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....11 tor the 19th (Sp), C-_n-'fh ..ill .... Ira .. oo ....h-.~' t~ ~. Uu (l.j 
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41ST SPECIAL BATTALION 

Formed at Hollandia, New Guinea, on 

Nov. 26, 1944, the 41st Special was created 
by the merger of one hall of the 15th 
Special and one hall of the 19th Special 
under the title of USNCB Special Detach­
ment TRIM. On April 1, 1945 the unit 
was redesignated as the 41st Special. On 
July 15 a detachment of 343 men were 
transferred to the States for leave and 
reassignment. Eight days later a group 
of 239 men were received aboard from 
Base Company Five. The outfit was lo­
cated at Hollandia when the Nips sur­
rendered. 
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~"""'f 14 r_ 92 _ &a4 u .... orri...... .ab&rl<l.Df; .-.." ~h. S . S. 
,..111 ....ar. fm _r..._ 411.\;7. S11 dar' later ,lito "Nl.u.... or !MoU_ 
tIII& ........".4 t ... 1II . S . ....Ha&l ..d, ••Uri tar tlloo 3OlItlnr.. t Paallla . 

'DM ""...._"o1t1o ""7&1" _n ao-..l1abe4 ,Ulloat 1Jr.<>ideot ""tU 
AU 11lf.D4 ot 'bl T'o...... P'00Ip .... '1s"~d . BoU ",..11 _ ..d .., at 
Gla4UOIII, "'...U.lia, 111 ....17 !)e...-l;>u, t ..... than to "' 0'><....,'" 
to oro..a"U~.. Iott ... I):S dar' 1.D. "boo b.&r~ at T.,.,.,. ..l1h tIotb .1I1pa
MUd 1..11 oon1'O)' fair Cillll k,.. Pa""*. ll''' GIl1D._, "he... 4u:-1114 t.ha 
tun .Hk at r.b.....,', lK<1., tile lot.ll ~..o1.1 c:B, S.OtiOD ODI, '"_ 
Ublubtod .uartlrt a.,on, til..... ...,. ....0....1.:1& 1011& fir,t .t...MOl'I bat_ 
au,;J..jO ...1'1.... at ""at .... tllll\ ...".1Nl. li:l.nlI:a1d'. t.1Id a.nard UlO ­

tllZ'th.n U .....OK MI. 111. til•• war Ie-inn ••~.n............1011 . 


blb nill lh1n& ,tw.rd ,to. !I...." WId B:rUU.ll Ut.II I"tnw401''' .... _ 
PII wwk1A& II>.1pl in tbl b.&r~ raU..,1lII:!;SD port""".! wIIO ..." "De... 
;4rN~ 1"'1'1'401'1 d",UI. aad.l til... . jurl.A£ tbe b&tt~UOD " lCC 
.,.. .t J.:.IlJr.1 1117 O'Nr 158,000 ~ or _U"1OD., ltrO"fhlan., '1lj/~11•• 
_ ...d~U or &l.l t~••a ... .., ..Itd b,. n. ~tlo ';~IG4l. aa .Wn4I11"'. 
__ \l>e 'Io..l"........4 ..u _reI rGnatr Cll.1.a,.. rl..ar ~U. r....1Mr 
.UJo-l&o" ~orW MJ' I polot ·t:.rl<.... • ......ro... ~u•• l.u'ge 4.1'7 
400II:, trallt,..."' . lA.ot.,. cr.rt _ a&n..l .....11bra• . 

lIltS to t ... lIoo"k11011 _. abotr4 ~ rr..ohoo lO . ,,1liDGD.. _ n _ 
...,. aoI'.... 1*'"10 or t.Dt 'Cub 'rIll" ba.. 1IR1t ...0 tlID ::i.UI CCIID..UllOtloa 
_1MD.~, 110..4 rw &o".da 1.:>. pqt" li_ .-w.a.. . .otter ltop...10 CZ'O 
..... 0 Len,;," ~t. "'" ~1DoA.. ...." bar 28 00Jl....,. 'UUor- 'Il1P' .1...~-
tr~.o· l ...-IIDW ~1fOIIDJt. M'4Ua. _ ...~rt.,. a.t'D.. t.o 0UT1.. .. 
_IIo'/It lit)' _ 1_ Ii • 

.,'hU••_ ......_ ......W .. .."..1aI utiTitl.. t-U""'lJ otb! r • 

..... oODui>1.o "iU. tM _. or .. 1 ....1At; wir, ",t.<>.ogl._n t 1U1n& 111 
fo11t tunabt......4 to% holt, lett by tllll J.p. Oil "l'u._ siu", tha 
batt&1loll', ~~ _.U. . Ii~t:'.htl or ;,100.. early 400,.. It Bol­
W4a ..... thl dt ....rurr. ot t*"" 1..yW-~ 1......1.. "p,l), n,.t &lid 
t.Dt ·U'olllt1<m' ot • torM" lap I a1"", 4.... 010.. b,. ~. Panoakt 
4111 ~. 

"til ..4I;.1ul 1.1n1t&14·.""O 0."."1 ~g.rtl!u.r·. lI...d~....rtlt.u ........t 

Holllt.ll.u. at t)Ii' tlat ....~ til...or~ ot .u,pply~ ~ Pb.1l1J.)plMl .d 
ua~K O,U..UOII' _. 41r,ott4 tr... tiler. . S"' ..H ....... of tnt llIt;h 

...... 1al );;;18 ")..0,,..4 It. dW ~" 1.a .1aUI..o.i.n.& It. .wd,. now or IlIIter_ 
1,1 to troo•••4'0&110'" optr..UO<I&l trOllU . 

U}>OIIIIl, o.w.lllI&ant trOO! o"""""d ot Cub T~, Capt . :l4ftl'4 (1 . Kolo.n, 
or ., 11-10' U3tlI 4oJe~tollot4 .. lUt.r ~h~ ·OO~1~tlO11 of the 1Mb, 
lI..~oh.l J>t,tt..&l ien till e-:ritoriollt ..r ..l ... - to Lt. Qod.:r . ..DJ.:Illl.... "I 
w1l11 to 0011"17 to )'011 . .... 011 &11<1. ...u,. "ttlotr .,,4 oao in ,'"",,, _4• 
.., oo!le .... tlllatioo. NId. _II<I."tJ,ca. Oil tM nod"'nt ....,..,u in ...):doll 
til" ao:, :....oW Io.tt..&l1oa lat. r"".u.!1.t4 .t.U........ t of C"b -:." "",J 

ot -"n.l, ......n,a. To" 1:1&... u~blhlllt.4 ror . 11 t.w • 1''IO<1Nl or 
.aI<.1~_...t 111 \I>t 4uOI>al'C' or .....h b.o. ••1l ..... to....... .-l ....._IIou.Z•• " 

_ '.. lMr aid 1:1 ~rt. 

In <_...~ '"Ma'''t~i''' "&8 r~...1:r to _"'. late> .... <;.art&rl. boa1lt 
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T W. lUU. 113 011 ......UD"'~l.U _1'10..0:1.... 1tD1'udS. hU" .114 
ca...u.~.r Ooft. It t.b.b 'La. 1.11. M-I'J.T 0I0At... 10li Ud ud_' b.ad. 
1..... 14.-1. TM IhftllOll'" _ttl~ !..ato .. 1t..-.4.T ro"tl.lle of ..dl1t.1DlIIr: 
_rAJ 1b...MI _tUc ..,.",,101111 ...4.1LD... ~&D'IIb.ll... In0D4 
IhYJ :\001< _. ~leted 1A t ... 00.... 

.... u.. tl.#-t1.11.! ..... ItIoo'no" !JOt tn:r1lul: .",. ,,,",be.. ,10..4 of ._..h-or 4-..4, .. tlIl Uti!. B~.dd IIlor....od. 111 pr'OpOl'Uon. !!IOll'_' 

....~. lr tonaa. Uo:&IIa. WWI to ... ,,1.. !Iw 1'lf'." seoUoa of ttt.o 
lWtII __.oW ... "".... to BoU..I>du. tT'OOl 1.11401:' \III" n 11uot.!l...r." 
:.. tbl .....1. ... li... ~U. 

'l'lt.. !itt. ..I;o .. W a..t~1oa. Itt, ttl. l!I ";>eoal .. "au,"'" outfit of 
"ItII'O 0.:.4.111" ,..nOAMl , .._ o.-.d..l_4 ,,' ):o.....boor l~~ ..tt... ... ­
...h1.a.t ..... 01.0.1 1"__ Vd....lll(, n ~ .....,. . YI . CIlrh~ • .)oo1 
rotan4 c.IIoo lWtll ........,Ilt. to ca.... "-', lIoo ..h"l U. loI. -:-.... :"'1' l.a~r 
U •• a..U~li"", ..lie4 ._~..,.l trOll lI.rrq.....n '''Y .-..0 ~ 1.-''0)' 
';.'r •.••;.,rt 3 . ... (l."...... . :011:01.114: _.0), 01.;''' 'rGl'J< , t .... ;:;",,1 ilDZl 

oont!",.! 'OU~4 'toO 1.I00I ........ J~.... l "" '........1.0._ j,aJ ii_hl &0."

" . 

Th. ,j''''::)O), tt.r"1liIo .~. ~.l u.4 ,0.01'11" tl.ll ••ottl0 " .. ,1thoOl' 1"01· 
<I....,., 1I~. _'.. tu. UQlu...r.' 0:. clJ_OOotU : .ndtoU .t dtN.il'a :...._; 
.4. ,.,,~'ft-t....I.4&" t ""I<:' ./"1<><1. •.•- •• ~ nu_ lI. :,' I. u. 
:11" }c.,al ~~. -tll:., -............ r ... _ol on ..;:. "~ru...:7 l~. 'l'bI ttl lSt:!:. 

J. _,1.1 iIo.U"UOll ..1I~ t~. 0.... "oa, .rt;er .. week 111 Ulna "'\' ••1104 

~l' l1uo!>.ll&1 .. n f1. J_• ..:::hJ..n.;; 1" ~ ...,. ......AI "' . til. 

l t~ .... u.. r1nt 1,,-..4_ ~u.hOll. .t tt.•t k,••,,4, AO r.r .. OIl1l 

-~ Ult.t.lhr..4, LM ••oon<! 0" ~'o_ .l~1tI... 


~".,t04 f::"", tho : .... onl, ~ t .. ...o~u•• I>&tor-, :.-YJ 'II u.<I. .... '1'~ 
u tllO u., W""-U.U<;,,. 111 tilt I'I.nu4ll&ten &l:'U ••ro 1o:Jt0Wl!l, _ ••ull 
111... 1.110 UI4 -.Ad .oro;w:.u., Oon:'..II.~II" • •• ~"...cll'oU'J ,,,,t oaoo»"" r~h.4 
1II .:.ant cl... r.4 tor l;aD lIu1l411l1" 

;t.oo"~o"UI& .otlT1tlu 0_... .., ia..41eh17 _bJ.le ,,,,,rk <l.U;IU, 1II000eC 

out. oa.p u •• tr_ u.. ~~le on u.. ",..\11. .~orto or tano;:~ 9f.7' DI 

lG ~..... 1M4, ,~0r't.17 -rur tu lIotUJ.1011 .._4 111.\0 ttl ,po"""...nt" 

~~ (lI~t 117 l'tll p.r.enD.l without ',la11D& any .t4..4orl 10tl.,l.tlo,) 

:.tlo baUdl.oo. _ ••pl.1t In'o two HOU04II . ol4tUOR 1'Wo .....~~r L'. QD4r. 

::IIr",""", T. ""bUIlD (c:l0) UIIIIa WlUl tllu 1Iuoutl.. ONi. .... r or til. 111th, 

... <I..teOM' tor ht7 .t oI"otoll4! Idall4 .114 ...ntl*1.l1 to puUo1poo." h 
th tATte .... o})lr.Ullfti. 

;)IlItiaa 0Il0 ....... 1lIa4 ...<I.Or tbI '-..4 01 U. QaIolT. (Ii... Cmdr . ) ao"'rt

.rf.hV ~ ~, _100 bAo1 ...... ONaar-ilI_ClIarll or t .....Ur. bAULlion 

ua.tU ~, tiM. 


:>IIrtoe J.;..o.r~ .....rll .....' *7 of lKoio til. In... !!plOiLl lIo.u.a11oA _4 
,,",,-n u.,06o aa4 10 ,000 ... or oar,o _tM7. t.b....by HUlAl ..... 

oU-tlao ...oora ill tho II.. ou.1I:t .. tIIMot;er ot 0roar.HOIII" , 


"I _DIll'" l1J<o '-<; _ .... tIIa e "1A& ottlOir ot W:a ltUi iSPOG . 121, 
", ortlMr' """ 1ID _II tor ..... ir _)Or_Uoo., 1t1'ort &lid -'01'1< Diu 
" ~. _M ••••••• otfl..r • ...-..I _ ...~bll....." .. PI."'I''' or "rollaotS.. 
• ",1010..., 'Idl1~ PO,UN , ~l>ll _ .... , tor ou.r _ JOI" be.ttaU-. 

011 U 1Io......r 1_ tile ltU." :rir., _,~ ......~4 ,~ _ S . l. 

lOr... Oo.-.o' ..DOI two LOl" 1''' 1Iol.',,"'., -... it Joloe4 \.ba lli~ "0_ 

1&1'••nt.or. 011. '0 tora ·.tt....e40!'l ~"' .....o, (tria)-. 


Lt. 1_ Lt. a.4r) :.1.»:;,'''' n . iGlG) VSi: _. 1I&IM4 otfl..r-iA-Cl>&rca,
1IOt.b Lt CIIolr. ~leo at Ut.b _ L' . 0I04r. ~UI"" O( t.IoO 11th 

bn1A& ; ....bN ......... 01' awt7 ............t.l7 bAt"" ,liaS 1M, 
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ot!1 the former lith Speolal personllel could oon.truot quartan tor 
the:peelves on an edjo1.nil\& lDOuotainl!llde. they dOl,l.bled up with the 15th 
Iroup in tne I.:t. Jarre.ob. a.lIP. 

lAnding o!'att ot all desoriptions, "0" type cargo ehlpa, tllnlr:er. , Fa 
and .~c ships, "Libe r tie." wad other oratt were wor~ed by the 413t sPeo. 
ca, ..t as the Stevedore Det.o~nt (Trim) ws. daeign.ted atter 1 APril. 

)'rolll Deollillber 111" through Allglat 194~ til. oomblosd unite handled 
1~3.000 tone of carBO otten in operationa lnvolTins tra.n.ster of .wtter­
1.1 trOill ship to l1ghtlU' and thllUl-to ahore IU1d othe~1t1Jll.-oonulldna 
methode. 

'l'tIe 8hiPOli.tlc bottleneok: at HollAnd1• • u broken b1 the oOQb1ned _ttorte 
of the 41st Speolal'. personnel, and the "turn- arou.n4" period or war 
shiP.,iDs ahortened there upon war ' . eDd.. That their worll: _. well- doDe 
18 attested in a letter, oop18. of Wh1ch CO!I!!Mnder ot SerYioe loroea, 
Seventh Fleet. ordered tiled in e~aD ..n'. I.rylc. Jacket . Tbe letter. 
tro. BernlU'd H. Shelton, ~1IIld iepre.entatl" ot the War Sl:Llp.,1ng Ad ­
.iniatrbtlon tor the .3Ollth and SOllthwut PaoUla Area"" to Fleet Adt:l1ral 
Chester ,1. U1IIlltz, CO"geniier-in-Cblet ot the i'ac~10 lleet, ooauoende the 
men ot the Uet SpecIal Bu.tt.allol1 IIJld other Wlltl Itt.ache4. to fla.,. 3U~ 
tor "the "'hole-hearted c,operatlon sil'en the 1Jnlted .itetea WIU' ShIpping 
A~~at~atlon." 

~.er u.ader tIre, l:Iut I.lda. re.t1.ng, the ottlcers and men ot tbe "let 
.,..,ecla.l NClI gertor_d • 30b "'hicb pubage does not win J:le4l.1•• bllt doea 
belp .10 Wore. 

http:re.t1.ng
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2iS llov 1944 _ 

1 J.;lr 19<:.::; _ 

'Inte bl\t t~l1o:l tOr:)ad b. t ht' field iro::. C, 3, S;leciel !lctl\1fr.D~;'lt 
au! COCPOICi!. or Ol'\e_ l'..al! or 15~:1 Special n.~.d o:le_hal! 19t~. S~eclAl. 

':he.. t '110 u....lh "'oreel!. "" ~h!. dAh t or C!lerAtlor..lll Ill'Id nd:llnt . tr.... 
the pUI"!lo'el under ti tl.. US:;QI (S~ecl...1) Dctaelu:>en t ?al¥.. Located 
Sollandle.. 

1':"..:;:e c~:';I:.d to 41s t Special U, S, 1:&"..1 CO:'J.ltruction :a&~ta.l~on. 
Co;::poul1 ot 1St.!!. (Special) Sec::. 1 IL."ld 19t n (SpeellJ.) S.c . 1 . 

1:0'::::; Thh tt1nerlU'y t.u bun a"'~!;e:l t1cated b;r t l:.. O!!lcer _lr.-C!l.U,. ot tho 
4llt (6.,) CO:l.~~tlo" Bettall,n• 
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26 110" 44 

n Jan 4~ 

1 Apr 4~ 

15 Ju l 45 

21 Jul 4~ 

31 Oct ,~ 

Chronol oey of lIa"al C""otro<:t10n I\.HlaUon ',I (Spo:c:hl) 

.\l Holhndta, NI!W ""lnea , th. 15th SJ>«hl "av.. \ Conatnoctlon 

henlton ( Flu[ S~",~lon) and [ h" 19th ~pf"tal Naval Conu u c ­

tlon &altai Ion (Flr.t Section) were .er.ad for operalional 

and ao.lntatratlve purposu. undur the tlt l <:. United Stat e. 

"a",,1 COMlnoctlon IIlotlaiton (Special) ""tac~n l Tru.. 

D.ta",-"t TrU. va. redeallnated lI<lyol Con.tnu:tlon &atta llon 

41 (SpKlal). 

The 4hl Spe<:t.l &a[taHon hel,1 ~ r"Jut",...ctO:l "et,..,..,,. at 

lIoll anJia. 

143 ....n fr.... the blltai10n wer~ tr.".terrad to t he l1nlted 

Statea for l.a~ and reaa.I&~t_ 

2J9 _n _r", receiyed by th~ t>3tulto" 'rorn fOT'Mt &al .. 

C'*!>anv S. 

Naval C"",tructOon -"nallon .. I (Sp"cl"I' ..a. ,nactlvat.d 

at lIoUandla, 'i.", 1:"ln". 
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