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Information 



O:BMU 521 


NOTO - Peary 
AnD - Gulfport - Hueneme 
Ready Date - 10 Oct 143 
Left ABD ~ 11 Nov'43 
Location - ••g"'~ ~)J98i 

~ 
9- 1-43 - ONO order. transfer of OBMU 521 about 4 Sepl43 to .A.BD Gulfport. (ONe conf . disp_ 

from TONO to Pear" 011511 NOR 8822 1XKa dated 1 Sep'4Z) 
10-14-43 - CBMU 521 arri'Ved Hu.eneme from GulfT>ort 11 Oct '43. (Rest. Disp. 140455 NCR 35480 

trom Hueneme to addressees dtd 14 Oct'43) 
11-15-43 - CBMU 521 embarked 11 No'V'43. (RED) 
2- 3-44 - 1 Jan'44 report of CBIID 521 - Arrived ~t Tu.lagi 3 Dec'43. 
3-11-44 - 1 Feb' 44 report of OBMU 521 - operating at Tulagl. 
5- 8-44 - 1 Mar'44 report of OBMU 521 - operating at Tu1ag1. 
5-13-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of OBMU 521 - operating at Tulagf. 
6- 6-44 - 1 May'44 report of OBMU 521 - operating at Tulagi. 
7- 4-44 - 1 Jun' 44 report of CBMU 521 - operat ing at Tulagi. 
8-16-44 - 1 Jul'44 report ot OBMU 521 ... operating at Tu1ag1. 
9- 6-44 - 1 Augl44 report of CBMU 521 - operating at 'l'u1agi. 

10-10-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of CBMU 521 - operating at Tulagi. 
11-17-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of OBMU 521 - operating at Tulag1. 
li:3-28-44 - 1 Novl44 report of CBMlT 521 - operating at Tulagl . 

1-11-45 - 1 Dec l44 report of CBMO 521 - operating at Tulagl. 

Location - ~ CBMU 521 

.-20-45 -- CJ3MU 521 is located at Tub.gi.(Cliffi Tulagi Sec. - disp to Comseronsopac 042208 dtd 4 
Jan '45). 

2-13-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of CBMU 521 - located at Tulagi. 
3- 5-45 - 1 Feb'45 report o£ CBMU 521 - located at Tulagl. 
~ 3-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of CBMU 521 - located at Tu1agi. Base to be "rolled-up". 
1-2-45 - 1 Apr l 4,5 repor' ot CBMU 521 - located at !u1agl. 
5-15-45 - 1 Mq'45 report ot CBMU 521 - located at Tulagl. All hands are engaged in "roll-up" 

program. t" 
6-9-45 - CBl4U 521 indnded in list of units earmarked end ready later but no destinations 

aS8~ed. (Comaopac sec disp 290535 Mayl45 to Comservpac) 
6-21-45 - 1 Junl~5 report of CBWJ 521 - located at Tulsgl. 
6-27-45 - OBMU 521 a'Vailable on 1 Aug t 45 . (Comsopac sec disp 250416 to Cincpac!Poa p) 
7- 7-45 - OBMU 521 alerted for early move to Okinawa. (Comservpac see disp 040059 July to 


Comsopac) 

7-16-45 - 1 Jul' 45 report of CBMU 521 - located at Tulag1. Engaged in roll up work during 


Junt 45. 

7-26-45 - On approx 25 Jul t 45 detach OBMU 521 from present duty. Proceed and report to 


OomOonBtTroope 10th Arm1 for duty. (OomseronBopac Sec Spdltr Ser 00838 dtd 16 July 

to on Tulagl). 


~-15-45- 1 Aug'45 report of CBMU 521 - located at Tulagl. CBMU 521 was alerted fDr movement 
on 7 Jul t 45 and are awaiting further ordera. 

j-23-45 - CBMU 521 deta ched from duty at NAB, Tu1agi. \ihen directed by proper au~hority 
RrgC!~dA~ ~g~dooi£~si5 ofg8~sOB~tg2t,~y· (Comdr. Naval Base , Tulagi Sec oruers 



-- --

Location 

10-17-45 

10-22-45 

10-24-45 

11-15-45 

12-13-45 

1-2-46 

1-10-46 

1-14-46 

1-14-46 

3-1-46 

- Okinawa CBMO' 521 

- CBMU 521 reported to CNCT. Okinawa on 28 Sent 145 &will further report to 8th Brig. 
for duty. (Comdr.NavalConst.Troops, Okinawa 8ec end ser 00580 dtd Z8 Sept'45 to 
OinO , CBMU 521). 

- 1 Oct'45 report of CBMU 521 - located at Okinawa. Report via 17th Reg. &8th Brg. 
Thil repor~ allo coverl the 1 Sept l45 report which was not previously submitted. 
CBMU 521 embarked from Tulagi 14 Aug'45 & arrived Okinawa 23 Sept'45. 59 men 
transferred under the present point system. 

- CBMU 521 reported 28 Sept '45 to 8th Brig. Further report to 17th Reg. for duty. 
(8th Brig lec end ser 00129 dtd 29 Sept ' 45 to CBMU 521). 

- 1 Novl45 report of CBMU, 521 _ located at Okinawa. Report via 17th Reg. & 8th Erg. 
43 men transferred to U.S. for discharge under the point s,ystem. Arrived Okinawa 
23 Sept'45. 

- Officers & men under the command of 17th Reg. are reassigned to 37th Reg. (8th 
Erg . conf It r ser 0:321 dtd 20 Novl45 to 9th. 86th. 135th CBs & OBMU 521). 

ONOB, Okinawa~~~ects Oomservpac to release CBMO 521 on 25 Jan146. (CNOB,Okinewa 
diep 30232~o'1fomservpac). 

- Cbmaef-v.;ac reqs NOB, Okinawa to inactivate CEMU 521. (Oomservpac dis 072145 Jan 
146 to NOB, Okinawa). 

- OBMU 521 ~rted to 37th Reg. on 21 Nov'45 . (OinO, 37th Reg. 2nd end . ser 1836 
to 9th, 86th & 135th OBs & DBMU 521). 

- CBMU 521 directed to r9port to CNCT. Okinawa for duty . (OinC, 8th Brig. l~t end. 
dtd 8 Dec l45 to 86th & 125th CBs & CBMUs 521 & 533). ~~ 4/oS?' 

- CBMU 521 inactivated 28 Jan 46 at Okinawa. (Dlrwestpacdocks con!. CB report 
of 10 Februar,y 1946) 

INACTIVATED 

- ...... " .. .. 
ON BOARD 

~ OFFIOERS ~ AUTHoRITY 

30 Jun'44 
 . 5 250 Recap.1 Aug'44 6 250 MoR1 Sep'44 5 250 MoR1 Oct '44 5 247 (Comsopac report - 1 l'Jov'44)
1 Nov'44 5 247 MoR 

1 Dec'44 5 248 MoR 

1 Jan'45 5 246 MoR 

1 Feb'45 5 243 MoR 
1 Mar'45 5 239 MoR 

1 APr l 45 6 237 Moll 

1 Ma¥'''5 5 236 BNP625 & II

1 Jun' 45 234 HoR 
1 Jul'45 230 BNP625 & R 

1 Augl45 6 215 
 BNP625 & R
1 Sept 145 210 BNP625 
3. Oct'45 4 153 BNP625 & R 

1 Nov l 45 3 III BNP625 & R 

1 Dec'45 3 470 BNP625 & R 

1 Jan 46 10 313 BNP 625 & R 


C.:B.M.U. '521 ( I,NACTIVATED)
------------- ._- - - - - -. 
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Tulog; Bound! •••• 

O N T H E ufternoon o f Suodu)' AuguM 21 , 19 13 the 7<h upernu lllera rr U. S. Nn\,:11 COIl Strucrioll 

tlarralion fell our lo r mU Slcr fo r the last rime. T he barrulion was on rh(' ma r h ~ Bur ir mo\'cJ 
nnl, from Olle camp area ro aoorhn, Hav in,!! c/ l';lre I a rra in in,1; a rC'~ rhe b"t.,lio n personnel well[ 0 11 

J long. lookcd.fur ren da)' I ",,\'c . 

Rt'(U rn i n~ ro Cam p Pea ry in earl y Seprcm ber, Company " D" that ",us fou nd itself .g:lIn 
qu .. rtc red in p latoon order, found rOO th" [he X 7 had ,·:.n ished inlO th in ai r, an,1 thar the compJ "Y 
was now known as C ll . 1.U. 51 1. and was m:lki ng rcaJ )' to move. 

uu nric,ss train musters. "Carr)1 the duffi(' bat; in the ri,c:ht hancl. Pur ic d f) Wn . face C35t, sa.tU( 
hi; holiness, left In(e , enter the ca r by pbcing the Id t h,,,,<1 nn the hUlld rai l. " T hl'5e insrruniorl> 
were vulu;,ble. Though we haJ been .l:l~t ing o n a nd off If. ins for )'l':trs, we had al w3)'5 put oursc,l ves 
111 the hu"ds fl f the pu rte r who ca rr ied us aboard , especiall )' a ft er foorbali sames, Fina ll )' ca rne 521'< 
(jwn " 0 " Day. anJ it mined. For some unmilitary rc:tson hUSSl'5 WNe suppl ieJ, and we rode ro rht: 
Pea r)' rai l road Marion in g rl'at style. Disl; rg ing from the bus cs we ",f:ain fel l in for r.rain muSter. 
This ti me we had. tr.in. LineJ up in front u f Pullmans borrowed from the p irol Limi[cd
ehey rea lll' wcre, we were lucky-we said g rim ly : "This is ir," an,1 ynchro ni, c,1 ou r watch", . 
SOlnL~"'C didn '[ srndHon i1.c. A Sh ip', Comp.",)' CPO ,r:lancin,r: '" h is trim w risr ,,·,ltch , ra cd madl), 
" I' and dow n i" front ,,( us, p3usc·d to remark : " 1 ius[ D O N'T u nderstand il. T he Captai n KNO\1VS 
eh:u sa ili ng ti one is 1300 . He houl d be here for his I,ecch: ' T h is burst of cmorion was repl ied t 
bl' a qu ite cal m C. &. O . conducto r, a man born nnJ bred in the tradi t ions of rai lruad ing, wh . wh ile 
.ilcerionatel), fnndl ing a huge pocket Walch, said : "Well , I don 't knnw anything about dUll , bur 
rhey've cle:' red the line for lI. i, . min at ON E P.M. Shc' lI ha,'c to lIlove chen or not at " II. " isib!y 
shaken Ity this {,() l11 l11cnc, the C PO sped away. A, rhe time apl'ro•• cheJ O NE P.•\\.-ur I,)OO-\\C ,~ " e 
rh" order [() .&;0 Jboard , .• " d so me of the mm,-s elltered thc train wi dlOu t ,!:ra>ping an I' r.ti\. , \ , 
I'r('<: isel y [he Zew hour the trai n moved slowl). oue whi le [he sI:\ tioo fo rce b:md played Ilneb!)r, 
.ill'cixb very l'l("lI y. 

T mi n-ride: Two J:I )'S rh roug h rhe Caroli nas , Georgia, Alahama. an ,1 into ~I ississi ppi. Even Oll r 
C.p irol Li m i[c,1 Pu ll mans rocked furiously o n • rna,lbcd laiJ Jown shonly after M r. She rman' 
Ltmous ma rch. H igh pa ine u( [he rrai n rid,,: : W e hall jusr left Peary when the brakeman announct',j 
chat Iral ), had surrendered. It was Septem he r. 194 '. 

ABO. G ulfport, Miss iss ippi. Here was undoubredly .he nicest camp (lrC:' we ever saw. Hcr~ we 
bu il t Quonser huts, ""d hCdfd \1V ill Osborne o n " Sport ig ht Bands." Hc re appeared Vol. I, No. I of 
ehe Glube N~It" . an adok'Scent fuur pag" sheer worthy of the Jones J unior H igh. /\ 11 thi s was d n" 
while we nW01 ircd fll(' return of rhe .gellu who hitd nor raken le'ave (rom Pc;,r},. T hese men reru r l\~L 
we broke all rceor,ls for che erccrinn of Qu o nsets. \1Vc would have broken our own reco rd were ir 
n Ol for an order ' ta ri ng rhat all construct ion wflrk wirbin [he (om inl'll c,.1 lim its would be done Ity 
civ il ians. So--wc wenr back to the comic o pera aspects of teft Face, R i,l! i1 r Face, To the Rear Hut 
I J\b r h i. ·.swell won che nod o f "pproval fn r his dcsi/:n for a uni r o:II-of·arms. 

o TOBER broughc more "sa ili ng orders: ' :lgain hy Pullm3 n. O ur luck beld , many u nit ,Ire''\ 
daj' (X,ch"s fnr a rr"nsconrincn r:ll Irip . A m erci fu l vei l m ust be ,I rawn ove r rhose ren or twd Ve 
wcc·ks we spent pass in}l th ro ugh Texas " nd Arizona. t ill , gaz ing at chat waste la nd was 3 wonderful 
,ndocHinarion (ourse for li fe 0 11 Island "X " . U ltim!l(c\ Y we carne aga in ioro ci vilizarion, and pu llcJ 
in.o thar suborh of Porr I-.l uen~me , Los Angeles. Seabee, hod :d ready cx hau reJ . he resources of [hl' 
Suu thern P~h.: i t'c Ra il w;l >" ~ c:ul1un issary so we went "ashore" tu .I inc as bU l'StS of ,~ l r . f'rcJ H3. rve~'. 
As we pas~cd 1,)1, those t wO d i n i n .~ C'ou s looked aw full y [ired. Afccr d inner ;1 tWO ho ur lihcrry w:as 
cn jnycd. Bu. si nce we had m issed a pal' J " y rha[ libe rt y dicln', ,10 much cXCCI'. to p rove <0 rhe boys 
from Brook l)'" . h", ,he Hud~on R iver is no, [he wcste rnmost Ol}ttnda'l' o f these Uni .cd States. 

NO VEI\f OEH. - A (:ornplcrc r<:cir:lI o f c.:vc.:nrs in .a.:J oriou5 California wh("'(c it nC-ver rains is n Of 

po~~ i b l e here, and besides, en It has h is own memo ries. T h is i,I)' lI i intc,r\ ude wa, interrupteJ bl' 
thl.: nC"ws: " W e arc "iCcureJ:' 

An ovcrni,l;hr coach ritle rnnk us to S::lIl Fran isco where w(' detrained. wulkcd a(; r OSS the: street. 
and !>o:".ltoJ rhe M S ofllnl ulJdi j k. T hus we saw .he Ci t), of the Golden Ga te as we . a iled th rouJ!h 
. he gate irse lf tiC 16:30 ( . :3 11 P.M. ' Wcdnesdu)' M e m ber I I, 19 '11-iroo i duce. 

T he 1'100,1 hip S/J1IlIfI ..I.rdi j k ( PI~ I /) lIrk) was a frci):hte r from .h· Holla nd- Americ .. l ine 
, he w,'s (,lSI , wh ich was [he onl )' ch..",c.e ri. ri c 1\1 dis li nj;lI ish her fw m ~ arrl ebcr.lt. Fo il wed day
01 h luc , b luc, bluc P:lci lic Ocea n which ,.use,1 On C wag til rcm3 rk d ill( ie looked like a d rn p 
Texas. An rhe r, w ho hlld do ubeless rca.! n f ehe ex ploi ts of p rev ious SCl.bcc. , ra ked: " W h), dnn', 
,Icy buil,1 a slIhw;,yt" A I (he '-"("IUiHOr Dav ~' Jo",..'~. rcpr('~c li d ng Ki ng I(:"tunc. ca ine al .l tJ (0 
make Shell hacks OUt o f PolI ywO.IlS a nd ra i,I:,1 llu i.e a ru m pus in $0 do ing. It wn wirh m.xed 
ern dnns th .. we he~ rd after (wenc)'· rhr", day: "Hulln, Bose·nI.nn . Lay·go a n k'!li r," anJ the raule 
nf chains """ mi il ll thar Our ycss<:1 h. d pulled o nto a <idelr:lck. W e tc:p pcd ashore On che i la nd 
of Tula;:i in rhc Bri t ish Solomons and 5:1i,1: " Holl ywood i w rong in i.s conception o f • t ropic isle." 

http:Bose�nI.nn
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· CBMU521 ... 

, . 

Formed at Camp Peary in August 1943, 
. , . . . 

CBMU 521 . was transferred to Gulfport, 
Miss., Sept. 4.· On Aug. 11, the unit~r
rived ·at Port Hueneme from Gulfport4 
Embarking for Tulagi Nov. 11, 1943, they 
arrived : Dec. ,·3. On Aug. ·13, 1945 the 
outfit was ordered to Okinawa. 



ITINERARY OF C6NSTRUCTIOU BAT'l'A1ION :fAINTENANCE UNIT 4521 

Formed at NCTe Crunp Peary, ',vill1amsburg, Va. 

4 Sept. 1943 - Transferred to ABD Gulfport, Miss. 

11 Oct 1943 - Arrived Hueneme from ABD GuZeport 

11 Nov 1943 - .l!Cnbarked for Tulag1. 

3 Dec 1943 - Arrived Tulugi. 

13 Aug. 1946 - Ordered to OkiIl8"ra 
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