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ON EOAm> 

~ OFFIC~ !im! AUTHORI TY 

1 J ul'44 181 Bnp625 

1 Aug l 44 182 BNP625 
1 Sep l44 180 BNP625 
1 Oct ' 44 18 193 MoR 
1 Nov'44 17 19 3 MoR 
9 Jan ' 45 13 128 Nav . Const . Fo r ce s Ala skan 

Sector Conf report 

1, ~1li 1 j9 
1 Mar l 45 

;~ . l~l i~625 
1 Apr l 45 
1 l-faT' 45 15 

125 
124 

BNP625 
BNP625 &: R 

1 Jun145 30 239 BNP625 &R 
1 J\11'45 4.0 251 BNP625 & R 
1 Aug 145 46 428 

16 TransientsBNP625 & R 

1 Sept'45 561 BNP625 
1 Oct l 45 
1 Nov ' 45 

25 
19 235 

R 
BNP625 & R 

1 Dec l 45 
1 J~n 1 46 

9 
? 134 

R 
BNP625 & R 

1 Feb 46 6 97 BNP 625 & R 

1 Ma r 46 3 22 BNP 625 & R 

O.B . Detachment f l058 (Petrol.) (INAC'lT1A~ED) 

OBD 1058 
NOTO - Quoddy 
ABD - Seattle. Wash . 
Ready Date - 1 Jul '44 
L~f t ABD -.:,~O Jul'44 (Tacoma. Wash.) 
Location - Po int Barrow 

Log 
6-23- 44 - Lt . Rex assigned as OinC from Det. 1022(Budocks Itr to Buper s dtd A Jun l 44) . 
6--23-44 - Lt . Hitchcock assigned from Budoc~s(Budocks Itr to Bu era dtd 6 Jun'44) . 
f)-23- 44 - Lt.(jg) Hugg assigned from Bu ship s(Budocks lt r to Bupers dtd 12 Jun'44) . 
6--23-44 - Lt . (jg) Hages t ad a ss i gned f r om Lo s Angel es(BudockS Itr to Bupers dtd 7 Jun ' 44). 
6-23-44 - Lt.(j g) Woodwar d a s s i gned from ~ships(Budocks Itr to Bu~ e rs dt d ' 8 Jun'44) . 
6-23-44 - Lt.Foran ass i gned from Bush! s(~udocks 'ltr to ~pers dtd 8 Jun ' 44) . 
6-23-44 - Carp . Mades ass i gned fromE"t. t8Of;O(Budoc ks lt r t o :Bupers dtd 8 Jun ' 44) . 
~-23-44 - Carp . Burges s , Connelly , Gill en and Smith assi gned from Det . 3050(Budock~ ltrto 

Bupers dtd 5 Jun 1.44) . I 

7-13-44 - Lt . (jg) Hepburn, MC and Lt . (j g ) Schoenleber , DC aaded from train roster as of 
l~ Jun'44 of Qrde r s moving Det. 1058 from Quoddy t o S ~qtt~~

7- 18-44 - L~ Berl in asslgned from Attu (BuDocks 1tr to BtiPerl d~d 7f o744) 
Ll -25-44 _ 1 Octl44 report of Det. 1058 _ Departed from Tacoma . Washington on 20 Ju1 1 44 and 

debarked at Pt. Barrow. Alaska on 9 Aug144~ 200 Seevedores from the 5 t h ( Sp) wer e 
on temp. detached duty with Det. 1058 during the quarter Jul - Sep. The se men 
were detached on 29 AUgI44 and returned to their base. Arri ved Barrow, Ala ka 
4 Aug 144 . 

12-1:-44- 1 Nov' 44 r eport of Det. 1058 - l oc ated e t Pt. Barrow. A1e.eoka. 
1-1- 44 - Coml? conf . dis;:>- to Bupe r s 152146 dtd 18 Dec '4-4: r equ e s ts author i t y to transfer the 

excess men of CHD 1658 to t he 124th CB a t Adak. Iny men desired can De transfer r ed 
back next spring . 



Det. 1058 

1-24-45 - Det. 1058 loea ted at Pt. Ba rrov vith 13 off . ,P-,fJd 128 men. ' Departed Sea t tle 
Jul l 44. 65 men returned to U.S. in Dec,~5~o~of these men vi1l return t o Barrov 
i n Spring of '45. (Nav. Canst. Foroes, Aleskan Sector 9 J an l 45 conf report) 

3- 5-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of Det. 1058- location not given. 
3-24-45 - 1 Feb' 45 report of Det. 1058 - locs t ion not sta ted. 
4-10-45 - 625 men t o be sent t o Det. 1058 - ONO approves t he increa se of De t . 1058 comp l e­

ment from 15 of f . and 204 men to 25 off . and 635 men . ( ONO r est r l tr Ser 164230 
dtd 28 Mar '45 t o Bupers , Budocks and Busanda ) 

4- 28- 45 - CD 2?06 consi sting of 20 men departed Parks 23 Ap r '45 for NRB Seat tle \o(a sh ::&'FT 
Det . 1058. (Parks TWX 252223 Ap r to Bupers ) 

5- 10-45 - 11 off i cers departed Seattle 29 and 30 Aprl45 for duty wi th CED 1058 . (Dira l docks 
r e st r spdlt r Se r P-l:A- 2F t o Bupers dtd 30 Apr '45) 

5-16-45 - 1 Mayt~~ report of Det.l058 - location not giTen. 
5-43-45 - OD 2737, consi sting of 67 men . departed Parks 19 M y ' 45 for If".d.B Seat tle FFT Det 

1058. (Parks TWX 212352 Msy '45 to Bupers)
6- 6-45 - CD 2732 . 22 men, depart ed Seattle 22 and 23 May ' 45 f or Pt . Barrow . (D i r al d.ocks 

conf spdlt r ser P- l :A-2F dtd 23 May ' 45 t o Bupers) 

3-13-46 - 1 Mar 46 report of OBDet 1058 - located at Pt. Barrow, Alaska. Report via Coml? 

3-19-46 - Oi nO CBDet 1058 states Navy Po st Office of a ct ivi ty wi ll be di scontinued on 1 


March. Recommend future mail be addressed to ca re OinCC NOY 133~0. PO Box 1310, 
Fa irbanks , Ala ska. (CEDet di sp 242127/Feb to Dira l docks, Seattle). In vi ew of 
above, unit considered inactiva ted. 

4-16-46 _ 
CBDet 1058 inactiVated on 14 M h'9 (0 0 )ar AO~I~KTED in ltr of 14 March 46 to ONO • 

Det . 1058 (Pe~rol) . 
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The SEABEE 

ARCTIC OIL 

EXPED.ITION 


The o rig inal authority fo r the ex pedition Glme from the late Pre' id nl rranklin D . 

Roosevelt. T he sole object ha~ been to dc-termint' whether :In area. for twenty years 

cI:ls~ified as :111 oil n:serv , a. tu:dl y con tained oil in quant it ie ·. T he ent ire expedition 

was al proved , o rganized and 10ad,,<1 :Iboa rd shi l s in six weeks ' time. The c'Iuil l11ent 
W:IS ordered , some of il made, box d and shipped from all part of the cou ntry by rail, 

truck, water and air to th loadi ng I'ort. This speed was neces "ar)' for 'the exped ition 

had to establish itsel f in th six weeks the Arctic is 01 en to ~hippin !; or ;t rea r" de la), 

\ ould have been incurred. 

Most organizations go throu,gh all in it i, I tr:ulllllg p~r iod ,1ll1 then have a g rou p 

of oflin:rs move in and offi iall), lake 0 er the baltal i n. Tlli. is done: ill an im pressi \'c 

alld piclure·re orded ceremony at which time the battalion color arc rendere I and a 

battalion i.~ born. N ot so, N . . B.D. 10')8. No hing so g l:lmo roll happ 'ned to us. 
LikL· 'Topsy," we " just growed." And 0 from rather ob,cur h " inn ings a !roup of 

200 men and offi ers screencd and a re fu lly s k· ·ted from :tn out fit ori,gin"l/y intended 
for the rcconslnlctioll of the New .uinca o il field s, weI' ent rained for the \'(Iest Coast, 

"a,t::udy aware of themselves :IS a special expc litiollary force to b· enga~(·d in oil explora· 
tory wo rk 400 miles ahove the Arcli ircle. The outfit p i ked up t ral>glers as it rolled 

acro.,~ the cont inent , paused b riefly in T:lconu , \X/ ;'lshin,gton , and " ;t Cj uirtd " its om· 

mandin,t:: Officer, Lt. Comd r. 'i ' . H. Rex. jusl in t ime 10 g t on the . am ship together 

and start the no rthward tre·. nlike mo t deparl ing un its thi~ one knew \V h re il was 

going, hut as wilh mo, t, it had no idea what \\'as in ~tore for it. Our enerny, we knew, 

would he tit · ekme nts, h\ll 11 0 one knew whal the dement. wc re like. \Xi e felt un er' 

lain. we were e xpecl:ml'. a h il awed hy the possihilities. But . s w(" wended our war 
northward. he}'ond the Aleut ians Ihen into Ihe B ' ring Sea. up th rough the strait thal 
separak the t'Wo g reatesI po wer; Oil e;lrl h :t nt! in to the ice fie lJs of the ArCli 0 t an 
Wl! slayed our £e;lr: a.s we remembered with pride tIn t thi was in fa t an exploratory 
expedil'ioll , calcul ated to ove rcome e\'ery obstacle it met. with personnel .selecteu :lccorl­
ing l),. And SO- WI.' waited t::lgerly. :l lbeit :1 littl e apprehensive ly, (or w hat lay ahead . 



"Naval Construction Battalion Detachment l058, personn I and car 0 , departed the 

Port of Tacoma, Washington, 20 July 19-14, :tboard the U.S.S. pica and the S.. 
Jonathan Harrin~ton , arriving at Barrow, A laska, 4 August 1944 ." Thus wa- the la· 

conic report which announced our arrival. 

Prefe rr ing to est;tbli sh a camp near Cape Simpson about 75 mi les ea"t of Point 
Barrow, we scouted thi s area for several da)'s. send ing land ing parties ashore, taki n 

soundings and considering possible amp sites. Heayy ice was en ountcred and the shi p' 

maneuvered very cautiously. Ice pilots, Capt. S. C. Lystad , \'eteran An tarctic explorer. 
on the Spica, and Lt. Comd r. John Backl and of the H arrington, aided br a PBY for 
ire observat ion. carefully calculated every move for the ships' Glptains. All parties 
agreed on the im possibil ity of landing and erect ing camp in that area . The land was 
low, only a few feet above the ocean . and dotted with lakes anel cO\'ered with swami )' 
tundra. Poor d rainage prevailed, la nding st ri ps would h:we been impossible in the 
summer :md the un loading itself, a ncar phY ' ical imposs ibi lity. Consequently the hi ps 
rt'turned to "The Point" where 1wo 1 caches were soon under consideration. The number 
one heath at the most extreme po int of Northern Alaska served to r . eive 80~ of 
our cargo. T he Sea bees went ashore across the farth st northern project ion of the coun· 
try's northern-mo t terri t'ofY. 'fhe number t·wo beach much preferred, received but 20'1' 

of the cargo, and is immed iately adj acent to the present camp, which is on ly a few yard 
from the only fres h water lake in thi s en tire area . 

From Aug ust 12th t·o Aug ust 2' ilh , the feveri~h dis harg ing of ca rgo conti nu d . 
The ship ' were forced to sta nd off shore fro m two to fouf mi le, and. II the cargo wa ' 
h:wled hy harge :lI1d LeM. To say we "storm d" ashore, is fact f;'tlher tha n ( ,lIlCY, fo r 
.15 knot wind~ ;tnd resul tant high seas made the e tablish ing f :1 beachhead (I night­
mare. O n one occasion alone. not only was co nsiderable cargo lost but :L men were 
suhmerged in the Ar tic waters. Innumerabl e instan es of heroism went unheralded 
hut the fact thai" so man)' men were in the icy and ice-fi lled '.vat r without the loss f 
life is mule testimony to the {Ill ick thi nk int! and clu ick act in ' men who shared the exp ri ­
encC'. O n numerous occasiom the 'hips foun d it necess:1ry to change their positions. to 
dart arou nd the " Poin t" one way or the other in order to avoid the ic flow . The Har­
rington eventually ra n a >coun d, but was soon freed. Flo.lti nn ice consistently harried 
the dischargi nJ; operation '. On many occas ions an L lV! wou ld run into, and push 
float ing ice away f r'JIll the sh ips so that ot her barges cou ld go ahead with the work. 
YOllng coxwains found themselves dodging ice for the fi rst t im in their lives and in 
~(' \'c ral ill~t.a llces in late August, with heavy fog enveloping the oper:ltion , and ma )net i 
cOlll ra~s ~I'in n i ng lik · tops he ause of indefinite d e t ri .d and m.tgneti phenom ·n., 
they headell for the open Ar<t i onl y to be retrieved by an th r L M which sensed 
their difficult y, or by :I ~lil11 p 'e of lig h; or the soun d of the fo" llOrn f r m the hil ·' 
Shatl c'red har 'es and wrecked cargo were stru n lover twen ty mi\(,s of lhe orth Alaska n 
coast and cargo wa ' Irifting up on the beache ' for wC'ek. At one t. ime eig ht m ile of 
sho reline were covered with h:lrrels of fu el. that were I)' ing alino · t end to end . Most 
were salvaged hurriedly. bllt· as late as February, afte r the Arctic had Ion,£; been f rozen. 
a sled trai n- go ing along the oast .alvaged :l n arly full barge of lumher, d rill pipe 
.\lId misccll aneous ca rgo. At on time every ba r.r;e and landing craft we ha I w, flounder· 
in,!: had ly ill the I\rcti' tcml est. [II some instan es D· ' !>. wi t h lon' ables, were us ·d 
to ground barges; and operators were prepar d to jump when their powerfu l "cat ·.. 
seemed ce rtain to he drawn in to the sea by the W~l\'CS lashing the barge about a if 
they were rubber hall s. 

Having at last· ,gotten ashore, we ou ld sec onl y jumbled p iles o f boxes and barrels 
0 1\ our na rrow s. nd split- but we bra ed each other with, " \Xfell - by God w made it!" 

20 .-:­



RES1fUC1l0 


13 J\l.."l9 1944 ~!'an"lf~rr '" !l"'xn Q,uo;!d,y V1l1a,ea, Maine to 
Seattlei ~aghln& on• 

GO .tuly 19 : 

.l 1''­9 ./ """'.zs . 19~4 

1 Juno lS45 

• • • • ¥ • * ~ A • 

NOT.:.: ~L)is it i.n~ ra=:r b · :l <:Q on r ecor _7.:111. jle in C. 3. 
O,,:~r,:, ti o~g {"nd. ~ 'r:;oMel S ctio~ of ~'..l.:r£' . u of :~~,:nl 
rer8-:l~al. 
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