . 

:.';::.ilabl e , too, '::0.5 tile qt:.alm; 
to;: ;: 0 ~ ,--,'':'lliulllsn urg, i .'i1ich o. e "a:: 
:::":- OC --+" 0 --/ i sit ev ery fC'urth night . Of 
C OU: .E:, ther e \"{2.S the dro:;;back "t·het 
"(..t1C -: O':i::' :5 T.-ir crlcl-f£'....~ous c!lcc-;ns we·r e 
(:.:[:. ;; ,-"1t t o fi e;;-- , s o G.ensQ "er e the 
~!- c·;:d _ ! Dr lcr~e som~ ecrYiC €::l0~ ~ho 

co __ .t i nu:Ul y tilled ao ou:' loc::ing for 
~ or::.d:. i:: , to d 0 or~ liborty 0 

,--'l 6 be ;--;t day ;::t Pe:::.ry ,{US the day 
mOTi;; of the 210t Suo cr lef-;; for t he 
:.. C):::; - £' ---- :.::_i ed 10-0.0.:; pre-emo ll.!"kc.t';' n 
l ',; ::.";5 ~t hor..!c . The Fa.;o-':·;est e r na r s 
~ -; f <l C:! O')Ll i::1i o.nd took ttcir l eaves 
at .J. l ;..:~e r date , but for the others 
t ;l i ·,7tl.C the b i~ day. From all .ac ­
e -"';-.;; ::: evc ryor:e [,;::Jie the cost of "i:, .3 
_[I f 1 :"I e-·· i ns cis.:,"s t hat folloved. ...."1d 
:;'..:"t ·: :; t :'1e l r_st flir!g ~1(lS over~ it Y:;),S 

~,"-,: k t o Poary to De rchabilit~t e 

T::J..t ~.7:! ': Dec!3mb r IO. 

--! OU?;:} : -:.: ~. 

S .:l~-t~"l:'0 :l be ~a a ~{;:rr~ory and C3 :":'li 
~ { .:.~ C~"·.~ i:1't o bein,z , e~ ong with tho 
C":1-;'..;:· t !).: "':' ·2 uni t s t::'~t :nclc u? tl:o 

:_~,,:, '1~ .• 1,1 ::'c~ sr oup s each no~:~ ~ E" ..)p 
"'~ ~ . :' ...', c'JL:!i.i :; sioncd o'ltfit - d epart.ed 
Ero:: C ~::~ r6a:y ~d · h9:.:..~. ec! ";7est~ ~!B 
l~ jw: ,.:.:::c r~ -t ~:~s t~"""d cr cO:1.:iden":;i:ll O!" ­
t.!~ r" , ~~d the ra..~ a.r,{j file didn' t 
:: ::! CJ'-; fo!" 3 :..tr0 j us t ~;"_e!,:J thoy ".'.Clr J 

.:c,:'"g u:T~ il they Got there. But no 
c .C \;~ n ""1:0-:'1 :ra.1C!l s:t:-priscd -:-ih.::n , 0·1"1 
G~-_:- i s t ~..:..a. [j !2o!' n ::'nG, t~..,s spocie.!.. tro~r­

~, .." ·"" :L:~. p~ led i~yt o tho sp:"c.-..-: l ing n.:.-~·.:.1. 

-:f~ ¥:t~ !" ':-; i t il the odd-loo::i.r!v ::: '::'::t; , 
"ort ~ue,: [!:!e~ C:::lif., which ~Hl. S t o bo 

_ Q::! .~ f o!" t he ;--: c: ~ "t troe ICon-chs . 
'...~l~.:....!~ ·.;in·~o r at H·...te:l.....::me 'i";~ S 'J. t ~ 

c"':· C Oll . ::::,:::' s The c e l ebrat e" f; ·~:'h­
;;-I) Gc ':"fo:rnic. c:'iJ t:lte perf'crrr:cd :::..-: 
:~ -r:e ~~?t CD"ld i ts \'!orst . The r ·:: ,. r.:'"t"\ 

•..) :."- ::.~:~. f':'C.:,' 3 't, !l ... t ::lc.tched even th~ r o .:; ­
i, J_; ';~ of the Cna..i.~:'e r of CO!!.!.IUorcl) prop­

.!-. ' £... c Coric z i . Q;1'i tr,ere 'lte!"o d L:rS 
: _ j .::...i. r:::"~CCl !1t of tile Biblical d el '.!~ • 

!,,~ !,, '~ m:.3 the rigid camp life, 

' ~l <I l o~,--, ho" ~::; of ,.erk c.:ld milit ary 
ir:l.i~i~g c.n:i tr..e ev· r lc..s: ing ' ",,;, :.'.it·i~g 
fer TCC- :-.·~) s:-:ip aut o But t ;.e :-e 
"••ero 

C;mc.ra c.nti V,m"tura. end, farther do;;n 
the CO:l.st , i::l Lo 9 Angelo s and the 
glitterillg 'Jlace celled Holl~r:!ood. =
All thi!1gS '~~nsidElred, Port H OIl 
"I"i",S good duty. 

I~ t he course of those thrp.c 
:::c'!lths t . e :11'):1 of CI31:lU 574 co::'ned :c:r 
"tr;en:,sel 'i eB il :!icknt:.=le ~.(lic!1 s-~il:' 
st.::.nds . During a mid·night. mock b a:~­
tIe ·tne neve :.·-·~o-be-fo!'got--:en O-in-C 
of the u..'l :'t, Lt. H::.rlow H.!...ipp i!1co~cG, 

l ed his 1::£ :; '~i-th st:.ch dash end entht;­
'si:;!. ;:J (.i;5ttbg h~'":l3elf !""oughed up i;. 
t.!1.2 process ) th::.t the outfit ti1er :'" 
u e~'l Decar.1';; kno·.m as Lippy's :\aider s c 

Tr.c .. Qi d e!' s ::eve r got clcse ta !l. r e al 
d,tl e ~ C!.it ';he =:e;:1e endured as ~ 

._j9~oric.2. to ' ~!: e:t r..ccturnal ski~:r~i.s:: r 

http:depart.ed
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L.:, _!" id c.: ·~ ..:.:;.rc ;-: 10, 1 9 L!f ~ C:-"::.10 

t::= 1.. :.u·_ ~-: c ~1 ;1. C e.;1e;;1t ·~h ::.a.t "8rQu2:n-: i }:J C~­
ifo:!i::.:l SC ~ 0 \), 1""::1 to an ab r\.1.pt Cr:ti. . 

S .:.:'l i :-1 f: o!'<.i or s fi!:c.:2.y he..i ;;.r :'" :_-{ .~:i Q 

E.. .. f t.~~ oLltfit ";/8.8 sl at ed IO!" U :90­
c i.c,l 60-ho·Jr liberty th<:.t ':; ee ~:- :ma. , 
0'-'-:: :!.t h:::.ci to be cancelled. Th£. u..'":::.t 
~ ~~ secured. Evoryb ody ~en! to '::crk 
pc.:: /.:L't:..; l;o :.!" '::..r:o. ·,:.JOt~cler:'r~g ·.·:~ e :'8 l.S­

::" v..'": . X '..'ould be. 

-·is 

L<:.tc in the :;..ftsrnoon of the :01­
l()":-:i::.! ~.; ?:ondo.:r, t~~c 13th, t1:8 R ~~iriDrs 
(;n t r .:::..int;d for 02..kl2"~ci, eu-rivi.!'! g: "t ;10 r e 
;~~:o~t ly 0820:8 n :'lon Tue~cle:y·. F;-of.1 the 
tr~iu thGy proc s cded directly to u 
: e :-r:i v h ich c ,r;ieci them C4C!"053 Sa.:'! 
?r~.:.r.cisco BClY to 2.. ";;e,:!iing v5CO::t 
a i:- c re.ft c~rie;- flying tf'46 Bri-tish 
Unio!1 ~ o.ck • E . ~.!:. S. Pat roller '7;~g at 
-:::!!G~. !, s(;rvice. 

'l'!J.o;; P8."':roilcr cleared tl10 Golclsn 
G8.tc on -;;"ed!lCEday morning. lihen '.;·,,1.1 
:'..t i:ea, the captain rGyccle a. the Qe 8­
tir:a"tio:i " DO;Jest e rs in -:(.13 1J.n:.t. hr.d 
b €; r! \.:"~isp8ri llg for rr:c.ny Y. .:e . s Ath::..t 
i·c v:ould be Fc:.:-:!. Ear-bar, unci , s' · " 
-2!: cuG}: ~ tn~ t ~ 5 ~:;l:c~ it -~-ias. Thi.s- \., ..... ~ 
o ~ a of t~10S -2 rc..re cccc.sions ·~:·hcn the 
S~ ~tt-:l e~utt ;::-:.rtists ;-;::.rc ri n-ht. 

i~ l('\~' C:. t.!1 B 3c ,:~Dee p a ssengers, 
sl..l.ch as t~!.e cooks a..'1.d bc.....~' ... rs, t ed to 
'. ;o r }: t ;:e i!" ~;! o.y across, but f or t~~ 0 

oti-;~rs the ~/'o J~.s c Y.'E!.S c.s cc!""e fr e e f:.S 

L. 'f1:J li:iay cruis~.. SU1'1b&t::ing C~ the 
fl ' g: t d0C~ , s'~~)ping y~~ns s ~t h ~~o 

By i-:ish to.rs, c'!"inking teo.. cac:t U.I~­

6,!"~ O O:n il: t ~H... oe;et :n~~ l::-Gh tr l!d it i o!l , 
ln~ i ~~ ~Dr "y ~n to~bo1o (t~e B~' ·; sh 
;'~ l: ~;:~:1.-'·oi:J bil;gO)'.'- all t~:G;; e' -: ~~c ~ 
... . 
'.... The 

the on:'..y c. ~Q.·.:,bs.ck, '0 :":-:' s:' ::ce' :i. ~_:' :: ~ 

p~o,ortion of the vcya;crs on t~ ~~ 
rc:lil:g ~~O. could!:. 1 t !12.,ve :"st ::.:"'!'"_c."':' 
ev er ~~e be st ccokc~ fcod fer lo~£ , 
tfl~ quceticn:;.ble qua.:ity of t~l(; 

dic:n 't r::.c:.ke mucn dif:erc;:lce; 
One o"the::- side:'ibht th !it 

stick s :'n t;:~ r:.ir_1s of t:-.ose - . : ~ 0 ~ a.r.::. 

cve~ ' on t !:~ ?3.troller ";:(;.5 t>"e 8t rr:_ ~C" 
c:-:r::.nt t:-::~t roused tho::! frcu ::l tIL:o er 
each r:.:.o:-ning before . dt;.\·:n. A '-, ,,, r:: 
Bri t i!lh voic'~ '::ould f1c~T. out of th e­
pucl.ic a:idr t:!s5 loudspco....!{6rs v:ith -: !1C 

che r::ry !.:8sta t; e: IIHeE..ye ho, r..ee"' '9 :.0, 
he ave to ~ !.~ak e Co 7:0-1,:"€, rr~ o.kc a :-1","/e s· 
r::a'< e a ;::ove ~" TI"1er., clter a ::e·;1 ;:-,~r:. ­

ute s c ~ sil G~ cc, the 'loice \~o uld ~9 
back ~..:i:' !1 tjd~ Clrlmoniticn: " Aj1 C t :.C ~ 
ste:t. :'c r:.s in ::ivo r:!i?:trtcs ti.TJC" 11 The:: 
Wo.s t he last call, 8.l10 t:~e 1~T.~ 
51 ee? .;;;r s ,-"ou:..d t .; :::b::' e out of _. ., " 
b'..Ulk s C:.!"lc! u9 to 7. !-.G d::.r ;~enoc. b:::: o;.: :.I 
deck, there ~o '..7C..it ~"'1til t ~!'3 s;;:: 
rose and t !1e d 3..,Ylgcr of B. d c. ::n 5Llb :..:-.:­
i r.s at t 2.ck ",.:as o",,-er. 

T. .o trip ~:~s supposed to !!.s-: 
f:. ..·lS Gt!.ys but on t he fiftr. d e:,", .... O ~-~­

d o.:,/ , t~ o ~.:ble dev€:lop!.:cl in th~ 6 !J .:i. e 
r oor:! , £11::1 thc P (:.t roli.~!" sto~~·~ .: i d ;:;::.rl 
in th~ ;7.:ltcr. The~~ it l~y f r ::: ... ::; ":,; 
0: tr_c eiternool'1 li:..: c 0. Sll: T. l.ng d uc z , 
but ~:! w~e £.:3 inc 5S ,.":hich "the ~as s :.::­

fcl-: 
'i; :' t~ t he crr:_v:.:.l on t he SC2~ e c : c. 
p air 0:' Cf. .....' royers ':!'o.::: Pearl E::. !"" b-~!"e 

'L-:ese guaro.'8c. the disaolea c ;::."!""r :''':1· 
unt i l S:"18 Got under r:2..Y nn:i ~:-. ·:; :t~ GC ­

cart .. ~er tke f0V res~ini~g m~les tc 
port. It toc~ all night, t:l 0U[;~'~, .~i 

part of th e Lcxt morning to fi~:~~ 

tl:e t r ':'~ , fer ~h~ Pc.-: roll£;!'" ';J~S ~lc 

t::> re[!}: e only a f~action of :1cr ~£(.:-=-.: 

sp~ed • 

so TH2:S IS I~LJ\j\D X ~ 

L~ ~~5 shortly Qftcr ~oo~ O~ 

Tu~sd D.:.r, :~W'"ch 21, th<:it t~!e rl~ ' -: !' s 
fir5~ s e t feot on t }l& i r so-~ ~ l~i : 5­
lar.d y.. :.... :>rd I e1 c.r.d., it -i}t}.S , S i -'"J '~f 

? e "':-l !-i .... ~.... cor· D l:~vcl A:r St~~ i :.~n -:;1ci 
h~b of . !~(; ? ccific ?l..;ct' S 3.ir ::.c t _~. 7/ ­

it]_ : t :;&so 't 0K~ctly th~ r~u:cd 
kin(j 0: 1 510.21: X t~:(;, P.Q:' ri ~rs :: .. ::1 OJ: ::­
pri~ed f~ r ~ur~~s ~u~rly six ~ ~ ~~~ ~ 

of -t r :-... :"r:i ~1Z . Th e bcc.r:i~-he2::' '.o.s ::-::.ec 
v:'a t~-_ ~ r ::'.:r ;J :)f c. fc.rry o oat, <:!J: '-' 't.. _:~ 

f':.:c~~ :'nl ru:d J~jec ·:'iv£' t. ~ C~1 -. :c.s '.. 
r o._tt ;:- c k d i:'1r:.or (icc crce;.: ~or ti ,,~ =­
Be r -::: ) i!! :.~ e is::'~:d' !:: mc.in ;;:0 5 :-5: :: ::..1 1 ... 

vil":"::.;o '~'~ " C :-· ) :!.:iy 1'0:- t ~-:{J 5 ;:- i.,..:'.:\t; . _­
a.."l " ·".:~thi !! ~ :-'C ~l: ~1 o';.trS t jle:- '::c:·c s .... : ­

!::.: -:! c;uc..r tcr s ~~ci 
~cqu.~i r. - ~ :.i 

. 3 urro t..,; ~: ,-: i~ : G5 . 

:"::i~g i~ ~he middle of ? 8:-:r l nc:.r­
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..... ~ ' , .... OVo....!~"""e'J ~;1 1:"JO e. ·o.e .... ') .,; ~ __c , - ­
~~:' Gsquu hills ei Oahu, Fo ri. I.:;l fll:d 
"'l. r :-;' t~d out to !JG C!1! el.s.D0:- at~ lc:~;o ·..(~ 

C::' . _~ ir..:'t\:; t i:c i'tC"lctio~5 c: c. l ar.d i :-· S 
:·:2.~i.1, ~i c.: ra:t G:.;.y..:~ly j ep ~ 'i ..... .:?:..:.... 
': ~ : :' : 'O,· ::.::d co:.:!'!-:ry elt:'c . Lco:.;i::E 0;.''; 

~; h ',,:, :.....:.. r~·.~;(~ 0: ..;:~e!:cu~0s~ :-~ a::Z ~ -- s: 

!:; :"_J ~~J31 1: :!:"' :( ~c'-: s; S\-.~ ·;:c:inb ~~ol::. t~~·_­

;~ ~£: ,;ou :~ -CG - ~ "0 5 , EL,,!Q even !:l.r.. "' 'ubrl3­
-:i...;,:t,::J. golf C:):l.;,-ti6 - that c ove:", ~d t h.e 
J il (- -s;~ar~ isl2J1d, the ne\·.}.jr n:!~i~l €~ 
COT. :' l"' t.l ctio{;. ·;-.iCin could not i~ . gir:o 
··.'.' r~:::.t ':'/ nr k t:lere could be le:-~ f o!' 
-t he::l to do. but it didn't take l or.g 
-L, O fi:-.J ot:t. 

T!~ 8 C3~.:U ':;;.:=; assigne<i to ~::ork u;:­

~c:- -~~:e s-:at io~'l public viarks c. ep 2.r.l~ ­

~~r::' . T!H!re \/3.8 a cart2.in aIT~o ~n~ of 
rcv~i~c r~aintenu{\cG Yio:rk to b e d o~c 

c~'! ..· C. l'Jn~ liG't of improve~len-: !! ·~ c bo 
:-:.t,..., ' ~ ;) !l cx i~'!.:'n~ structure::.. ~~ls.o) e.. 
t: ~.-- 1.):-- i 3 i~~iS E..s ~ort;:!el'1t of r.E;"X t: C~:­

t;~~U(; t io:'"! j 01:: S e.; 

0~c of ~h~ ~ir&t p:roje: 'os t a ssei 
i ~ ; t : .s S-2s..oe0s' l ap s ;;1&8 C :1 str u c't i o:.1 
of ;:,. .55- :: : - 3CO-:oot exte~;"i:,,, t o a."! 
:-'- : l- :: rti'~ as s.:;.r.c ly and . r epair b:.lilci ­
J...l"; ;unO!'1G O'L i~Ur kn'otty' a5p~~t s of 
T.h~-t job t::=.. s the de sigr:ing of - 5 - £00-:' 
ti.~ ,_ 8 !, "tn:5S 0 3 t.o suppert t.ho roc: , 
bu:::' t;'~e 5eabee s ~r~ tllS enti~e IJTO ­
j o ~ '" :il:i:.:hod :'n 27 day:;. 

':lit }: the battla lL:2s racedbg 
.:!.:,; ;s-:' :-.·;:rd, tC£e d anger of a n eo;: c.t t c~: 

on ':' e a!' l :-!E1rb or grew negl i gi 1 - , an:! 
'::..0'.: it \1& 8 ti'-::G to rc::1ove sc:~~ & 0:' t h e 
d. "' : 'e:y:so ":;erks t!H~..t clutt0l"'eC :;-"01':1 Is-
2. ~".i 2.~.d took "..lp precious sp a~.... . Tl: ~ 
:-': ::.:"ci. srs got tl16 t ha.nkless cnere c:'" 
': 1 ~i;~8 c.-:"!2:.j a nu:'7~oer of ht3~T'", 

. c :'::~f c-rc sd CC!iCrete revet:!: 4r:(. 3 t;~e.~ 

l :"' :1. SQ. -:'h0 c.ir3t:-i? A :i::,:~ l C!"S":! 9 
~~ s~.?'..z j'·!':c..:~ it8 a::.d a t ·:JO- t c ;. s:-:ul J.. 
c. u:.;r.o :- ~, d cr::c 2. is:led /;,0 o.f t~ 0 !~ Dl 
:~ , ::-.:~ ::.rj ,(!~}~ G 9..!'!o cor:vc:~t.;.~ t: e ~iJ~ ·r is 
-:~ _ .....Lr;!'=::.d ·,:; f:' ll. 

7 h 8 ~ odc..b0 ·:".3 ·:Jere al '.·;2.~;"S __~ ew2 :f -to 
''' ~': J r.::: o(l~ j o~s.. One of ~:-..G c d esi 
I. . ~_: t ~!o h~-'r~r-Ui1 . i;;.stullc::.t:'on of all 
~!~ ~ Jr ior iittings O~ t'.70 o.c e'l " 1'oi rl~ 
iJ..·~· ':" n:t io!l ~\;.pply berg·c s, i!:1/c l r in. 
'\'/ ":" r~r1.g , ~hc.lv i .g , r sfrigera~ io t: , :. :..:.d 
pl ~c:"r.s of a c-:if:-leg cr&.Y.c O!1 de ~ ~. 
~·,·:o{" ~:i·::1t; d~y 'l:'!.c2 nigtlt, ~i:ey fi! .l ed 
-:.h::. 0_ dB!" in 11 d~ys. :ur th r·.t f~::!.t, 
-:'::1,:] )' ,,',r€!-'e 1. 2.tcr cc:-::.m5 i.-~d(; d OJ' L. gr~t ,~­

:1..:1 :'i.._ . : .irCJ.l~ i.-,ho ciie'cl the valli=.bli: 
rol L: t i1~ b~~8S ~)1a..;te3 itl au!)_ ~rt Gi 
a :>J:·..'~d c.rtS2.. op~ratio~ s..::or.:. o.f t .3'C 
:i. !':.G ScL:J;ec6 fixed t~t)w up_ 

~"~.not c; r sni~ j ob 'iIUS tb.0 i::i 5tell­

~t ::"""l: cf Dbct":'Bcn" dc3C ::S il1 -:.:l~c Li.S .. 

'"'oJ_. - - . - ~',C- :•• - ,.... i., .;.' . J .... "":~· .... . ~ - : :--:- ·u .. ... :'_ ~" ~ 
i:! E.:tC 60, O..JO o:>nrc. ,. E:..;; c r c. v _. "s. 
~ :::.i " c I :~:\'; qa3..i"" te r s ~L:i ! '~ (:ad 5 IC,:" -:':"i C 

~:."'~;:} ':;c; r e i ns : r:.l,.. .:; :..: , ar,c: c.ll 
;:.:.i cc;:·.~ letE:, :i in i .:-·;2 ' : .f03~: S . 

Those &.1'0 only :: !..r,,)lc,s 0: t.::: 
y;or ~: ci::- r:c by tho o:-:;;:,·;;ct:.c :i.cidc, ,3 ;', 

"') ..," ~Otu.d Yorci 151 ~ ;c ~ Ira ~! :url~i oi- '1. 

f et: cth r~ f t he y r EiD· Ji lt .:.r.d d o ~·.Jlc~ 

-:; :-:e: i' ~ cd i~'. cc.p a.city of 3. lnrgc c:iv ­
il i~·. c!ll", i e ri(;:., rec :_· gL,n:';~oci. t;~c; ~t ­
1:ic~·. l a.u!':i ~'f'y 50 th2~t, e-:; ~'.-ica -;;2'::: C'l -~ 

fro~ 10 days to thre~, con Btruc~~ i 

l":'lc.r<w.t ion building f er ',;a ' es ( :::.d 
never 0ven got to s e (~ tte f ~tur o oG­
c up c.r.t s) , d o s ::'gn·.:::d. ~,d Duil1: Q..."l ,;:! :': - . ' 
tcr.i or f reight . E;lev 2.. ~ ~or E!1,:-!.f-t ,!' r;; ;::- n 
l c-.rge S!10P '14 t ::~··ouildiYl~ L~._ ir,s~ a11et: 

e l~ ra:to'r ru"~d mf!.cniner-Ye . 

, . 
Li:'o on Ford Is:' [c:;d ~':" :r..' t .9... _ 

·, .'0r :\:. i' e r the S c ab a L5~ T>.-? ...c~:t:.rn 
::-.ov i c thov.:tt::r, c, (: ~p ite t l-, 1} .1 . : ' 0:' ­

;',:..1 ~ t .y the.t 130;::"'(;.!:w 5 dra:..neci . -;;:1;'; 
~·:.t':'cnce of t~i. E; c.t:.d: :.cr,e ,- -, pro;~-=:..d£1 
::: 2...~~.... d ive:r t ing ev(:;n:.ngc . T::t! 0 '.: 3:'" 
g~dQ11 \:J~ ' t a b &d . !;Jlec e to ki ll a 
fer:i h!}:. ~ $ • . A me..l'l hS;.c- h is c!10ic.6 O! e 
v ar i oty' oi" sports - [.o.z· d l, . :l.s:< ~ ·t ­
'-:.11:, f eo tb all , softball , bo'::1 in · , 
tG .. ::is, he.ndb cll, s'.7im:ni ng. ;:' aso ­
·o-al tc~ organizod bJ t ..: .:.idt.rs 
wad ::; quite a n :::r.4 f; for .:.tsel f i.= ~":~ 

die :-:0 1.;1 circle B c..nc. ':, OUI: U.!l tlh) 
£ a50n by 'i.:inninE t 1 ~. ch~ _.pion 5;-:i~t o~ 

7 Ci ~d I 51 r:.nd. • 
E" Dry-5:'xth-d~y lib~:--t.i(;s i:2d. i~ 

_c Ds i ble to enjoy ~h ~ v~~i~d ~it ~~~­

't i ;:: !~::: ' ,o?l.olulu and i"s - !':!iron ~ :t:!d 
t c o i"fer.. \~.J.ilc i ki 3eu.ch) Di :.:r.:'_ia 
:ea:. , Kc.u K2.u Corn c:!' and ~l ,:i e 
otl ~r .... c:~1ilicr place n an l~5 ;:::cre : 0 :) .. 

old E:; ' l~i'f to ttc ~~bEr-t~f ~~10"Jr. ' $,. It 

http:n:::r.4f
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,, . 

'.:C!-:: ,· ...2 '~!'S ~:i: ~-:. e...t at the v/ro 19 :.n6le 
~~.... , .:':1 SF se~ s hb, his Ii· e:-ty ::Lt' 

li~~~3 to be· pau~ 
r'ro:n t ~"i~ ir "ii~,taGe paint i t. t;-.o 

r.c;''-~~::· ::Jf jus '~l i r: ;; Pee.:-l riarbo r , '~ he 

R::.i(~ :-,3 SD..~:: :'.13.n~" s t :.rring c:a. :.pt :-6 of 
:' i"':.€: P~ci r.·ic .. e..... be..::;i. tc T..!.n f old. . 
:; r c.:=:t sh~~) s of t ~~ e :fleet gat ;·.€r~d a t 
-:'h(~ :;'r ycry do~~ste~ iE p:-~ ~<'l :r z.:' i. on 

f r r:. e"~; 3tr i ~\: c: - ') e.-"1d i -; \'J e.~; c...l \·.~ £..:;s 

p l3.i :1 to . cee ·:.'~:~n anoth er in-'1" si D;: 
0,j '. : !'_ '..ll1C Br H ·,':a ::i. i!1 the r.l8.k i :-:g: . fnd 
-;:[:cl1 P!:Es i dD Et ?-.c o8ev01t c~e to d :' s ­
~ ~ r; ..; h igh 64. ' e tegy ':l ite his &er:e :-- e~ s 

ar:ri aCL·: ir e.ls , t ~ Seabees l""~ ad a :rl:- :'"t-:' 
S 5il t t o '::~'it~~e E: S his arrival aboard 
L L1€ c r :':'.i 3c:r B r.!.- -t i ,i:t1cre. 

cn:.:·: 574 a c quired sorr.e !1.e',·: f ec es 
atl .. ·l o :.:t ·3 0.:: e old. one s .c.t,r !.ng -:!": s 
~~'.)rrt f"!s 2.t i)e e rl Ea r:jor. ..:ost of thc 
r: -:·.: i:c ~;_:is :"ti ,,:·n c ':,rer 0 _.E:rl who !::ad 
Co::, ·:: thr~u6h C&.rcp Pe ary ir'i t~. e l ::;:~c 

: cil cf 19·13 er.:l. i1..:.d sni ;J ped. 0 ·;':' in ::l: 

:;' l :"P :~ .:~: i_' v_ i~t. But t i1e !:c:r:- -;;0. 5 

C(); ;:1 ;: :; ':.r ell e.g~,i~ Gt the J apJ, th~ 

2': ~ :t: ) :' 0:: ~i r bv" :;:" ;:~G 5 :: f ai l ed t c c o~ .. ... 
up t o c;'~!J s ct C.t i O ::: 6 , a:1d. OO::l!: ' ~Uen~ _ :{ 

?:...:- t 0: t he y,;, r scm',f:l ',:a 5 tr arl -l' t:r :-ed 
La !·..::;,:ulc.r S C'~oe3 oti.tfi ts. Oih~r 

~~~c c~ , ~ ~~ 0 574 vcrs ~6n f resh frc~ 

:·:a:.'Y t ~" ~"'.iYl in8 c nr.·.ps . It ',-:asn't :or.g 
be: r C' 2~:1 t~"'~ e !lc ':; ~riva::'3 \7(; !'"e '!:o s 
+'r. .... ­... 1 . .. .. 

; :: :.:.:- t03 r Ir: -:!:i0.a:-S. 
Sw::t: ~r .'. ::'..d. ~"ad ec! i nto !'['....'l 1 !Jlfi 

f ::J..l ·~ .:::: s ~~C·l.:.t to ~ ,,:,":!e ':. to.y tc ·:· :':~ter 

( t~:~u~~! :: :~t'. '.: 0 " · (;, ! ! C -I0!' ~ av'C k::~·.. _"! i ·t 
~. , ':' -:h - ut t t c c.i n of a C:;.1 0::dar fo:." 
~:-_ 'J ·::~:!.t~·! (.; :- ~.T~ S ~:.l":.c.y s tho s ~::-:t;) ·~ : :-: ..:r.. 
::.. -C '::;.:. 5 ~ t:t:d. 'J. ~ll ~· r (Jvt: ~:..l e ;:; t :1:::'-:' t.f.e 
:1"2.i:i~ ~ -' '.}£' l"e e ..::r;_!' : : ~E..!.- ~~ed :'or C!"_ '.; -: r.~r 

G. ': C : ~1'·i':-. C; ::,! "!:. • _ .~:. [;. pl &ce c ~l~ c:l "' '' :1:-:9­
·~C~: 2: .: ::':2 d, i t \,.'- :::,~ :' aid . . i,,",",::; ,:!. 

~ l~l~: :,'·~£..~"e e~ ~o t·:-d tnet c!'!n :.(,;::c ·: ­
" . ~~:~ .. -S ~-..: of t '~ e :-:C !1 c"/o-::' (;:"1 ';1 !'.\;"Q!~ 
0:" :..7 Q !': r: .:. t 0n, r.:j l..iC~ l~es .·nc': i-::5 _ C:C~-· 

,t iO l: . 

g:- :-:.;:?1:,.- :CincJ.l:: .5~")ott€cl i~ on 
~. l:l ~t ~ ~= ~st ~j: i~ ~cd th&t 

.:: ;;. :;, $i -: ';' "lt (.~ 717 :::.irli.!'1G :~1il s s :::0 ,.' -: 1;­

'::c ::: t v I" : :cr:::J:!.l..::: '. i. . Furth t;;; r ·':'':: S ',:.rC!".
a 

:.i ?~~ c -:'~ -:r ~: t:·_i:~~ l"1au ~E.8 r. -G f'.J:O :""". O·{C; :):i 
t !:::; ~i :''::i y c...YJ. '1 ~C r!~,~(;r-tGd. :'nt o :.i ~t - . :-­

S't:'L:' :' 01: S I;7' C ~al y -ear s bac~:. ;': ~::,.... 

l-:.C.t :i \'; e:re ~-:':...i:_: Jo!'.;. n s tO!: ';1 .;:... :' ·f:.r '/ " 
VGr :,' s ·:.cll,. "Y~:i it '4, ':"5 abo1..i.t~ : i ~ o-

I t::tf.::l Co plcce CoS one could -fi r.:: !:J.. ~. ­

·.. l:c r-:: :"!1 :'ho Pacii'~::. 
T!-~IJ de;D1. ~:::'. ~ s i mple. Th o ():1-t.~_ r(; 

po!"<- o ~ ~:e l of CB1.:lJ 574 ·Gould t d e 

jcos ", ;i t~ ~ · ~ .. e p rs o. nel oi '~ - ... ./,,/, 

'i.he '::c ~" Q ro ~! r/i i~.; out c.. f·..i11 y e.:l.1 '
 ft 

Johr.. ~,.' tO :-1. ?hl~ U!1it :1umb ,$:Os ~J .~ 
• 1 

equip!!. ", ~· t. ·.:o·J.ld r 'J;:;i ~:..n \ ":' ,;·re t :~..:::.:/ 
\'!e r c t T~"!.e tr ""!l'!.sfc!" ':;as arr a!\ ~':c. :' C"-:­

h U!llZL.'1it ~, iau ::-easons. To k eop a "~ ::':1 

on. (;. !"oc:, like Johnstc:1 fer mor €: t> :..::. 
a y8~r ':: auld have been quiv:!le::-':; 
so;~ ·. e of the old Orientr~ to;:-":' ~ c; 

' tricks one re::ds about - 3~IC;1 as ;c.l ­

lGr.' i~g drops !)f ';iater to f~ll upo~ 2­

man's h cc.d \l..YJ.·;il he -\',or:t cut of i.t. 

Tr. 3 aaide~s sailed to Jo~~stc~ i~ 
t'i.'O s~cii0ns. half .the unit ar:-:: ::'11'; 
on C~1.r:' stm3.s ~ D::;;..y u.."Ki the· other ~-.~ :' f 
mor6 t han a l"J')nti1 l1.:.tcr, Oll ?eln··..la:·Y 
3, 19t,.5. :act;" g!""oups f;lG..Ci~ t h~ t ::-- i 
aboard th e; U.S.S. Pa.Y1e.y , Q. 2,:'-: :' :" ..; 
c a r 60-p -Z1 ::scnS'3r ·lc- sse: thut '.'Ins r·e ..... 
r:lar:tab le for its ~i)il ity to rc:!.l -J',c 
p itch ::..t."1G ~::":. o ~..d:, t t:rn ~ ac k - l _ i? ~ 
ev en. \'I'•• ~ G.n th. e ::':S::l :~TD.~ r E: l £·.t :.:: ':! _y 
c.:il::r: . For. t~ :; S€l l : ~"". O t.-;c r er. 't t oo [~ ck 

.~l.c. '::::' 0 d.,id r. t t mind tae lct;:: 0: ':J _~ :. (. '~ ' 

room, it -.-:~s c.. plcG.s ::r.t ar. o l_l .];:1 .,; 'J.y ­

age) l~=~ing t_:r a ~e~k . 

sontingc ~t, L~. ~ipp i:-:: :) t ·~ 

t ur~:. ,..::1 th·:- cor.: r.:x:d o~ t he unit 0·C: C ~" 

to h : s 0x~ cu~ivc officer, r :~~~ 

N. Sti :"" ~·:.':" t , ~ ;d dcp "2.Yi cd for c. ~ G" -. 

c.:. ssig!1!:c.n~ t !1l:t ';i :! 5 -to t :!l:0 iii:,_ -:.:" 
O l: i!:a.~·:C!. ::...s offi.car-ir.-~~l~_~ g€ c: .... - ' , . . 
624-. 

The ~~ide~e' j ~b en Zoh~stcn ( ~ ~ ~ 
its t i ny Guouro, Sc..::'ld ::sl ~·,d.) "}:.-: 
rt:...Yl -:' h ~ pu~_ic 1't'Oi ~~ 5 d0 'a :"'t!::o~t ::·f 
tho .1 :c..V:ll \.i r Ste.."t. io~. This i ~_"o:" ·o/ d 
op0r~t il:~ t he · vori0u~ ~t ~l ity' 2sr ­
·vic cs su -: h 0.5 ·: o.te r G..!"ld el~c-: ri"';ll 

cyst~~:n G, !=- '&!"""i'ori:lin g CO!1struciion C'...: . (~ 
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:"~ ~"t~~ __ ; ·,,;." ].. o:..}~ i:!-_.; :J ·.J;?1 ~" :;h!.?2, 1..••~J. 

~, :1:__ ':: ~'.~ : G ~. ~: .. ...~'.c rc·.;,.;:; oth(lr T' 01;ti:~ .~ 

: ::' ~.. t):---: '~1- , !:: .,C 2.\.... "" C l,.l:/on tho e:i'ic::' Gn"t 
i ·t:. _::. ',; i · :~ :_ ~'.g cf '~h€ air statio~". .~ ... 
l'(;; . lc>ci ·t :H:. :::.:' t ~; ".wi c oruort 'J: r.·;:.­
c. :".::L. : ,:f -;: :--"'.l: s - P t-..c i :-i-: ~ir tr a., _ :,, ~ :."' ~ 

.l. : J-.J. _" "t.::e ~r ·.-;a'j t::J a,.V)d fr n:.n - ~ l':: 
f C'r ·'-::--.~~ Q.:...... : a s n 

x·t ·:;S;.3 a r:~ull aS5ignrr:e~t, no 
t." ;·. ~ ::: · ,::..v 'C_ :.:.. ot:."t it 9 Conf :'r... ~d. ··;Jc ek a:­
't.:.- r ·.. ·;; c; ~: ~..nd mo: ~t !;, c...fteT i"!:lonth ~0 [!. 

1. ',G - LC :":': S F !2, ~ ...: of c o:"::0.. in the rr.i/jd l -e 
0:' ~ (,'- ' :". (. r ~ ~ ~.. .. _e . ::.:'" . er s f~Uj:.i ~f: e~,::­

l'e~. :~ ~ r ~~ ba a~ ;t :~~_ g but s pi c ~~ J ~ 

~ ~:"; : ...:-.::-:." ci :.r.! :-; it :;}rget t:1~t t :1E:- !!':~:: 

:. ~... :'i: :::: f ,:; ..v. :·1 0l ~ :; 2. 1 ° 0 :dles to tr."" 
\': t. .:r:, ':: ,j :-' (:~:~t 112.v:I.~ 1 ~ ru .. / ~::'cr.i Cj eit i1­
-:-:- , D C : .. _ ~ ~' d iu ·L·:e i r . b ~st to be=r 
-:.>.{: :' .;ol ~· _ iO~1 :'.1T.C: t~-l(! lc:~.:.o :i!1 c.s s .:: : ~L 
::::. :~·.:' r~i~~-..l'":". of 6Ti "'li r-g 0 

O;~c of t::~ 11~dG s-:, th~71g S to g et 
~2 r. . ~ -::: 0 ~:::1S ti!~ 1.l0~!:"l:g biz-as -:.~ ;1~ cn 

r.;'~.L. !: JO!r:~ s~ on ti1'3ir su;~.r::e r ~cad q ~';-f!it ­

erz .. Sa i d to be ~ ~Dri~ty of petrel , 
t: e ::;e ~~ rOZG crsaturcs fil~ ed t ns 

~i~ ~ith their ~e ird repertoire 
of !?lo c...'1 :S, ·:;.;rils ~d GOaS th~.:t sOT..:..nGec. 
l i~'3 S t1 fij et ~~iYlf; out of O-Ylother -;:0Tld ­
l:'~:(, :::. c::G:: :.t5 of lost souls, pcrh c.? ~. 

,-!c:.r: ::,t ·"' !: ~O.3 s css(,d SO!:;8 Y"!at :1r o.2. 
:l.~ · r' ;;.:!t!.l"'; o s ti: c:.t t:;(! Se[.;.b ces d :' - :.-1 ~t 

o·,. ~: ~-12 a .: a ~0 !," t ~~83C; :-.'!:o lit:ed ::-::i::l­
~ =_ :, .; ~ t>_2 sk y - b : U0 \":c.t €r of tho 
1· ... .r.~-. ~-:, t j : r.:.' ~""'~ !"' -:' : : ';' ::! si ;_0'3 of ,.... .~ 
:. l __:~ : "..' 2.: ~ c:.e:2. it;ft-:.. T !10 !""8 

:-- ..: -.c! ~' b(;c..::~"/ o :':-C ':' h e ger:tly-s ... o. ir.~ 
~ " ,_:. :. ....: ..., r'--::::- oeC.c a. sat i s e.c':" c !"'j" 
c '..: ;:-..;-:. it·J~ ~ . Oth0::' popular pr..s-::'!!:cs 
\,.... :- ': c ~:: ...:. (.! C :.:.~1g en l Is ~or:6 t .e 
:-·_-:",~ s :'!:..:.I~ 3u!""'rc und tho i s l c...'1d ~d 

1 0 J:: ~ r: -:." t.:.-: the r:ltlgic, ~ic r::a-:'er 
:C ~ ll U ~~- th ~~ugh ~iying masks. So:::o 
!~. l- l: " -:-~ ,. ~L. t,~l ·; i:- l ·=..; i stl.!"(! t i !ne fishing 
- ~:d ::.. f r:: \.l CO:; C!l r:anagvd to c a :c!l 
__ b:~ a ~.:. o !""!C':i i'::.l1d -t h€~:. 

E'J~ ___'y -lcbtJ::ing ·;;c.s a f~v o~ i te ­
~;:(~ !"' ·... ;.:.. '..:~i,_.:-::.ti·ro - '.:.'2..y 0::.... rc.s s i ~:Z .~ ::~ 

-: :..: 1:: . l~::'::·: :'n::; kr..ifc !:aJ~C: les, ~' c.:'1 ::;:{ 
?: c::..; ::; , T U~-;~, ~:'.r~ ·-: s '::.:1 "'~ tIle li k(; 7;:'. 5 

~i ,~ = . t ~ )':.:'J. t~·~c: Se::::!:-cc·s' 2...l1 gy, [....!1C 
~ . .\ :'::., ·;;:.... s ·:::.1·;::::l 3 c.. GO':ci !:1.:::r ~9 t ~'!:'J !,p;; 

:'.: .".. 11' : .- -~c:.l ~::tC::l .:--.c:.:oe :-"s of ~hc co;::·· 
~';' I..'_: ::' ';.. ~'' ' ' ·=· ~~S t~d ici"' a.:t ~;':~)lJrts '::Lr e 
:.o:"c t ,~ ~';'':~:':! ~-:o ~~·..: ::'.:::..:::y [:. f :::t . ~:.~. Yj 

':L ~ .. !'" :- ':';' :' ; ~C. .'"!t il l.s pro:i"ts frc;: t !'-.c :':-­
\.- ::~.!"i o"l:. :. ~:; s .:·;·::; cicl ti.e3~ 

ot·:..!:.c. , of c c ursc, -t~Gre 

'leu g .:!.!·'de:r. C:..!:.cl ~ l-:e :''1ovie h~l to 
~~~ l? ~ ~li0vo the monotony. G!:e could 

t;?1 

-"-" ' - - " ' 

ff:/..:•. · .:If%~~~r~I~~f~

!. 

~~t, 
I 1~i/ 1¥ f· If ! : :·\~~' .;; ·~.(·:';:-.f,K·~ ..;\.~:>:.} ,~ :.:, 
/--;-;:-.- ~~7:-\ " S~~~~rfqbft'il~'·~: 

.:/~//:':':' ' ..:.:~~~ l'5i\f!:'----- : ~~~~I.,.:t.:~:~ .;. :. :.~::~:~ 
. ':.~ < I~-~ " " ~... ,;•• •.• ",;ft)Ji>; ". [;.. , ';" \.•; .... t· :·1·:·' /" .;:...~;' . ..~ -'r ...", . ' ' . l~I'-;. i-lJ" ... u.-i.··· ,.. • .. .. . 

':, : ['"::,,~. '\il ..' ,: :1r'!;l"·"'"r:-t.~:" k! ~:-- t';~ .;~ . :_'i;- .~<:.
;",1· iiI:' ,'" '1'·1.. ,;., ';~:I'A'7: ) \... ~.,. : ;c I·· .. ,.; ,:: ._ . ­
" , I I;' _ ':;J,/ ' . .......,.',,-/ -1-'.:.." •.• . - : -: .:.•..
1' " ',.,.,. .. I •... ~""""'-'~I r ..,:/.. 

h~lilil!W"·"iT . t,: - ·· 1
"Good 5: ;" . !, - i r r.l'{ t;,-" 1 ~ 1'> d -:·,<!t I

I , oJ" hol~ ~~t .'-;-- ~- ..... t 

;:0m:-l.mdvrL ,ound cr...::;-Jber - on n 'r.---:-- _~ 


Qvc!":ing ~l!d net only ~ee c. Sl10W but 

enj oy Co Turki sh c-c.th ['.s ",cll. 


The i sl -,_,:;' b 0~stcd one 511.!1;!"' tUQ;;'s 

plc~~t:.re sP:Jt: the officers c l T...2b. 
The SOC.CC8S built. it a.G. l e tar h~ 
the privileg e, if they 50 dcsircd, c~ 

(ld;!lirin~ t :H,ir h::ndL:ork - fro:;; r. re­
spectful diEt ::;];CO. 

With pCE:ce t,::o months old ::.!1Q dc­
;i;obilizc:tion g<.:tting uIider::<..y in oc..r­
nc·nt, ca:.:u 554 is' f::.·.st shri!"~kir:S ~·::~.~r 
to not i: i !lg . By ?Jov€Jibcr 1 it is e~:­
pect ed th~ __-t the unit -. ~·ill be forr:::.::..l:~­
inc.ctiv c::' ed. Ti:c.t ~.:o1..i.:!'d be ex ~·.c t l/ 
t ·,:o yCc:'s si:-.co t:,e 
fir s~ hrol..!.~ht t06cth~r 

of ~hG 21st S~per. 
';;hc_t ·:.'ill il'..:p J cn to t~e r:;~n ·:. h c 

c.re l c ...·t on J'; o"lc!~-Jer 1 is :::"Ylybod' 
s·:.a;ss. But it is every~ody' (3 h02J c 
th ~·.t c..l l ;;,' ill e;o :'10~C ~t lO2..s t f o r _. 
30-d. ::y 10;/:,:/0. Th,) r.1c..jorny of t;tC 

men -:; ':'11 h :\vc: beE: !1 o·/"rsec.s ne :.rly 2( 
mO!1ths by then. 

In ::.J\y Gve nt, it UD0ecrs f :,.ir:" :;· 
cortc.i:!'1 t!,_ ,:!.t Johnston I G1 ,:·.!1cl soc;: 
~:: ill bE.; L:. closod chft~-tcr nS f:2.r c.~ 

the R~id. Grs ere concerned. ''vith ~l~ 

its GOcj, points 810 its b::.e. - i t::: 
idccl cl irr. ..tc c.r:d itz r.lo-:-.nir:g b:':-d _ , 
=-.ts opcn- ~.i:- sno';i(l!"S ::..~~d. its 
\.·uter, i ts <:.:'.~:.r i~:.for!!::::l:'ty 2..r:.C! i -C :J 

- . .­10Gg C~D~ l ines - life on t.I O r._!"1 S -:·, ("~: 

!--~2..G been 3. ~:.':!::.o r :J: Ie expi)!"iE'"~~c~. 

For ·:i A ~~t the F.c.ici'3r5 C.CC0l !::; :!" j.sL:~ :' 
:"n :!orld ::;":.r II DC ~c.d ;.:l s 1.... .-.;,~: ·~ bec :: 
:::.:L.rded . ';11 ..; :; ci in the so!"t of 
th- .t ·.--:-:..:.r r:~~"..t s nc, h e:.:..::il ines. I t 
U!lS) CC~2..cul:..:: , dull c.!'!:i 

&rue ll :~~:gtl Sut ~he j'.)'o ·.~: :~S r:{;-ce3s:-,,:~ :: 

~ci 	 tl'l(:' ~' did it ',::011. 
Thc.t is -:-;h c..t CO'...l.n-t,s. 

http:f::.�.st
http:plc~~t:.re
http:lc:~.:.o:i!1c.ss


CONfIDENTIAL 

CORRECT::!) ITIl'lER.\H.Y OF CO!ISTRUCTICll BATTALION MAINTENANCE UNIT #554 

10 !Jov 1943 - Tran3forred from Oemp Peary to ABD, Port Hueneme. 

15 Nov 1943 - 4~riycd ABD, Port Huene~e. (Date given i8 approx~te) 

1 Jan 1944 OP Depart~ ABD, Port Huoneme. 

11 Jan 1944 - Arrived Johnston Island. 

Dec 1944 
Jan 1945 
Feb 1945 - Peraonnel of CBL~ 554 eLd CEMU 574 oO\changed during 

theca three ~nthg. 

13 • ug 194·" coo CD...m 554 still located John~r~on Islend. 

. -~'-. - . 

..-.- ':" 

CERT!FIED COn.~CTI 

D .~j. STrt1IC'IT, 
Lt., CZ:;, tiS' ;R ) 
Offic:lr ill C!:i..ge, C3:~U 55 A 
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